
many of them left the land of the ir na was such nnindLrPy to the Spanish
government, as ihey thought worth
noticing, and called upon the United
States for redress, and rt quired the pun-
ishment of the efficer who had commit-
ted the supposed violation of their neu-

tral rights. This led the President,
(Mr. Monroe) to enquire into his con-

duct, and for that purpose convened his

cabinet, of whom Mr. Calhoun was one,
being then Secretary of War. The
president, with his whole cabinet, except
John Q. Adams, were of the opinion
Gen. Jackson had done wrong, and so
well were they established in this opin-
ion, that Mr. Monroe wrote to gen.
Jackson to prepare the documents, in
order to make his defence. Mr. Cal-

houn, among the rest, rave it as his

glc acre, and suppose in the collisions
of pirty strife, they should think pro-

per to exercise this monstrous power,
is it not a oatural consequence, that we
must fall a victim to such a course of

policy? We may think this state of af-

fairs will never happen, and indeed
there is not much danger so long as the
Uoion shall move along harmoniously,
but by the attack3 lately made upon
it,.it is not very easy to predict what
may happen, or rather what may not

happen; would it not be better then,
for U3 to provide against the elfects of
the exsreise of this unhallowed, pow-
er by asking the government to fur-

nish us a feeble preventative, so far
at least, a3 that of giving settlement do
nation?, to a small amount, may oper-
ate towards it. I see in looking over
the statement made by a certain benev-

olent society, who have made it their

within our S'ate. Bat the Sis-tu- ft

being a short one, and much il the timo
consumed in the trial ol Judge Peck, to-

gether with the feehnps thai nre xci-te- d

in consequence of ihe conduct of the
Administration and the citizens oi Geor-

gia toward the Southern Indians, ren-
dered it difficult to ohiain appropriations
lor that purpose, or get up the bill out
of its place, and it was not reached do-

ling ttie Session in regular order. The
Departments likewise called upon, ami
obtained from Congress ar other appro-
priation ot eighty tnousand dollars in
addition to the five hundred thousand
appropriated lad year for the icmuvai
of those Indians, which threw another
obstacle in the way. The President,
however, is authorised to hold the treat-t-y

if he is di?posed to do so, and Mr. Ea-

ton, the Secretary of War, gave ma
strong intimation last year, that he
would do rso, hut his w hole time was ta-

ken up in the South, and 1 must confess
I have little hope oi its bt;ing douu this
season.

disconnrcle efforts of the State?,
would be at all calculated to secure
success if) the prosecution of a great
system of Nitional improvement? To
guarantee success, however, the Presi-

dent proposes that "Congress should
control the application ol the fund , if
it should be thought necessary." Now
in the first place, who is tojudge of this

necessity? Congress of course, and if

Congress are to control the application
of the funlc, why not do it directly,
and not thus indirectly? If the States
are to have them, give them to them
not thus lay the ground woi k of endless
broils and conflicts between them and
the General Government. We have a

pretty good data upon which to found
a calculation of the success of the pro-
posed system, in observing the manner
of the application of the three per cent,
fund in our own State; and what is

truly unfortunate, this great National
plan of internal improvement, the only
one suggested by our venerabfe Chief
Magistrate to which numberless con-
stitutional scruples did not apply, had
scarcely been conceived, belore it re-

ceived a paricidal blow in the House
of Representatives. This great sy stem
was thought worthy of the considera-
tion of a select committee. It was ac
cordingly referred to one, composed of
seven members all friends of the pre- - i understanding with all the heads of De-sen- t

Administration except one, with I partrnent; and notwithstanding I some-Colon- el

Polk of Tennessee, a warm de- - i times differed with them about my
voted personal and political friend of j rights, I have always sought to avoid
Gen. at their head, who made the conclusion that thav were rrovern- -

tivity and sought shelter in the wilder-
ness from the baneful effects of slavery,
will ever consent to adopt any measure
that has for its end, such strong induce-
ments to increase and perpetuate its
horrors. Never will they consent to

adopt any measure that holds out a
bribe of a million and a half of dollars
annually to their fellow citizens, to
hold in bondage their fellow men.
These indeed are a few and but a few
of the evils attending this magnificent
scheme of internal improvement.

