That great thoroughfare—the Michigan road—is the
avenue through which we receive the accession daily made
toour population in the new districts, from the states south
' and east of us; their constant use of ity in the jreen state of
| tive improvements, with the heavy rains of the season, have

g0 greatly injured the road, that the convenience and inter-
est of the public require that some repairs should be made.
: . The remaining lands, at the minimum price, will command
Government have again called us together, and whilst give | 30,000, and 1t will remain for you to say, whether you
ing you “information of the affairs of the State, and re-!will anticipate their proceeds, or apply other means in
commending to your consideration sach measures as shall | maintaining the usefulness of the road. .
be deemed expedient,” itis a source of gratification to say, | "The commissioners superintending the erection of the
that the return of the time of our meeting has brought lit- | Stateshouse, have performed the various duties curgﬁiled
tle to deplore. The seasons, if not in their wsual profu-  to them, it isbelieved, in such manner as will be satisfac-
sion, have yielded a sufficiency of the solid comfortsof life. | tory. In the changes made, they have almed at perman-
In the unprecedented acquisition to our population, with ! ency and durability, combining a just taste in the style and
its consequent increase in wealth; in the enhanced value of | finish. On account of the unfinished state of the grading,
real estate ; the ample reward of labor; the liberal compen= | and the daily conveyance of materials to the ground, they
sation for the products of the soil, and the bustle and acti- | have not deemed it advisable or safe to enclose the square.
vity to be seen all around us, we perceive evidences of pro- | The want of further time has preveated the gompl?uun
sperity seldom before enjoved. And whilst in other por- ! of the interior of some of the offices of the building, of the
nons of the Union scenes of irreverence for public law and | pavements of the porticos and of the railings to be built on
good order, highly disereditable to our national character, : the outside of the pillars of the Senate Chamber apd Ke-
bave been exhibited, the citizens of this State have main- | presentative Hally separating those aparuments from the
tained their uniform respect for the authority of the laws | Jobbies. The report of the commissioners will sooun be
which protect the life, liberty and property of each. l‘”f submitted for vour examination,
these and many other favors attendant upon our onwarn The appointmentof a Keeper, by the Governor, ascon-
course, we are indebted toa kind and overruling Providence. | templated by law, has not yet been made. The person to

This is vour first session in the new Capitol ; and from | be appointed, It is believed, should visit the building every
a convictioh that the occasion will not fail to inspire feel- '1 day during the recess of the legislature,and to protect it
ings of exultation with you, [ will not withhold, on my | from injury he should be present every day during the ses-
part, the offering of a hearty welcome and congratulation. | sion, as at thai time it will be most exposed. The com-
It is an edifice worthy of the State, and being dedicated to | pensation of seventy-five dollars per year, allowed by law,
the public interests, within these walis, the representatives | will not induce a competent individual to render so much
of the people will annually assemble o perform som

e of | service, and it is suggested, that the agent or Kecper shall
the most important dutics ever delegated to man. 'T'he | also be the Doorkecper of one branch of the legislature,
people, through their representatives, will here speak their fand wade responsible, if from neglect the building should
wishes, utter their complaints, and obtain remedies for | be injured or defaced.

theirwrongs. The projectzd improvements at the rapids of the Wa-
fill our stations, that their official acts, in spirit and prece- | bash river, under the joint superintendaace of the Commis-
dent, shall tend to the perpetuation of our liberties, our | sioners, on the part of this state and of lllinois, have not
State and national institutiens. | progressed so successfully, as desired; in consequence of

In the return of the assessinents, under our present sys- | the repeated freshets of the Wabash and White rivers,
tem, we have evidence of the usval increase, and an assur- | during the past session. Contracts for the removal
ance that the revenue will equal the ordinary demauds upon | deposits of timber, and for other purposes, have been
the Treasury. ‘T'he payments made from several sources, | made at the points below the Grand Rapids, designated
have enabled the 1'reasourer to meet all demands, without | by the name of “Black’s Cuateffy® the “Grand Chain,”

GOVERNOR'S

Gentlemen of the Senate, and .
of the House of Represenlalives:

The duties pertaining to the legislative branch of the

- - |
And it should be the constant care of all who |

resorting, as yet, to #e loan of the small sum authorised | Cofiee Island, and the White River Rapids, which, when '

for the benefit of the State House., The agaregate h‘(”ci[.l‘, : finiched, will be a charge of about nine thousan‘l dollars
since the last report, amount to §107,714 63, and the pay- | to the joint fund exclusive of superintendance. The report
ments towards the building of the Capitol, and for all other | of the Commissiones, embracing » detail of his proceed-
purposes, for the same pernod, amount to S103,901 43, { inzs, witl be submitted to _\.._-:1-;nu‘_-i._iﬂmnm,
whichuwith the balance reported in the hands of the T'rea-|

