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THE SIX MILITIA MEN.
Robertson Springs, July 26, 1827.

Dear Sir:—Your letter of the 23d
instant was handed to me, late last eve-
ping, and [ hasten to answer the inqui-
ries as requested in regard to the casc
of Harris and the other five militia men
wiin were executed at Mobile.

T'he regiment to which these unfortu-
nate men belonged, was received into
the service by the orders of the general
government, was mustered for a six
months tour, and was paid accordingly,
for said service, as will appear by the
muster and pay rolls, and by Colonel
Pipkin’s report tome. These rolls, with
Col. Pipkin’s report, the proceedings and
sentence of the court martial detailed
for the trial, and all the circumstances
connected with the subject, are or ought
to be on record at Washington City,
where | bave no doubt Mr. Buckner has
had a full opportuanity of examining them.
I confidently assert that they stamp the
allegations of Mr. Buckner with false-
hood.

The letter which Mr. Buckner now
makes use of in order to injure my char-
acter, is well ascertained to be a forgery.
It was first published by Binns, editor of
the Democratic Press, purporting to be
a letter from the unfortunate Harris to
me. Now this man never wrote but one
letter to me, that | ever saw, or heard of
before this publication, aud in that he
acknowledged himself to be guilty of the
enormous crimes charged against him,
and stated his willinguess to meet the
just sentence of the court. I M. Buck-
ner was as desirous to cull the trutn
from the archicves of the nation as he i-
to pluck from me my hard earned Fepu- |
tation, Lie would have seen that Gon.
Wionchester, who commanded at Mobile
at the time that this Bines” Lotter is dat-|
ed, made several communications to me
after that date, and before he had any
tnowledege that the battle of New Or-
leans had been fought. Does not this cir
cumslance shew the impossibility of M.
Hareis having koowledge at the time
staled, and still more that he could have
gained it in time to have made it a
ground of application for mercy? ‘The
letters of Gen. Winchester to me show
that he did not reccive intelligence of
the victory until the 17th January; this
forged letter gives the inteligence to Mr.,
¥lirris two days before. Strange in-
deed, that Mr. Harris, closely confined
10 Jail, should be so much earlier inform-
cd than the commandant of that post,

It would give me greal pleasure to

Green, near Rudgly’s mill, South Caro-
lina, savs Gordon’s history, had eight
men hung, on one pole for desertion—
Johnson’s life of Green says five without
court martial—I only approved of the
proceedings of a court composed of men
who were the friends and neighbors ol
those to be tried by them.

Respectfully,

ANDREW JACKSON.

GENERAL GREENE.
FROM THE CUMBERLAND  MD.) ADVOCATL,
OF AUGU=T 2J.

General Jackson’s Letter to Mr. Wm.
O wvens, of Kentacky, shiould have been
published witliout one word of comment
by us, had it not contained, in its Post-
script, a charge against the charactes
and well earned reputation of that dis-
tinguished Patriot and Hero General
Gieene, whose memory 1 dear to the
heart of everv American. We make the
sunbjoined extract, not for the purpose of
injuring General Jackson, or giviug of-
fence to any of his supporters, but with
the view of rescuing from disgrace the
name of one of our most distinguished
and meritorious Revolutionary Patriots,
whose life was devoted to the service of
is couatry.  The subjoined extract is
copied from General Greeve’s orderly
nook, which has been preserved by Col.
William Lamar, of this county, who was
attached to the Southern army from the
time General Greene took command of
it until the 19th of Oc¢tober, 1781, when
he, with some other officers, were order-
#d to join some other corps; and was, du-
ring the whole of that time, under the
immediale command of General Greene.
The annexed copy of the proceedings of
the Court Martial, held on the 30th day
of April, s at “Rugely’'s Mill,)”
proves, most conclusively, that those
men were not “hung on one pole for de-
sertion, withoui Court Martial” as the
General states, but for % Desertion, join-
ing the enemy, and bearine arms agains!
the United States.”  Col. Lamar, (then
captain,) states, that they were actually

Jownd in the enemy’s ranks, with arms in
their kands, and clothed in the British un
form, and that lr’z.ry were taken  prisoners,
with about tieo hundred British soldicrs, af-
ter the battle f'.!f‘llué:!'(‘f'fi".\' H U, t‘i’!} Cm’:u;! [
f»'l':";’imn Washington, and that they
auny
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From the Pﬁf[{lddp.’li.-l Miseum.
THE ATTACK OF NEW ORLEANS.
By a Subaltern of

