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MERRILL vs. GOVERNOR.

A few weeks since, it will be recollected, »
notice by Mr, Merrill “To the Public’ was in-
serted in the Palladium, in relation the differ
ances eXisting between the Governor and him
self, m which he proposed lusying before th:
public such evidences in support of charges
made against Mr. R.y in e previous publication,
as he should be able to procure. In fulfilment
of thhg promise Mr, Mertill h«s recently publish
ed, at Indisn polis, a pamphlet of 24 pages o
the controverted points ; ten of which sre tuke:
ap in pr Limuwary remusrks and a recapitulatior
nf rhe publications made by himself and the Go
wenor; (as ingcrted in the 29th No. of the Pal
facium ;) the remainieg pages contain comments
and certificetee, in substantiation of the charge
heretofore exh bited, and arranged in the sam
order.  [luving published 'hese charges, us wel
as Mr Ruy'saddress to Mr. Merrill, we deemat s
duty we owe to the parties and to the public t
give Mr M’s exposition a place in our columns
Yeaving the public to draw their own conclusiors
from 1he facts und arguments subm tted, und -
be submitted hereafter. On the partof Mr. Mer
rill, the csse may be tuken ss made out,
therefore only remains for the Governor to m-k
out his defence, and the matter is fairly befor
the public.

The pledge that was then given, will
now be altempted to be redeemed. The
proof submitted may not have the preci-|
gion that is required in a Couart of Jus
tice, but as the Governor knows what can
be proved there, and therefore dares not
give me the opportunity, he should not
complain for the want of more certainty,
when it is his fault alone that legal and
indisputable evidence is not obtained.

Of the statergents relative to his con-
duct in this place, there has not been
much difficulty in procuring proof;thongh
as 1o his inferences in the election, and
the frands he has been guniltv of, but a
small part of them will be mentioned.
Some of the parties concerned are un-
willing to have their pames appear inl
print.  With ceveral othiers since my
publication,he has made setticments, and
paid what he had before insaltingly refu-
sed.  What has taken place elsewhere,
35 more diflicalt to be proved. Many of
the witncsses [ am but little acquainted
with, and therefore cannot with proprie-
ty address them: others knew only a part
of hisimproper conduct, which convinces
their own minds, but they are unwilling
to make statemonts for the public unless
they can he supported 5y other miscon
duct and further testimony, Buat when
it is found that almost every kind of dis-
gracedul action is in character with the
maiy, much thatis now kept back will no
doabt contribute its share fo award him
justice.

Amongst other acts that have been
brought to my knowledgze by this discus-
sion, the following 1s sclected, as showing
the regard he pays to his oath of office,
d to the laws and interests of the state:
By the “act to provide for carrying in-|
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first organized. The consequence of the|
delay in both cases, has been the loss to]
the state of the revenue of both counties
for the year 1826; for if they had been
organized before May,the revenue would
have been assessed and collected as it al-
ways has been heretofore from new coun-
ties,

The certificales of the Auditor and
Postmat ter respecting his having drawn
money improperly from the Treasury,
explain the statement on that subject,
and are here inserted:

I certify that the State of Indiana is
credited with fifty dollars, refunded to
the I'reasury, on the 2rd Jan. last, by
James B. Ray, for that amount over-paid
him for house rent: that in making out
his account for salary due the 12th of
["ebruary last, the sum of thirty-six dol-
lars thirty-seven cenis was deducted from
ity for a former over-payment of his ex-|
ecuiive account: and that the legislative
account of James B. Ray for the year
1025, certified by him as president of the
senate, contains a charge for 22 1-2 miles
more than the charges of other Repre-
sentatives living at the same place; and
that the one half of the travel charged!

|

nerformed must have been done while
receiving pay asacting Governor. I fur-
ther certify that T was present at the
Treasurer’s office, when the Governor
came to examine his accounts, on the
3d of January last: that the Governor,
at first, used very violent languace to the
T'reasurer, and denied bhaving received
any more money than was due him; but,
after examining the receipte, he admit-
ted the two over-payments first above
mentioned, and at that time settled 50,
sut said that the other was the fault of

!each other, it would have appeared|it appears, that the electioneering quar-|county, and wished to know if this
strange if the last created had been the

ters are about three times as large as
that one which precedes and thal one
which follows them.