As sometime muet elapse before the remainder of the
surer at the ciose of the last year leaves in his hands an un- | 24 904 dollars appropriazed o the part of Indiana can be

expended balance of §,6137 1. The Annual Report of the | sxpended, would I not be more expedient, to loan it out

Auditor will be made. | atinteresty on s ‘
The operations on the line of the Wabash and Erie | 1o remain 1k

Canal have been conducted the past season, with energy

and great success,

ife and sutliclent sccurity taan to permit it
7 1t is probable that the Commissioner
¥ I may need the aid of Legislative aathority o use? mater-
The middle division, extending from | ials, from private property, and to protect the work from
the St. Joseph dam to the Forks of the Wabash, about | damage or mjury tor which suliable provistons are recoin-
thirty two miles, has been completed for about § 232,000, | mended. =
including all repairs to this time, being something less than
the estimated cost by Mr. Ridgeway. Upon this peition
of the line, the navigation wasopeaed on the 4th day of Ju-
1y, on which day ourcitizens asseiubled to witness the min-
gimmg of the waters of the St. Joseph with those of the Wa-
bash, uniting the waters of the Northern chain of Lakes
with those of the Gulf of Mexico in the Mouth. On this di-
vision, boats have been running without the interruption of
& Oay, since the letting in of the water,

The line from Huntington to Lafountain’s creek has

‘I'he condition of the State College at Bloomington, has
wmuch improved during the year, while every tiing sees
| to indicate for it a continued and increasing prosperity.
| It is indeed gratifving to observe that the cause of educa-
tion is in the [ostering care of the same spintt which 1s now
prompting the people of Imdiana to put forth their ener-
| gies in bebalf of lnternal huoprovewents.  The lnstitution
at Crawfordsville, in the northewest and the one at Han-
over, in the south-east, part of the state, built up and sup-
: | ported as they are by private capitaly furnishes, in their
progressed, with much spirit, and with the exception of the | ynusual grow th and advancement, the proudest commenta-
locks, is almest complete. ‘Phirty-five sections h_:l\'L' been | ry on that ealarged benevolence of heart which must exist
finished and accepted, and without some preventing cause | in the bosons of their founders. 'I'he success of these in-
in the seasons of the next year, its navigation will be open- | gritutions has suggested to my mind, the propriety of your
ed by the 4th day ofJuly next. l
The line from Lafountain’s creek to Georgetown, about
twentv-two miles, was put under contract in the month of
September, since which, most of the sections have been

=

be easily accomplished by clothing the Bloomington Col-

|
|

‘d‘umich the Jdeficiency is already felt and acknowl- | very considerable portion of the State, and of its sus-
'edged. It has génerally been the practice in Bank-  ceptibility of improvement will be invaluable as the
'ing institutions to have wome of their transactions ' basis of subsequent Legislation.

based upon the deposites entrusted to them and in | Justice and inclination require me to say that Col.
that way such funds; instead of remaining idle are | Stansberry, the officers commanding the parties, and
actively employed. When you shall have examin- | their assistants have performed their several duties
ed the reports which will be laid before you by the | with a zeal and ability that command iny entire con-
officers of the Bank, you will find that there is a|fidence and approbation.

large average amount in deposites from individuals |

in each branch. Butin coneequence of the prohibi- | .o 00 1o best interests of the state and one that

tion in the charter, thes lrge,sums are of 10 61| L aonciment callod fo, | deemed it my duty,

lic. It is believad this limnitation in the charter on- '[ at the last session of the leglsl}nure, wilh sone
ly serves to restrict the Bank in its accommodations  carnesiness, to urge the propriety of adopling a
and business without any cnrmgponding ndvantage' well dlgeSIBd plan of Internal lmprovamcnt. !l
as the public are abundantly secured against all dan- | was then contended that the construction of public

ger of overtrading in the bank, by that clause which | works, on a scale that would beuefit every portion
limits their issue of paper to twice the amount of the | o f the siate, was within the reach of proper ctlorts
capital paid in. Indeed itis difficult tosee how any | __:jat our sister states, whose examples were

d“;.“ge c.mh“cc“i’e n p‘"mim“% ‘33 hB‘mk t“.’ Itc."‘“ most successful, commenced under circumstances
::m:';; ,:u:tt - iﬂetgﬁurgf,?n:;pﬂiw'ﬁmty ebar:;i:r:; 'ﬁ: less favorable than ours—that whilst the state can
| stitutions, in other states, where such restrictions | command any d.es"“blﬂ amount of capitalfat five per

cent interes:, it would be our tune policy to pro-

g . ; |
do not exist, allow a smallfinterest on deposites, on - : :
mote such immprovenents as will prove bencelicial to

which business transactions are based. Such a course b :
would call in large sums now inactive, and induce | the country and yield a profitable return for the in-
vestinent—that such a course would not impover-

many to save aod deposite a portion of their earn-
ings. I%or our canal fund deposited in New York, ish the state nor the people, but would enrich botl;
and that any increased taxation for a time, to meet

