fenged. TIn the trial of those challenges,
the nature of the masonic institution, and
secret signs and obligations of its’ mem-
bers,q0 far as they were supposed tc bear
upon the question at issae, were develop-

ed and proved by witnesses, some of

whom had abandoned the society,as weil
as by one who still adbered to it. Enter-
taining doubts whether this tes:timony
falls within that descripton of evidence
which the legislature seem to have in-
tended should be reported, it has been
omitteds It has appeared in the course
of one of the irials, that in one instance
application was made by one of the per-
sons. implicated, for a contribution from
the fuids of a distant lodge and chapter
in Jeff2rson county, to be applied for the
relief of Bruce and others engaged in the
abduction of William Morgan, who were
represented as being persecuted. Judi-
cial evidence of the application of the
funds of any lodge or chapter to sach
purpases, has not come to my knowl-
edge. lodeed the course of my official
inquiries has not been to ascertain any
such fact, |

As might be expected from the virtue
and intelligence ofa people worthy of a
free government, the crimes committed,
upon William Morgan excited almost
universal indignation, in that section .of
the country particularly, which was the
gcene of their perpetration, Popular
meetings were held, at which committees
were appointed to investigate the (rans-
action, and to aid in bringing the off 'nd-
ers to justice. Some of these committees
bave employed themselves in diverting
the public sentiment to the formation of a
political party, which avows as its object,
the eatire overthrow of the masonie insti.
tation; and as the means of accomplish-
iong that end, the election to office of such
R’eraona only as will unite in their policy.

any of our most intelligent fellow citi-
zens.refuse to co-operate in what they
deem an undistingaishing and iutolerent
proscription. Entertaining an honest be-
lief that the masonic institution has be-
come useless, if it ever was valuable—
that from the nature ofits organizition
it is liable to be perverted to wicked and
dangerous purposes, aud that in this
country secrecy and mystery are unne-

cessary and suspiciou-, they yet refuse to
criminate all the members of the society
in the misdeeds of a comparatively small
pumber, and they deem sober and calm
apprals to the understanding of the com-
maunity to be a more eff:ctual mode of
procuring an abandonment of the mason-
Ic institution, than any party assnciation,
whieh may be subject to the imputation
of personal motives.

The effect of political nrganization, al-
lud-d to, has been to compel a more
strict and close union among those mem-
bers of the fraternity who will adhere to
it, and to «xcite a sympathy in their fa-
vor among their friends and fellow citi-
zens, and’ thus to retard and obstruct the
attainument of its professed object.

The irritation produced by (his state
of things has been most disastrous to the
peace and happiness of society in that
portion of the state. It has mingled in
the business and in all relations of life,
avd aff-cted alm st very question of a
public nature. ¥ ur Ex cllency, there-
fore,will not be surprised by the informa-
tioun, that ¢fforts have been made on both
sides to conuect it with the public pros-
ecutionsagainst the personscharged with
a participation in the oulrages upon
William Morgan.—On the one side, it
probably has beeun supposed that their
political objects would be promoted by a
belief of the existence of such a conuec-
tion. Their opponents have concurred
in efforts toimpress the same belief, prob-
ably with the expectation of diverting
the public sentiment against what is call-
ed “the ¢xcitement,’ and of beingable to
attribute to that cause alone, any convic-
tions of the accused which might take
place. Iundecd this has been the most
effectual weapon of defence, on the vari-
ous trials, 1in which the pending pruseco-
tions have been most erroneously and un-
justly attributed to political motives, in
which the minds of jurors have heen con-
stantly alarmed with the apprehension
thar they might b mselves act under the
inflacnce of tue existing irritation,

Bat in fact there has been no sach
connrctionyand it is due to the honor and

dignity of the goveriment, and purity of
the administration of justicey that the er-
ror should be exposed. The duty has
been felt to be as imperious as the task
was difficuli, to preserve the judicial pro-
ceedings which have taken place on the
guhj <ty wholiy and absolutely free from
the contamipation of any party influen-
ces wha. ver, AudIreporttoyour Ex
cellency, that this object has been ac-
complished,as far as the frailty of human
nature would allow. [Indeed the public
sentiment in relation to the pros-
ecutions, has undergone a change. The
feverish anxiety and irritation which
were produced by an apprehension that
the power of the government would not
be «fliciently exerted, or if exerted, that
it would be unequal to a developement
of the facia of the case, have yielded to
a conviction that all constitutional and
legiumate measures, which could be
adopted, have been sedolously employ-
ed, aud bave resulted 10 throwing muoch
light apon ihe transaction. The public
miud has tuerefore become much trap-