Finding the materials collected to be
more voluminous than was expected, it

is thought best to 1nsert the statements!

furnished me with but few remarks,

I certify that in the year 1826, when
Gov. Ray and myself were endeavour-
ing tomake a contract for the carpenter’s
work on a house he was preparing to

admitted was very low, he would make
it up to me, in a house, that should be
afterwards built for the Governor in [i-
dianapolis, by the state.
the next legislature would order another
sale of lots and direct the building of a
Governor’s house, and he should be the
person authorized to contract on the part
of the state, and as the money to pay fo
it would not be his own, he would not
be limited with ity and I shoald have the

-
-

terms.  T'hese remarks were repeated
to me at diflerent times, by the Governor,
just before the contract was made.  The
bargaining for the work was done by me

P 1 chargediwith him, though Henry Lanius was a
to the State for that year by him, if ever|

partser with me in the job.

I further certify that in makine the
coutract and afterwards, no apportunity
wus omitted by the Gavernar to defraud
me. The written article, which [ trust-
e¢d bim to draw, did not correspond w
the plan of the house and therefore could
not be complied wiin;
1

45

ith
and it did not
d, tn what manner a
considerable part of the work was to be
done. 1t was undersiood between aos
that where the quality of the work was
not otherwise spes ii}t'd, it should be i
the work in J. M. Ray's house,

state as was intend

'
it

the former legislature, in paying him for
his services from August to December,
and not his business to rectify.  He com-
plained because he had not been told of
these mistakes earliery, to
Treacarer replied, that he had mention-
ed the subject to the Auditor, consider-
ing him the proper person to correct mis-
takes of this nature. All eof the over-
payments, as well as something
sume kind on the subicct of postisce, had
been mentioned to e in the {ul), and
had conclaoded to endeaver to settle them
with the Governor, the next tine he
should call for a warrant, but this was
not done till the 5d of January last, the
time mentioned. at which time 1 told him,

and the same thing was advised by the

him, it would be bLest for him to make
out his account, take out all that had
been improperly paid, and draw for the
balauce. but this he refused,
he would settle the over payment for
house rent, whicrh he did, but the other
was the mistake of the Legislature, and
the mileage and postage were too incon-

e sai

to effect the Iaws m new counties,” page
257 of the Revised Caode, it is made the
“duty of the Governor, whenever a law|
creating any new county shall take cffect,
to issue a writ of election directed to
some person whom he shall appoint as
sherifl, requiring him to caunse an eloc-

siderable for the Legislature to notice
'hie 836 57 cents was afterwards cet-
tled as above stated.
WM. H. LILLY,
Aud. Pub. Jee
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Indianapolis, July 327,
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tion to be held” for proper fiicera. The
law creating Tippecanoe County, as ap

pears by the laws of 1825-8, p. 14, took
elffect the 1st March, 1826; yet, lhmlgh
npplic:l!inns appear to have been made
in proper time, the sheriff was not ap-,
pointed, nor the writ of election issued
till the 22d of May, az appears by the re-
cords in the Secretary’s Otfice. The
first recommendation of sheril, is dated
20th Jan. 1826, addressed to the Govern-
or and signed by Henry Restine & lsaac
. Klston. A second recommendation

was mailed at Crawfordsville, April 13, Governor the concerns of the pest office wera|
1826, which is signed by 31 citizens of managed by me, and that all the letter nndt
Tippecance, who, on account of “laying newspaper postage during that time, was paid! 1.1¢)y Jav
under many disadvantuages, for the want on the Governor's order, out of the State Lress. | '

. . 1
of a regular form of government, pray
for the appointment of a sheriff and an

order of election as soon as may be,”[the constitution declares, that the Preosi-!

‘The appointment of the sheriff’ was for-
warded by a gentleman from this placcl
the 23d of May, bat the writ of election,
though then
bow long it does not appear, but so long!
that it became necessary to postpone the|
time of holding the election from the 3d
Monday of June, to the 24th of that
month. T'his unprecedented delay is un-
derstood to have been for the purpose of
favoring the views of a near relative of
the Governor, who was a candidate for
the clerkship, and who needed the delay
to make himselfeligible. The law cre-
ating Fountain county took effect the 1st
April, but the sheriff was not appointed
until the 2d May, nor the writ of elec-
tion issued until the 12th. The delay
in the last case was probably occasioned
by (he first, for as the counties joined

Ruy, for all the letter and newspaper postage
at the post coffice in Indianapniis. whilst I was
at home and attended on the office, for the four'
first quarters of his administration, were regu-

I'reasury. by drafts on the contingent fund.
Siace the first year small deductions have been
made by him for private postagzs and settled out
of his own funds
S\ - UEL HENDNERSON, P. M.
Indianapolis July 23 1827.
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Treasurer, that, as there was salary dlll_-'

1!