a Bank.of that city is now paying four per cent., but |

while this unusual p“’l'ibi;i““ in Our‘:h;".'“i'"f’x"?ts' 'the intcrests on lvans, would be more than coun-
our own banks cannot do for us that which foreign | o 431unced by the increased business, cnterprise

banks are doing. _ v . i
The incentive offered to agricultural enterprise by "“dk syeal.:lyl Fhe c’fl’e‘_"f"‘:;‘f ‘31‘3';';?! r‘:“;rlg‘?
the law of the last session providing for the appoint- | WOFK 10 waich woare engaged and 1he prosperous
condition of other states, have confirmed me in

ment of members of a State Board of Agriculture . y |
and for the organization of auxiliary county associa- | the correctness of the opinions heretofure advanc-
‘tions, I am glad to say, is like to accomplish all the | ed, and 1 again recommend the subject to your fa-
:good the advocates of the measure promised them- | vorable consideration.

}scl‘\.:es;. ' l“:;?bft:(; the F‘?:’“t}?mt&e :g;t"';ri::l"c:;}:;e " The examinations made the past summer, by
rsubject has exci aspirit o atio - | . S N . e
t.iti':lm which has already caused the introduction of | the .L""wl an(l'R.nl R‘mfi !"'gulcc?’. “;.'“ l.’l'.“‘e
| many fine speciwmens of stock, seeds, and implements ' YOU 10 POSSESSION of such facts and information
of husbandry. Such examples will hardly fail to ' !'Cf&'“-'".Cﬂ to the severalrouts, and o'flhe suscop-
| have a beneticial influence on the agricultural par- | tibility of the general fuce ol our territory, as will
suits of the country.

Under the provision of a law of the last session, | inay make. Of the several kinds of the improve-
the canal com:missioners were directed to procure

, niad 3 'ments propused, it is believed that of canals should
| Examinations, surveys, and estitnates to be made up- | have prell.-rcuce: over rail ways or Iurnpikc roads,
jon several proposed routes for canals, and submit

} 3 b Taniatas 5 th oment | °1 the ground that canals sre cheaper, more per-
3y TEST wrisls | .
 Lie resuits to the Legisuiare at 116 COMMENCEMEN® | manent, and betier adapted to the convenience

] . . . . . . - .

of its present session, with the view of furnishing | i ; ;

| you proper data for the adoption of u judicious BYS- and habits ol people, and to the character and
products of the giate. DBut in designating the sev

tem of Internal lmprovemcnt for the State. 'l'nl -
(accomplish so much within the time prescribed, the | eral branch s or parts of a general and connected
' Board found 1t necessary, immediately, te precure | plan, should you adopt onc, you will find, that in
' the service of competent gentlemen, having the ad- | conscquence of the pecularshape & lormation’of the

'vantage of practical skill in the science of civil en- | surfice of the state, it must embrace in its parts,
gineering.

Accordingly a member of 1;he Board en- | 4 combination of canals, rail ways and turnpikes,
_g:gg‘ed the “l’".'c“. (I)t Dr. W h(lipp;_! 8‘ ! e‘:?l’ﬂ"""l"""d cach having a beginning, connection with, or ter-
cof Mr Goodwin of 1llinois, and of Capt. Cleavelan mination at the Lake, the Wabash canal or the

‘of Ohio, whose well established reputations and ex- ‘ A : ;
‘;)erit:m:é as scientific and hracticalpl“.nwineers gave | Ohio river, the Wubash canal constituating the
' : i i | main artery or trunk of the plan.  And in discrim-

the strongest assurances of their qualifications. ‘ J .
' Whilst this preparation was making, the chief En- | inating between the relative value of each propos-

ineer, Mr. Williams, as eariy as April went to the | ed wurk, that which will accomnedate the great-
ficld, and in furtherance of the work made several ' est amount of population, commerce and business
‘experimental lines. ‘I'he examinations commenced | generally, should be adopted.

wr
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That of muking a

complying with that requisite of the consutution which | and progressed with the greatest indua_trv, until their gelection is a duty within the province and sound
provides tor the establishment ot a Universriy.d This can | progress was arresled by sickness, wh;ch, fora tiine, ; discretion ef the h_.gis[;“ure’ thereofre the task of

threatencd the success ot the work,

Believing the measure well calculated to ad-)

L ullow you to uct advisedly in the selections you |

commenced.

The larze amount of additional duty imposed on the
Board and Engineers by the law providing for the surveys,
made the past seasen one of greatlabor, and particularly to
Mr. Williams, the chief engineer, whose presence was nee-
ded at so many points in planning and directing the field
scrvice.

