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WHAT OTHER BUNCH of republicans desires to take a hand in the

FESLER’'S CROWD seems to be confronted with the problem of
whether fo withdraw frem politics now or after the primaries.

+ JUDGE COLLINS is taking under advisement the case of a man who

had seventy-two quarts of whisky “for his wife's health.” Why?

Fesler Totes Water Bucket

James W. Fesler, candidate for the republican nomination for gover-
nqr, has almost read himself out of the republican party.

In his Wabash speech he finds fault with the 1919 tax law, that statute |
of which the republican state committee in its campaign literature says: |

“The enactment of the new tax law is the greatest achievement of |
the republican party in Indiana since the civil war,” and is “the best tax
law that could be devised under the constitution as it now stands.”

Mr. Fesler takes the tax law by its enacting clause and proceeds to |
shake out of it as improper every amendment that the legislature of 1919, |
at the behest of Gov. Goodrich, placed in it. He adopts the platform on |
which BEdgar D. Bush started his race for the fomination and which plat- |
form was so roundly dondemned by Ed. Wasmuth, chairman of the re-
pubican state committee, who sald: y

“No candidate who does not support the tax law is worthy of the|
support of the republican party.”

What Mr. Wasmuth said regarding Mr. Bush's views applies with |
equal force to those of Mr. Fesler, who, as a result of his stand at Wabash, |
is a candidate for governor without a party and with nothing more than
an individual appeal to carry him toward the office.

Mr. Fesler disagrees with his party relative to the taxy law on the
following issues:

1. It is not “fair and just in its application to all taxpayers.” |

2. “The tax board must not assume authority where the legislaturet
has not given authority.” |

3. “I favor an amendment to the law which will provide substantially
that after the townships and local® taxing units have been equalized by
the county board of review the state tax board shall have the power, if
lt-cla.lms the work has not been properly performed, to examine into the
matter and to equalize in such case on {ts own initiative, after notice to
all interested taxpayers to be heard, under regulations fixed by the law
itself and not pursuant to some rule adopted by the board.”

4. “Express provision should be made for a hearing and relief to any
taxpayer whose assessment by reason of such increase is higher than the
true cash value of his property.”

5. The tax law confers on the tax board the sole auth)rity to
pass on bond issues and tax rates. Mr. Fesler says: “l am opposed to
these provisions of the law and favor such changes as will place these
matters entirely in the hands of the local authorities.”

6. “Some uncertainty has arisen as to the rights and powers of the
hoard at these various sessions. The law should be amended-so as to
make these uncertainties entireiy clear. The taxpayer is entitled to know
when his assessment is to be finally fixed and that it can not be changed
after the time prescribed by law.”

7. “I believe that.the time has come when some provision should be
made by the legislature for special consideration of the matters affecting
the public schools of the state. - The duties of the tax board are now so
great that it ie physically tmpossible for the board to give such sonsidera-
tion to the schools as the importance and necessity of the situation re-
quire.”

All of these attacks on the state tax law indicate that Mr. Fesler is
an earnest advocate of relief for the taxpayer from the centralized Good-
rich form of government.

But s he? If elected would he carry out a single one of these reforms
he advocates? Could he?

The best answer to these guestions is contained in the declaration
with which he prefaces his attack on the tax law. He says: '

“I am seeking this nomination from those who believe .the affairs of
this state can be administered best by the republican party. I am a re-
publican.

“I believe in the policles and best traditions of that great party.
When the representatives of that party have met in state convention, and |
adopted a platform of principles, I shall do as I have done for the
thirty years—unreservedly support that platform.

“And in the event of my election I shall carry out those principles so
far as it is within my power and ability to do.” |

|

past

Evidence continues to indicate that business men have tackled the
housing problem in this state in the only manner in which it can be |
successfully solved. The formation of a company for the purpose of erect- [
ing homes for the employes of the LaFayette Motors Company is the second |
instance of the kind in the last week. |

There is room in Indiana for‘many of these companies. |

i
Solving the Housing Problem l
‘

The housiny |
situation in Indianapolis fs particularly acute, but it is probably nb worse
than in other parts of the state.