In relation to the present adminis-
tration, it is pretty generally known,
and the arguments above used will pret-
ty clearly demonstrate, that 1 differ
with them in various points of policy.
I can certainly have no personal feel-

ings concerning this matter, for I have
never had either a personal or political
controversy with any of them, excep-
ting it has been in contending for the
rights of my constituents- - I have tho'l
that great injustice has sometimes been
done to them, and on those? occasions,
I have spoken freely. I think if any
man living can speak impartially, in re-

gard to them, or their course, I can. I

never suffer myself to be carried away
with passion, or biased by partialities.
I have endeavored to cultivate a good

ed by bad motives. The best of men
may differ, and the worst be governed
by good intentions. Private piqne,
persoual aggrandizement, and private
ambition may, and often do, mar and
vitiate the deliberations of our public
councils, and I cannot avoid thinking,
there are more or les3 of those senti-
ments mingling with thern at this time.
The wantonness of proscription, the
recklessness of private character, and
the remorselessuess of denunciation,
done on the part of the present, and
fullered on that of the late administra-
tion, too plainly evince there was cor-

ruption in the one, or deep rooted, un-

warrantable prejudice in the other.- - I
am not disposed either to throw all the
censure on the one, or entirely to ac-

quit the ether, but that there is some-

thing wrong at the head of this govern-
ment, no one can doubt, when he sees
the great functionaries, the two highest
officers in it, endeavoring to tear each
other to pieces. I have alluiion parti-
cularly io the unhappy controversy now
carried on between Mr. Calhoun and
Gen. Jackson.- -

It may bo paid by come who feel
themselves deeply interested in sustain-
ing the party, that it i3 not a matter
which interests the public. That is
not so,- - The public character and con-
duct of these great men, are public pro-
perty, and the public are deeply inter-
ested in whatever concerns their public
lives. If John C. Calhoun, is the dark,
insidious parasite that Gen. Jackson re-

presents him to be, he ought to meet
the reproach and reprehension of every
honest man, and be discarded as totally
unworthy the confidence of those who
have elevated him to the dignified sta
tion he occupies. If Gen. Jackson is
(hat malignant, vindicative tyrant that
could smother.in his bosom for so Ions
a time, the flames of malice and re-

venge against even a magnanimous
enemy, who, from a sense justice, or a
desire to conciliate, had long since
been led to acts of kindness, which
ought to have secured his forgiveness,
he would deserve the execration ol
every good man in the community or
if he be that weak imbecile dotard, that
could be wrought upon by the craflv
insinuations of an unprincipled favour-
ite, to sacrifice the character, the hon
our, and hard earned fame of an honest
man, for the bold, independent dis-

charge of a nigh responsible duty to his
country, because it happened to bear
hard upon him, he ought not to be
trusted with the power and authority
attached to the cilice of President of
the United States. One or the other
is totally unfit for the station he occu-
pies, and the public have a right to
know which it is. And whatever mav
be my sentiments towards the present
administration, I am certain that be-
tween these two men, I can form a very
impartial judgment, for I do not pro-
fess to be the political friend of cither,
but however impartial I might be in i

the judgment which ought to be ren-
dered between those distinguished in-

dividuals, justice would seem to de-
mand a suspension of sentence until the
whole case is laid before the public;
and my object in presenting it at this
time, is merely to give my fellow citi-
zens a limited view of the grounds upon
which the case stands at present, so far
as it has been presented to public view.
In 1813, General Jackson, in his con-tes- t

with the Seminole Indians, which
were then at war with the United
States, drove them from cur own ter-

ritory into the FloriJas, which then be-

longed to Spain. They iook shelter
under the Spanish farts, nnd General
Jackson, to secure and complete his
conquer, took the forts into his posses-
sion, after dispersing the Indian?. Thi

opinion, that Gen. Jackson's conduct
ought to be enquired into in some way
or other. However the whole cabinet
feeling very friendly toward Gen Jack-
son for his distinguished public servi- -

ces, (and more particularly Mr. Adams.)
they were much disposed to have the
matter settled if they could without ex-

posing or mortifying an able and de-

serving officer. Mr. Adams undertook
his defence, and finally procured an
amicable adjustment of the affair with
the Spanish government, without
bringing the question before a court
martial.