Economy and public policy require, that an additiona] |
portion of the line from Georgetown to Lafayette shall be |
placed under contract the ensuing year, and that the Com- |
missioners shall be authorised and directed to let out that |
part of the line east of Fort Wayne, when it shall be as- |
certained that Ohio has commenced that part which she |
has undertaking to construct. “

Owing 10 the great demand for landed property, to sup- |
ply the wants of the new population in the viciuity of the
canal, the sale of the canal lands the past sammer, have
been unnsualiy active, The sales, siuce the last report of
the commissioners, have amounted 10 $175,740 3L

The experience we have had in converting these lands
intoavailable means, and the rapid rise in the value of
lands in that section of the State will now jusiify the pe- |
sertion, that the unsold 1 nds with the selections yet to be
made, will be sufficient to complete the canal to its original
termination, and that the people will never be calied upon
10 pay any portion of its cost.

Towards the close of the last session’s deliberations, the
legislature appointed Col, O, H. Smith, of Fayeute coun- |
ty, their agent to visit the seat of government of Ohio, for
the purpose ofobtaining from the legislature of that state, |
then in session, pernmission to construct that portion of the |
White-water canal, which, pursuing the valley of that ri- |
ver, passes a short distance through ber territory. "That du-
ty was promptly performed by Uol. Sinith, in delivering my
communication covering the Joint Resolution of tho Gener-
al Assembly to Gov. Lucas;, who submitted it 1o the legis-
lature of Ohio. The subject was referred to a committee
which, I regret to say, seemed to act under the impression |
that the White-water canal would be a rival of their Mi-
ami canal, and by withholding their assent, the busines of
the Wkite-water country would be forced into the Miami
canal, and made tributary to Ohio, and therefore reported
unfavorably. ‘That repory, however, was not concurred in,
and it is believed that, at the ensuing scssion of the legisla-
ture a more liberal and enlightened policy will prevail and

we shall obtain the desired permission. DBut if] contrary

to all reasonable and just expectations, the narrow and sel- |

fish policy recommended by the cominittee at their last
session, should influence the subsequent action ofthe state,
still we are not without a remedy, as from a recent exam-

ination, by Col, Staunsberry, our principal Rail Road En- '

gineer, it 1& ascertained that a much cheaper and shorter
communication can be opened by means of a Rail Road
commencing at or near Brookville, and connecting with the |
Lawrenceburgh and Indianapolis Rail-way, at adistance
of ten or twelve miles from the river., The loss of time
and trouble consequent upon the transshipment from the

|
one mode of convevance to the other, would, however,

render the continuetion of the canal to the Ohio much pre-
ferable. "T'he communicationof Col. Smith, in relation o
the subject, is herewith laid before you.

In accordance with the authority granted them by law,
the Fund Commissioners have borrowed for canal purposes
at an interest of five per cent, the sum of 603,257 dollars,
Upon the loan made early in the season they received a
premium of two percent.,and upon those made subsequent-
Iy, they received as high as seven per cent. premium, or at
the rates of one hundred and seven dollars for one hundred
dollars on our bonds at five per cent. interest. "T'hey have
also borrowed the further sum of four hundred and fifty
thousand dollars, the Bank capital, at five per cent.interest,
for which they received a premium of four and a half and
five dollars on the hundred, Their report will be laid be-
for you in proper time.

Of tha three per cent. fund accruing to the state on ac
count of the sales of the Public Domain at the United |

' and at other places in the town and s vicinity, it will be
twell for the Legisiatare to express an opinion on the sub-
! .i\'rl.

Cinine.

lege with that character. By so doing, you will withdraw
‘ the state institution from all competitton with the private
institutions namedy or with those that may hereafter be
1 established, you will allay the jealousy, and putdown the
| spirit of opposition which probubly exists, or may exist

wmong them; and on the coatrary cieate a reciprocity ol
|interests mutvally beneficial w all. These views, how-
ever, are submitted with great deference to the better and

{ more matured consideration of the Legislature,

The report made by Col. Kelso,y the visiter of the State

Prison, is submitted for your exawination. o the man-

Under the laws regalating the Prisoa, the daty of farm-

| ing or leasing ity with its hunates, for ateim of years, will
| devolve on the Governor next spring; and as some have

doubted whether the spirit and object of our cruminal laws
are complied with, in permiting the supermtendant to re-
move the convicts Lrom the prison to operate i brick yards,

I the poactice be sancuoued for the tutare, it willy
no doubt, lessen the charges on the treasvry for a period,
but whether, in the end, 1t would not be better, as regards
the safety and morals of the convicts, to confine thew in
their w u'rk;:iwi-_-', within the walls, wiil be for you to deter-

|
|

|
\

\

As this institation is so far removed {romn the eye of the
Legislature and of the executive ofhcers, 1 would advise
that it be made the duty of one or more of the state oli-
cers, to ascertain whethery and if so, for whiat sum the |
prison and prison grounds can be sold, and upon what terns E
a new and more capacious oue can be built at or near the
seat of government, either on account of the state, or on
private account, tor a term of yeais; the individual to
clothe, board and operate the prisonevs; the interual police

