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BY AUTHORITY.

LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES PASSED AT

THE SECOND SLSSION OF THE TWENTIETH

CONGRESS.

[Pueric, No. 6.]
AN ACT to amend an act entitled ‘‘An sct
for the better organization of the Medical
Department of the Navy,” approved 24th
May, 18928,
Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the United States of
America in  Congress assembled, That
every Surgeon who was in the Navy, at
the time of the passuge of the act for
the better organization of the Medicul
Department of the Navy approved
twenty-fourth of May, one thousand eigil
hundred and twenty-eight, shall be en-
titled to the additional pay and rativus
(according to length of service) provided
for by the fourth section of that act, not-
withstanding such Surgeons may not
have been examined, or received their
appeintments in the manner prescrived
by the first section thereof.
ANDREW STEVENSON,
Speaker of the fHouse of Representatives
JOHN C. CALHOUN,
Vice-President of the Uunited States,

and President of the Seuate.

Arrnovrp. 21st .laml;tr_y. 1829.

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS.

[PurLic, No. 7.]

AN ACT for altering the times for holding
the sessions of th: Circuit Court of the U.
States for the 1histriet of Grorgia, at the
places provided by law.

Be it enacted by t'ie Senate and House of
R.ﬂpresen!rm'rm f_af the United States qf‘
America in Congress asserabled. That the
sixth Circuit Court of the Unitod States
for the District of Geergia, which is by
law appointed to be holden on the fourt
Monday in November, annually, at Sa
vannah, in the said State, shall herealter
be holden on the Thursday after the fii<t
Monday in November, annually, at 1l
ledville, in the said State; and tiat th
session of the said Court which is now
required by law to be hal lenon the sixth
day of May annnally, at Miliedo ville. 1.
the said State,shall hereafler be hold v
on the Thursday alter the trst Monday
in May annually, at Savanuab, ia the
said State; and that all process, which
shall have been issucd, and all recogni-
zances returpable,and all :uits and other
proceedings, which have been continued
to the said Courts respectivelv, on the
days, and at the places herctofore pro-
vided by law for, their meeting, shall be
returned, and held to be continued to the
gaid Coarts, at the times and laces here-
in provided for the meeting of the said
Courts respectively.

Approved, 21st January, 1529.

—

[PusLic, No. 8.]
AN ACT to allow a salary (o the Marshal of
the Eastern District of Virginia.
Be 1t enacted by the Senate and House of |
Representatives of the United Stutes ::;"

AN ACT to authorize iNe L itiz-ne of the Ter-

sugar refined in the United States, and
exported therefrom, of five cents per
pound, in lieu of the drawback at pre-
sent allowed by law on sugar so refined
and exported: Protided, T’hat this act
shall not alter or repeal any iaw now in

refined in the United States. except to
change the rate of drawback when so
exported: And provided, That this act
shall cease to be in force so soon as the
exports of sugar shall be equal to the 1m
ports of the same article.
Approved, 21st January, 1329,
[PurLic, No. 11.]
AN ACT in addition 1o the act entitled **An

act to amend the judicial system of the U.
States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of lepresentatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That if,
at any session «f the Supreme Court.
four Justices tisereof shal! not attend o
the day appointed for holding said ses-
sion, such Justice or Justices as moy at-
tend shall have authority to adjourn said
Court from day to day, for twenty days
after the time arrointed for the com-
mencement of saiq session, unless four
Jusiices shall saooner attend; and the
Lasiness of said Clourt shall not, in such
case, be continued over to the next stated
session thereof, until the expiration of
<aid twenty days, instead of the ten day
new limited by law

Sec. 2. And Leit further enacted, That
if it shall so happen, during any term of
ine =aid Sunreme Conrt, after four of the
fudees shall have assembled, that, on
avyv day, less than the number of four
shatl assemble, the Judee or Judees <o
assembling shal!l have authority to ad
journ said Court from day to day until a
quorum shall attend, and. when expedi
~nt and proper, may adjourn the same
without dav.

Approved, 21st January, 1829.
[Pusuic, No. 12.]

ritories of Arkarss= and Fiorida to elect their

Utheers, and for other purposes.

