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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

Fentlemen of the Senate, '
and of the House of Representatives:

the people, and after an exchange of the
custamarysalutations,letuscordially con-
gratulate each other, that the last politi-
cal year, has crowned with the most sig-
nal succesa the highest interests of our
fellow citizens. To that Being in whose
hands the destinies of Nations are, we
pext owe the offer of our thanks, upon
the altar of gratitude, for the unmerited
blessings which He has tendered to feli-
citate our condition; resolving not to
abate our most fervent aspirations for
their continuance.

Our yeomanry, aided by a fruitful sea-
gon, have extracted from the soil by
well directed industry, every substantial
neceseary plentifully,and in that rich va-
riety which our choice climate affords.
To this may be added the welcome in-
telligence from each part of the state,
that our inhabitants bave been favored
with a greater portion of health in the
aggregate than theyhave for past years,
giving us full evidence that our already
acknowledged healthful country, is still
improving in this inestimnble enjoyment.
At a time of profound peace and without
any prospect of a rupture with any of
those powers with whom the United
States have relations, inhabiting a coun-
try possessing superior natural advanta-
ges to most others, and increasing in
numbers with a rapidity which clearly
foretells our brilliant destiny, what is
more natural, than that the attention of
those whose whole interest is identified
with their country’s, and whose affic-
tions are fixed on its glory, should be
principally directed in laying that foun-
dation upon which the present genera-
tion may build their own, and their pos-
terity’s permanent prosperity?

When we bring in review before us,
the successive carrents of emigration,
which annually penetrate the deep re-
cesses of the Western forest; when we
behold the generous efforts of the en-
lightened Statesman and Philanthropist,
for the establishment of primary and
higher schools, that eductation may be
equal and universal; when we witness
the enterprize and industry of the peo-
ple, their morality and order, the con-
clusion follows, that all the essential ele-
ments are concentrating to prosecute
and consummate the great design of the
gocinl compact.

The acting population of Indiana be-
ing constituted principally by emigrants
from each of the twenty-four state sov-
ereignties, with a small mumber from
most of the Christian powers of Europe,
and possessing those prejudices and opin-
ions concerning government and law, im-
bibed m early life, from those distinc-
tive circumstances which surround sep-
arate communities, it is perfectly natuar-
al to expect, at present, an indiscribable
diversity of sentiment upon every pro-
ject or regulation which may be sabmit-
ted by those in authoerity, for considera-
tion. To govern, or legislate for such
a discordant body politic at once, to the
satisfaction of all, is what the ablest law-
givers of Greece or Rome would not
dream of etfecting, were they present.—
We may aim;as we ought, to mak> pub-
lic opinion our guaid2 in matters of ex-
pedieacy, but it will be for the statesman
of some future age to shape the law

which will-be executed upon oar whole
gociely, without any indication of discon-
tent.

On our assemblage as the servants of

months, public lands have been granted
to the state of Indiana, through the in-
strumentality of ber public functionaries,
estimated to be worth about one million
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars
free of cost, for special purposes. The
objects and terms of those immense
grants; iay be seen by a reference to
the two treaties made in the fall of the
yeat 1826, with the Miami and Potowa-
tamie nations of Indians; and two acts
of the last Congress of the United States
now in the secretary’s office, which will
be laid before you. It is believed that
the most sanguine politician, will be un-
able to point to any combination of cir-
camstances, which will again place un-
der the control of the state, in the same
time, and perhaps not for a half a centu-
ry-—-perhaps never, such extensive and
valaable resources, for prosecating a
grand system ofinternal improvement to
a successful termination, and for the ul-
timate production of a revenue that shall
relieve our fellow citizens from taxation.
Legislatures that have formerly sat, have
been engaged ir theoretical disquisitions

able commercial improvements in the in-
terior of the state; but not having the
means within their grasp, which alone
can give vitality to such gigantic under-
takings as were conceived, no decisive
step has yet been taken. What has
been said and done, having but little
other eff=ct than to invite discussion, and
enliven the public mind to its best inter-
ests, the honor seems to have been re-
served to the representatives of the peo-
ple. now present, to act efficiently in re-
lation to those public works, which the
highest expectations are entertained.

