uaprofilable tenaniry, with no beller
hope than to procore bread epoungh to
gratify the calls of nature If such
children and parents of misfortune,
were permiued to occupy as tpelr 0w,
even the sterile and bleak iiufricte of
land, which no «ne at any price would
buy, they would feel more like free
mea. Yes,if their lands were too poor
to produce any thing but the green
grass, their gitaation would be infintely

way, by the year 1840, progressing at
the rate of the past, a million of souls
will live in ladiana.

Y»u may, or you may not, make the
congressional d'etricle, under the late
census, this eession. You can form
them subject to contingencies before the
ratio bill is passed by congress, or abso-
lutely afterwards. Our new delegation
will not be elected until Aogust, 1533.
Perhaps it might be most agrerable to
form the state and federal districte al

more happy,than to be doomed to the
homeless drudgery of a perpetual an-
derling servitude. Open a door toa
general freehold population, and the
goveroment al once receives Dew
strength as a consequence of the attach-
ment which all men have to a home.
When this is the situation of the people,

the same time,and be rid of the subj~cl.

Some steady and uniform made of do- !
ing county business throoghout the |
state, is recommended, alike by its|
benefi's, and the evils of the present |
one. What most appears to be the |

ground of complaint is, the diff-rent |

ipublic exccution ene of curiosity and
amusement to many, rather than one of
lasting impressio. ? 131t the purpose of
the spectator,in travelling fur days to
| such exhibitions, to lcaro his duty to his
| fellow man or barely to see one of his
race hang and die? The answers
which the close ohsevver would give to
these queries, would be such as to make
the supreme power of a state, bause to
examine this question in all its bearings,
Counflinement at labous in the solitary
cell, responds to all of tlie reascus for
punishment, and has been found to be
practicable withoul its sopposed con-

comitants, madness, inhumanity, and |

gradual mortality. Bat what weighs
most in argument agaivst life taking is
—that all men are fallible and some

' tatorial, office, their evil practices and
their creed ounght to be rendered as
harmless to the body politic as possible.
It seems to be contended, in true feder-
aliet sang froid, that when a man is el-
ected to office he becomes at ouce a
kind of omnipotent being, and indepen-
| dent of the people—That the presump-
(ion at once attaches, that as be is sel-
lected for his “talents” and other merits,
he is, therefore, above the people, the
lazs, and the conctitution. ‘Lue iofer

United States’ poiiticians. Schooled ifs
in this theory, prace and goud neigh-
borhood will again return, and decep-
lion be rendered more difficult. When
men are presented as the rallying stan.
dard, we may behold a fine exterio:

affable depoitment—the gentleman—
scholar—an intelligent face—elegant
mien—traits of honesty—semblances of
'morality—and much more, to ccl.
' mand our admiration; but, the seat of
| intention is still invisible; and we may

Jet external or internal commotions
arise, they will be irresistable in war,
and as priceless as Fabricius against
bribery and corraption. When the
endearments of home and family are en-
tertwained together in the !leart of the
citizen, and the preservation of lhue_e
dependaut upop the salvation qf his
counrry, he is then prepared to die for
it. If such lands are valueless to the
Union, then the cries of the needy are
the demands ~fjustice and sound policy.

The Indians still abide among u..—
Here they are, wasting away like the

: . corrupt, and that when vuality istaken
k‘mds of county l'n[?un«lala WllhlllO:::: {away from the creature through exher
:f'm':hcom::_';“::a;" f'::sI(::::ie a‘i}d W ‘ofthese infirmitiesy nothing bulsuper-

";a i et Jb h ’d e natural agency can again restore 1.
vihers commissionert. ach a dive | When the ,zwiury of witnesses or the
ty of special legislation in this matter, ?_ﬁ'uihi:s of & court oF jury, shall snap
tl.?l" lead in time to a Il'a:u'afcmI..'wllet c'qnfu' "the thread of life, there 15 no redress;
e l?ﬂ::”? Th;)lp‘ b: l:; L':f;'wu‘:g"?‘:] bat when through l!.wn? other corpore-
;'me. w4 :;‘a“f‘; “a ue! af it Ligis al punishments are n icted, or haes,
e 18 in the state or o . TS e o ‘ :

r loss ate, or reputationy or other
lation shonld always be general, produ- | VoiR of setate, b y