I!Em‘(‘l'lmr alterwards at different times
directed the work to be done in a better
istivle than had

; :
15, i been agreed and promis-
led to

pay accordingly, and though the

which the work in many parts of the house was|loa justice of the peace, as i

done in a much betrer manner than it
was to hl.x.r: huln, he altogether denied
what he bad said on that subject, and re-
fused to pay any thing for the extra work

iwhich muszt have considerabl

| y exceeded
|'

ifty dollars in value. The precise a-
| monut | could not ascertain, as he would
not let me measure 1t. At one time he
got from us, by mistake, a receipt for
five dollars more than he had paid, which
(we never could get him to rectify. At
1;11:0‘.31:}!‘ time we gave him a rcc(ipl for
fifty dollavs, which (o get in ecash
agreed to take in satisfaction of a much
;l:::;rvr amount that cught to have been
| pat l us, !I{ll when

lllt: kept back

he had got the receipt
ten dollars, saving that he
would pay it shortly, but this he refused
except in store goods out of his stare.
On these aceounts and much other il
usage too tedious to mention, I conclud-
ed to leave the work. Lanius and myv-
l.-:rll'bell'=:‘:'.-. this tim= had divided the work
at the request of the Governor and my
share was all done t'.’il‘t.‘[:t Ihti {llli?hi“i‘:;l
chimney pizce and thirty one days w ork
afterwards done by Mr. Evans, i
}

S

- .
b‘!

¢ oi lots in this town in Mav last, I was

had builta house on. The ot was valued
on the part of the
(rovernor in ord

siate at S30,

er o furn me out of the

5 thouse | had built and ruis me, run the lot|reciion.
larly ordered by him to be pard ent of the State; e g ok | gl

anderstaod to get my property into his
hands to force me to a settles

T

il

ment by threatening to run up the pro-

I certify that during the absence of Me. Hen- ! PC rty against any one who should buy it

derson. in the first year of Mr. Ruy's acting as

ury. JAMES BLAKE.

The 13th section of the 4th article of

dent of the Senate when acting as Goy-
ernor, shall receive the
tion which the Goy

L
.

ame l._‘{!lnlh'ii*‘.'l-
wr wouald have re-

L

made out, was held back. ceived aud norore. Yet Mr. Ray thouelit|candidate to repre

proper to certify and draw his mileage
as Senator for service never performed,
and while he was receiving pay as oy
ernor. Inaddition to the other ovep
ments mentioned by the Auditor,
ferring to the laws of l:st session, p

L

appropriated to him for house
sual, only S1G1 10 was appropr
the Governor notwithstang
been refunded had still antieipz
amount of the differe twenn those
sums. The amount of Private postage
ordered by the Governor to be paid out
of the T'reasury must be known only to

y 4

Qi 11C,.

OANl LEVERTON.
bscrihed before me this
ily, 1827,

HENRY BRADLEY.
Justice of the Peace, [L. s.]
[ certify that last spring, after Mr. Mornis
was a candidate for the leaislature, before Mr.,
(Rooker came out, that Gov Ray we«t me on
(the pavewent nearly epposite to the Washing-
ton Hall, and rrguested I shonld become a

SWworn il =4

'| ‘
‘-_Jf- .,l
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build in this town, that he proposed to!
me, if | would accept his offer, which he|

He said th;tll

carpenter’s work for that house on good!
lelection day, carried tickets, aud com-
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was
the case. I told him that it was. He
then said that I had been friendly to him,
but that il I supported Morris, he could
not consider me his fricud any longer—
that | mugt choose between them,y and
give up one or the m!u-r.‘
J. CRUMBAUGH.

a0y
e »

July 4,

The foregoirg interferencesin the e-
lection are but a small portion of what
might be mentioned, and are a specimen
of what was addr to many persons,
among whom are Judge Harding, A. W,
Reed, and W, D. Rooker, Esq., the lat-
ter of whomn was a candidate for the le-
gislature, and publicly declared in a
speech, on the election day, in the pre-
sence of the Governor, that he had been
offered a bribe of honor by the Governor
to decline being a candidate. lulorma-
tion has also been given me op undoubted
authority, of interferences by the Gover-
nor in three ether election districts in the
state.

T"he Governor also turned out here on

!'!‘.\l'd

menced at least two public and violent
altercations in relation to the election
lwith two of our most l'['*-lh'm'l:l!lit: Citizens,
to one of whom he stated that he doubt-
ed his republicanismm on accouut of his
voting tor Morris, aud the other was on
the :;imu account an chemy to s couu-
irye.