Mr. Vm. II. Crawford took a pret- -

ty active part it seems in this business,
which came to the acknowledge of gen.
Jackson, and for which, it is said, he
threatened to cat off his ears. So the
matter rested from the year 1319, un-

til about a year ago? when somebody
put into the hands of General Jackson,
a letter of Mr. Crawfords, which shew-
ed the fact that Mr. Calhoun had pro-
posed to have him court marshalled for
his conduct in that affair. Mr. Cal-
houn had beenfthe personal and politi-
cal fiiend of the General lor all the in-

tervening time, and was identified with
him in both the late elections for Pres
ident and Vice President, hut on get-

ting hold of that letterofMr. Craw-
ford?, he called upon Mr. Calhoun, to
know whether in fact he had been in
favor of having his conduct inquired in-

to on that occasion. Mr. Calhoun can-

didly confessed the fact, alleging that it
was in the discharge of his duty as
Secretary of War, and with the most
friendly feelings toward him as a man
and as an ricer, who had rendered the
most distinguished services to his coun
try.- - Upon this acknowledgment, how-

ever, General Jackcon discarded him
from h!3 friendship and declared him
guilty of ingratitude" and duplicity;
that all correspondence should hence-
forth and forever cease.- - Thus the af-

fair remained until a few weaks ago,
when Mr. Calhoun, in order to acquit
himself of those charge?, published the
correspondence to the world, and thus
the matter stands at this time.

Thus we see the two highest officers
in our Government criminating each
other. The one with being guilty of
ingratitude and duplicity The other
with being weak, vindictive, and malig-
nant. If they really be what they say
of each other, we ought to know it, as
it renders them unworthy our confi-

dence, and of th honours we have
conferred upon them. I have said
this much on the subject, believing it
to be one vitally affecting as well the
honor and interest of the country, as
the character and standing of those dis-

tinguished individuals in order that
justice may be done tht m by an impar
tial public,

There are othr topics I should
have been glad to notice before 1 clo-
sed this address; however before I do,
I beg leave to ask of my friends on both
sides of the great political questions
which are now agitating the country,
(for I have the consolation to believe
I have some on both sides,) to ponder
well what I have said to them in this let-

ter; they are matters of great impor-
tance tons all; that those who think I

am right in things and wrong in men,
will not abandon principles for the sake
of party; and those who believe me
wrong in both, will do me the justice
to believe, that if I err, it is an ei tor of
my head and not of my. heart.

I am respectfully,
JTOUIV TEST.

N. B. Since writing the above, I

have been called to perform the last
melancholy duty I owed to my old faith-
ful co-labour- er in our ccuntr service

The Hon Jams Nobl, lie depai-te- d

this life on Saturday the 2Gh of
February, 10 o'clock at night. The
world will bear a willing testimony to
the fidelity nndassiduily with which
he performed every public duty. The
country has lost a most faithful servant
whose labours were alwavs well direc-tf--- d

and honestly intended to promote
its good; and while he was desei vedly
the favorite of the people whom he re-

presented, and who deeply regret his
loss, his numerous friends, of whom he
was the idol, will never ceae to recol-
lect the cheerfulness and hilarity with
which he inspired the private circle in
which be moved.

I felt a great solicitude to obtain an
appropriation for holding a treaty to ex-

tinguish the Indian title to eeiue lands

business to examine into the numoer
of those imprisoned for debt in the
United States, that it is computed
atabout fifty thousand annually; now
would it not be better, and is it not due
tothoss unfortunate people togivethem
an opportunity of bettering their condi-

tion, by granting to th2m a small por-
tion of land, which without some such
provision may, and will remain waste
and uncultivated for centuries yet to
come? and is it not due to the new
States, to furnish them the means of
gradually populating their territories,
either in that, or some other way,
whereby they may in some time within
the circle of numerical power?, be re-

leased from their present state of vas

sallage to the Federal Government?
Another strong point in this case will
be found in the fact, that there is not a

nation, empire, kingdom, or govern-
ment under Heaven, that pretends to
ask any such price for their Janda as
the-Unite- d States No State in the
Union has ever made a matter of spec-
ulation of their public lands. They
have been disposed of for what would
pay the expense of securing the titles
to individual purchasers. In Canada,
Jand3 arc given away to actual settlers,
and something with them. In Russia
the lands are given away by that em-

pire, and in some - instances exempted
from taxation. The Persian empire,
one of the oldest governments in the
world, is this day offering lands "adapt-
ed to corn, wheat, barley, and oats, to
settlers who will take them;" and shall
we who proclaim to the world, that our
government, and ours alone, is fouu-de- d