.rlng.nn{fu,.m:fy ln. _lls (:IFP(:IE; and op ?nut rdaniilon AEe enpsntvative abd
' pogition by munorilies to the soleamly

| S eclared will of the maforily. is no'ro-mndml principles of our 1nsiilutions,
eclared w y : roriy . all ! f suciet

. v may cure atl o! the errorg of soCle
]apnlngv for spec‘ml acts aterwards to y ; ¥

i+ jury , is the consequence, the wrong is |

ance drawp is—that it i1s contended an | woo and wed, at last, secret designs &
1 officer cannot acquit his conscience and | infirmities common to mao in hig'great.
at the same time serve popular whims est perfection. DBut when principles
and caprices, Ile must, to be useful,{and. measures summon uUs Lo become
| be absolwte. This 1s pure aristocracy. | their volaries——they are thrown open
‘It is the delusive theory wiclded by | (0 our view unmasked—-we can behold
| kings to enslave the multitate. They : their very soul, their body, and their
| take it for granted that the people at] en_d-Twe cau examine them - with our
large are beasts of barden, and incapa- | mind’s eye, investigale their causesand
‘ble of sell government, Our new re: | eff-cts, and probe them to the core—&
cruits to this doctrine, must act upon | when approved, we can embrace them
the same principles, to sustain the pos- | as leaders that will notdeceiv‘e us—that
ition—that the oflicer who will violate | cannot desert us--that will live immu-
' constilutional constructione, given to |lably amidst the jarrings of party sirile,
l him from the legitimate source—either | (0 poinl the way to certain avnd glorious

the people or (he legislature as the case i victory. JAlen must yield to measnres—
may be—on any point whatever,—can | DOl measures Lo men,
hold fast to the people’s cfiice, 8 mo-|  Among the numerous subjects which
' ment afterwards, and hurl d+fiance at |a dusire to avoid further prolixity, has
| the power who gave il. YWe have found | induced me to reserve for your superior
| with a vengeance, that we have those : wisdom and penetration, about which

gnow 4ke befare the fer_tiq rays qf_lhp | commit havoc upon the beavty and

bat that of taking away life from 1ono- | who not only contend for such notable
cence. When there 18 no redress for | notions, but (hose who practice them
uoder hicense.  This class of old siae

give organic laws, give them separate
estates in lands, give them privileges
and make them ciiz-ns, or appeal 1o
the g oneral guovernment to assign them
a place of their choice beyond the Mis- |
sissippi, in a country suitable to thei
chace or the establishment of a govern- |
ment of their own, to which they may |
emigrate if theyplease. To suppuse that !
the barbarian wi'h all hissavage feel- |
ings and maoners and hornfic customs, |
can long exist in the heart of civilized
societv, withont urpleasant collissions,
is about as probable as to expect @
uninn between fire and waler, for a mu
tual existence. One or the other must
prevail, and it is not to be supposed that
the civihized will yield to the savage
state. [t would be the part of wisdom
to give them sperdily whal must be
fix. d apon them by the force of circum-
stances in the ultimatum; but in love
and without force,