One feature of the movement that is not particularly to the credit of
the state or city is that in the formation of both new companies the initia-
tive has been taken by men who are comparatively new to the local field.
The LaFayette Building Company is the outgrowth of the demand of the
city’s latest acquisition in the automobile line for proper housing of its
employes. The American Mortgage Company is headed by a Cincinnati

A Indianspblis business men have not been slow to realize the necessity |
for such financing and have become associated with both underiakifhgs.
But the initiative has passed to the newer elements in the communrnity, and
perhaps it is well that they should have the lead. ,

For when business men realize that the initiative is retained only
through constant striving to meet the needs of the day they.are always
more active.

Why Neglect Our Roads?

‘There may be some reason why Marion county residents, who con-
tribute more toward good roads in the way of vehicle license fees and
taxes than the residents of any other county in the state should have the
worst roads, but such a reason is not apparent.

One has only te attempt to drive to any neighboring city to have it
impressed on his mind everlastingly that the roads of Marion county are
in a much worse condition than those of counties adjoining. One can not
help wondering why it is that the county line should be the invisible divid-

hardly be held forth as a marker either for temperatures or rainfall, or
trafflo. |

The facts are that in almost every county sufrounding Marion there‘
is more and better care taken of gravel roads than in Marion county. The
result is that when the driver of a commercial or passenger car gets out
of Marion county he draws a sigh of deep relief and wonders what be-
comes of the money he contributes for the care of the roads .n his home
county,

It is perhaps too much to expect the commissioners of Marion county,
who have more political duties to perform than any other kind, to insist
that our gravel roads be maintained in as good condition as the gravel
roads of either Hamilton or Hancock county. -

But it is not asking too much of the commissioners of Marion eounty,

to insist that they either maintain these roads in passable conditfon or

~ And it is high tinfe that Messrs. Sk
fgl road commissioners or

nd Hayes either begln
and let some one

ORGANIZE NOW TO OBTAIN
LAW AGAINST BLUE SKY SHARPS

Editor of The Times—My attention has
been called to an article in the Qapers
which deals with fhe finding of the
Marion county grand jury with refer-
ence to the necessity for a blwe-sky law
to be enacted in this state for the pro-
tection of the public from the high pres-
sure artists which unquestionably do in-
fest Indianapolis and the stete as a
whole perhaps more than any other state
in the entire country, and while the
grand fury's actlon might be regarded
as somewhat tardy, yet there is no doubt
sufficient time between now and the ses-
sion of the next genéral assembly for
an organized effort to be put forth look-
ing toward the enactment of blue-sky
legislation, owhich will adequately pro-
tect the citizens of Indiana in the matter
of investments.

Al investment banking institutions of
standing naturally welcome legislation
which will prohibit the operations of any
individual or concern which fails to qual-
ify any of thelr offerings when same are
subjected to certaln standards of merit,
for it is to the manifest interest of the
individual or investment banking house
of good repute that the state fixes a
| standard or,basis of merit by which any®|
| issues being offered the public can be

|rested As it is today and has been in |their idea of the
should be compelled to stand before be- |
of state |
and a blue sky committee and these same |

the past, a meritorious issue of necnrl-i
ties suffers the same skeptical considera-

tlon as the issue with little or no merit |
to recommend it. Ofttimes the spurlous |
stock salesmen puts over a deal and |
gets away with an investor's money be- |
fore the investor has had time to 1In-
vestigate the status of some issue which
he has been considering, whereas if we
| had laws governing the situation where-
| by all issues to be qq“d must pass an |
examlination at the hands ofa blue-|
sky commlttee, the man with money to |
invest would know that anything being |
offered him was to say the least doubt-
ful if the salesman failed to &how him |

