questions present themselves, whe'her
it woald be better to apply the whole
proceeds of the sinkioug fund, to the
paymeut of the public debt, in ordes
to extinguish it immediately, or as
speedily as possible,or to apply a por-
tion of it toa general system of inter-
nal improvement by roads and canals;
and whether it would be better, alter
the extinguishment of the publicdebt,
to reduce the tariff toa mere revenue
gystem, which should be barely ade-
quate to the ordinary expenditures of
This appears to be
the opinion of a large majority of the
present ruling party in Congress, as
well as a majority of the present admin-
It has been my misfortane

the government.

istration.
to diff:r with them on these points, and
indeed several others, and it bas only
been by a division among themselves

that we were able to maintain the ne-|

gative of those great questionsin the
councils of the Union. It will not be

expected of me to discuss these impor-

tant subjects, within the narrow limits
of a circular letter, but [ will beg leave

to state a few facts,and leave you to

draw the conclusion.

even a gnod turnpike and thatof a
rail road or canal, is about three
fourths; that is, when the carriage
upona tarnpike costssixty dollars a tor,
the same extent on rail road or canal,
will cost about fifteen dflars. If then
the carriage of the various articles of
impnr!alia'n to, and exportaiion from
illn: valley of the Missiszippi or Wes.
[ tern country, cost ten millions of dollars
annually, the advantage to the Wes.-
‘tern people would be seven millions
five bundred thousand dollars in one
year, or more or less, according to the
amount of transportation, which would
almost make either a rail road or capal
from eastto West, [ have ofien
and I firmly believe, that the Western
people would find that their interests
were promoted by making one or other
or both of those modes of conveyance
atl theirown expense—& [ have further
said and do believe, that the peo,le
1nl'lhf: United States would find their
interest in making such an impiove-
| mentout of the public fundz, as it would
‘enhancc the price of the public lands to
a much grealer amount (han the cost
of such an establishment, and if it be

As | have never yetlimidly withheld | thought the funds ofthe General Gov- |
my opinions from you in any case in|ernment would be too much encroached

which you were interested, and as a
crisis in our public affsirs has arisen in
which, to vascillaie or equivocate,

~would be criminal, [ shall not shrink

| upon, it would be no more than reason-
[ub]c and justthat the proceeds of the
'sales of the Western lun's should be
rapplied to that object until it was ac-

satd |

their happiness, they ought by all
means to maintain them.

In England, in Germany, in China,
and some other countries, the people
are reduced to the maximum of labour
and the minimum of subsistence.
That is, they are compelled from the
despotisms under whith'thuy live, to
perform the grealest possible extent of

cause the power to protect the country
from the invagion of a foreign enemy,
or a domestic insurrection, is as impor-
tant as that of prntecting domestic
manufactures. Since ama) rity of the
Admipistration, and that ol the prevail-
ing party in Congress,are evidently op-
posed to the iariffor the protection ol
sur manufactures by daties on foreign it
articles, the sutject has become a topie | labour, with the |<"F?5t. possible amount
of un little interest in every part of the | af suhsistence. This is not the casze 1n
Union, including the Westera country, | the United States, ami ‘}[--;n;'rn [urblg
[t therefore seems proper thal | should ' it ever should be. _ Chis 13 a_ glalc
say something about ity as | am desi- | whichs found to exist U_‘"J' in d“*f""’j
rous my constituents should clearly un- | tisms, where every thing is ‘L,i“'fl"-'d by
derstand it. the rich and nothing is left for the poor

By our declaration of independence, | hut teil and misery; and in snvh_a coun
'we have prm-l.-ii.nlel to the world that, | try, under such a government, for lhetn
'/l men are by nature free and equal,” | rulers to omit to secure to their sub-
'and upon this ill‘in!’_'ip‘-l‘ are founded all .(linct?- the bencfits of l!_‘.t'u' .dntm'slw. in-
onr civil and political ipstitutions, | dustry, after loading it with so many