The Sundey mail question is still alive.
Like other abstractions. not susceptible of
being formed into law by us but bearing up- |
en our righ's or priyilegrs, we may consid- |
er this « snbjeet of legitimate notice.  Still |
it should form no part of our purpose to di- |
minish jn the leas! that deep veneration
which is po jastly enterteined for the chnstian
sabbath, or 10 insinuate an unfavorable opin
oo 10 the diwinity of s ius vuon., Feow
things whiet form a part ol the social eon:
nDact, buman or hvine, &r productive of
more salotary U cts in th's werid of moral
« evil thana sabbath or day of rest »nd oo d |
itation  But we wish ro L. ave th. pro‘ection :
of this sacr+d day where we found 1,10 ine |
bands of the Almighty, its divinity n,on the ‘
testimony of the bible and «the punishraent of |
its violalors to him who ordered at. 1 *hus |
is the Lora’s day and of hus appointment, 1t 18
under his prolection. and he will prescrve |
it. Let the muils run unt! they nre sropped |
by a higher power than congrese. If this
body shall assume a jursdiction over the #a
gred writings on a8 single wubject the wedge
is then entered, and thire 18 notting further
in the way to prevent ‘hem from t+k'ng com-
plete cognizanes of the whole, The wrtro
doxy of this, anod the heterodoxy of that
creed, wou'd soon follow ia the tramn
fraitful soarece of pew | gislation conerrning
the seriptares  Vhar aysrem of ethics wruch
will not sten* alone wod recommend ilself by |
" its own graces. without the white wast.s of |
the law , des=rves a torub among the rubbish ;
of other bumasn follies And that ope which |
elsime for iteelf perfection over all others. in
the oidst of en extended religions ‘oleration '
is pot likely to escape *uspicion for i1a npe
sump’on. It is the natural 4n constilutional
right ( all to think as freely as ¢ ¢ please,
withou! responsib.lity, and to act underit, ;

I will become your pr vieoo, a’ the |
prosent sessioi, to lay off the state ito
new seenatorinl  aud  representative
dis'ricte.  The usual diffcolties grou-;
ing cutof this task will be found to pre- ‘
sen' themselees az ulmast insurm onta- |
blf’ Obﬁ'ﬂ(‘li‘s AMong your begt ex: rfions l|
to do equal justice, 2nd at the same time |
give compleie salisfaction, to all lh¢=.-1
counties in the state. If y,u are goy- !
erned 1n the formation of districts by]

|
|

(

i

0L 4

| tional injunciion.

| clusively?

is the practice to stop? Thne ¢ xamples
already on our statute book, 1t persist
ed in, will in time produce a heterogen-
eous & deformed policy, without come-
linesg, wisdom, or public security,
The philanthropic ex rtions, making,
too, in some conn'ies in the state, (o)
the erection of asylums for the poor,
gpon farms, might induce the state 1o
make them common, auder the constita-
If .an application
were made to Coigress, for the loca-
tion of a section of land, for «very coun-
ty in the state, for such humane purpo

' gea, I latter mys«If that it would suc-

ceed. Why not? H the lands are
ours, and Congress holds them in frust
only for vs, surely we may dispose of
them in our own way.— And how could
ahoat two townshipe of land be better
disposed of? Iudeed, there is much
veason for ma ing such applications for
the domain, in all «f the states barder

"ing on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers.

Ard could it be sind by any of the old
states, that this is apother scheme for
the wostern states aggrandiz ment ex
No—for the doors of these
asylums wuuld be open to the uuhappy
victims of misfortun-, of every «tate
and clime. Many a son or danghter of

affluent parentage, in the old states, |

mighty, under adverse circumestances
have the tear of aflliction dried up, in
thege purseries of benevolence, The
shores of our principal nivers, already
vocal with the cries of distress, should
ANRWEr lh(‘ HbjP(_‘ﬁﬂN, that SUCh gral’lls
waould be of focal benefit.

Applications are frequently made to
the Goveroor, io fill vacancies, created, '
]

or supposed to be created, by the nb-}r
sence of fficers.  "The length of fime |

that an officer mart bhave removed or

' absented himself from his fice or place |

of residence; to consfiiute a vacancy, |
apprars not to be sp-cified by law, |
This is necessary. When an afScer
dies or resigns, there 1s no A1fije olty in
filling tie vacant place. Bat bow long
a mab may absent himself before he
ahandouns his oftice, is matter of opinion.
The public sentiment is divided on this
subj ct; and therefore the fime should |
be f1.ed b‘" law,

[a the pres-nt advanced and refined |
state of the human mind; in those gov-
ernments which jo«ly stand at the
head of the civiliz d world, the pro-
priety of inflicting capital puvishments,
18, from the ~zperimonts of bygone ag:s,
growig mo e and mor questionable,
The right ot society 1o 1ake away life,