X A tract of land, five miles in width,

and in length the whole diztance ofa sur-
vey now making by a brigade of United
States’ engineers, commencing at the
mouth of Tippecanoe river and running
northeast along the valley of the Wa.
bash and its tributaries, to Fort Wayne;
thence down the Maumee of the Lake,
to the mouth of the Auglaize river, or
lower, a distance of about one hundred
and sixty miles, is granted to this state
for the purpose of making a Canal, to
connect the waters of the Wabash with
Lake Erie~-and the Miarm treaty pro-
vides for its location through all the In-
dian reservations. Another tract of
land has been obtained by treaty with
the Potowatamie Indians, during the
fall of 1826, and since ratified by the
Senate, equal to one section of good land
for each mile of the whole distance, from
Lake Michigan to some convenient poin
on the Ohio river, to make a turnpike road.
These two grants are placed under the
absolute control of the Indiana Legisla
ture, for the purposes above mentioned.
The road grant is without condition.
The canal grant, thou _h subject to cer-
tain conditions presents nothing in them
that ought reasonably to make yonr bo-
dy hesitate to adopt that course, which
will nost certainly secure it from the

animproved, must attach to it.
Since the recent survey and examina-

three hundred British Canals, have
given satisfaction to the public and
the stockholders. Qught we not then
to seize upon this opportunity to furnish
a memorable demonstration, that we
know when and how to act for the gen-
eral welfare when the occasion demands
it? Prompt and decisive steps towards

'appropriated, with a view of errichiag the trea-

sury, it is believed that there is no part of In-
diana wher# it could be more advantageously
expended, than in the W hite Water country,
to make & Railway [rom Lawrenceburgh, on
the bank of the Obhio river to a point on the
national road, in Wayne county, and as much
farther north as the means will carry it, to-
wards Fort Wayne. Whether such improve-

the commencement of this work on your

ments are viewed with reference to the markets,

part, will furnish the most ““"QUiV“Cal!which they aim to make accessible to the peo-
evidence, that you are not inditferent to!ph' or with reference to the revenue which
the great agr:’cuf!ural, manufm'turing and‘th.y would secure to the treasury, they are
commercial interests which constitute the thought equal te any other in importance.

&

lic treasury within particular tide water

limits, to the exclusion of the grain
growing states? Do the rays of a south-
ern sun, give that peculiar energy to
the intellect, which enable the politi-
cians within particular geographical
lines, to take the oaly correct view of
the Constitation? With them, the con-
struction of a light-house is a regulation
of commerce; or the gradual increase of
the Navy and the erection of expensive
harbours, along the sea coast, are provi-

sions for the national defence; but roads

into the expediency of making consider- |

cgnl_ingencics’ which the lnpse of u’mc"inﬁ’wtwu until sctive opcralionl afe commenc-

bone and sinew of society. Public men,
must be brave, and not suffer intimida-
tion by the probable consequences that
may arise out of the chapterof accidents.’|

If vou conclude to accept of this grant,
as you ceriainly ought, the principal
question which must next arise, will be:
When and how shall it be disposed of?|
How appropriated, and to what objects?

The first proposition resolves into two
others, as follows: [s it better tosell the
land now, or at a subsequent time? Shall
it be sold for cash in hand, or on a cred-
1t? -~ After examining this subject care-|
fully, I have become satisfied that it|
would be impolitic to require a sale of
those lands, at any period prior to the
completion of whatever improvement
may be agreed upon. And that when
the auspicious time arrives for selling,
that tae door to future dithculties should |
be closed, by requiring prompt payment.
Were you to authorise a sale ou a credit
before the Canal is completed, with the
view of raising the necessary meauns, ma-
ny years must elapse, and much of the
people’s money will be expended, in le-
gislating on relief applications, in addi-
tian to the expense of a land office, be-
fore a fund will be raised, adequate to
the proposed undertaking. Besides, re-
tarding the work, it is jeopardizing the
gran', for the time is limited for its com-
pletion. Were you to offer the land for
ready money,it would be inevitably sub-
jected to a wasteful sacrifice; so great,
in al} probability, as to defeat the pro-
ject altogether, by its not producing the
sum of money required or expected. Hence
it follows, that a loan, should be resort-
ed to as the least doubtful expedient,
ory if that will not be acceptable, you
might authorise an issue of paper, re-
deemable in the land at a minimum
price, after it shall have been offered for
sale.