I certify that Governor Ray was in-
debted to me in the summer of 1826, in a
smaltl suwm tor i'}lm.k which I had turuish-
_t'd h\‘ his directions for his house 1n {u-
'ditm:q'mii?. When [ spoke to him for
i!lw pay, he positively denied his agree-
tment aboat the plank, and reiused to pay
‘me, so that atter notifying him of what
|l shonld dﬂ,l sued Lim tor the debt. Al

|

Thelter the sammons was served, lnstead ol

Le iried 1a the usu-
and threateved to
|

lEas

jallowing the case to
lal w ay, hie came to mie
ih:';,' up notes on me and ruin me, o

He also went

.| \\'(illlt: lii:-l]I:tS lf.t‘-"- &
]

led, to inquire wheit
|on me, in order to have the

pleasure of
|suing me. When the case ‘

10 came on for
\trial, he attempted bullying ag bul
replied to bis language in terms which |
:I:,ullg::t it deserved, so that finding his
‘\‘iu!{‘l.‘i.‘t‘ ;a;':l.! threats diSI‘\"-r;;HJt‘LL he
Ipaid me the debt and costs, and the lat-
;1-.;-1' I paid over to the justice,

: SETH BACON.
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‘ In the spring oi 1926, William Eay
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thrick in the wall of a house in the town
‘of Indianapolis, for Governor Ray, by
'measure, lor which be cgreed to pay us
600 dollars, in the following mavner, to
wit: 250 dollars in money and 50 dollars
lin goods, which was 150 dollars
and 80 acres of land which was repre-
A

lie in the Walaut Level, in Wayne coun-
tv. Indiana. for the other three handred
dollars., The money and goods all to be
:p;xiJ and the land conves

the t‘a-!l‘:klt'! Lon Ul. the

:"!"o

lat the kiln.

o the wall, findiog lime and being at the

| was to be done under the Guvernor's

Y-
S ve
L

Htrouble for which Le

i
lit down and put it up again without any

'mine; and for this he posilively
to pay any thing.

to

wonld have stood firm.

Jdime and hirving hands to aid me 1 pur-
ting up the wall, and purchased more
ime with the expectation to get the fip-

lishing of his job which he had promised

am inform-|
> e could buy claims

l'tl{ll‘-

sented by the Governor to Mr. Bay, to

ed on or betore
M. Bay was!

1¢ shanl g By IERG - T ‘[ - vl S s ) )

Af the to make the brick and deliver them burat Phe Governor at the time the contract
\1\ 1I;|\_{t‘ Fie i :\_' l:."al Of G
| (:orhfy that the aecoun's against James B :IJ{n!c.‘r the ];ﬂ(‘tf_j:-.il“ L‘-ffil‘.\.‘ih;'_.: ot which f'-i,-;"n‘;; l_-”-”.q I was to hau! and |'Ill li.'\f'!l.

l was at great expense in purchasing’

Ihave been informed by a respectable
gentleman from Wayne county, a rep-
resentative, that it was not worth more
than Congress price, ! lost full 200 dol-
lars on the contract. My propeny was
sacrificed under exccutivi, and | was re-
duced from the treamment 1 recerved
from the Guvernor to a state of ruin.
Bat ! thank God 1 am begluning to re-
vive again by industry, and yet hope to
recover my loss.

When | commenced the business ! Lad
the most implicit contidence in the Gao-
vernor—1 had supported his clection,
and from the high station he occupied, i
could not have been induced to believe
he would have treated a poor mau with
a large family of childreu as he did me;
in this | was deceived. 1 was advised
not to go to law with him as he had the
advantage of me in the contract, and
that 1 did not stand on equal grounds
with him in a legal contest. I have no
enmity against the Governor. Batllive
in a free country and fee! my-eli a free
man. And though; wealth and power
and high official station may deceive and
oppress 'me when they have the advan-
tage of me in a contract, they never shall
deter me from asserting the rights and
privileges of a freeman.

THOMAS HOAGLAND.

July 17, 1827
State of Indiana, Marton county.

PERSONALLY appeared before me
the undersigned, a justice of the peace
for Marion county, Thomas Hoagland,
who has subscribed the foregoing state-
ment, and upon oath states that so far
as he recollects the contract and transe
actions, and so far as they ure set out in
that statement, they are siricily true,
Given under myv hand and seal this 17th
jav of Julv, 1827,
| HENRY BRADLEY, J. P. [r.s]

i In the spring of 1826, Govervor Ray
land mysell at several umes were trying
ito trade. He wished to employ me to
E!mild him a brick house, in the town i

-

-
i
5
i

&
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|[ndianapolis, and as part of the price in
|payment offered to give me €0 acres ol
land which he said had cost 84 an acre
\at the sale, and that the land lay 4 or 5
lmiles north west of Centreviiley in the
|Walnut Level. The Governor after-
lwards traded with William Bay and
| Thomas Hoagland, and told me T had
{lost a bargain, that he had sold the same
[land to them he was trying to sell me.
Given ander my band this 20th day of
July, 1827, B. SALOR.