'sach a cruel deed, with what a trem-
' bling caution are we bound, by every
sacred duty, to guard against ilyhy law
| and practice. Whilst the quo animo,
%by which mven ect and are judged, hes
concealed in 1ts congenial microcosm
and Lidden from the kvenest penetra-
(1on, most attemp's to arrive at a cer-
tazly with regard to ity; must prove
aburtive. The aftions of the coirela-
lives, mind and matter, as belug the
interpreters of each other, are often
treacherous.,  Ejfects are somelimes
ascribed lo causes which uever produo-
ced them, DMisapprehcenaion and mis
take follow. The scene cluses with

toms of the early and rdde stages of
soclely, when even witchcralt was be-
lieved in by legislators and judges as
learned as Matthew Hale; and life 1a-
ken to appease the superstition of the
law and judge.

At the request of the legislature of
Alabama, [ shall lay before you a mem-
orial from that state to congress, pray-
ing for relief to land debtors 10 the U,
States, 80 as to allow pay for 1mprove-
mente on forfeited lands, and to sus-
pend their sales, &zc. This document
has merile,

I am’also requested to lay before you,
resolutions of the states of Connecticut

| & Georgia,; the latter fur, & the former

against an alteration of the constitution
of the U. S aws, relative to the pre-
sidential election.  Ohe of thege states
I8 averse to any alleration whatever,
The other wishes such a modificanion
of 1t as will give the election exclu-
‘gively to the people, without the inter-
v-niion of electors or cougress,

Tne secretary of war has forwarded
to this state 179 copies of artillery and
2172 ohwlantry tactics, which are sub
J ¢t to such distribution as you may
direct

Toe various duties required of the
exvcutive, by several resulutions of the
lazt general assembly, have been strict
ly performed, which will be made man-
ifest to you at a proper time.

‘T'he same economy and improvement
may be introduced iuto the probate
sysiem, by exchanging the county fora
circuit probate judge; which exempli
grafia, has distinguished the uvseluiness
of the circuit over the county prosecu-
tors, making a competent judge
his own cl-1k, and requiring a record
to be procured & kept in each county,
the business may be done for Jess and
far better than under the present mode.

The records of this court should dis-

and t o e policy of deiv g so, publicly, | play as murh critical and legal accu-

though su-tai,- d oy the hoary advocate
of time any usage, are among the most
problematical of the settl-d practicesof
the ag-, which have so voiformly re-
ceived the acquiescence of nations.
Shall the antiquity and uaniversality of

these customs, how+ver, secure them

against assault, and sanctify the doub-.

meny as any in the state. There is
none more important.  And vnless the
proceedings are marked with strict ac-
curacy, an endless litigation will grow
out ol them,

Good faith and approaching neces-
ity r-quire, that the dounation at Ip.
dianapolis should be soid to creale a

ful reasoning wiich tustains them? Or

fund for the ereciion of a state house.

any definilely =ed ra'io, whether it re- | may we, ander the lights of experience, | The collection of materials for such a
mains as it i8 or increased, there are | teeming from all quarters ol the glnbf:,i building as the state will have funds 1o
many counties which Wi.” be deprived | and us the disciples of all wholesome erecty, will be the work of considerable
of separale represenliative privileges, | reforms which are 'mprovements, ven- | time. The balance of the land laid

now enjnying them. The most eatisfac | ture to doubt whether they bave not |
tion will, duubtless, be given, by rather | failed to answer the ends of this kind |

out in twenty acre lots, would be most

one ufthe primative bul barbarous cus- 1

leaning to a system of compromise, than |
to tou cinse an adhesion 1o exact num. |
bers. Owing toour prodigious increase |
of population, duriog the last five years,
an increase of members in both houses |
must be the cousequence of even an
increased ratio, which, in either case, |
to too great an extent, we are admon- |
ished by economical considerations, |
and the representative principle, to be
gnarded sgainst. Within the last ten
years we have risen in numerical
strength from one hundred and foriy |
odd thousand, to about four hundred |
thousand. Sach an unparallclied rige
in ro short » time, will enable us 10 1p
duige the presentment, that vnless we
receive an unforcseen check in some