in principles of eternal justice, and
"that all men are by nature, free and
equal;" shall we only withhold from
our fellow man, and fellow-citize- n, that
portion of his mother earth, which is

necessary for his subsistence unless he
will pay U3 for it, an extravagant price.
This is becoming a matter of some se-

rious concern too.. Mexico is giving
awayteven to foreigner?, who will take
them, her best lands in Texas, and thou-

sands are emigrating from thi3 country
to that, whereby we are losing a large
amount of our hardy & valuable popu-
lation, and the evil will increase, uuless
it is met by a counter operation in cur
jwn government.

I see that two vessels which sailed
from New Orleans, within a few days
carried out to that place two hundred
emigrants; and it will be found on ex-

amination, that the policy of holding up
the lands from actual settlers, ha9 its
origin in a dread of the old States to
part with their heretofore conlroling
political power, much more than in any
desire they have to impose pecuniary
burdens upon their fellow citizens of
the United States.

The present Administration being
opposed to the improvement of the
country, with the funds of the General
government,the president has proposed
a substitute, by distributing the surplus
funds among the several States, accor-

ding to the ratio of representation, after
the payment of the public debt. To
this proposition there are various ob-

jections, and some which I conceive to
be insurmountable.

In the first place, if there can be one
solitary argument against the system,
upon constitutional grounds, this pro-
position of the President's involves
every objectionable point in the argu-
ment. The great objection made to
the prosecution of the system of inter-
nal imrovements is that the objects of
the appropriations "are local, not na-

tional," and yet this proposition goes to

give the national funds to the individu-
al States to be applied entirely to ob-

jects such as the States may select,
whether local or national. Now what
possible difference can there be, wheth-
er the General Government apply the
funds directly to objects local in them-
selves, or give them to the States to do
so? What difference whether I mur-
der an individual myself, or employ an
assassin to do it? Where is the author-
ity found in the Constitution, to be-

stow the funds of the General G overn-
ment upon th8 individual States?
Could not such a fund, in the hands of
a corrupt Administration, be ued to
seduce the States from their allegiance
to the Union, in favour of him who
might hold in his hand the executive
power? Is it to be presumed that the

For the Palladium.
Jlr. Editor Having noticed in ih&

8th No. of the Palladium, a communi-
cation over the signature of A. J.
Cotton, on the subject of the revenue
laws of this state; 1 confess I was some-
what surprised at his notions of the
ad valorem svstem of taxation. iut
they are about in accordance with the
notions of all who favor the system.
They w ill raise the hue and cry against
the present mode of taxation, and then
with all the pretended solemnity of
honest politicians, mount their popular
hobby, (the ad valorem system of tax-

ation;) the true spirit of" which, with
its tendencies, they do not understand for conceal from the good people they
wish to rouse from their lethargy. On
first sight of Mr. Cotton's production,
I thought some remark necessary; hut
the want of time t ability caused me to
defer it. But noticing another com-
munication under the signature of Far-
mer, jr., in the 51st No. of the States-
man, and as there iha9 been so much
harping on this subject,! have thought
proper to submit this communication,
not from any personal feelings except
of the best kind but from an honest
difference of opinion, which will not
lessen my friendship. I must however
doubt his knowledge of the situation of
Indiana, or if he does, it would seem
he ms not given the subject entered
on that consideration it deserves. Ho
quotea the laws of Maine, and says
'that a just valuation of the real and
personal property of each individual
shall be made from time to time, and
that each individual shall he taxed ac-

cording to such valuation money at
interest not excepted. " And now for
the details of his law:

Lands, with the improvements there-
on, horse3 and oxen are the subjects of
taxation; and Farmer jr. embraces-horses-,

oxen, house?, and lots. If
these are separate writers, it shows'
how well the friends of what is called-th- e

ad valorem system agree in what
ought to be subjects of taxation, un-

der their hobby; but if the same, it
shows that he forgets houses and lots
in his former. Well, now let us take
a view of the case on whom does
this law bear? On the industrious la-

boring class of community, or on the
rich, with their thousands in their pock-
ets, or vested otherwise, not corning
within the .pale of (he law? This will
not he difficult to determine. The in-

dustrious farmer, who, in all cases, is the
principal pillar ofall governments, feels
its pressure. His lands with their
improvement, acquired by strict ap-

