SPEECH
O Johin Q. Adams, delivered on the last
anniversary of our Independence, up-
on breaking geeund on the line of the
€ hesapeake and Ohio Canal; togeth-
er with the address of Gen. Mercer,
on the same 0ccasioi.

On landing from the boats, and reach-
ing the ground (oue or two hundred
yards east of the line of the present ca-

nai) the procession wmoved around it so|P

as to ieave a hollow space, in the midst
of a mass of people,in the centre of which
was the spot marked out by judge Wright,
the engineer of the Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal Company, for the commence-
mort of the work. A moment’s pause
here occarred, while the spade, destined
to commence the work, was selected by
the committee of arrangements, and the
spot for breaking ground was precisely
denoted.

At that moment the sun shone out from
behind a cloud, and, amidst a silence so
intense as to chasten the aniwmation of
hope and to hallow the enthusiasm of
joy, the mayor of Gcorgetowq handed to
gen. Mercer, the presideat of the Cnes-
apeake and Obio Canal Company, the
consecrated instrument, which having
recetved, he stepped forward from the
resting columing and addressed as follows
the listening multitude:

Fellow citizens: There are moments,
in the progress of time, which are the
counters of whole ages. There are e-
vents, the monuments of which,surviving
every other memorial of human exist-
ence, eternise the nation to whose histo-
ry they belong, after all other vestiges of
its glory bave disappeared from the
globe. At sach a moment bave we now
arrived. Such a monument we are now
to found.

Tuarning towards the president of the
U.ited States, who stood near him, M.
M. proceeded:

Mr. President: On a day hallowed by
the fondest recolle ‘ions, beneath thi:
cheering (may we not humbly trust, aus-
picious) <ky, surrounded by the mauy
thousand spectators who losk on us witi,
joyous anticipation; in the preseunce of
the representatives of the most polished
nations of the old and new worlds: ona
spot, wher=, little more than a century
ago, the painted savage held his nightly
orgies; at the request of the three cities
of the District of Columbia, | present to
thie chief magistrate of the most power-
ful republic on earth, for the most noble
purpose that was ever conceived by man,
this humble instrument of rural labor, a
symbol of the favorite occupation of our
countrymen. May the use, to which #
is about to be devoted, prove the pre-
cursor, to our beloved country, of im-
proved agriculture, of multiplied and di-
versified arts, of extended commerce and
navigation. Combining its social and
moral influences with the principles of
that happy constitution, under which
you have been called to preside over the
American people; may it become a safe-
guard of their liberty and independence,
and a bond of perpetual union!

To the ardent wishes of this vast as-
sembly, [ unite my fervent prayer to that
wfinite and awful being without whose
iavor all human power is but vanity, that
he will crown your labor with his bles-
sing, and our work with immortality,

As soon as he had ended, the presi
dent of the United States, to whom gen.
Mercer bad presented the spade, stepped
forward, and, with an animation of man-
ner and countenance, which showed that
his whole heart was in the thing, thus
addressed the assembly of his fellow cit-
VZens:

Friends and fellow citizens :

[t is nearly a full century since
Berkeley, bishop of Cloyne, turning to-
wards this fair land which we now inha-
bit, the eyes of & prophet, closed a few
lines of poetical inspiration with this me-
morable prediction:

“Time’s noblest empire is the last:”

A prediction which, to those of us whose
lot has been cast by divine Providence
in these regions, contains not only a pre-
cious promise, but a solemn injunction of
duty, since upon our energies, and upon
those of our posterity its {ulfilment will
depend. For, with reference to what
principle could it be, that Berkeley pro-
claimzd this, the last, to be the noblest
empire of time? It was,as he himself de-
clares, on the transplantation of learning
and the arts to America. Of learning and
the arts. The four first acts—the em-
pires of the old world, and of former a-
ges—the Assyrian, the Persian, the Gre-
cian, the Roman empires—were empires
of conquest; dominions of man over man.
The empire which his great mind, pierc-
ing intothe darkness of faturity, foretold
in America, was the empire of learning
and the arts—the dominion of man over
himself, and over physical nature—nec-
quired by the inspirations of genius, and
the toils of industry; not watered with
the tears of the widow and the orphan:
1ot cemented in the blood of human vic-
tims; founded notin discord, but in har-
miny—of which the only spoils are the
superfection of nature, and the victory
ichieved is the improvement of the con-
dition of all. Well may this be termed
nobler than the empire of conquest, in