L

- likely to bring the most money. It i8 |
of punishment. It iz true, thar in1a-

lawgivers,have yet to learn, or if in-
| formed, are too sivister toavow it, that
'there are few who willin these en-
' lightened times, call in question that
important maxim, ‘“that all power and
authority are radically in the people.”
' Aud it is becoming evident, that lewer
will ever dispule it in Ume (o come,
To such as have not yet found it con.
venien! to believe in these things, et me
say—My soul come not thau into your
secrels; unto your assembiy, mue hon-
our, be not thou uuvited. 1oough qual
ifications in agents and other qualities,
coustiiute a considerable item in sop-
port of representative goveramenlt, in
its favour, it is eviden! (rom the nature
of ibings, that convemience and safety,
are by tar the m st prominent induce-
ments to its preferences of any other.
The people are always sufe in their cwn
hands, with light.

All koow that 1t 13 inconvenient for
the people en mass, in pure democrali-
cal form,to aci, uispersed over immense
territories ; yet it must be admitted,
that they pussess the capaciTy; or they
have not capability and sagacity en-
cagh to chooge one to act for them.
They retain in their own hands all
powers not erpressly named in their
charter, to be wielded by them,through
their agents, and under their supervis-

lion.  Surely, then, it is their right to

be heard and respected, 10 every thing

! which concerus \hem, in the admims-

tration of their government. Aud he
who will not bow to the omnipotence
-of public sentiment—either in Congress
or in state Liegizlatures, or elsewhere—
and suffer the people or their represen-
tatives to make him their organ, what.
ever may be his “own former opinions,”
deserves a destiny as uneuviable as that
of the late Charles X., because he is
as tyrannical. The .grn 15 employ-
ed vy an election to do the people’s
business, and he must do it in their woy
and not 10 fus own, or give place to those
who will. He who consents to be el-

greesto sacrifice his general indepen-
dence, becomes a slave to opinions not
his own, and belongs 10 Ais party; and
like a late Keuiacky Seoator, is bound
to sacrifice the interest of his state to
sustain the principles ofa party, or be
expelled from their ranke. He who is
elected npon his merit, by the free suf-

without a parly contest, is free; aud
may be independent—will feel bim-
self under obligations to his enfire con-
stituents and friende, without knowing
or wishing to know, where they stand in
politics—is fettered by no foreign ic-
cumbrances; and may, like an honest
man, act from his owon views of riocks
and wrong, and always be found on ihe
side of principle and the interest of the
people at large. Dat no mode or num-
ber of electiong, should ever withdraw
| the eye of the agent from the wishes of
his constituente, or make him indiffer-

forms his opinion in advance, to oppose
or support._any man, men, or party, with-
out allowing himself latitude for reflec-
tion and investigation, puts his mental

| nal process.

ected to office upoun pariy ground, a- |

frages of all parties, or by the people, |

ent to the will of the majorily. He who |

king life, all opportunity is cul - fF from
the off nder 10 commit other «ffences;
but this s only one of the uhjncta which
panishments decign to effect.  They

ook to a reformation of their victims,

and to examples to society, (o deter

| others from the commission of similar

crimes for which the eriminal suffired.
Are these designs 4o be consummated

g ! ! ]
by placing it without the power of th

e

kg bim the lostrument of a finished
burlesque wpon the other? [s the brief
pueniod between the gallows and conzie-
tion a suitable or gollicie nt {ime for the
culprit to make his atonement to bis
country orbis Ged? 1s ot the duy of

time that some definite conclusion was
taken in this affair.

I feel mysell bound again to digress,
for the sake of opinions which 1 hold
dear, to notice some attempts, by heads
of voluntary associations, to undermine
the grand superstructure,of republican-
ism and overturn the first principles of
the representative system, within the
past season, in this state. Political
heresies, if left uncombatted wil) soon
fasten their fangs upon the object. The
hydra should be slain in its own ele-
ment, in limine. If “unauthorised bo-
dies are in future to nsurp the names
and places of their conslitutional % com.
peers,” and assist in regalating the
glate, or are permitied to usarp the dic-