We must reler ine reader to our au-
thor for the topography of the field ot op-
erations. *“I'he place where we landed
was as wild as it is possivle to iImagine.
Wherever we looked votiitng was 1o be
seei except oue huge marshy covered
with tall reeds; vot a house, vot a ves-
tige of human ludustry could be discov-;
ered; and even of trees, there were bul
a lew growing uponr the bauks of the
creek.  Yet it was such a spot as, above
all others, tavorcd our operations. No
eye could watch as, or report our arri-
val to the American generals By re-
maining quictly among the reeds, we
mizht effectually conceal ourselves from
notice; because, from the appearance of
all around, it was casy to preceive that
the place which we cecupied was seldom,
if ever before, marked with a human
footstep.  Concealmenty however, was
the thing of all others which we requir-
ed; for be it remembered, that there were
now ouly sixteen hundred men on the
main land.  The rest were still at Pine
island, where they must remain tifl the
boats which had trausported us should
return for their conveyaice, consequent-
iy many bours must elapse before this
small corpse could be either reivforced!
or supported. It therefore, we had
sought for a point where a descent mighn
be made in secrecy aud salety, we could
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|ble to move from our ground or ofler

: . |
ed at the distance of 4 yard.—In ih::'-
state we lay for nearly an hour, uia-

any opposition to those who Kkept us
there; when a straggling fire of musket-
ry called our attention towards the pi-
quets, and warned us to prepare for a
closer and more deperate strile,  Asyet,
however, it was uncertain from whal
cause this drooping fire arose. It mighi
proceed from the sentiuels, t\hu_a, alarm-
ed by the cannonade {rom the river, mis-
took every tree [ur an American; aud
till this should be more fully ascertained,
it would be improper to expuse the
troops, by moving any of then: from the
shelter which the bank atforded. Bu
these doubtls were not pcl‘lnillt-d to con-
tinue long in existence. The drooping
fire haviug paused for a few moments,
was succeeded by a fearful yell; and the
ieavens were illumivated on all sides by
a semi-circular bluze of musketry. I
was now clear that we were surround-
ed, and that by a very superior force;
and therefore, no alternative remaining,
but, either tosurrender at discretion, or
to beat back the assailants.

The whole detail of this action is giv-
en in our author’s best manuer.  1Thi
loss sustained in i amounted to about 50
men, most of whom might have beer
saved, if gen. Kean had not moved from
his position 1w the wood uutil his foree
would have enabled Lim to advauce al
once against the town, On the 25th,!
sir. Edward Packenham and general

not have found one better calculated for
that purpose than the preseat; becaus l

it aflorded every means of cuq.cmxluwnll

to one part of our force, until the others
should be able to come up.”

Here ceneral Kean shoald have halted
till the other brigades could have joined
him; but deceived, as it is said, ‘hy de-
serte he ilit::lllit)*i-|_\' advanced into

ib’

ted to light fires; the consequence was a
surprise.

Lo this manner the day passed without
any further alurm; and darkness havi o

incéreased splendoryourevening mea! was
eateny, and we prepared to sleep.  Bui
about half past seven o’clock, the atten-
fion of several individuals was drawn to
a large vessely which secmed to be steal-
ing up the viver till shie come opposite

tirely false, he never having issued any
such order.
of Prince G
WHo was an

corge’s county, in this Siate,

eye witness to the wiole

send you printed copies from the docu-
ments i my possession, preperly cerli-|
tied, proving what | have here asserted,]
but it is impossible that this can be done
within so short a period as that request-
ed. 1 trusty, however, that the state-
ment here made will be sullicient with!
ail honcrable men, to counteract the
filse impressions sought to be iorced
vpon the freemen of Kentucky by Mr.
Yiuckner.  As a public or private mun,|
speaking of transactions which concern
tiie reputation and character of others,
cvery manly {eeling should remind him,|
thiat he ought to be guided by esta '
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blish-|
ed facts, not by the ."Lx?r(*.cl;y of a party:|
and when he thus produces facts of the
feast plausible ground upon which to
bottom such charges as those of which
vou have rvecited, [ pledge myself to be
atall times ready to meet him at the
Lar of his country.