To the accomplishment of this prophe-
cy the first necessary step was the acqui-
sition of the right of self-government by
the people of the British North American
colonies, achieved by the Declaration of
ludependence, and its acknowledgment
by the British nation. The second was
the union of all these colonies under one
general confederated government, a task
more arduous than that of the preceding|
separation, but at last effected by the
resent constitution of the United States. |

The third step, more arduous still than
either or both the others, was that which
we, fellow citizens, may now congratu-
late ourselves, our countrv,and the world
of man, that it is taken. Itis the adap-
tation of the powers, physica!, moral, and
intellectual, of this whole union, to the
improvement of its own condition: ofits
moral and political condition, by wise
and liberal icstitutions—by the cultiva-

tion of the understanding and the heart—
by academies, schools, and learned insti-|
tutes—by the pursuit and patronage of|
learning and the arts: of its physical con-|

bounties, and to supply the dificiencies
of nature; to stem the torrent in iis
course; to level the mouutain with the
plain; to disarmy and fetter the raging
sarge of the ocean. Undr-rl':iking‘, N
which the language | now hold is 1o ex-
aggerated description, have become hap-
pily familiar, not only to the conceplions,!
but to the enierprise, of our conntry meu. |
That, for the commencement of which
we are here assembled, is eminent among
the number. The project contemplates|
a conquest over physical natare, such as
has never yet been achieved by man.)
The wonders of the ancient world, the !
nvramids of Egvpt, the Colossus . f!
Riodes, the temple Ephesus, the man |
soleum of Artemisia, the wall of China.
stuk 1nto insignificance befere it—insig
nificance in the mass and momentum ol
wman labor, required for the execation
—insignificance in the comparison of the
nurposes to be accomplished by the work
when execated.  Itis, therefore, a pleas
g contemplation to those sanguine and
patriotic spirits who have so long looked
with hope to the completion of this un-
lertakivg, thatit unites the moral power
and resources—firsty, of numerous indi-
viduals—secondly, of the corporate cit-
ies of Washington, Georgetown, and Al-
exandria—thirdly, of the great and pow-
erful states of Pennsylvauin, Virginia,
and Maryland—and, lastly, by the sub-
scription authorised at the recent session
of congress, of the whole union.

Friends and fellow-laborers: We are
informed by the holy oracles of tiuth,
at the creation of man, male and femal. |

Y

derived riom U

the lord of the uuniverse, their Maker.,
blessed them, and said unto them, be!
fruitful and multiply, and replenish the!
earth, and subdue it. To subdua the
carth was, therefore, one of the firsi du-
ties assigned to man at his creation; and
now, in his fallen condition, it remains
among the most excellent of his occupa-|
tions. T'o subdue the earth is pre-emi-
nently the purpose of the undertaking,|
to the accomplishment of whi  h the first
siroke of the spade is now to be struck.
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vite yon to wituess—[lfere the stroke of
the spade]—and in performing this act,|

plication to Him from whom that primi-|

low with his blessing this Juint effort of’
our great commuuity, to perform las will|
in the subjugation of the earth for the im-|
provement of the condition of man, 'l‘h:u'
ne would make it one of his chesen in-
struments for the preservation, prosperi-|
ty and perpetuity of cur union. “T'hat

it was observed that the firsl slep to-
wards the accomplishment of the glori-
ous destinies of our country was the De-
claration of Independence. That the
second was the union of these states un-
der our federative government. The
third is irrevocably fixed by the act up-
on the commencement of which we are
now engaged. \Whattime more suitable
for this operation could have been select-
ed than the anniversary of cur great na-
tional festival? What place more appro
priate from whence to proceed, than that
which bears the name of the citizen war-
rior who led our armies in that eventful
contest to the field, and who first presi-
ded as the chief magistrate of our union?
You know that, of this very underaking,
he was one of the first projectors; and if]
in the world of spirits, the affictions of
our mortal existence still retain their
sway, may we not, without presumption,
imagine that he looks down with compla-
cency and delight upon the scene before
and aronoed us?