| to be left to the Legisiature, and the whole to be surrender-

ed to the state at the expiration of the ume,

"I'he circle, with the building designed tor the residence
of the executive of the state, has been enclosed with the
best fence the appropriation would procure.
in 1ts location and plang is not well suited to the purpoce,

| for which, 1t was originally intended, and as the public of-

fices will soon be removed to the capitoly, I would advise

| a sale of the property with tume for payinents, the proceeds
. 10 he applied in erecting and furnishing a suitable family

residence for the governor on part of the reserve at the
western termination of market street.—A private building
, of sutlicient size and eouveniance for the vesidence of your
governor can never be rented at this place, and without
' a suitable one he cannot acquit himseif with the members
ot the other branches of the govermnent, and with visiting
' strangers in that manner which his station and the laws of
hospitality require. 'I'he proceeds of the house on the

| eniele will be sufficient for the creation ol the new one and

will furnish it as far at it should be furnished without cost-
ing the state any further sum for the next thirty vears,
Since the last report of the agent, the "I'reasury has re-
leased about nine thousand three hundred dollars from the
sales heretofore made of the public property at the seat of
 government. Othersumsto the amount of 4,4 dollars
! will soon reach the I'reasury through the hands of the a-
gent. "T'he report of that edicer will, in due time be sub-
mmiead.

Upon the plot of the town there are several squeres

marked and set apart fur public purposes; but not

having been specilicaily designated by law for those
purposes, no one has exercised any cure orauthority
over thew. It will be well for the legislature to
make some final order on the subject. I'he block
| of timbered land on the eminence west of the capitol,
marked on the plat us public ground, if intended by
| the Legislature for that purpose, shonld be granted
| to the cerporate authorities of the town, on condition
that they encluse it, preserve the timber, ornament

N
|

hnaking an Lixecutive recommendation is relin-

Although the estimates are as yet incomplete, 1 . : i :
s gralil?ed in being able to say, that enough .5 | quished, not entircly on account of its delicacy

o =SE | fromn Lafayvette to Terre-Haute.
agement of its affairs, no waterial change has been made | 8

| since your last meecting.

|

1

|

' a small expense.

i al surveys and estimates for Rail-ways and Turnpike

1 ¥ ] See | . o e . . 3
Phat houses | gocon hundred miles, suggested the necessity of | principal under the process of taxation,
!

| known to satisfy us that the route from the Wabash | 40d resposibility, but because the reports to be
| Canal, by the way of the Mississiniway and White made by the cogineers are not yet so CO“‘P‘_“W
l:river to Indianapolis, and thence down the valley of | as to sllow an ex miuation and time fora decision.
i White river, by the way of P’rinceton to the Ohio, |
| river, ut Livansville, is not only practicable, but of'!
| easy and cheap construction. ‘I'he same is also as- |
‘certained as regards the continuation of the route |
'i'he proposed |
route {rom this place by the Driftwood fork of White |
' river to Jeflersonville, after a careful examination, !
| has been found to be tvo doubtful und expensive to |
te undertaken. *
The facility and cheapness of the line, [rom the |
| seat of Government to Evansville, having been sat-
{ isfactorily ascertained, and other facts relative to
the topography of the state being developed by the
' surveys already made, it was thought advisable,

'1

' while the necessary force was in the field, to run an

experimental line of levels from White river at or

near the wouth of Iel river to the Wabash at "L'er- |
re-Haute—a distance of about forty miles—the re-!
sult of which has satisfied the Engiuneers and the
Board thut the \Wabash can be united with White |
river aud the Oliio, at Evaneville, at comparatively, |
|
‘I'he law of the last session, authorizing the sever- ;
roads, under the direction of the Governor, has been
executed as regards the tield operation; and the ne-
, cessary estimates and drawings are in such a state
Lof forwarduess as to allow the superintending offi-
cer to present his report ina few days.
Jength of these surveys, traversing a large portion |

|
|
\

i

adopting such measures as would bring the requisite
forces into the field as early as the month of April;

skill in rail road engineering unemployed in the
western country, agsistance was sought from the At-
lantic States. For that purpose, Caleb B. Smith
i2sq. was requested to proceed to Washington City
before the adjournment of Congress, with letters to
our delegatiou, requesting them to unite in an ap-
plication to the War Departinent for the necessary
number of officers, and in the event that the request
for the assistance should not be complied with, he
was authorized to go inta the adjoining States and
| employ such a number of engineers as would ensure
the completion of the work in time for the present
session. The application at Washington wus met
| by an assurance from tha Secretary of War that Col.
'Stansberry’ and two assistants would be detailed for
Ilhe purpose. ‘I'he work requiring at least four se-
perate parties. AMr. Smith euntered into a written
agreement, with Col. Stansberry herewith submit-
ted, authorizing him as the superintending officer,
' to organize four parties, including the two assistants
promiged by the Secretary of War, the State paying
him tweo dollars and fifty cents per day. In pursu-
ance of this agreement, Col. Stansberry proceeded
in the organization of the several parties, but in
consequence of the Sccretary of War subsequently
declining to detail the assistants without assigning
any reason for it, he, Col. Stansberry, was oblized