quilized, and instead of vindictive hoelil-
ity against those implicated, they are
now rather congidered as the infatuated
instruments of a bad institution than as
culpable moral agents; and [recmasonry,
it obligations and its secrecy, have be-
come the objects of deep and extencive
hostility. A strong feeling of individual
sympathy has arisen in favor of the accu-
sed, of which a remarkable instance has
recently been turpished in a verdict of
acquittal, rendered under a state of evi-
dence which, to say the leasty would
have afforded very plausible grounds for
a contrary result. I have conceived this
statement of the actual condition of pub-
lic sentiment, in the western part of this
state,'o be demanded, ag well for the in-
formation of the government, as to cor-
rect the many and extravagant errors
prevailing on that subj-ct.
Notwithstanding much labor and time
have been d-voted to the investigation,
it will probably be supposed that its pro-
gress has been slow, and to those unac-
quainted with the difficalties attending
ity it may appear to have been unneces-
sarily procrastinated. The occasion
seems to require that the cause of the
delay should be stated.

Frowmn the members of the masonic fra-
[ternily, who still adhere toit, and who
consider themselves wcluded in the war-
fare of which an account has been given,
no assistance whatever has been receiv-
ed, although the occasions demanding it
have been frequent, With but few ex-
ceptions, witnesses who still belonged (0
the institution, have been reluctant 1
their attendance at court, & apparently
tndisposed to testify,--Difliculties which
never occurred in any other prosecution,
have been met at every step. Witnesses
have been secreted; they bave been sent
off into Canaday and inte dificrent slates
of the Umon. They have been appriged
of process being issued to compel their
attendance, and have been thereby eua-
bled to evade its gervice. [nene instance
after a party implicated had been arrest
ed and brought into this state; he was
decoyed from the individual having him
in cbarge aud finally escaped. Theat
occurrences have been so numerous and
various as to forbid the belief that they
are the result of individual effort alone,
and they have evinced the concert of s«
many agents, as to indicate an extensive
combination to screen from panishment
those charged with the participation in
the off-uces upon William Morgan. No
evidence, however, has come to my
knowledge, to justily the belief that the
members of the masonic institation gen-
erally have been engaged in any such
combination.

lishould notbeinferred that the testimo-
ny which haz been delailed in this repor,
can be produced on any one trial. Some
of the witnesses bave escaped beyond
the reach of legal process; others per-
emptorily refuscd to testify, and they are
in such a situation, that they suppose
themselves b-yond the legal means of
coercion. Facts and circumstances
which bave been fully proved on a pre-
vious trial by direct testimony, require
therefore to be established on other oc-
casiong, by circumstantial evidence.
From the number and variety of the wit-
nesses to be examined, and the complica-
ted nature of the questicns to be deter-
mined, the investigations and the trials
necesgarily occupy much time,

Uutil the expiration of the period pre-
scribed by law, for commencing prose-
cutions, I have attended all the courts
respectively, From what has been al
ready stated it will be seen how much
time and eifhrt have been required to
discover testim-'ny 4 to cullect the neces-
sary witnesses and tosecure their attend-
ance before the various grand juries,
and at different courts, where trials were
had or were e pected.

S me of the mdictments which had
been (ound wader the directicn of my
predecessory 1t was ascertained were ir-
regnlar, for cauvses which were npot
known to hun, and which were beyoad
his control; aud io those cases new in-
dictments became necessary. There are
now pending and uutried, in the county
of Niagara, indictments against twelve
persons; in the county of Mooroe indict-
ments against {wo persons;in the county
of Qutario, against two persons; and in
the county of Genesee, against fuur per-
gons, A general sessions in Ontarioin
May last, Eli Bruce, who bad been pre-
viouely tried and convicted for a conspi-
racy to carry off William Morgan, but
whose sentence bad been suspended, to
take the opinion of the supreme court,
] upon a question of law, was adjudged to
imprigonment in the county jail for two
years and four mouths. At the same
court John Whitney and James Gillis
were tried for the same offence; with
respect to the latter the jury did not
agree;the former was convicted and sen-
tenced to imprisovment in the county jail
for one year and three months,

The circuit avd oyer and terminer
which were appointed for Niagara conu-
tyy1n April last, failed, in consequence of