But, while indulging a sentiment of

dition, by associated labor to improve the o) ous exultation, at the benelits to be{1821 and 1

his labor of our Iriends and

neighbors, letus not forget that the spir-
it of internal improvement is catholic a.d
liberal. We hope and believe that its
practical advantages will be extended
to every individual in our union. ln
nraying (or the blessing of heaven upon

ur task, we ask it with equal zeal and
sincerity upon every other simlar work

Linrtus confederation; & particularly up-

on that which, on this same= day, and per-
haps at this very hour, Is commencing
from a neighboring eity, It is one of the
cappiest characteristics in the principle
ofaternal improvement, that the success
one greal enterprise, instead of coun-
ieracling, gives assistence to the ex=cu-
donof another.  May they increase and

multiply, 1illy in the suslime language of{chester should be represerted
tospiration, every valley shall be exalted,

aid every mouuntain and  hill shall be
made low; the crooked straight; the
rough places plaiv.  Thus shall the pre-

diction ot the bistiop of Cloyue be con- be brought forvard with any prospect o

verted from prophecy into history, and,
in the virtues and fortanes of our poster-
iy, the last shall prove the noblest em-
pire of time.

From the N Y DMorning Courier.
Police ¢ flice.—Mr E. J. Roberts ap-
peared at vie offive  lasi evening to an-
swer a complaint made against him by

M. M. Noah, of the N. Y. Enquirer.—]1

appeared, that in consequence of an ar-'tained tiat he was ot the clivice of
ticle which was published a few davs

1go in the F.mluirr-r, I't-llu‘lihy_ On 1
character ot Mr,
ity came to the detevmmai.on of inftict-
g upon the p!‘tol!lirln{ of that paper
personal che stisement. Accordingly he

I
v

Boberts,

met him last evening abhaut 8 Jclock|been appointed to ascertain the will of] wd Juaor.

going wto the Park thoatre 0 company
with Mr. MG iraban, and havieg waited
fora short time uniil they had separal-
ed to ascend the steps, Moo Roberts, arm-
ed with a cow-skia, approached Mr.
Noah, and telli Z hin 1 “defend him
selt,” immedinieiv strack several severe
blows over the 1ace, They struggled
antil they got 1ato the corridor beifore
the box-entrance, where they clenched

]

That it is to be struck hy this h;;nd’ 1 in-| and atler some w lt-:‘-ilil‘g, lht‘}' both ft“.'

Noah uuderneath,
While on the ground pummeling and

[ call upon you to join me ia fervent sup-'scrapivg each otier’s  faces, Mr, Ray-

mond, the officer who attends the thea-

tive injunction came, that he wounid fol-|tre, assisted by another, raised My, Rob-|

erts from ofi’ Mr. Noah and brougiit lam
to this office. Lo the struggle, Ray-
mound, tn conseguence of his iniericrence
received a deep cut with the cow hide

tacross his hand, which Mr. Ruberts dis

claimad avy intention oi infheting. M.
Noab made affidavit of the wssaul’, which

FOR THE PALLADIUM.

Messrs. Editors:—0a  perusing your
paper of the 26th inst., I discovered an
address to the people of Dearborn coun-
ty signed Mark M'Cracken, in which
there are several misrepresentations and
gross falsehocds. After a short pream-
ble in which we are informed the squire
has “witnessed the retreat of the family
of the forest changed mto fertile fi. 1ds,”
he tells us he *hesitates to approach the
subject for which he has taken up his
pen.”  Buat the *duty which he owes to
himself; his friends and his family,
‘prompts him to explain a subject which
interests him and perhaps some others,”
He says it will be recollected that Mr.
Daniel Plummer has been a candidale
\for representative three times and has
as often failed; and that 1 (Mark
M'Cracken) have for three successive
lyears given way for him to secure his
lelection.”  This is not the f

fact—Mr.
Plummer never has been a candidate
three years in succession, consequenthy
tMr. M'Cracken must be mistaken, In
822 Mr. Plummer from the
!Ur'.[t‘lll colicitations of his friends CONSEL
led to become a candidate fur the Sials
'|Lr.-_t_;i.~=htmr¢-. aud but for the mischievous
linterfercice of this same squire M'Crack-
en and some of his friends would no
doubt have succeeded. At this (ime
thought of, as a man qualified for a re-
presentative, by any person except him-
self.  This proves then that he could not
have given way three times, (particular-
ly three times in succession) to fuvor the
pretentions and secure the election of
Mr. Plummer. Hestates it was oop0 e
he would be the candid.te this y L.I.['. i
should like to know by whom it was ex-
pected, or wished. Mr. M'Cr:
seems particularly aunxions that