De it encted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
dmerica in Congress assembled, That the
citizens of the Territory of Arkansas,
gualified to vote, shall and may, at such
time and place,and under such rules and
regulations, as the Legislature of said
Territory may prescrive, elect their
Officers, Civil and Military, except such
as, by the laws of Congress now in f: ree,
are to be appointed by the President of
the United States; and except, also, Jus-
tices of the Peace. Auditor and Treasu-
rer for said Territory, who shall be cho-
sen by joint vote of both Houses of the
Legislature, at such time, and for such
tern of service, a3 the said Legisiature
shall prescribe.

Sec. 2. Jind beit further enacted, That
the term of service, and the duties and
powers, fees, and emoluments. of the O:-
ficers Civil and Military, so chosen by

America i Congress assembled, Thai
the sum of two hundred dollars be, and;
the same hereby is, allowed, annnaily, as.
a salary to the Marshal of the Easiern
District of Virginia.
Approved, 21st January, 1829.
- [Pusric, Ne. 9.]
AN ACT to establish a Port of Eatry at Mag-
nolia, in Frorda.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of A-

force regu'ating the exportation of sugar!

! Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That
it shall he lawful for the qualified voters
of the Territory of Florida to elect their
Officers, Civil and Military, in such man-
ner, and under such rules, regulations,
restrictions, and cenditions, as are pre-
scribed in the foregoing provisionsin the
two first sections of this act.

Sec. 5. And be if_furfhf’r enacted, That
the members of the Legislative Council,
in the Territory of Florida, shall be
elected by the qualified votersin the res
pective counties hereinafter designated,
at the time providcd by law, in the fol-
lowing manner, to wit: From the county
of Escambia, two members: from the
counties of Walton and Washington, one
member; from the county of Jackson,
two members; from the county of Gads-
den,two members; from the county of
Leon, two members: from the counlies
of Jefferson, Madison, ard Hamilton, one
member; from the county of Alachua,
one member; from the county of Duwal,
one; from the county of Nassau, one;
from the counties of Saint Johns and
Musqueto, two; and from the county of
Monroe, one member. And any act of
Congress, or of the Legislative Council
of said Territory, defining the limits of
election districts in the same, inconsis-
tent with the foregoing provision, be,and
they are hereby. repealed.

Src. 6. And beit further enacted, That
it shall be lawful for the Governor and
Legislative Conncil, at any time hereaf:
ter, to alter or arrange the districts in
such manner as to secure, as near as mav
be, an equality of representationin each
district,

Sec. 7. And Lol further enncted, That
the act of thhe Governor and Leaislative
Council of the Territory of Florida, fix-
ing the seat of justice of Jackson county,
in said Territory, be. and the same is
hereby, annulled; and the people and
local authorities of said county shall
have the privilege of seleeting their
county seat, in such manner as other
counties have heen authorized to do, un-
der the laws of said Territory.

Approved, 21s 82
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devotional exercise. and would not more
readily enforce it upon others, than they |
would enforce secret prayeror devout
meditations. Urging the fact, tha:
neither their Lord nor his diseiples,
though often censured by their accuser:
for a viniation of the Sabbath, ever en-
Joined its observance, they regard it as
subject on which every person shouid b
fully p-rsaaded in his « wn mind, and not
coerce others to act len"ll His I.*‘"‘lld.‘iun.
Many Clristians again differ froo, these,
prufessil;g to derive their olflig.. on 1

observe the Sahbath from the fourth
commandment of the Jewish decalogu: |
and bring the example of the Apostles,
who appear to have held their public

meetings for worship on the first day of
the week, as an:hority for so far cha:-
ging the dccnlugn",a? to sahsti ute
dit}‘ for the sevemhs The Jowish gov-
ernment was a theocrac, which enfor

ced religious observare s; and though
the commiftee would hepe that no po-—
tion of the citizevs of our country conld
willingly introduce a svsiem of religion:

coercion in our civil institutions, the ex-
ample of other nations saould admonish
us to watch carefully against its earliest
indication,