July, a special circuit and oyer and ter-
miner were held in that county, at which
the indictments then pending there were
remcved by the defendants, by certiorari
into the supreme court. The circuit ap-

pointed to be beld in that county, in the

&

month of November last, failed, in conse-
quence of the prolonged sitting of the
Orleans circuit, so that the indictments
pending there could not be brought to
trial. In August last, a circuit aud a
court of oyer and terminer were heldin
Monroe county, by Judge Edwards, of
the first district, at which the oaly wdict-
ment then pending there was removed
into the supreme courty by the defend-
ant, At the last October term at that
court, a special motion was made by the
defendant in thatindictment, which was
argued and denied; atthe present term
the defendant has interposed a special
pleain abatemeut. Tht‘él? proceedings
hitherto prevented the joiniug issue
upon the guiltor innecence of the defend-
ant. In November last, Elihu Mather
was tried at the Oileans circuity and af
ter a trial of ten days, was acquilted. A
motion for a new trial bas been made
upon a case settled, which has been ar-
gued at the pregent term of the supreme
court,and is not yet decided. What yet
remains to be done will be seen from
these details,

I is tmpossible to predict what tume
will be requisite to bring the peuding
presecutions toa termination. It may
be safely aflirmed, that they cannot be
terminated by trials, befure the expira-
tion of the term preoscribed as the dura-
tion of the act, continuing iv force the

' statute which originally authori-ed the

employment of a special counsel,

C msidering the number ol wiltnesses
required on the trial of the indictmeuts,
and extraordivary difficulties attending
the compelling their attendance by the
usual means, some of which bave been
stated, it has occurred tome, and | re-
spectfully suggest the propriety of ex-
tending the provisions of seciions 22, 23
and 24, Title 2d of the 2d Chapler avu
4th Part of the Rovised Statutes, sp as to
confer the power which is there giveun to

justices of the peace, in requiring sure-

ties from witnesses, to crimivnal cours
and magistrates, after indictment found.
[ do not entertain any doudt of their now
possessin. such power,but its « fi :ctual
exercise depends much upon its betag
distinctly known that it 18 possessed.

The allowance which has been made
to witnessea under the jaw authorising
the appointment of special counsel, has
heen covfined to their actual and neces-
sary expenses. Mauoy of them have re-
peatedly been obliged to leave their
homes, and attend court alter courl, for
weeks during which their business has
suff:red, and they have been materially
injured. Upon these the discharge of
theiwr duty has been most oppressive.—
An indemnity for the logs of their time is
oot exp:cted, bat somelhing towards
compensation for the extraordinary sa-
crifices whieh they will in future be com-
pell:=d to make,in the shape, either of a
specific daily allowance, or of such sum
as the presiding court shall deem reason-
able, seems demanded by obvines con
siderations ufjustice. The public would
not probably sustain any loss by such a
provision asit wil} save the otherwise i,
evitable expense of dispatching officers
for such witnesses,and of delaying courts

‘and juries to procure their attendance,

JOHN C. SPENCER.
Jau!:ary 26, 183C

New Hampshire—A general election |
took place in this state on the 9th insi.
preceded by a very warm canvass, The
parties were formed on the one side by
thoge friendly to the present national
administration,and on the other by those

opposed to it. The result has been a
signal defeat of the anti-administration
party—the Jackson candidate for gover
nor (Harvey) is said to be elected by
4000 majority—4 of the 5 counsellors,
9 of 12 senators, and 145 out of 244

representatives are of the same party,

Franklin Republican.

Bavrivorg, (Md.) March 12,

A Dreadful Accident.— Yesterday af-
ternooi, says the Chronicleya boy in the
shop of Mr, Jusse C. Earl, cutler in Lom-
bard sireetsnapt amusket not knowing it
to be loaded, which went offand unfor-
tunately wounded one persou, and killed
another. It appears that the musket
had been sent to Mr. Earl’s for repair
without a lock, aud was supposed un-
loaded.—One of the apprentices fixed
a lock on 1t and in order to try it drew
the trigger,when it proved to be charged
with a load of bui k shot, which passed
entirely throogh the thigh of the first
person, (whose leg it is supposed will
have to be amputated) and wounded the
second who died ash :rt time aflierwards.

S

The “Wasmingion Telegraph,” in
speaking of the nomination of Mr. Lee,
gaysi—

“It is proper thar the public should
understand that the President,in nem
inating Mr. Lee to the senate, as consul
general for Algiers, had the sanction of
some of the most conspicuous of our pub-

the indisposition of the circuit Judge. In|

lic men. Among these are Chief Jus.
| ice Marshal, Judge M'Lean, Speaker
Siephensor, M:. Barbour, Mr. Rives,
Mr. Livingston, Colonel Hamilion of
South Carolina, numerous other respect-
able citizens, who had the fullest oppor-
tupity of koowing his character, We
are not apprised of the considerations

which led to his rejection by the senate,”
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Gleanings from congressional proceedings, ex-
tracted from Niles’ Register.