. {\\f::
r1..
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make the people believe that Ae is 1h
tonly man in it qualiticd for that stution

'that ke is the oulv man who can pos-ibly

i

success—stick to this Mark —Brey is
cood dog:" and | have no doubt v will

o/

at the time the Jelesation was appointed.
— This may be the fact; but if it had
been known it could have made no dif

Herence, for it had lore since be

n asCcer

m«jority of the people of Manchester.
| With regard to his williugness to give

{heretofore he has never done 1t.
Fellow-Citizens view his conduct
ithu present time. A

commitice has
|thL people of Mancheste: on this subject.
This has been done as near as the nature
of the case would admit, and resulied iy
his rejection.  To these procecdings

now tells us he was oppesed; but think
ye he would have told us so il he h
heen nominated.
would have told you it was the »voice of
the people expressed,” and that it was
your duty fo obey it and vote tor him

it

to say that Mr. Plummer made use of
any exertions to force himself upon ti
people as their choice, he doe s him in-
Justice, for I state it as a matier of et
that Mr. Plummer did not wisli to be o
candidate, but consented on the condi
tion that a majority of the citiz ns of
Manchester would say it was their wish.

believe Mr. M'Cracken had never ln‘. enl

next Gt’,llel“ll ;\-.--i('n\hl\, and would fainl

14
L 8 |

prove yourself as good as auy of
”It‘ breed. M. ,\}-i'i‘u‘i\c n ol IVt
that his arnunciation was not kiownl

No fellow-citizens b

to say he bad no agency in briryging
himself hefore the people.” I My
M'Cracken intends by this insinuation,

4

{ship that has done so much to fill the
‘measure of her country’s glory—She
salled on her first cruise, on Sunday the
{22d of July, 1798, under the command
]nf capt. Samuel Nicholson, and returned
'about the middle of Nouvember. This
\was daring the brief warwith the French
‘republic.—We notice the appointment
‘of Isaac Hull as her 4th lieutenant, In
May, 1803, com. Ed. Preble was ap-
'pointed to her command, and in June he
sailed with the squadron for the Medi-
‘terranean, destined to act against Tripo-
li. Toall coversant with this scene of
war, it is well known the Coustitution
acted a consprcuous part, in fact bore
the brant of the battle. Atter the des-
‘truction of the Philadelphia of 44 guns,
she was fora long time the only frigate
on the station, and being ably seconded
by the smaller vessels with the gallant
Decatur, did more to humble the pride
‘of the Barbary states, than all Christen-
‘dom ever did before or since.

i In short, such, a variety of zervice and
periicus adventure has never becen
rachieved by auy siugle vessel.  She soon
after returned home, where she remain-

Jed unemployed, or nearly so, till the

‘commencement of the late war with
Grea! Biitan.——This was on the 18th of
June, 1812, On the 12th of ,]u])- she

 loit the Chesapeake for New York, and

on the 17th discovered and was chased
by a Biitish squadron consisting of the
Aliica 64, aud four frigatesy for three
davs and three nights,.—She escaped at
Last by skiltul management, and arrived
1in Boston harbor oo the 2€th of July.--

s owas one of the most beilhant

o xploits ef the war——Aiter remaining a

few days in port she sailed agairng and on
the 19'h of August fell in with, and alter
f:“" cgagement of thirty minutes, caprur-
led H. B. M. frigate Guerriere of 49
jguns, and 302 men.  Afier buriing tier,
i apl. Hull returned again te BO:-tL;n, on
{'he 30th August, and soon gave up the
‘command to capt. Wilham Baiubridge,
{'vhio, with the same crew, shortly afer
{<ailed on another cruise to South Ameri-
29th of Decemner of
\the same year, after an engagcmnt of
' thout two hours, she captured H. B. M.