plication to industry, byr night and day,
the work of his ow n hands, because her
has abstained from indolence and in-

temperate habits, and has improved his
little farm in the best manner his cir-
cumstances will admit, are to be taxed
for his industry. How incensistant.
What incouragement is there for a
man to try to do well? None. The
speculator may have his thousands in
his pocket, and thousands of acres of
land in an unimproved state, & it is val-
ued accordingly. Hence the man with
perhaps 10 or tQ acres of land, per-
haps in debt to half its value , will pay
tax equal to the one last named, and
thus pressed down with an insufferable
burden of tax, he remains stationary,
unable to purchase another foot of land,
and the only horse or ox he has to aid
in the cultivation of his little farm,
must be valued, and if he has a house
and lot it must be also valued; and what
is gained by it? Hut it is against the
towns principally that the clamor of the
enemies of the present mode of taxation
is directed. They have fine build-

ings, says they, and pay nothing for
them. This i not the fact. That
there are deficiencies in the present
law I admit. ButHinder existing cir-cumstan-

ces,

with some exceptions, it
is certainly the best that can or will
be adopted for many years to come, if
ever. I question if the ad valorem sys-
tem, so called, in its full extent will
remedy the evil; and unless it is carri-
ed to its full extent, it is the most un-

just system that ran be pdoptc-d-; nnd
even then, thi evils over balance ths

their report to the House, declaring it
unconstitutional an d inexpedient. And
in order to enlighten the public mind
in relation to it, they thought it neces-

sary to print, at the public expense,
many thousand copies of that report to
be circulated among the people.

One strong objection to this mode of
distribution, is to be found in the ine-

quality of representation between the
free and slave States. All who recol-
lect the history of the times in which
the Constitution was adopted, know,
that nothing but a direct taxation, in

proportion to the representation,
(which was then the only permanent
mode thought of.) could ever have in-

duced the free States to yield to the
compromise which allows three fifths of
the slave population, to be added to
that of the freer in the apportionment
of representatives among the Spates.
But such was the compromise, so that
two millions and upwards of slaves now
in the United States, will give the slave
States, an additional number of thirty
representatives in Congress over that
of the free States, which constitutes
more than a seventh part of the whole
number of representativea from all
the States. Hence it follows, that
by this mode of distribution according
to the representation, the slave States
would receive a proportion of the Na-
tional funds more than the free, equal
to one seventh part of all that were dis-

tributed.
For example, in 1C20, Pennsylvania

had a free population of one million of
souls, and Virginia six hundred thou-

sand; the former has twenty-si- x repre-
sentatives in Congress, and the latter
twenty-two- . Now suppose there were
one million of dollars to be divided be-

tween those two States according to
their representation, Virginia would
receive for her six hundred thousand
free while?, four hundred and fifty-eig- ht

thousand three hundred and thir-
ty dollars, whiU Pennsylvania with a
million and more of free whites, would
receive but five hundred and forty-on- e

thousand six hundred and seventy dol-

lars: that is, wit!) her additional popu-
lation of four hunderd thousand, she
would receive only eighty-thre- e thou-
sand three hundred and forty dollars
more than Virginia. Or to place the
subject in another point of view , there
are two hundred and thirteen members
of Congress in the whole the slaves
States are entitled to twenty-three- , on
account of their black population.
Now suppose there were ten millions of
dollars to be distributed, the slave
States would receive one million one
hundred and twenty-si- x thousand seven
hundred and sixty dollars more in pro-

portion to their free population than
the free States. It seems to me then,
if we were to adopt the President's
plan of internal improvement, we
should add to our lack of political
strength, the folly of throwing away
our moral power to be derived from ihe
money. re should place the slave
Slates in this favorable position; we
have already given them more than a
fifth of our political strength in conse-
quence of their million and a-ha- of
slaves, and because we have done so,
we are to give them besides a million
and a half dollars. It would certainly
be a good bargain for them, for they
would be receiving a million and a halt
of dollars for the virtue of holding
slaves. As we have laboured ineffec-
tually for y ears to civilize fhe Indians,
under such an arrangement as this c
should find our labour equally ineffec-
tual in abolishing slavery, because we
should be paying a million and a half
dollars annually as a bribe for its con-
tinuation and augmentation. I cannot
thiuk my constituents, who have so