It may be proper to remark in conclu-
sion, that the finding of the court proves
conclusively that those men were legally

1 service—or, otherwise, that they must

hiave been acquitted. I approved of
iheir candemnation, because they were
the pramoters and ringleaders of the mu-
tiny and deserlion, comwmitted at a peri-
o, when the safety of vur Southern fron-
tier was threatened—ata period, which

called for the most energetic measures,

- and when every nerve of the government

o Was stretched in the defence of our lib-
When they violated the law in

erties,
such an atrocious manner, the public
good demanded their sacrifice. Had

they have done their duty as faithful sol-

diers, their country would have reward-

¢d them with its protection and grati-

tade.

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,

ANDREW JACKSON.

Wirriam Owers.

P. S. It will be recollected, in the Re-
volutionary war, at a time of great tria)
General Washington ordered deserters
to be shot without trial. Capt. Reed
under this order, having arrested three,
h:ud one shot without trial, and his head

brought to the General; bat he, Gener|
al Washington, reprimanded Reed for

not shooting the whole three. General

trassaction, kuows and hus pronounced

it to be

“il?"&' ’

Copy of the Proceedings of the Court HMur-
tal held at Ruag -".‘,f‘S .u&":’, on the 30th
d::‘i} f‘if.. !‘;}"f'.", 1731,

“Camp at Ruceny’s My,

o

".'l!nm',:‘:_/. 30th .fpr‘i/. 1781,
“Ata General Coart Martial, where-
of Licat. Colonel H "Wwes, 1s President,

A
g

na Regiment, William Heonesiv, of the
1<t Virginta Recumenty, Willinm Suears,
of the 3rd Maryland Rogimeut, Samuel
Sherrin Jobnson, of the 7th Marviand

Roegimenty and Bartholomew Kelly,
(t:u: Delaware Regiment, were severally

e

charged with descertion, joining the eue-
my, and b'f“.'al‘i:-"_{ arms against the United
States. The Court after daly consider-
ing the charges, evidence and defence.
for and agaiust the prisoners, respective

of them are guilty, and do sentence, that
the said Thomas Wood, William Hen-

Johnson, and Bartholomew Kelly, be
each hanged by the neck, (more than

10.)

a punishment less severe.

tton.

force of martial law.

-]

:u:cording to the sentence

uflcrnOOn."

Presideacy (says the Star) our presest Repre
sentation to Congress are divided thus: 9
Jackson, 8 for Adams, and 1 (Mr. Long) w

-

put as doubtfyl.
] :

Colonel William D. Baall.l

nesly , William Sagars, Samuel Sterrin

The General [General Greene ] ap-
proves the proceedings of the Court.
He would be extremely happy if the of-!
fences of those unfortunate men deserved!‘ ICY W

is a crime, so dangerous to an army, that|

*The indispensable necessity of giving

“The criminals are to be executed

to uur camp; when her anchor was drop-
ped, and her sails leisurely farled. At
Hirst we were doabtful whether she might
ot be one of our own cruisers, which
L had passed the post unobserved, and
nad arrived to render her assistance in
our future operations.—To safety this
(doubt, she was repeatedly hailed, but
returned no answer, when an alarm
weading througheut the b cuaec, all
wught of sleep was laid aside.  Sever-
al musket shots were now tired at her

j i
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,hvr broadside towards usz, we could dis-
tinctly hear some one cry out in a cou-

|
|

imaunding voice, ‘Give them this for the

‘honor of America.’
;iuslul'll!}' tollowed by the flashes of her
iguns, and a deadly shower of grape
lswept down numbers in the camy.

Aganst this dreadful fire we had noth-
ling whatever to oppose. The artillery

| =4 . s
which we had landed was too light to

&

so powerful; and as she had anchored
within a showt nce of the opposite
fb:lnk, no musketry could reach her with
1any precision or effect.

dista

|

even terror among those
re directed.

|

iron hail

selves along wherever we could fnd
‘room, we listened in painful silence tc

hats, and to the shrieks and groans o

I

set in, the fires were made to blaze with!

with the design of exacting a rveply, of
Thomas Wosd, of the Sth Soath Caroli-! :‘\‘ln:_'l: BODOMCE WS mk"m; tll at I"\“gt!“i"wf'r}l hour llrl;.’,lji bp.d:-‘“‘rm" | \ ‘

jhaving fastened all her s:nlr, and swang evident that strong reinforcements were!'a scheme was invented, worthy, for its
‘boldness, of the school in which Sir Ed-
wards had studied his

great degree of ele-lwas determined to divide the army, to

commanded to leave the fires, and to has-!
some serious example, and the recex;tgwn under the dyke.
misfortunes the troops have suffered by
the perfidy of some of their uuworthy
companions, forbid the exercise of lenity
and compel the General to admit the