S L S

| our fegislalive ; ‘ :
'to the maintenance of this glorious [ it not that that state of society begels
| principle, and one of the most impor- | lnxury and extravagance, so that be-

|

'T'hia principle implies, that the great,
the small, the high, the low, the rich,
and the poor,all have originally equal
rights and equal privileges, and that all

i actsought to be directed

tant auxiliary measures in sopport of it
is, the protection of our own domestic
industry. I am no more disposed to
argoe (his pointy than that of interoal
Jimprovements, butas in the other case,
! will beg leave to make a [ew state-
ments in relation to facts, and leave my

from that responsibility which every icnmplifhf-d. Or perhaps a surer, jus- [ful}nw citizens to draw the concinsions.

bonest statesman feelsit a duty to take {ter, and better mode than any would |

The great objection first made to the

- * | - — . i . LY . ) = ; W
upon himself. o relation to the first of [ be, forthe United States to cede to the | tarif in this coun'ry was, that if we

those questions, whether 1t would be

better to apply the whole proceeds of

the sinking fund to the payment of the
public debt,
geven millions of dollars due to the
Baonk of the United States, the Presi-
dent recommends a repeal of the char-
ter of that institationy and if that is to be
done, it would seem altogether useless
to pay up the money for the stock
which the Government holds, merely
to draw it out again when the Bank
ghall wind up its business. It now
produces an interest of six per cent. per
annum, while the average interest
which the Government pays on its debt,
is about four or four and a bhalf. And
in relation to the three per cent. slocks,
it would seem equally useless to pay up
that, if the funds counld be vested in any
object of general utility, or such an one
as would yield an interest of more than
three per cent. per annum, and which
one would think could be done without
great difficulty.
The benefits resulling to the Gov-
ernment alone from a general system
of internal improvement is incalcula-
ble. What was our sitaation the last
war? Our troops on tke Northern
frontier were in a state of starvation
half their time, because of the limited
means of transportation. Suappose the
New York and Ohio canals had then
been open, provisions could have been
carried Irom the interior of those
States, suflicient to have supplied
plentifuily, the whole army at a cost
of not more than eight dollars a barrel,
when itis a well known fact, tested
by the records of the country, that it
has cost on the frontier, as high as six-
ty dollars perbarrel, and other weigh-
ty articles in proportion. Why, the
extra expense of supplying the army
during that war alone, occasioned by
the lack of their canais, was more than
would have made them both. The
benefits resulting from those facilities in
transporling of troops and munitions of
war by land through the interior of the
Union, are equal, if not greater than
those of the whole navy. The naval
establishment costs us about four mil-
iions annually, (and money well laid
eut too.) Let there be the samesum
Judiciously laid out in a well digested
system of general internal improve
menty and a three years war, of the
grade of tbelast, coald be prosecnted
more efliciently with one half the num-
ber of men,and instead of costing us
nearly four bundred millions, as that
did, it will not cost us half the sum,
and without interfeiing with, and al-
most extinguishing every branch of in-
dustry in the couniry. Ithink ! am
not exaggerating when 1 say, that the
aid of those two great works in the
Statesof New York and {)hin, would
have saved the government of the Uni-
ted States more than one hundred
millions of dollars, while the whole
works themselves, have not cost twen-
ty millions. Why, to carry a single
piece of artillery,say one ton, from the
Eastern to the Western extreme of the
Union, in the ordinary mode of trans-
portation by land, would formerly, or
during the war, have cost perhaps be-
tween three and four hundred dollars,
whilesuch a piece, with the small im-
provemenis which have been since
made, could be carried for less than
cue hundred. These kind of improve-
ments, viewed simply in the light of
civil (ransportalion in times of peace,
are of the highest and most transcen-
dent importance, setting aside the mor-
al influence they have upon the com-
munity in general, by operating as a
facile means of social intercourse,
Their benefits in time, and labor saving
are inconceivable. Forexample, the