With thece different religious wviews,
the committee are of opivion that Con-
gress cannot interfere.  lois not the le
gitimate province of the legislature t.
determine what religion is true, or w Ll
false. Our governmont isa cwvily anu
not a l‘eligimis institution. Qur Consii-
tution recognises in every person, U
right to choovse his own religion, and (o
enjoy 1t freelyy, without molestativo,
Whatever may be the religions seunu
ments of citizers, and bowever variant,
they are alike entitled to protection
from the government, so long as they d«
not invade the nghts of others,

The transportation of the mail on the
first day of the week, it is believed, does
not interfere with the nights of coi-
science.  The petitioners tor its discon-
timmance 3[‘1”3(”' to b(‘ il('lU%l't‘d fl'Unl <
religious zealy which may be commend-
sble if confined to 1ts prcper sphere; buy
they assume a positicn betier suiled to
i ecclestastical than a civil 1ostitution,
'l'hv_\-' ;lppf‘:-r,m mait instances, to l:—n.\
it down as anaxiom, that the practice
is a vielation of the law of God,  Should

YTR.JOHNSON, of Kentueky, made thee fol-
lowing report: the Commattee to whom w:-aa[
referred the severs! petitions on the snhject]
of mails on the Sabbath, or the Ist day of|
the week, Report:
That some respite is required from!

the ordinary vocations of life, is an es-

tabliched principie, sanctioned by the
nsages of all nations, whether Christian
or Pagan. One day in seven has also
heen determined upon as the proportion!
of time;and in conformity with the wish-
2s of the great majority of citizens of
tnie country, the first day of the week,
commonly called Sunday. has been set
apart for that object. T'he principle
has received the saoction of the nauen-
al legislature, so far as to admit a sus-
pension of all public business on that day,/

the ¢ n1zens, shall be prescribed by the
Legis' ‘ure, and they shall be commis-|

siored oy the Gevernorof the Territory.

and subicet to be removed from office in!
such mode and for sucli cause as the Le-

laws now in force, inronsistent with thel
provisiots of this act, are hereby repeal-
ed. 'This act shail take efFact from and
after the nret day of Drcember, oue

|thousard eiglit hundred and twenty nine.

Sec. 3. And beit furtherenacted, M

merice in Congress Assembled, That alli€Very biil ‘th“t shaill_h:—n‘(‘ passed i
the ports’ harbors, Shores, and “;'atersq of; HLTHS(:‘ Ofl'lepreSf‘ntiltl"eS ﬂild t}‘ul‘ In’_\"
the main land of Florida, and of the isl-|lative Council of the Legislature of the

ands opposite and nearest thereto, ex-
tending from Ocklockney bay to Char-
lotte harbour, be, and they are hereby,
established a Collection District. by the

Territory, shall. before it become a law.
be presented to the Governor of said Ter-!
ritory; if he approve, he shall sign it, but
if not, he shall retarn it, with his objec-|
tions, to that House in which it shall

name of the St. Mark’s District; and a

port of entry shall be established at;

have originated, who shall enter the o).

vxcept in cases of absolate necessity, o
of great public utility.  This principle,
the committee would not wizh to dis-
turb. I kept within its legitimate

gislature shall declare by law. Alllsphere of action, noinjurycanresuit from|not be held ameuable to any human tri-

its ohservance, It should, however, be
kept in mind, that the proper object of|
goverrment 15,to protect all persons 1|
he enjnyment of their religious, as well]

as cwvil erghts: and not to determine for
vy whether they shall esteem one day

ve aputher, or esteem all days aliize

.
b |

We are aware, that a variety of sen-
timent exists among the good citizens of
this nationy sn the suhjoct of the Sabbath
day:acd our government is designed
for the protection of one, as much as for
another. The Jews, who, in this coun-
try are ag free as Christians, and entitled

Magnolia for said District, and a Couec_ijections at large on their jonrnal, and'te the same proteclion from the laws,

tor shall be appointed, who shall give
the same bond, perform the same duties,
and be entitled to the same compensa-
tion and fees, as the Collectors of the
other Districts in Florida.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That
all that part of Florida, between the St.
Mary’s and St. Jobn’s river, shall be an-
nexed to, and made a part of, the Collec-
tion District of St. Augustine.

Approved, 21st January, 1829.