hip Java of 49 guns, and upwards of
(400 men.  This was one ef the severest
lcontests of the war.  The Java was like-
twise burned and the Coustitution return-
‘~d again to Doston.

teag where on the

ted

lu June, 1813, capt. Charles Stewart

. {was appointed to her command, and on

the S0th of December she proceeded to
sedy, notwithstanding Buston was then

S ——
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y 10 resentway to others, I wou!d obscrve 11,;;;i"!0‘-!-=ldt‘d by seven ships of war. She

relurned on the 4th of April, 1814, ard
{was chased wto Marblehead by two of
[the enemy’s heavy frigates, La Nyvmphe
About the middle of De-
it{-l;a‘ er, 12312, she proceed=d on her se-
jcond on
th ruary, ofl Mudeira, after

" | Y
e under capt, Siewart, and

riiia
L BV B
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the hoof Fet

Janaction of forty miputes, she capturs d

H. D. M. ship Cyave of 34, and levant
21 guns, and upwards of 300 men.
| Cyanc arrived sale avd now forms
o part of our Navy but the Levant was

irecaptured.  Toe Counstitution berself

Jwvas chased by a sguadrou uvder sir Geo.
He tells us it is in vain for Mr. Flumnior

Colliery consistivg of the Leander and
Neweastle of fitty guns eachy, and the
Her vrnal goed forinne
atterd -d hevy avdehe arpived
safe in the United Peace had
pow been prodiaited, and she remained
(nnemployed  ag

2 ruaetny -
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believe, with a
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‘which she has just retarved, after an ab-

sence of more than three years, the de-
]a;ul- of whirh have not yet trauspired.

; She is non to vudergo all necessary

he would bave in his holy keeping all the|indeed, must have been a pretty rough
workmen by whose [abors it is (0 be com-|one, it we are to judge from the gash i
pleted. That their lives and their health|his face,
may be precious in his sight; and that| Jasiice Topson ordered Mr. Roberts
they may live to see the work of their|to procure bail, to the amount of 300,
hand s coutribute to the comforts and en-{to appear to answer the complaint at tue
Joyments of millions of their countrymen. next session.  The parties were then dis-
Friends and brethren: Permit me fur-|missed.

This they have done so far as theyv have Tepairs, and on the first emergency will,
made any expression on the subject.  So|forthwith, be ready to serve her country.
soon us their will was known a system of| About seven years since she was hove
wicked aund persecuting t:p[msaifl;\u was|out and ?0“"‘5‘]‘-’“11}' examined at the na-
iraised against Mr. Plummer which caus-|VY yard in Uharlestown, when her tim-
led him decline.  Mr. M'Cracken!bers,&cc. were feund in remarkable good
knowing that the other upper tnt‘.'l;:-h:p:j order, a fact which, after twenty-tive
feel under obligations to support a can-|)Y€ars wear and tear end hard service,
didate in Manchester, will no doubt in-| redounds not a little to the credit of the

to

ther to say, that I deem the du'v, now
performed at the reqaest of the president!
and directors of the Chesapeake and|
Ouio Canal Company, and the corpora-|
tions of the Dustrict of Columbia, one «f
the most foriunate incidents of my life.
Tnough not amoug the fanctions of m
officral station, 1 esteem it asa privilege
counferred upon me hy my fellow-citizenps
of the district. Culied, io the perfor-
ance of my service heretofore as one ol
ihe representatives of my native com

monwealth; in the senate, and now as «
member of the executive department of
the government, my abode has been a

mong the inhabitauts of the district long-
er than at any other spot upon earth. I
availing myself of this occasion to return
to them my thanks for the numbeyles-
acte of kindness tha' I have experienced
at their hands, may I be allowed 10 a=-
sign it as a motive operating upon th

heart, and superadded to my official ob

ligations, for taking a deep interest i

'heir welfare and prosperity, Among
the prospects of futurity which we mas
indulge the rational hope of seeing real-
'zed by this juuction of distant waters.
that of the auspicious influence which i

will exercise over the fortunes of every
portion of this district, is one upon whic

my mind dwells with unqualified pleac
ure. It is my earnest prayer that the)

whieh man subdues e¢nly his fellow-men.

|may not be disappointed.