As regards the sum of

them, they are lodged ovo

insfr'rn States, the balance of the
tands which are nnsold,upon condition
that they shounld make the improve.
ment, At any rate, it ought to he
made upon some terms or other. But
the President and a majority of his cabi- |
net say,thereis no power in the Con-
stitution of the United States granting
to Congress the authority to make
such improvements. Without going
into the constitutional argument ahout
this right or power, permit me tosiate
a few facts.,

It does scem to me that this rigid
construction of the Constitution is a
part of the great nullifying system
which has lately been commenced and
will ultimately end, if not checked, in
the dissolution of the Union, because

| reyvenuae

'manufacture all our own go)ida, our
arising from importations
would cease
apply to a direct tax for raizing the ne-
cessary funds for the support of the Go-
vernment, and they were supported in
thi rine by their friends in the
Bri arliament.  This alarmed our
Southern brethren, as they would in
thatevent, have bad to pay a tax for
tbree fifths of their slaves——such pro-
portion being represented in Congress,
and the direct tax required to be in
proportion to their representation,
Thhis prediction, however, has entirely
failed, fer our revenue is now much
more abundant than then. Another
objection was made, which was, that
manuafactared arficles would come much
higher, and that the dulies being laid

it cramps the operations of Congress un-
der the Constitution in such a man- |
ner, as to render the one a mere instra- |
ment of the executive, and the other
almost a dead letters Let us examine
a littley the powers given to Congress
by the provisions of the Coustitation, |
and I thisk all these subtleties will be
discarded in a mement,

The constitation gives to Congress
the power to establish post oilices and
post roads. Now suppose Congress
should think it proper that the mail |
should be transported on a rail road
from Philadelphia & Baitimore to Cin-
cin® . in a couple of days, instead of
sen g it by the way of country roads
in twenly days, as they used to do;|
have they not the power? Or in other
words, if they have the power, and it is
their duty to transport the mail from
one pointjofthe Union to another, have |
they not the power of choosing the
means by which they wili transport it?
Or if they can establish post roads, can
they not establizh rail roads, and call
them post roads?  And would they not
in fact be post roads? Again, “Con-
gress have power to declare war, to
raise armies, to support them, and are
bound to defend the Union.,” Now
as they have the power to do these
things, and are really under a solemn
obligation to protect the people against
foreign invasions, and intestine commo-
tions, can they not choose the means by
which they shall exercise those pow-
ers? If for example, they desired to
transport a thousand cannon and a
proportional quantity of other arms
and munitions of war from their arsen-
als in the east to Green Bay in the west, |
could they not make a canalor a rail
road for that purpose, or aid the inter-.
vening Stales in deing it? It might
not be expedient for Congress to do any
of these things, but that they have the
power, I have nomore doubt than that
they have the power to pass a pension |
law. And here | will ask the permis-
sion to use the same argument in their
favor, that General Jackson uses in his
message, in relation to the tariff Jaws,
for protecting domestic manufactures,
for it is tolally unanswerable, equally |
in the one case as in the other.

]

In relation to that subject he says in
substance, (I do rot mean to quote him
literally,) ““the States originally possess-
ed that power, and as it was clearly ta-
ken away from them by the Constitu-
tion, if the United States have it m:ﬂ.,l

|
i
]
|

)
'|

|

of establishing post oflices and

much as they had the power to protect | |
their domestic industry, and all these
powers are now clearly taken away