In addition to what has been stated by

» welaud myselt undertock to put 110,00 Toagland and Major Sailor, respect-

ling the gross fraud practised by the Goy-
|ernor on Messrs, Bay and Hoagland, the
{following in addition may be relied on.
| I'he Governor in making the agreement
laud in talking about ity always took Mr.
lﬂ..}' aside so that no witness might hear
his i'c[‘-i'v:’:u:il%lt‘lulﬁ. He ropvau-dl_\- des-
(cribed the land as lyirg in the Walnut
'Level, in Wayne county.  He said that
it had been l'»i‘-li_t:“.l ll)' the late Mr. Boo-
‘ker at the first sale, and that four dollars
an acre had been paid the U. S. for it
and that it was well worth 200 dollars.

|was made was the owner of land of the
above l..":.':"-l'lill!iﬂl-, and as vialuable
atated

Ak

l‘:
Mr. Bay subsequently went to

X | . _ J
But thejentire expense of fayiog themap, which ywicne county and learned  from the

first authority, that the land conveyed

o ] i 'S I H q 2 3 - -~
_ rau v He ‘h‘“‘.-?‘d is plan alter l.tu him and Hoagland by the Governor,
up against me to 5200, intending I have{commenced the work,and gave me muchidigd not he in the Walnut Level, butin a

uo extra pay.
at.  He Toe wall was very long aud a greatigwned by Mr. Booker, nor scld for four
also, previous to the saley as Lam inforin-{space between partitions, and but one gollars an acre, and that no ove could be
ed, prevented my selling my improve- brick thick; and he not furnishing joists| found who weuld sive
atid the necessary timbers in time, thel rice for it.
wall sprung, and I was compelled to take|from another source, 1 have reason to be-

ywet beach flat: that it had vever been

g balf Congresa
From information obtuined

lieve

that it is land subsequently pre-

compeasation, though the fault Wa4s DOl cured, that had been given by a Mr.
Yy relused i
\ If the timbers had
been furnished in proper time, the walll pe

Jovze as a fee on his trial for borse-steal-
. Wheun Mr. Bay
came acquainted with these facts he
]t}i:t :1!!8!]1:{{‘d to settle p(‘Eiceahly with
‘the Governor, but received nothing but
labuse, and several attempts were made
by Limself and friends te induce the Goy-
jernor to give him some compensationy
‘hut without successs  Heand Mr. Hoag-

A
ing, in Fayette county,

‘

seat Marion county stating MC in the out-set; a great portion of the land then applied to two attorneys to

st the same time Mr. Morris must be put dow: hlimc I lost. T'lie first filty doliars of the commence suit for the fraud, and were
a8 there was & combination formung wsgainet pay that come to my share he paid advised that anaction could be maintain-
bias (tvov. Ray), and be believed that Mr :lt'h:crl‘ully; but in all subsequent lmns-'c-d, and a declaratien was drawn for the

wa| Morris was in the eombination.

The Govern-

oppose us; | stated 1t was.  But I did believe
Mr. Morns was not a political or personal
eoemy of the Governor. But he replied ne
was, and must be beaten at the August election.

S. G. MIICHELL.
Indianapolis, July $, 1827,

I certify that Governor Ray, to whose
election I had been very friendly, came
to me a short time since and observed,
that he had understood that | was favor-

. !:1(':i0ns I had much ditlicaliy.
- or stated it was natural to oppose those that!fused to accept orders drawn to be paidithis county. The Governor hein

IHe re-

as the instalments became due, except
in one instance, and refused to give his
note when the instalments became due,
and at all times. And when 1 came 1o
ascertain the quality of the land he had
conveyed, it could not be sold for govern-
ment price, and does not lie nearer than
5 or 6 miles of the Waluut Level.
When I got into difficulties | offered to
take 100 dollars for 130, my share of

bimself; but by the quarteriy allowances

iable to the election of Mr, Morris in this

purpose of filing in wwe Circuit Court of
g in-
:-I'r-rnru d Ur what was {_{t"ll'g on, !’('; ame as
humble as he had previously been inso.
lentyand for the sake of peace, friendship;
&y concluded to settle with Mr, l)‘afy
as the most dangerous of the two who
were about suing him. The suit was
therefore not commenced, and Mr. Bay
by getling double price for brick, and by
having money thrown in his way, has re

ceived what he considered not to be @

Ithe land; this he refused to give, and |

satisfaction but better than a law-suits