4

The great |

The first steps in most of the important works
undertaken bave met with oposition from those who
entertained fears of taxation, bankruptey und ruin,
but of all the public works in other statcs, there are
none that have been abandoned or that have prov-
ed hurthensome or unpopular with the people, even
uader the highest rate of taxation; on the contrary,

they have uniformly become sources of wealth and |
comfurt, monumenis of public spiritand enterprise, |
‘and objects of just pride and cxultation with the |

people.  ‘I'hese iriumphant successes have setuled
the quesiion us to the practicability and utility of
t.ublic works, and encouraged by ithese examples,
our citizens have mauifested their willingness 1o

Center with spirit upon a system that will contribute

not less to their own prosperity, than to the credit
of the slate.

Ity afier you shall have hid a full and [ree con-
ferenco upon the subject, you agree with me in
the opinion, that public pulicy, public interest and
public sentiments, require of you a liberal expen-
diture in the immprovemncent of the conditon of the
state and of the people, it will be for your better
judgement to determine the extent of the invest-
ment: I will not however, withhold the opinoin,
that you may salely expend the amount of ten mil-
lions without ealling on the present or future

|of the state, and extending in length to upwards of | generations for the payment of uny portion of the

Butto
sustain an enterprise of such magnitude, a suita-

ble provision should be nade for the payment of

and as there were no gentlemen of acknowldeged | the interest on the eapital, onec mullion of which

would be needed the first year and about an equal
sum annually until the work shall be finished.
T'he additional revenue required to meet the in-
terests on the loan would iucrease the whole am-
ount of tax now paid by our citizena, one hulf:

that is he who now pays one dollar would have 1o

pay the further sum of fifty cents each year.

‘Tvo one who has not looked into the process, by
which this fact is ascertained, it may appear strange
that so small aa increase in the rate of taxation will
meet the interesti on so large a sum. It is never-
theless certain that an addition of one half on the
' present and annual increase in lands and other
the first few years, will be amply sufficient. Of
the vast increase of property liable 1o taxation,
some idea may be obtained by comparing our
population of 347,000 in 1830 with our present
uumber of not less than 600,000; and we have
unerring evidence that the 4,650,000 scres of land

returned for taxation last year, will be increased to
8,000,000 in 1840.

Relying on the correctness of these estimate,

property, with the tolls that will be coming in afier |

: one enquiry only remainsto be made, and that is,
then to select others to supply their places. 'T'he

States Land Offices, the receipts, at the treasury, the past |
year,amount to twenty-four thousand three hundred and
ninety-eight doliars, leaving the sum of five thousand and
five dollars to be supplied from future receipts, to satisfy a

and improve it.  You will act in this matter for fa-
ture generations, whe the population of this place
shall amount to thousands, when a forest tree will

: : not be seen for many mileo. Most of tho largs cities
balance of eighty-nine dollars sixty-seven cents due to each | of the United States, have such ground for the pur.
county under the last appropriations. ‘The sales at the potes, both of utility and ornameant.

United States land offices, within this state, during the past |~ | . 2
year, must amountto one and a half millions of dollars: | _ The tommission created by a Jaw of last session
vonsequently, the dividend of three per cent. to be received | 10T the assessment of damegesto private property on
by thie state the ensuing year, and probably for some time | the canal line has beex arrgauized. and is now 4lled
afterwards, will be larger than at any former period. Af- | by anexccutive appointinent of Messrs. Graham of
ter meeting the unsatisfied claims vpon this fund, it is for | Jackson, Talbot of Putnam, and Wallace of Foun-
helgatare o say wheocr it wil be advicablo fo ntel | ain counties. “The appoiotient of & commissinuer
tore recommended, or make some other disposition of tt. | by the ('0\5{'E9r a{i‘guthol:";zed OF: Bhwrhe SHES: Soven
Lu its appiication the claims of the new counties, having | £S5 o0 the ite Water line of canal, was made to
roads yet to open, should not be overlooked. | Gen. Morgan of Rush county, who has performed the
Awmong the other sources of coutribution to the treasury,  duties nssigned him, by filing the releases of the ma-

the past year, the Saline lands have produced by sales, \ jor part of the land holders on the line, with the Se-
rents, and interest on unpaid enstallaents, the sum of 4, cretary of State.