[PusLic, No. 10.]

AN ACT allowing an additional drawback on
sugar refined in the United States, and ex-
ported therefrom.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States o
America, in Congress assembled, That,
from and after the passage of this act,

proceed to reconsider it: Ify after such,
ﬂmt';
House shall agree to pass the bill, it

re-consideration, two-thirds of

ghall be sent with the objectiors to the

a law. Butin all such cases, the votes

names of the
against the bill sha)l be entered on the
Journal of each Huuse respectively:
And if any bill shall not be returned by
the Governor within three days (Sunday
excepted) after it shall h: «.- been pre-
sented, the same shall be a law, in like

of |manner as if he had signed it, unless the]

Legislature, by their adjournment, pre-
vent its return, in which case it shall not

there shall be allowed a drawback om

other House, by which it shall likc-wise:'aga to the seventh day
be re-considered, and, if approved h}'!

two-thirds of that House, it shall become,

of both Houses of the Legislature shall good citizens as any other class
be determined by yeas and nays, and the
persons voting for and,

derive their obligation to keep the Sab-
bath day from the fourth commandment
of their decalogue, and in conformity
with that injunction, pay religious hom-
of the week,
which we call Satarday. One denomi-
nation of christians among us, justly ce-
lebrated for their piety, and certainly as
, agree
with the Jews in the moral obligation of
the Sabbath, and observe the same day.

| There are also many Christians among

us, who derive not their obligation o ob-
serve the Sabbath from the decalogues,
but regard the Jewish Sabbath as abro-
gated. From the example of the Apos-
tles of Christ, they have chosen the first
day of the week, instead of that day se!
apart in the decalogue, for their rekli-
gious devotions; ‘These have genifatly

be a law.

regarded the obatraanse of thia F4) &8 3

llht‘ laws o! G d.

|government will

Congress, in their legislative capacity,
adopt the sentimen'y 1t would establish
the principle, that the Legislature is a
proper tribunal to determine what are
l; W Ulll\l lrl\'(\h'e a If -
gislative decision in a religious contro-
versy; and ona poiut i whicn good ciu-
zens may hooestly differ in opioion, with-
out disturbihg the perace of society, or
endangernng iis hiberties, I this priuct-
ple is ouce wiroduced, it wall be impos-
sible to detine 11s bounds.  Among all
the religious persecutions with which al-
most every page of modern history is
statned, no vicim ever sufl red, but for
the violation of what government de-
vomivated the law «f God.  To prevent
a similar train of evils 15 1his country,
the Constitution has wisely withheld
from our goverument the power of defi-

i _-_.i; - - — e ﬁ

<triaints apon others, Passengers in the
mail stages are free to rest during the
first dav of the week, or to parsue their
joarneys at their own pleasure. While
‘e mail 1s transported on Saturday, the
Jew and the Sabbatarian may abstain
from any agency in carrying it, from

'..C-‘llﬁtit'n.f‘\ s scruples. “'hile 1t 1s transd

ported on the first day of the week, ane
other class may ahstain, from the same
religions scruples. The obligation of
government is the same to both of these
classes; and the commitlee can discover
no principle on which the claims of one
-hould be more respected than those of
‘e other, unless it should be admitted
that the consciences of the minority are
less sacred than those of the majuri'tv.

[t is the opinion of the committee, thak
‘e subject should be regarded simply
as a question of expediency, irrespective
L its religious bearing. 1. this light, it
l:as hitherto been considered. Corgress
nave never legislated upon the subject.
It rests, as it ever has done, in the legal
diseretion of the Posimaster General, un-
der the repeated refusals of Congress to
dizcontinue the Sabbath mails. His
knowledge and judgment in all the conps
cerns  of  taat deparmenty will not be
questicneds His intense labors and as-
sidoiiy have resalted in the bighest im:
provement of eve ry branch of his depart
ments  Iiis practised ouly on the great
teadn g mail routes, and such others as
Le Neccssary (o mairtain their connex-
T pievent this, wouold, in the
apinion of the commiitee, be productive
of immense injury, both in its commer-
claly political, aud in its moral bearings.