publie, and while I heard speeches made
by some of the members of the general
assembly, which was in session at that
time, and which speeches favored a blue
sky bill, a draft of which bill I also had
seen, yet in spite of all of the apparent
approval of the blll by senators, repre-
sentatives and others, it never came up
for final reading. Close students of the
situation estimate that millions of dol-
lars would be saved to the taxpayer- of
Indiana and diverted to useful channéls
were it not for the tremendous tolls
which are exacted by the high pressure
stock salesmen who are constantly plying
their trade within our borders, and it
would appar to be the duty of all right-
thinking people to get behind a move-
ment and bring sufficlent pressure to
cause the general assembly, when it eon-
venes, to put a law in our statutes mak-
ing any company or individual criminally
liable who sells or offers to “sell, any
stocks or bonds which have not first
been qualified before a committee which
should be appointed to pass upon the
merlts or demerits of any issue before it
is to be offered for investment.

There are, no doubt, a large number of
responsible and consefentious investment
experts in Indianapolis and’over the state
in general who would be glad to submit
test which an issue

|ing authorized by the secretary

to

men would,; no doubt be glad co-
operate with
it would be to draft and present a bill
for the enactment of a blue sky

soon as the general -um»nM' convenes.

Action should be taken now in order|,

that the bill will receive tonsideration
| during the early part of the session of
the general assembly. The writer is will-
ing to do all in his power to bring about
the desired. results and trusts that this
article will find a ready response upon
the part of all right-thinking citizens.
ARTHUR O. MAIN.

Let Us Have Peace

a committee whose function |

law as |

Hark!

Can_you hear

Borne on the wind€ that blow from far

Across the sea, the stifled groans,

The wails and lamentations issuing

From thousands, aye, from countless
multitudes

Of tortured, suffering, despairing souls?

The souls ¢

Of those who hunger for the crust

Which is denied them; lacking which
they starve

And dwindle into puny weaklinga,

Falling easy prey

To dread disease and ghanlly death, {

Alas!

Vietims are they of war and peace d(»

ferred.

cheeks are nunken,

thez stare

With lustre-lacking gaze,

Helplessly,

Hopelessly,

Yet scarce complainingly,

At every passer-by.

Their fingers seem like claws,

8uch deprivation have they suffered
rough Uays,

And weeks, and slowly dragging months

Of weary waiting for the day to dawn

Of world peace and gcod-will,

Volceless

Are ‘they gave for ‘he feeble moans

Ttat ever and anon

| Are faintly heard between the shouts

Of fulminating sophist guardians

Of soverelgnty, party and prerogative.

In clamorous passion their discordant

\'(I‘.(‘."H
In endless disputation are upraised,
I'his' pompous wearer of the toga

1
Thelr hollow-eyed |

Shrieks, “Tweedle-dee! Naught else but
Tweedle-dee !
M-Hawlng loudly,

And with gesticulations wild,
\nnrmr blatant son of thunder
Vociferously shouts,

“It must be Tweedle-dam I”

How long, O Lord,

Bargain ‘Tab_le
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NEW SPRING DRESSES

Very ravely does one find such values as we are offering in this selling of
new spring froecks. Dresses of taffeta and taffeta combined with Georgette
crepe are included in an assortment of popular styles. They are shown in all'
the wanted spring colors, including blues, browns, taupe, Copen. black, ete.
They are especially suited to misses and small women and come in sizes 16 to 44~

$26.50 to $65.00
Spring’

s Newest Coats

To meet the varied- requirements of the well-dressed women. In our splen-
did assortment will be found garments for ‘‘dress up,’”” business and general
utility wear. The styles are the smartest, materials are those in highest favor.
Wearing quality and workmanship is of the best and choice of fabrie andy
fashion is“varied enough-to suit anyone’s purse. :

$19.50 to $55.00

~ALL ALTERATIONS FREE—This Means Another Saving of $2 to $5.
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