Whean it is considered that this land lies upon
each sde of the proposed Canal, you surely
cannot remain long unpenetrated with the be-
lief that the Qiff rence in the amount of sales
tefore and after its completion, will not greatly
i xeeed any sum of interest, which M4y accrue
on a borrowed principal.  Interest ought not
to be paid more than two years, which wonld
be ten per eentam on & given sum, whilst the
presu@ption is strong, that the laad would be
iacreased in valoe, by the commercial advan-
tages which would be appended to it, at finishi-
ing of the work more than an huandred per
eent, T'he most solemn ncts of legislation,
will supply the place of imposing realty; for
the alarming 1dea of wvncertaicty will have its

[
|

ed on the channel.
Uhe treasury is the proper depository of the

\Were this fund thus sppropriated, our inhab-
itants would soon be released from the payment
of taxes, for the support of the state govera.
ment. Three per cent. on the capital iovest-
ed, would bring into the tressury a sum equal
to the revenue of the present year, mised from
the people of Indiana. .
Were you to conclude that Railways are
preferable to Canals, and not be disposed to

one from the Wabash to the Lakes, that sum
might be advantageously applied, if not pro
hibited by Congress, to the improvement of
the various state roads, now discouragiog 1o
the traveller, in certain seasons. It 18 not my
intention, by these remarks, to recommend to
you that steps ought to be taken, 'o change the
Wabash canal into a Railway; but erely to
lay the subject, conneeted with a few remarks,
before you for your consileration, at the special
request of many distingwished citiz ns of ln-
diana No one can be wore fully impressed
with the belief, than mysell, that there exists
an obligation upon us to take some prudeot
stap to construct the best work on the survey
now in progr-ss. which will sfford an outlet for
the bread and meat of Indiana to the northern
lakes: and in order that we may determine
wisaly, what 18 best calculated to answer the
common objeet we have in view, the advantage
and disadvantages of both these facilues muay
with propriety be compared. Our object
must he to prodnce the greatest possible good,
with the least possible inconvenience. Waat-
ever will carry the flour, pork, beef, potatoes,
and other productions of our soil to a good
market, with the most expeditien and the
smallest expanse, as well as most s=fely and
securely; and return those articles of merchan-
dise which the peaple must and will have, o
the same manner, is what i1s wanted. I, hon«
ever, you prefer a Canal, as is most generally
and reasonably supposed you will, I will cheer-
fully devote a portion of my time and ser-
vices, in co-operation with you, for the fur-
thersnce of this project, which bas long since

and canals running into the iaterior,
though the exchange of exchangeable
commodities are greatly multiplied
thereby, is neither. Suppose that the
Western states were to submit passive-
ly to this new construction of the Consti-
tution, or that it should succeed in be-
coming the rale by which Congressional

| legislation is hereafler to be governe
appropriate the surplus remaning, after makmgl 5 g d,

may not the inquiry be gravely made, of
what use will the National Treasury be
to them, or one half of the states?

Seven or eight years hence, peace pre-
scrved, when the national debt shall
have been extingunished, and there are a
surplus of fifteen or twenty millions of
dollars, to be disposed of, under the sev-
eral powers in the federal charter, if this
power is not sustained, how are these
states to claim their just proportion from
the Treasury? No other power can be
tomnd 1n that sacred instrument, which
will authorize beneficial legislation for
these states. We have no seaboard,
consequently cannot obtain the passage
of bills by virtue of the conceded powers.
Yielding up this vital prineipal to this
country, if a Western member introdu-
ces a bill for a road or a canal, he will be
at once told that it 1s unconstitutional.
Let us not treat thissubject with indiffer-
ence. To give up this power, is fo break
the staf’ into pieces which supports us.,

Furthermore, it is believed, that we
shall not be unmindful of the acknowl-
edged maxim, that labor, and not our
gold and silver or estates, conslitate our
wealth. This admitted, we shall not
cease to venerate that conrse of conduct
wheresoever found,in public men, which
is best calculated to call into requisition,
the greatest quantity of productive in-
dustrv. To do this; encouragement

had my approbation.