The varicus departments of govern
ment require, frequently in peace, al
ways inwar, the speediest inlercourse
with the remotest parts ¢f the country;
and one important ot ject of the mail es-
tablishment 15, to Inrnish the greatest
and most economical facilities ior such
inte roourse. The delay of the mails one
whoie day io seven, would require the

mployment of special expresses, at
greal expense, and somelimes with
great uncertainty.

18,

he commercial, manufacturing, and
agricultural interests of cur country are
<o intimalely connected, as to require a
constant ard the most «xpeditious cor-
respondence beiwint all our sea-perts,
and betwixt (!.«m and the most interior
settlements.  The delay of the mails du-
ring the Sunday, woula cive occasion te
the employment of private expresses, te
such an amount, that probably ten riders
would be employed where one mail stage
1snow runhing on that day ; thus divert-
ing the revenue of that d-partment inte
another channel, and sinking the estab-
lishment into a state of pusillanimity in-
compaiible with the dignity of the gov-
ernwent of which 1tis a department.
Passengers in the mail stages, if the
mails ave not permitled to proceed on
Sunday, will be expected to spend that
day at a tavern upon the road, general-
Iy under chrenmstances not friendly to

‘devotion, aud at an expense which many

are but poorly «hle to enconnter. To
obviate these difficolties, many will em-

ning the Divine Law, ltis a rght re-
served lo each ciuizen; and while he re-|
sppctalhe ('(lu.il righits nful‘l'lt‘r'.-‘, he can

bunal for bis conclusions.

Exiensive religious combinations, to
flect a political object, are “in the opin-|
1oL of the commiilee, afw AVE demg(rruus_
The first etfort ot the kind, calls for the
establishment of a principle, which, in
the opinion of the committee, would lay
the foundation for dangeroes innova-|
tions upon the spirit of the Coustitution,/
and upon the religrous rights of the cit-
izens. Il admitted, it may be jusily ap-
prehended, that the future mcasures of
be strongly marked,
if not eventually controlled, by the same
influence. All religious despotism com-
mences by combination and influence;
and when that influence begins to ope-
rate upon the political institutions of a
country, the civil power soon bends un-
der it; and the catasirophe of other na
tions furnishes ap awlful warning of the
congequence,

Uunder the present regnlations of the
Post Othce Department, the rights o!
conscience are not invaded. Every a
gent enters voluntarily, and it |- presu
med conscientiously, into the discharge
of his daties, withent intermeddling with
the conscience of another. Post Offices
are so regulated, as that bat a small pro
portion ot the first day of the week is
required to be occupied in cfficial busi-
ness.  In the transportation cf the mail
on that day, no one agent iz employed

wanr hours. Religious persous entes
into the business without violating their

ie

picy extra carnages for their convey-
ance, and becomie the bearers of corres-
pondence, as more expeditious than the
mail.  The stage provrietors will them-
selves often furunish the travellers with
those means of conveyance; so that the
vffect wiil ultimately be onlv to stop the
mail, while the vehicle which conveys it
will continue, and its passengers be-
come the special messengers for convey-
ing a considerable proportion of what
would otherwise conatitute the contente
of the mail.

INor can the committee discorer
where thesystem could consistently end.
If the observance ofa hol} ‘1"" becomes
incorporated in onr institul (3, sball we
not forbid the movement o ™ “army;
prohibit an aszault in time of war; and
lay an injunction upoen onr naval officers
to lie in the wind while upon the ocean
on that day? Cousistency would seem %o
reguire it.  Nor is it certain that we
should stop here. If the principle ie
once established, that religion, or reli-
agious ohservances, shall be interwoven
with our legislative acts, we must pur-
sue it to its uitimatum. We shall, if
congistent, provide for the erection of ed-
fices for the worship of the Creator, and
for the suppert of Christian ministers; if
we believe snch measures will promote
the interest of Christianity. It is the
settled conviction of the comrMittee, that
the only method of aveiding these ¢onse-
quenced, with their attendant train of e-
vils, is to adhiere strictly to the spirit of
the Constitution, which regards the gc-
neral government in no other light than
that of a civil institution, wiolly desti-

A3 consciances; or imposing any re-

fute of religitus authority,