follows, that if Congress do not possess | ¢

difference beiween thecarriage upon

which is altogetber nadwmissible, be-

where—— l

England or any other place, I am vet |

upon articles which were necessary for
the poor, their svmpathies were much
drawn aut in their favor. 'T'his pre-
diction, like the other, has failed; and
the poor man finds at this day, that he
can wear as good a coat
neighbour--made by the bhand of his
own fellow citizen, and that too, at a
much less price than formerly. They
have, therefore, abandoned those af:
lirmations, becavse, experience has ren-
dered their maintenance absurd. Duat
they still insist upon it, that all dutics
operate as a tax upon the people, and
that the bigher those duties, are, the
heavier the tax. This they lay down
as a universal principle. Let us test it,
If it were really so, manufactured arti-
cles would be higher than they were
before the tariff principle was adopted.
The reverse of which is the truth.
i“xperience is the test of theories, and
so far experience has falsified their
theories. DBut let us examine it a lit-
tle, both practically and theoretically.

Now if it were really true that we
had to purchase from abroad all our
manufactures, why the dulies would
inevitably make them come higher, but
we bave the raw material, and can
make them at home; wherefore we are
not obliged to purchase them from

and we should have to|

as his rich |

exactions, would be the basest and vi-

lest of all injustice. One would think
they could,in a country thus situated,
' mapufacture cheaper than in a country
'like our own, and they could too, were

{ fore the article manufactured, url‘i\._'te
at the market, it has been loaded with
| so many taxes, tithes, and exactions,

| that the manulacturer has to obtain a |

large price in order to indemnify him
| against these impesitions,  Bot sup-
| pose [ admit they really manulaclure
]L:Iw:\per than ourselves, it ouly, admits
| the greater necessity for securing our-
{selves by restrictive duties, unless
| theze people would come (o us and tuke
{our produce in exchange for their man-
ufactares at our advanced prices, for
it is evident, if we are compelled to
carry our produce their distant
| country, and exchange it with them at
 their reduced prices, we are the losers
' to the amouant of the carriage backward
and forward, together with the diilcr-
icncv of price and all risks and contino-
gencies attending the adventure.

lL)

little higher price at home, than to
take all that trouble and run all that
risk, to get to throw away tae dificr-
ence. If it is to be thrown away, let
us give it directiy to the poor ol thal
country, for by throwing it into the

lost to us, and oniy adds to the wealth
of the wealithy in the country to which
it goes, 1 have said that the restric-
tive duties, or the tariilyis one of (he
gurest means by which the working
class of our fcllow eitizens could be se-
cared in the maiontenance of their liber-
| ty, equality, and independence.

in a country where (reedom prevails,
men will not, they cannot, and they,

that they doy in couantries where, by
the monopolies and the rigour of the
government, they are compelled to la.

and sustaino themselves at the minimum
of expense. 1t is one of the best traits
in the character cof our society in
this country, that il is a credit to a man
to labour and be industrious., ¥e who
does so, is placed in the foremost ranks
of the social circle; and the reason is,
because he obiains a due portion of (he
proiits of his labour—he feels as he
ought to feel, that he iz none the less

er; and the amount and eflicieocy of
hiz labour, is with him, a malter ol
principle, not of necessity. Ie is dis
posed to do a reasonable amount of it,
& expects a reasonable compeunsation
forit. To this he is justly entitled,
and the larger the compersation which

abroad, and therefore their theory fails,
They lay it down as a general rule,
that taxing an article makes it come
higher to the consumer, or him who
makes uge of ite. Now!l would ask these
theorists, if taxing grindstones, lamber,
indian corn, flour, beef, pork, or pota-

Is given to (he workman, the l.:igl.u olf
course will be the price of the article
on which the labouris bestowed. Up-
der such circamsiances it would seem
reasonable to suppese that we could
not manufacture in conntry, as
cheap as they can in countries where

o3
LS

toes, would raise the price to those |
who vsed them. 1 think almost any |
one oi ihem would answer io the nega- |
tive: hence their theory fails them, and .’
why? because those things are easily |
produced, are in abundance, are made |
as cheap as they can be any where, |
and therefore are not subject to be|
operaled vpon by any duties whichf
may or can be levied upon them,
Then to say that we cannot manufac- |
ture those articles, of which we rajse l
(the raw material o abnndance, as gnod |
and as cheap as they can be manufac- .
tured any where alse, is to say that we
are more idle and bave less genjus|
than those who rival us. This i3 a|
charge [ am not willing to submit to— |
it is not true. But although | am pot !
willing to admit that we are more idle,‘