Whatever has been said, as to the
the course which suggests itself to me as
the proper one, with respect to the ca-
nal grant, in relation to sale and loan,
will apply to the cession to make the Po-
tawatamie road. No pledges which you
can give beforehand, will make the land
near this road, sell like the finished tho-
roughfare itself.
the policy are approved of, as the best

: 1
in the one case, they are equally deserv-

ing in the other. You will; no doubt,
organize a board of commissioners, to
be appeinted, composing of respectable
men, to make the selection of the land
ceded for the said road, so soon as it
may be surveyed. Provided the pre-
sent General Assembly fail to make a
point on the Ohio river, at which the
road shall terminate, the same board,

If my conceptions of

ought to be given to every depu;‘tment
of labor, and to none more so, than the
lenterprising manufacturer, on account
lof his risque, and his capital employ-
led, The citizens of that country, who
cannot exchange the productions of
their fabor, for all their needfvl Juxu-
ries and necessaries, are surely ragro-
gading from national wealth, If this is
jour condition, let us at once begin to
‘manufacture our necessaries, and aban-
don our Jluxuries. I the staple com-
‘modities of the country will not com-
‘mand our clothing,and other articles we
|need, thie sooner we exchange our taste,
|and make at home what we want, the
(better. If it is true, a8 your intelli-
'gence: will inform you, that England fur-
'nishe= us with clothing, and refuses our
|bread and meat, depend upon it the ba-
Hlance of trade is against us.

].

Then, if this is so, and we can-|e

tion of thiz long contemplated line of in-
ternal communication, to connect the
wataers of the Lakes and the Wabash|
leave no doubt of its practicability ; and
it being in our power to avail ourselves
of the splendid donation which has been
proffered to us by the liberal hand of the
General Government, the success of such
a very valuable facility, shonld not be
Ihoked upon as anv longer problematical
By aletter from Mr. Moore the enginee

its officer. No giestion, however, cin now
arise, as (o the safe keeping of the proceeds, ex
cept you dispose of the land very differently,
from what [ believe you will.

The object to which the proceeds of the
said lands must be appropriated, aecording to
the rerms of the act of Congress malkng the
cession to the state, is @ canal. *~ W hether this
' gratuity can be made by the best manzgement,
* to produce a fund ¢gnal to the estimate for a

; 3 _ ; sineer, Canal. 18 very uncartain.  If the act had given
mgaged in this business, which will be|to the state the privilsge, to make use oF the

not change it, let us begin our task, and|submitted, you will perceive that the|land, to coustruct either a Railway or a Canal,

under the circumstances, make our best!
exertion in sincerity and honestv, anl
with all our ability for the general inter-

est of thrse who have employed us. ,

Before [ proceed to lay before you«

those subjects, which under the conati-

tution [ feel myself bound to submit, al-||
Tow me in the name of the people, whose|and twenty two feet.

overnment this is, to request most sol-

emnly, that during this s2ssion, those|have before us at this session.
highly interesting and important mat-|i
ters upon which we must act conjointly,/the enterprizes for inl
If no-|the U. S. finding

may claim your whole attention.
thing should obtrude itself upon your no-

tice but legitimate subjects of legisla-|cessful execution and demonstrated util:

tion, then, we shall find at the end of
your labors, that reason, the soul of all
good legislation, will havg triumphed.
Whoever attempts to hoist the standard
of party, in or out of your body, tending]
to make principle subservient to politi-
cal calculation and management, should
be viewed as aiming a fatal blow at the
public tranquility. [fit is kept ip mind,
that party is the folly and madness of
many for the benefit of a few, it will
have but a small number of votaries.