636 535.
The newly selected Michigan road lands were exposed ! . 1| Dbe operations of the State Bank through the

and sold at public out-cry, in the month of September, and

commanded an average price of four dollars and seventeen

Branches have had a most healthful and beneficial
influence on the enterprise and various pursuits of

parties were organized and reached their place of
destination the latter part of April and the first
week in May. The one upon the Lawrencebuagh
line was conducted by Mr. Adams of Connecticut,
the one on the Madison and Latayette line by Col.
Scheunck of New York, the one on the Evansville
| line by Mr. Collins of Baltimore, and the one on the
| New Albany and Crawfordsville line by Mr. Watts
| of Pennsylvania, the whole acting under the orders
|of Col. Stansberry. The party under Mr. Adams
reached this place in August and was preparing for
| the survey of the Columbus and Jeffersonville route,
when, in consequence of sickness among the officers
it was disbanded. ‘That route was then confided
to Mr. Coyle, the second officer under Mr. Collins,
for which purpose a new party was organized. Col.
Schenck terminated his examinations at Lafayette
in October. Major Watts closed the survey of the
New Albany and Crawfordsville route, and cow-
menced his examinations on the New Albany and

will our citizens cheerfully pay the same additional
tax?  Or in other words, should the state by a wise
policy, open a wmarket, with increased prices for
produce and wages of every kind, will thoy pay a
cent or two for each additional dollar thus put in-
to their pockets? Of this you can best determine.

Ifafter your mature exsmination of the sub-
ject, you think it advisable to embark, [ beyg leave
earnestly to remind you of the policy and neces-
sity of organizing a Board of public work with all
needlul powers to plan and cairy on the improve-
ments authorised.

In my last anoual communication [ noticed the
very laudable exertions of the Lawrenceburg und
 Indianapolis rail road company, & it is with great
 pleasure that I have since witnessed the zeal and
 perseverance with which they have commenced

|

determination to accomplish the enterprize. That

ity or thirty thousand dollars.

|

their work, giving satisfactory evidence of their!

Vincennes road when its progress was interrupted

cents per acre, amounting to §21,304 27 ; and subsequent-

by the lamepted death of his assistant, Mr. Paul,

rgute is destined to conslitute a link in the great|

i thousand dollars, which they will satisfactorily se-
(cure the state, by real estate of fixed and convertable
+ value in double the sum, to be secured at the expense
" of the company, and 88 may be directed. Of their
{ability to do this, without the shadow of danger to
\ the state, I am convinced from my own knowledge

of the estates of the members of the company, and,
therefore,cheerfully recommend their request to tho
consideration of the Legislature.

Not intending to elicit any action on your part at
this time, but for the infurmation, as well as the
gratification of the members of the Legislature, I
lay before you two pamphlets with the proceedings
of the citizens of Cincinnati and of Charleston,
South Carolina, and,also, the messages of the gov-
ernors of Georgic, and North Carolinia, all of which
are in reference to the consiruction of a rail wa
from Cincinnati 1o the city of Charleston.
Cousidering that this is the nearest and most direct
route to the sea board, every step that may be ta-
ken to render it available, cannot but becme a
matier of deep and abiding interest to the people
of Indiana.

T'he law of last Session, providing fora chango
in our revenue system, does not require the clerks
of the several counties 1o report the returns of the
assegsors to the Auditor of State before the first
day of December, consequently I am not able to
present you with a view of the result of the valua-
tions. From the best informatiou I can obtain
bowever, it is believed thit the disparity anticipa-
ted in the value of real estate in the old and new
| districts of the state, does not cxist. If, upon a
| comparison of all the returns, his opinion shall be
| found 10 be correet, there can be but little resson
'to question the policy or justice of a change. The
‘expzoses of our Suate Government have heen
 hitherto, borne, principally, by the land liolders,
,while other large, and generally, much more pro-
ductive invesuneunts of capital have contributed
little or nothing 1o the State Treasury. Althougly
{some of our citzens object to the nuinber of arti-
| cles included in the law, itis confidently believed,
it can be so shaped as to render it agreeable to
ElllL‘il‘ views— particularly when they see that the
tax upon land will be reduced in proportion to the
‘amount thut is charged upon other suhbjects of tax-
| tion—such property as now pays nothing, and whicly
| can only be brought in by the change proposed, No
| good and satisfactory reason can be assigned wh
(capital invested in Town property, Bank stock,

Merchoudise- or mnoney at interest should not Le

!
| subject to the same rate of taxation as an equal a-
| mount invested in land.

'There is to be found in the legislation of seversl
jof the late- sessions of the General Assembly a
ideparture from general rule and analogy, from
i which evil may arise, and which is at war with
]llnl principle in our government which requires

that the operations of all laws shall be equal and
general. I allude to the want of uniformity in the
organizition of our courts doing county business;
to the modes of appointing township officers; and
to the civil jurisdiction of justices of the peace. In
some counties justices of the psace transact county
business, in others, that duty is performed by com-
missioners elected for that purpose. In some
instances, township oflicers are chosen by the peo-
ple, in others, they are appointed by the courts do-
ing county buisness. In some counties, justices
of the prace have civil jurisdiction throughout the
county, in others, they ure restricted to the town-
ships in which they reside, with, perhaps, a stream
ot an idesl line for its boundary. These and simi-
Jar examples should be arrested and the one or the
other principle should prevail. Our laws should be
equal snd uniform, resulting from that compromise
of opinion out of which has grown the best princi-
ples ol our republican form of State and National
Governments, and, particularly, that whieh declares,
that in legislation the majority shall rufe.