In Sexate, March 2. The fallowing
motion, submitted by Mr. Holmes, was
considered and agreed to:

Resolved, That the secretary of state
be directed to inform the senate what
compensation has been paid to that agent
under the 5th article of the treaty of
Ghent, who is now minister to the Ne-
therlauds, in the different capacities of
agent and minister, and for what periods
of time the respective compebsations
have beeun made,

March 4. The following petitions
were presented,

By M:. Hendricks—from the legisla-
tare of the state of Indiana, praying that
o law may be passed to prevent the
travsporfation of the mail on Sunday.

By Mr. Hendricks—from the legisla-
ture of the state of lndiana, praying con-
gress to adopt measures to induce the
Indians within that state to emigrate to
the country west of the Mississippi,

March 8. The vice president communi-
cated the following letter from the secre-
tary of state,

Department of state, Wash
March, 1830,

1o the hon. J. C. Calkoun, president of
the senaie, .

Sir: ln compliance with the resolution
of the senate, of the 2d instant, [ have
the honor to submit herewith, a letter
from the fifth auditor of the treasury
department, by which it appears that
Wm. P. Preble, esq. late United States’
agent, in relation to the wnortheastern
buundary agency, has been allowed and |
paid at the treasury the sum of §6,329 |
19, for his services 1o that capacity, from |
the 9th of M1y, 1828, ta the 4th QOclober, |
1829, at the rate of $4,500 per annam, |

1 have the honor furiher to state, that |
M. Preble was appointed envoy extra-
ordinary and mimster plenipotentiary of
the United States to the Netherlands on
the first day of June, 1829, but that no
compensation is known to have been
actually paid him in that character,

Instractions, however, have been given
to the bankers ofthe United S'ates in
Europe, to pay him the sum of §9,000
as an outfit, and also his salary at the rate

 —

- ', 4
ing'on, 8

of $9,000 per annum, as 1t may b-come |

due, commencing on the fifth day of
October lasi; that being the day en
which he left his residence in Maive for
this city, preparatory to his proceeding

upon his mission; and on which day his |

compensalion as agent was directed to
cease, | am, sir, yours,very respectful-
Iy, M. VAN BUREN.

March 9. The vice president comma-
nicated a b-tter from the secretary of the
treasury, transmitling stalements of the
commissioner of the general land « fiice,
shewing the amount of moneys received
since the first of January, 1828, for lands
sold in each district; and alsa the expen:
ses of each land ofice, prepared in obe-
dience to a resolution of the senate, [ Mr,
Foot’s] of the 2d instant,

[ The number of acres sold at all the
offices in 1828, is 965,600 36

in 1829,
Total amount received in 1828,
1= $1,239.498 98
{ncidental vxpenses in 1828, 95,765 58
Total amouut received 10 1829,
is 81,907,771 54
Incidental expeuses in 1829, 96,127 85]
House or REPRESENTATIVES,

February 23. Alter the reception of
reports,

Mr. Candic! moved the following veso-
lations, viz:

1. Resolved, That the committee on
naval affairs be nstructed to inquire into
the expediency of inducing the scamen
and marines in the navy of the Uuited
States, voluntarily, to discontinue the
use of ardent spirits, or vinous or fermen-
ted liquors, by substituting for it, double
its value 1n other necessaries and com-
forts, whilstin service, or in money paya
ble at the ex,iration of the service.

Q. Resolved, also, As a further iuduce-
ment to sobriety and orderly deporiment
in the navy, as well as with a view to
preserve the lives and morals of the sea-

men and marines, that said commiltee be !

instructed to inquire into the expediency
of allowing some additional buunty, in

money or clothing, or both, to be paid to |

every seaman and marine, at the expira-
tion of his service, who shall produce
from his commanding officer a certificate
of total abstinence from ardent spirits,
and of orderly bebavior, during the term
of his engagement,

3. Resolved, also, That the said commit-

tee inquire and report whether or not |

the public service, as well as the health,
morals, and honor of the naval officers,
would be promoted by holding out to
the midshipmen and junior cflicers,
some further inducements and incentives
toabstinence from allintoxicatingliquors.

This resolution was discussed until the
hour allotted by the rules of the house
for the consideration of reports and mo-
tions expired.