At no period since the organization of
our etate government, have topics aris-
en of such vast concern and deep inter-
est for legislative deliberation, as those
upon which the members of the present
session will be called upon to act. Ques-
tions of such great moment, and involy-
ing so much. difficulty, responsibility and
perplexily as those alluded to, require
the most calm, disinterested and intense
reflection. The public eye is fixed up-
on the proceedings of this General As-

. sembly, and it is expected that each
member will do his duty, laying aside
everv extrinsic consideration.

whole of this survey will not be comple-|it could not be questioned that it would be al-
ted this fall, in consequence of sickness./together adequate to the finishing the one,

The distance from the summit near Fort though it might fall short as to the other

Wayne to the mouth of Tippecanoe riv- Railwayva, are rapidly bearing away the palm
'r, that part of the survey which is com-| of usefulness, from actual experiment, from all
pleted, is one hundred and three and an|other commereial facilies. nlatitudes as (ar

alfmiles. The locks north as the valley of the Wabash, their equal
s lockage, two hundred utility at least, may be fully illustrated. Their

cost for the same distances, and constructed on
the same natural surface, would ba, in this
'country, about half that of a Canal. Egqnal

T'his may be all the estimate we shall
No data
But, most of

: : i)
and navigation inpal may ba transported on them. and with'

s furnished as to the cost.

York Canals, we may look to their suc- ceptible. Duriag the season at which a (a

\ (nal 18 closed up with ice the Ralway s fit for
ity, for information and reasons to sus- use. The Canal is oft-n the harbinger of

are now called apon impcriougly to %2s of water, that escapes and {orms ressrvoirs,
make. Estimates of Canals have been 3nd there becomes u stagnint pool; whlat
made for a variety of widths and depllls,‘l{."'ii"“’ are exempt {rom this disadvantage.
and on almost every kind of surface, both| I'bere being perishable materials 1 both, the
in Europe and in America; so that the °"® ! "ot perhaps mora apt to gat out of re-
Legislator may form an idea of the ex. P\ tha0 the other. ~ Freight being proportion-
A . ed to tha cost, would be less on the Ralway
pense of almost any imaginary route. " "o ) T . lakes
The profits of Canal stocks, judiciously, ; SroiBRls TS SRARSClE e, e

- . d \vivers near the tropies, Canals may claim the
invested in Engl‘and. doubtlessly sugges- pre-eminency; but to unite streams which are
ted to the Americans,

; the trill'lﬂp()ﬂallﬂ'ﬂ[Ighemgnlvea ouly a part of the year navigable_
of whose productions constitute their!the Railway appeara to possess much consisten-
greatest barthen, the idea of a similar/ey. A Railway would do the Whale busi-
policy. TIn deciding upon these great ness—a Canal could do no mors. T'he former
undertakings, it will not do to test them|would bring as much money intathe treasury as
by a too penurious calculation of dollars|the latter. It is said that Congres would not
and cents. | Should the expense of our besitate upon your memorial, to changs the
Wabash Canal exceed a million of dol-|2¢t. %0 as to enable you to adopt the Railway,
lars, it must be recollected, that we have|if thought most expedicnt.  Suppose that the
under our control means to that amount, |§™0¢ of 1nad can be made worth a million o
If the profits of the Canal, when finished, dollars: this sum will not make a Canai on the
shall produce the interest of whatever late location, but seven hundred thousanddol-
additional sum is required, and enough hln.w';l ::ak" .h R‘:"‘;Y zﬂ it, leaving a l‘;f-
besides to extinguish that principal grad- piss-ol thees huadred (howsand dollens for

" ¥”|some object. ‘This sum laid out for the con-
ually, the credit of the stale must remain | struction of another Railway, in some populous
unshaken by a loan. It is said by the

Within the space of the last fifteen

. s r part of the state, wou!d complete an additional
most confidential writers, that all of the'line of seventy miles. If this sum should be

public money, r-guring an additional bond of

burdens to any that can be exported on 4 Ci-|

their origin in the New d,uble the velocity of whici the former s sus-

tain in making the adventure, which we | disease, engandered by the fr-quent everchar |

|

|

(.