| or less ingenious in this country than ip | price to the poor mau at hiom

willing to confess for the sake of arga- | we
the poweris lodged no where—which fment, if M wi
is pot at all admissible.” Well, the | good, that we do not make those arti- | must pecessarily become dependent
States originally had all these powers | cles of manufacture as cheap as the '
_ post | in some other countries;
roads, and of defending themselves by | make this admission for
such means as they thought best, as | gument, which is really ot true, § shal |

li do our opponents any

y do |
and when ]
the sake of dr-i

ay it down as one of the strongest rea. |

sons 1n favor of the taritl, aud shall |
| show, that so far from the duties ope- | expenditure of the
from them by the Counstitotion; and il ' rating '

r classofonr feilow citizens

Y ”l ) mre : ’

directly in their favour, aod that for! vernmeut to its otigioal stmphicity in
their comforty, their prosperity, and!the exercise of all ils (voclions,” '

| are to quit manufacturivg and throw |

the poor are the mere servants of the
rich. Let it be admilted then, that
manufactures cannot be carried on as
cheap here, as in such coantries, and
that it is because workmen are beiter
paid for their labour, does it fullow
that because workman are well paid
for their labour whereby the price is
enhanced to thed purchaser, that

Y we

non other countries for the |

ourselves uj

necessaries
say, that we must abandon the means
of securing our ind: hec
of the equalily we enjoy. uld he |
to =ay, that it is better lo pay foreign-
ers for doing cur woik, in preference
toour own citiz 'ns; that it is better to
depend upon foreign countries for the
necessaries of life, than to pay a fais
for
labour; that becaunse we edjoy freedom

{t]-\!t‘l]f't', iti=e

It we

£
i
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must necessarily endure paverty;

that because we enrjoy eguality, we |

|
\
|
|
|

The copy of the fullowing ecmmunication
having been mislaid, will account for ts noun-
appearance in the regular order of pubi cation.
For the Pallad um.
% Laus of Maine”—econtinued
The laws of Maine provide that
each county thall be set off into repre-
sentative districts, of one representa-
tive each; which districts shall have
the exclusive right to elect its own re-
presentative. To this mode of doing
business, | feel quite partial.  The
county being thus set off into small dis-
{ricts, sends up a representative from
every quarter, and may, therefore,
safely anticipate a fair representation.
And further, i1t not ouly does away the
necessity of eandidates patroling the
county, to make themselves known to
the [H‘l'?]‘]{‘. but also excludes from the
possibility of an election an unprinci-
pled, or unqualified person. None
are brought into the field, but such as
have long maintaired the l!l;'l:ii_\' of
‘‘a good, sound, moral, influential char-
acter,” To such men, and to such
onlv,can the public interest be entrus-
ted with safety.—~The above mention-
ed mede of electing representatives,
when contrasted with our’s, presents a
wide ditlerence. There are in Dear-
born county nine towunships, all of
which have hitherte been entitled to
four l'l'l"i'("‘l‘!tfilf;\'{‘s. to be elected lr_v

said county; and for a number of years
past there have been no small exertions
used to secure the election of all, in
what is commonly called, “the upper
or the Jower end of the county ™  And
last year the point was so far carried,

Would it not thea be belter to give al

form of a commercial transaclion, it is |

as to elect three of the four in one
township. This to me appears mora
ly wrong. Asan individual | Lave a
ways songht for an equal distribution
| of representation, and have uniformly
| vated accovdingly. DBut to settle the
question fairly, and upon a sure basis,
let the county be districteds As it has
eventuated, Dearborn is hereafter en-
titled to three representatives only, so
that each commissioner’s district need
only be designated a representative
district.  The other counties would
require a dilferent  arrangement,
which, however, may very easily be
made. The necessity of thus district-
ing the counties may further be urged,
upon the consideration that there
are not unfrequently local interests to
be attended wunte in representation.
And should a question of this character