In a casual conversation with a gentleman last
year in the service of the United States, I learned,
| that in making some Geological examinations near
| the line of the National road he had discovered in-
 dications of coal and other valuable minerals which
\determined me to suggest the propriety ofa geolo-

gical and topographical survey. of the state with a
view of looking into her wineral wealth and res-
ources, and, also of' publishing under 1he sanction
of the legislature a correct map. But as our new
territory had not then been subdivided into countics
. and bronght under civil jurisdiction the recommen-
 dation was postponed. That objection baving been

removed by the legislature of last winter, [ respect-
fully recomnmended the subject to your consider-
ation. In all countrics where mincral deposites
have becn discovered they have become leadin
items of commerce and wealth. In the mountain
districts of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Maryland,
their iron, coal, marble, and gibsum will bo the
chief articles of commerce and of support to the
public works. From the many indications and
| discovers inade, we have much reasen to believo

that this state abounds in such deposites; but with-
out the aid and application of geological scienco
they will never be perfectly developed. Should
you think the measure advisable, the surveys for
the two purposes can be confided to the same head,

n;’ that for geological purposes can be conducted
alone.

|
I
|

!

By an act of Congress, of March, 1808, the sum
two hundred thousand dollars was annually appli-
ed to the manuficture of arms for the milita of the
several stites. Since this State came into the Uni-
on near four million of dollars have been expended
| ander that act. "T'he quota of arms allotted 1o In-
| diana, under the general distribution smong the
| states, has, as yet, been distributed among the
| militia; but where these arms are, or what has been
| done with them, no one can te!l; nor, has the Quar-
1 ter Master General been able toget any satisfictory
| information from the officers on the subject. It is
believed, from other sources of information, that
the ligin companies in many instances have been
broken up, the arms dclivered to them destroyed,
converted to private use, or earried to other states
by persons removing. In this way our loss in
public property, of this kind, must amount to twen-
y According to an
| estimate recently made at the ordnance department,
j abqut one thousand muskets are due this state; of
' which, about fifiy boxes, with accoutrements, have
within the last month, arrived at Madison. 'l'hcse;
arms are worth, at first cost, near fourteen thon-
sand dollars; and as the impolicy of distributing
them, as herefore, has long since been so apparent
as 1o induce many of the states to provide a safe
depository, instead of delivering them to the militia,
would it not be advisable for Indiana to adopt a
similar policy,at least, uniil we can get some further
sccount of those already distributed?
he session before the last, | endevored to point

' of

ly, the private entries at three dollars per acre, amounted to :

SHO:) U“. Of the old Delke-l.:tin“,‘ me ﬂ!en.intc the last Bxse
nual report of the commissioners, brought 210,917 00, the
eutire receipts for the year amounting to $32 030 31.
‘T'hese sums will absorb every claim upon the fur:d S
ing an vnascerfained balanco of from one o two lh::umnd
lh{huin the hands of the commissioner, which, with the
pracseds of the 16,561 ucres remaining unsold will consti-
sute the jueans applicable to future improvements.

our citizens, and to an extent greater, it is believed,
than had been predicted by its friends. These ac-
commodations have been extended to every class of
our citizens as far as the resources of the institution
under its charter, would justify, experience has al-
ready satisfied the officers, that the time is not far
distant when it will be found that the capitol is en-
tirely insufficient for the rapidly increased business
snd population of our State. Indeed, in some of the

and soon after he was 8o much disabled by sickness
as to make it necessary for him to abandon the field.

line of proposed rail way from Charleston, South
Carolina, to_the Ohio River at Cincinnati, aud to

The party under Mr. Collins after closing its oper-
ations at Terre-Haute returned to Vincennee, and
finished the survey of the New Albany line to the
termination of the survey by Major Watts.

These surveys have been necessarily expensive,
but it is believed that the fund of accurate Topogra-
i phical information that has bcen obtained as to a

the Lake. This public spirited association of our
fellow-citizens do not intend to press their equal
claims to pecuniary aid from the state. They ask
her to take no share in the work; but they ask that
from her which can be granted in safety and to the
great service of the public: They desire her to
give them credit to the amount of five Mundred

out some of tho prominent defects in our probate

system,and as a remedy, proposed that the busine
should be transferred lo’lho g?:cuit courts, and lh:’t

in consequence of the increased duties, the judges’
salaries should be raised to one thousand dollars.—
gatn;ﬁed with the recommendation then made, I
beg leave now to reiterate it. In point of

it way safely be said, that the inc;’:lnag :xlr:ym::'
the circuit jud less from the tyea-

Judges will require
sury than is now paid to the probate judges.