On motion of Mr Whattlzsey,

Ordered, That the rule of the house
which allots one hour for the making of
reports and motions, be svspended for

this day.

Mr. Crotket meved the fliowing reso
lutions, V122

1. Resolved, That if the bounty of the
government is to be at all bestowed, :‘he'
destitute poory and not the rich and 1o~
fluential, are the objects who mest claiw
it, and to whom the voice ef humanily
most loudly calls the attention of cowr
2Tess,

. Resolved, That no one class of tha
citizens of these United States has ag
exclusive right to demand or receive, for
I purposes of educativn, or for other pur-
poses, more than an equal and raiable
proportion of the funds of the national
treasury, which is replenished by a com-
mon contribution, and Insome nslances
more at the cost of the poor man who
has but little to defend, than that of the
rich man who seldom fights to defend
himsell or his property.

3. Resolved, That each and every in-
stitution, calculated, at pablic expense,
and under the patronage and gauction of
the government, to grant exclusive pri-
| vileges, except in consideration of publi¢
| services, is not ﬂnly arns-tocralc, l\_ut a
downright invasion of the rights ol the

eit:zen, and a violation of the civil ecm-

' pact called **the constituiion.”

i 4. Resolved, further, "I'hat the military
academy at West Point is subject to the
foregoing ohjections, inasmuch as those

| who are educated there receive their ins

| struction at the public expense, and are
| generally the sons of the rieh and influ-
ential, who are able to educate theirown
children. While the sons of the poor,

{ for want of active friends, are ofien neg-

'lected, or if educated, even at the ex-

| pense of their parents, or by the liberal-

ity of their friends, are superceded in the
| service by cadets educated by the West

Poiut academy.

5. Resolved, therefore, And for the
foregoing reasons, that said ipstitutien
should be abolished, and the approprias
tions anovally made for its support be

| discontinged.

Mr. Crockel, at some leng'h, set forth
what be considered the evils arising
from this institution in its partial opera-
| tiong, ex«luding the sons of poor individ-
| uals anc benefitting those of the richy
&c. Atthe suggestion Mr. MeDughe
' the resolutions were laid on the table
‘and ordered to be printed.

Saturday Feb. 27, Mr. Condict’s res
solutions were again called up,when Mr,
| Chilton offered the following as an
amendment orsubstitute,

Resolved; That the committee on na-
(val affairs be instructed to inguire
 whether the public interest, and the

| cause of morality would be most effectu-
{ally premoted by empbatically prohib-
| iting the use of ardent, vinous, and other

fermented liquors in the navy of the
| United States, by the officers and sea-
| men belonging thereto; or by permitting
| a continuation of the practice of issuing
them as rations in 2aid sarvice.

Resolved, further, That in the even#
' said commitiee shall be of opinion that
{1t is expedient to continue the ravions
atoresaid in the paval establishment,
they be instructed to inquire into the ex-
pediency of providing some mode for
| procuring the discontinuance of the use
'of ardent, vinous, and other fermented
liquors in the various civil departments,
and among the members of congress,
and others holding offices of citheir trust,
honor, or prolit, under the authonity of
the prople of the United States.

Mr. Chilton submitted a few remarke,
stating that the original resolution was
opposed lo a great manufacture of the
west,

Mr. Drayton considering it as an af-
tempt at humour, moved to lay it on the
table,~—the chair replied that it being
only an amendment it could not be thus
diprsed of. Mr. Fearce moved to lay
both the resoluticn and amendment on
the table, on which motion the yeas and
nays were called, when they appeared
—ayes 57, noes 108,

T he house having refused to lay iton
the table—-

Mr. Sterigeve said, as the honse seemed
di=posed to take the question, fo prevent
further debate he would call for the pre-
vious question.

The previous question was ordered,
which cut off the amendment, and the
resolation was adopted without a di-
vision.

March 8. Mr. Daniel offered the fol-
lowing resolution, which liesone day on
the table:

Resolved, That the secretary of ths
treasury be required to communicate te
this house a stutement of the expendi-
tures of the government for the years
1528 and 1829, including the actual ex-
penditure of the fourth quarter of the
latter vear. Also, the amount of the
public debi paid off in each of the above
yecars,

In l.ouisianaa law has been passed
prohibiting the admission of slaves to
| that state during a specified term of
| years.
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A punster has found fault with the
reqent appointment of General Rust, to
the superintendarce of the U. Siales
| Armory at Harper's Ferry; he says that
{ifRust gets the superintendance of the
i the arms of the U, 5, they must soon be
ll:‘.'!n'.‘; .arnished,