Thither all, ac-
cdrdingly repaired, without much regard|from behind their entrenchments, was way and, chocking up the chanuel, pre-
a thing altogether out of the question. vented the heaviest of the boats from
There seemed, therefore, to be but one
practicable mode of assault; which w aa.;up the passage, so that none of those
to treat these ficldworks as one would]
ireat a regular fortification; by erect.

to order or regularity, and laying our-

the scattering of grape shot among our

annexed
against them, at four o’clock to-morrow

North  Carolina —On the subject of the

those who lay wounded beside them.
‘The night was now durk as pitch, the
moon being but young, and totally ob-
scured with clouds.  Qur fires deserted
by us, and beat about by the enemy’s
shot, began to burn red and dull; and,
except when the flashes of those guns
which played upon us cast a momentary

r
e

Gibbs jeined the ariny; it would have
been tortunate if they hiad arrived soou-
er. Oun the moruing of the 26th our bat-
teries opened on the schooner; but here
a capital error was commitied, which
lwas the more remas kable, as several na-
ival oflicers were serving ashore, who

should have corrected the error. A

heads, were therefore erected against
the eunemy, (the subaltern values this
costly materiz]l  at many thousand
puuhd:‘-;) but lhf*) had their reveuge;
our engiLeers bad yet to learn that su-
gar and sand Pu:‘éci:td very diffcrent
powers of resistance.  ‘T'he shot passed
through our works and killed mauy of
the artillery.—On the encmy’s side,
however, little impression was made,
and from a cause as singular; fer it is
said that the cotton bags, the capuure of
which had provoked the attack, contri-
buted to the defence of New Orleans,—
Certain it is, that the 1dea of the regu-
lar approaches and breaching baticries
was immediately abandoned.

*All our plans had as yei proved abor-
tive; even this; upon which so much re-
llance had beew placed, was fouid to be
of no avail; and 1t must be conlessed,
that something like murmuting began to
be heard through the camp. Aud, in
truth if ever an arm), might be porant-
ted 0 murmur, it wae this. o landing,
they bad borne great hardships, wot
only without repining, but with cheer-
tulness; their bopes had been excited by
false reports,us to the pracucabiiny ol the
attempt in which they were embarked;
ard now they found themselves entan-
aled amidst difficulties trom which there
";1 peared to be no escape, except by vic-
I their atlempts upon the cre«
my s liney however, they had been twice
toiled, in arullery they preceived thems-
~elves so greatly overmatched, thai their
own could hardly assist them ; their pro-
visions being derived wholly from the
fleet, were both scauty ard coarse; aund
their rest was continually broken. For
not only did the ¢cannon and mortars from
the main of the enemy’s position play
anremittingly upon them both day and
night; but they were likewise exposed

feirve

large ghip had dropped down the river

'‘have been obliged, either to pass ou
hattertes in order (o rel up to the town,
twhich against the slream ot the Mississip-
tpiy, would have been no easy task, or
she must have dropped down the river,
in which case no fulure annoyance
could have been anticipated from her,
The schooner was blown up—the ship
escaped; and though it does not appear
that any actual mischiefwas done by her,
vet her subsequent position, flanking the
cunemy's lines, added materially to their
apparent strength, i“lunu!.uing our
troops, and giving courage to the adver-
=iy,

On the 27th the whele army advanced
towards the town; but after a slight skir-
mish again retired.

“We remained inactive during
20thy 20th, and SO0th; but not so the
enemy.  Day and night we could ob-
serve numerous parties employed in
strengthening his lines; while from the
increased number of tents, which almost
}, it was

‘3

]

the

'(‘mnlinu;l“) pulll‘ing into his camp. :\'nr
tdid he leave us totally unmolested, By
giving to his guns :

bivouac; and thus were we constantly
under a cannonade which, though it did
little execution, proved nevertheless ex-
tremely annoying.  Besides this, he now
began to erect batteries on the opposite
hank of the river; from which a flanking

£ =R | B aaswh : n iy - P21 %7 M - : - R s B " WA maswnat RS s 9
ly, are of opinion, that exch and ever . bring into competition with an adversary fire could be thrown across the entirc

‘front of his position.  In short, he adopt-
‘ed every precaution which prudeuce
could suggest, and for the reception of