3

Tne disturbance which this difficulty
vecazioned ontside the theatre produced,
constderable alarm within., It was sup-
posed tne incendiaries were at work.

M. Roberis was lately a partner of
M. N an. ["\11‘. Roberis has been fived
»150,and bound over to keep the peace.]

Cavalier Courtship.—The cercmony
of mar g, g K v wucks, s per-

o
farmed o norseback, A gulis mount-
“d who niges oty ol s-p-.-ct-d. Her lov-
vr pursves: if he overtakes her, she be-
comes his wito, and the marriage is con-
fummated oo the spo’,

At crihisshi= retneos with him to his
o, Butitsemctimes happens that the
wulllah docs pot wish to marry the per-
Ol by whom i is prasaed;in this case
she will not soff v lnm 1o overtake her.
We were assured, that no instance oe-
wurs of a Kalmuck girl being thus
caught, unless shie has partiality for her
cursuer.  I0she dislikes him, she rides
neck or nothing, until her parsuer’s horse
becomes extiausted, leaving her at liber-
'y to return, and to be afterwards chas-
ed by some more fayored admirer.

| [ Clarke’s 1ravels.

The canal boat Remittance, from
Auburn, passed through Schenectad)
e day last week, for Albany, propelled
by steam.— Bath N. Y. Adr. "

kil

sist upon being supported by them.—
But fellow-citizens be not deceived: a
majority of the citizens of Manchester
do not wish him elected.

ELIAS MILLIKEN Jr.

The frigate Constitution. A friend has
recently furnished the editors of the Bos-
ton Commercial Gazette, with (he fol-
lowing interesting article relating to
“Old Ironsides,” the pet-ship of vur navy,
and revered as the first which disproved
the proclaimed invincibility of an enemy.

Frigate Constitution, commonly called
“OLp lronsipes.”— On the 4th inst. this
favorite and fortunate ship came up and
anchored off the navy yard.
India-wharf, she fired a pational salute
in honor of the day.

The return of this noble frigate to the
place of her pativity,and on the 4th of
July too, may be reckoned among the
instances of good luck that has always at-
tended her. She was launched fron:
Hart’s ship yard at the North End, ir
October, 1757, and 1* consequently near-
ly thirty-one years eld. Thesevere la-
hor that attended her birth, which wa:
snly effected at the third trial, was seiz
=d upon by the enemies of a navy as pro-
phelic of ill luck! With bow little rea-
:on, her brilliant career has fully de-
noustrated. We may safely challeng.
che apnals of naval history to pame the

Iuld fashioned mechanics of Boston.

In her actions with the Guerriere and
Java, the Conslitution mounted 54 guis,
jand 52 when ergaged with the Cyane
jand Levant., Her loss in the action
lwith the Guerriere was killed and
wonnded, 14; with the Java 34, and with
the Cyane and levant, 14 more—total,
162, The Guerriere’s loss, killed, weur d-
iud and missing, was 103; the Java’s,
1161; Cyane’s 58; Levants, 39—(otal,
1341; or in the proportien of five and a
\ballto ove. The prisoners were nearly
‘one thousa: d.

s o

| Coelness.—The phlegmatic indiffer-

ence of the Turkish character was

When ofl strikingly apparent in a circumstance

|that occurred at the battle of Navarino.
| After the action, 2 wounded Turk threw
himself into the sea, and, after swimming
| for some time, laid held of the Aleyone.
| The men on board perceiving that it
was a man whose arm was broken. and
hanging down tock himon board. He
made a sign that he wished to have the
arm cut off. M. ﬂhn‘tinul:g, the chief
surgecn, complied with his desire. W hen
the operation was over, he begged a
pipe and some tobacco, and set and
-moked hLis pipe, looking about him all
the {ime. As so0n as llf.‘ ll:ul l]nli(‘, T\'ilh-
out saying a word. he plunged into the
sea, and swam bhack -=':.:ill to his own
vesscl, Nut, Intol
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