composed of weil qualified citizens,|  Strickland’s Reports woich the last legisla-
might be authorized, by law, to perform ture required to be subscribed for, have been
this difficult duty, as well as to employ received "l o the friends of internal 1niprove-
an engineer and surveyor, and make thelwent, 1 must be Permlttad ’to recommend a
‘lncntiou todtie. Lube. A provision in carcfal perusal of _llns wntelligent bouk.‘ I'he
the law, authorizing the board to takv_.p"m""'l""" sad gtility ‘of Reilwars, Cansls,
such donations as might be offered, into f' urop:ke roads, &e. with the whole plan of
consideration, might be productive of mma.mou,and SO ARMERENS 3 nd, e Yoy
‘ & = _ . satsfactorly developed. An investigation of
some  gaod, by increasing the capitally,, subject, must awaken and animate you, te
stock which may be created.  Someljanar for the construction of those vital arte-
newspaper essays have appeared, sug- sy (hrough which public wealth & iodividaa!
gesting the propriety of applying to/ property must flow.
Congress for an additisnal grant of land|  \\ tetber the General Government? ought ta
sullicient to make this a railway, wpon gield up its sovereignty over the public lands
a cheap and improved plan, which i1s al remaining unsold within the limits of the states,
least worthy of your notice. I believe,|is a question which has undergone much able
however, that no utopian scheme which|discussion in Congress, and in state Legisha-
may be brought forward. will find advo-| tores; and bas been noticed in an approprate
cates, tending to delay the commence-|manner, by several of the state Execulives.
went of e pond. Poutracts for Boish | Whilst the geperal |eptiment is collecting on
ing it, ought not to extend beyond “iso momentcus a question to the west, the voice
year, from the time they of ladiana should not remain unheard The

are entered in-| . :
’ . | bistory of the !
to; and then iet the land be brought in-| i % ANerieeh gevsiament snd heo

. : 'legislation in relation to the public lands, fur-
to m‘”l‘et'} to put a period to the PAY" nish undoubted evidence, tl?at it would] not
_'“e"t of interest. Labor enough Callonly be just, but wise, to yield up the public
be commanded: it is not supposed that! domain to the State, either for general or spe-
‘any unnessary delay will take place. 1t cial purposes. It would be just, becanse each
has been said, that contracts might be state ought to be placed on an equal footing
entered into for the land itself, yet this|and the original states ex-reised sovereignty
_'wmjld be a doubtful policy; but by nolover the unappropriated lands within ther
t which might be :1dnp!t'd..' boundaries, and depasited the proceeds withic

[t is by virtue of that power exercised their Treasuries. It would bs wise because
by C,mgreg;' dplpg"h.d hy several ox-:t!"’ expense of buying. surveyiog aod selling
provisions in the Constitation, and o€ 'ands, and the legislatinn concerning them,
reduce their value to an ineonsidershle amount,
‘at the Treasury. Niue tenths of the revenus
\are derived from duties on umports, and the
'public lands produce no more than about s
: * twentieth pairt of the twenty odd mull '3
'that this young state has been so sm!n‘p,_; 'daliars, whipch auoually a,my, at the UZ?HE
:l‘-y placed upon that ele;v_atr.-d ground it|Siates Treasury. Were the United Stutes to.
now occuples, as lO.'dbllll_\'. to bP(‘Omelralinquish to sach state the quantity ef land in
‘one c_)l the first states in the cnnh-durard\.‘!u. for the parpuse of jree schools and infernal
!And it is strange, that the exercise of a improvement in the stata where the lands lie,
power, in the general dispensation of its the power wiich would be created by the in-
|biessings, so just, generel and equal, and telligenes su-h potent means would diffise
|as necessary to the national wealtlt and|amongst all classes, aod the works of art which
name and prosperity, as light is to the|'Wouid zide in msjesty every where. woult!
material. world, should meet with the Provea belterd-f~nce to the Unioa, in an hot s
qlol struggle, than an hundred thousand srmed
i*a!dngrs This plan failing the scale of de.
preciation should be applied.—Lands remaip-
ing uosald alter being off: red, should be annu-
tally reduced in price, to the purchasers, unde-
{the true presumplion that the best lands ar:
g first takan. Laods remaining uns ;
. Is it beciuuse the Lteral m::-iu.mm.«m term of time, lhuu!dihm l::dgiv!z; 1_-!.
struction phalanx, wish to scatter the pub-'tha actual settler, after remaning on them -

|

|

means the wors

|
| press
‘sanctioned by the Administration of the|
‘General Government, to appropriate a
portion of the National Treasury,or its
'sources, to make internal improvements

|formidable opposition that is arraye
against it. It is somewhat unaccounta-
ble that itisso. Isit because the West
ern and Northern astates, by their mas-
terly policy, are leaving their Souther
sisters far in the rear, in their march 1
power?