independence in chains, and his prin-
ciples under the lead of a disciplined
aristocracy. [t is true, that when the
popular will is full and fairly expressed
in placing men in power, their acts
should in every instance be supported;
not as much on their own account as
from respect to the power which created
them——when their aim is honest & their
tendency the advancement of the pub-
lic grod.  But to make men first the
nncleus of a party rendezvous and suf-

own pleasure, is inconsistent with re-
publican institutions. Measures first
and thern men to sustain them, and none
but such as will sustain them, oughi to be

on the title page of the text book of the

fer them to dictate the measure at their |

' much aunxiely is felty permit me respect-
fally to recommend :—That you bestow
a suifable attention upon the condition
of our navigable 1ivers, as calling for ap-
propriations vut of the three per ceat.
fund for their improveme=nt, 1o se ure
the safeiy of the descending craft; avd
o encourage the steam boat to venture
upon those streams, which, but for their
nataral ,obstructions wouid invite her
to visit their extensive shores. That
you take iolo consideration the con-
dition of oar college, and 1oster it with
that parental care which shall preserve
it free from religious sectariarasm or pol-
itical phriyism, that « way lorm ripe &
liberab sciolars; =9ch as will be orua-
ments to the state, and benefaclors to
their race—That you enquire, whiether
our state roads have not tailed 1o res
ceive the amount of labour due them
by law and the physical force of the
state, as an «ffocl of too much reliance
upon the thrce per cent fund.—That
you may compare the 1310, 141h, ad
171h sections of the constnution, which
probibit imprigonment for debt, unless
Jor fraud, secure the right ot bail, and
forbid the requirement of excessive se-
curily, with the 41h section ol 1he prac-
lice act, the 14th section of the execu-
tion laws, and the insclvent debtor act,
which provide for the imprisonment and
release of debtors, under the cupras ad
respundendum and capias ad salisfuciens
dum,n order to be salisicd thai the
constutution 18 general in 1ts application
o all siages ol proceeding in actions,
and that the laws make a distinclion in
rights of the debter upon mesne and f#-
Ouar laws aid the d-bior
in obtaining ks release vpon execution,
without a resort to the insolvent law,
and where there is no presumption of
fraud; but the original writ still takes'
the body to jail uniess bail isgiven or a
schedule 1: hiled. 1 1he failure to give
bail, that presumption of fraud intend-
ed by the constitution which may im-
prison one? The debtor may be un-
able 1o give bail, and yet have property
envugh to pay his d=bts, and be unwil-
ling to file his sehedule. ‘Fhe consti-
tution has abolished imprisonment for
debt, but authorises it for fraud or pre-
sumption of fraud. The propriety and
constitutienality, therefore, olpimprisnn-
ing the body, either by the jfirst or las
process in a suit for debt alone, without
providing some way of attaching fraud
to the defendant, is extremely doubtlul.
To owe without the means of paymeut
Is @ misfortune, but to act Jradulently in
a ertme  Great abuses have been prac-
lised under the 4th section of the prac-
tice act. It authorises bail in actions
ol **covenant detinue, &c.” without anw
affidavit of the amount due. It is easy
toevade (he constitation by suing cna
covenan!, nolt for the payment of money
or liquidated damages, lay the damages
al ten limes the amount forthcoming,
file no affidavit to any amount,imprisen
the defendant until the trial; and thus
demand excessive bail and violate the
constitution. This has been practised.
In the one of these cases, an affidavit
should be made in all cases where there
18 NO 8um cerlain; and in the other, the
relief given on the capias ad satisfaci-
endum ehonld be extended to the capi-
as ad respondendum.

It will, doubtless, be to you an agree-
able service to authorise the presenta-
tion of the contents of two boxes of
public documen's, to the ladiana col-
lege, or its worthy President, in behalf
of the state, and at the instance of the
Secretary of State of the United States,
- in conformity toan act of Congress: &
also, two boses of the same from the
same, to the first established historical
society in Indiana. The above named
boxes have come to hand.

lo any attempt to revise the mililary
laws, the growing necessily of a classifi-
cation of the militia into voluntary and
sedentary corps, with a view 1o a more
eflicient organization and to afford come
plete relief to the conscienticusly scra-