- I s ; |

A few rockets|which, the natare of his post was so ad-|

_ | ’ i

twrn_- discharged, which made a beauti-

» - Y ’ AN A 'n“‘“a-“- } 2y R

two-thirds of the Court agreeing there- ful appearance in the air; but the rocket
= lis an uncertain weapon, and thesa devi-!

ated too far from their object to pl‘udllL‘C!

i

mirably adopted.
wUnder these circumstances it was evi-
dent that the longer an attack was delay-

ed, the less likely was it to succceed;
l )

i

)

4
ing batteries against them, and silencing,
il possible, at least some of their guns,
To this plan, therefore, did our leader
resort; and, in consequence, the whole
of these three days were employed in
landing heavy cannony bringing up am-
munition, and making such preparation
as might have sufficed for a siege,”

glare, not an object could be distinguish-

L Batteries of their owa sugar hogs-

themselves

'to a deadly fire from the opposiie bavk
the open country. By the culpable neg-tand anchored in front of the position, of the river, where not less than eighteen
ligence of un officer a prisoner was &ul-*.:lmul a mile above the schooner; l:;uifpivct-s of artillery were new mouinted,
lered to escape, and by the imprudend ¢jthe batteries been in the first instance, and swept the entire line of our encamp-
of the generaly the troops were permit-ferected against her, her cousort would!ment,

Besides all this, to unudertuke
the daty of a piquet, was as dangercus
as to go into action.  Parties of Ameri-
can sharp-shooters harassed and disturb-
ed those appointed 18 that service, from
the time they took possession of their
post till they were relivved; while 1o
light fires at night was imposstble, be-
cause they served but as certalo marks
for the evemy’s gunners, 1 repeat,
therefore, that a little murmuring could
not be wondered at. Be it obse rud,
however, that these were not the mur-
murs of men arxious to escape from a
disagreeable sitaution by any mears, On
the contrary, they rcsembled rather the
growling of a chamed dog, when he sees
his adversary, and cannot reach him;
for in all their complaints, no man ever
hinted at a retreat, while all were cager
to bring matters to the issue of a battle,
at any sacrifice of lives,

&Nor was our gallant leader less anx-
ous to fight than bis followers. To fight
upon something like equal terms, how-

1 - v‘ '_v . -
ever, was his wish; and for this purpose

It

profession,

| - - . ; y .
The words were | vation, he coutrived at last to reach our seud part across the rviver, who shouid
3¢

i
ds

the cnemy’s gunsy and tarn them on
; while the remainder should
at the same time muke a general assanlt
along the whole entrenchment.,  But be-
fore this plan could be put into execu-
tiony it would be necessary to cut a ca-
nal across the entive neck of land frem
the Bayo de Cataline to the river, of sui-
acient width and depth to admit of boats
being brought up from the lake,

. “The caoval, as T have stated, being
[finished on the ©th, it was resclved to
lose no time in making use of it. Boats
‘were accordingly ordered up for the
transportation of 1400 men; and col.

» against \\‘I:um'lth:;t something must be done imma-d;.m»{'l'hn."nton with the 8ith regiment, the
Uuder these cir- ly every one preceived, but how to pro- marines, and a party of sailors, were
But desertion| CRmstances, as nulhlng could be done!ceed was the cifficulty. I we attempt-|appointed to cross the river.  But a nums
s - " o » . o o' s - F - . = 1} - 'y 5 § vy . - - &
offensively, our sole object was to shel-led to storm the American lines, we ber of untoward accidents occurred, to
poli(‘y has dictated the mode of L.on,cc_!lur the men :)»‘tlnuch as pfln&lblc trom 1[Jin!5h-.'!lld expose ou!‘sel\ Cs t.o alr.r.mt Ct'l-'lsp.ull a plan of oi‘ncraliuns as uccuralcly
With this view, they wereltain destruction from their artillery 3 to laid down as any in the course of war.—
o
turn them seemed to be impossible; and The scil through which the canal was
to draw their troops by any manceuvrivg dug, being soft, parts of the bark gzave

getting forward.——=These again blocked

which were behind could proceed; and
thus iustead of a flotilla for the accome
modation of 1400 men, only a pumber
of boats sufficient to contain 330 men
was enabled to reach their destination.
Even these did uot ariive at the time
appointed. At't‘urdiliﬁl}‘ to the pre-con-
certed plan, col. Thornton’s detache
menl was to cross the river immediate-
ly after dark. They were to push for-
(wards; so as to carry all the Latteries,