1
I
1
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ought not to labour inthe same manner |
-

{

respected because he labours for anoth- |

arise, (as was the Michigan road,) and
should district No. 1, fix upon a suita-
ble person to attend to its concerns,
‘iz easy to see that some unqualified
person might come out, greedy for of-
fice, and inan electioneering tour pro-
claim to districts No. 2 and 3. 1 am the
man to whomm you may confide your
interest with safety; and thes might

| be elected to represent district No. 1.
bour to the maximum of their streneth, | A person altogpether incompetent to
] %1 . P

l
|
|

its vast concerns, and one that it did
not want—and vice verse. Then let
each district have the exclusive right
to elect.  Dut again it has also
been intimated that it would do away
the necessity of so much elcctioneering
as i common among us, In conforma-
tion of this fact, permit, me, sir, to re-
T to the last Auwgust election, at
which time 1stood before the people
as a candidate for the responsible of-
lice of associate judge

AT

3 and notwitl-
standing the whole concern was man-
aged in my absence, yet so far as it re-
lated to Manchester, my place of resi-
dence, 1 was handsomely elected.
The foregoing remarks may, with
equal force, be applied to the election
of commissioners also. This applica-
tion, in advance, may be considered
quite immature and presumptive; but
should the late law remain unamended,
I venture to predict that its aptitede
will be fully realized not many vears
!:l':.'f. Ce l;‘.ll ~!mu!\! it ht‘ ll;‘:'_ l"‘l_ J l!mt
they are county oflicers, and therefore
shouid be elected h_\‘ the county, it
need only be said in reply, that l'L‘]I"'lf-
sentatives and senators are state ofli-

| cers, and according to this logic, should
| be elected by the state;—and repre-

sentatives and senators to congress,
lit;il!i_{ U. Siutf‘s‘ ui‘i‘l(‘tl:?.. f':l'.‘ii]l.l qilur.e-c-
quently be elected by the U. Siates.
The objection therefore will not hold
good. Dut to proceed. “The laws of

of life? This would be to| Maine™ farther provide, that each,

township shall collect its own revenue,

1} . «
whethier for stale, county, or town
purposes; and that it shall at each an-
—_— v - : -
nual town-meeting be sold to the )

P OW-

est bidder. Such an amendment in
our code could not fail to please a
large majority of the people. In the
first place it would be a great saving
of mon Ve Qe could certainly C'l“t"(.'t
the rovenue of hils own Ilr\\l..‘!-i}‘, al a

much lower per cent., than he could
the wl ‘v; and in the next

. . 1
e coutl

H_f_::lll]t't the iuterests of the poor- [ ;ipg“i,;}.i“;: 1the IH:'{IE'; debt as Sp

-'|-.J_1u- it would. in Dearborn, furnizh
nine persons eal;:.u;lliy with El:-f.nl't but
| prefitable job. Whe, 1 would ask,
imong s has not seen and felt the ne-
| cessity of such an amerdment? Qur
now

This is a doctrine not to be sancltioned
in this glorious and happy Republic
:_-s“\,. 18 all ul}' \-lLAL L

) - 2l » ’
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Gen, Jackson's method n-,';ur wrimo th state and county revenues

are

U hion,— l_i} artesting the protligate | © vlected by a coat ty « Nertor, while
public money, ex. | the tow: ship revenue remains a sep-

b edily jarate concern, to he collected by each

1§ possihley and by restraluing the Go. township; and which does not amount
vieatly ta more than from 6 1-4 te 923

cents to vl i1. Feidal A SUID ECAiCt iy




