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MR.CLAY’'SSPEECH,

AT Tie Dixxer ar Nosue's INnN, NEAR

LexincTon—JuLy 12, 1827,

Our distinguished guest Henry Clay—
The furnace of persecuiion may be heat-
ed seven times hotter and seventy times
inore, he wiil ecome oeut unscathed by
the fire of malignity, brighter to all and
dearer to his (riends; while his enemies
shail sink with the dross of their own
vile materials,

Mr. Czav, after the above toast had
peen read, addressed the company as
follows:

Mr. President, Friends
and tellow-Citizens—

[ beg permission to oifer my hearty
thauks, and to make my respectful ac-
iinowledgments for the aff:ctionate re-
ceplion, which has been given me dur-
ing my present visit to my old congres-
sionnal districty and for this hospitable
and honorable testimony of your esteem
and conlidence. And I thank you espe-
cially for the friendlv sentiments and
eclings expressed in the toast which you
have just done me the honor to drink.
I always had the happiness of knowing
that I enjoyed in a high degree, the at-
tachmeut of that portion of my fellow-
citizens whom I formerly represented;
but I shiould never have been sensible
of the strength and ardor of their affec-
tion, except for the extraordinary chas-
acter of the times, For near two years
and a half [ hiave been assailed with a
rancor and bitterness which have few
examples. | have found myself the par-
ticular ebject of concerted and concen-
trated abuse ; and others, thrusting them-
sclves between you and me, have dared
to arraign me for lro:lr_:h(-ry to your in-
terests,  DBut my former constituents,
unaficeted by the calumanies which have
been so perseveringly circolated to my
prejudice, bave stond by me with a zen-
erous constancy and a noble magnanimi-
ty. ‘Tie measure of their regard and
confidence has risen with, and even sur-
pacsed that of the malevolence, great as
it 13, of my personal and political foes.
I thank yon, gentlemen, who are a large
portion of my late constituents. I thaunk
vou, and every one of them, with all my
heart, for the manly support which |
have mniformly received. It bas cheer-
ed aud consaled me amidst all iny severe
trials; and may I oot add that it is hon-
arable to the generous hearts and en-
lichtened heads who have resolved to
profect the character of an old friend
anid a faithfal servant?

T'he numerous manifestaticns of your
contdence and attachment will be among
the latest and most treasured recollec-
tions of my life. They impose on me
obligations which can never be weaken-
ed or cancelled.  One of these obliga-
tions is, that I should embrace every
fair opportunily to vindicate that char-|
acter which you have so grnerously sus-
tained, and to evince to you and to the
world, that you have not yiel
impulse of a blind and enthusiastic sen-

timent., [ feel that 1 am, on all it ocea-

sions, especially bound to vindicate my-
seli to mh l"u'fn"'r' coustituents. It wWils
as their represeniative; it was in the
fullilment of a high trust which they con-
tided to me, that [ have been accused of
violating the most sacred of dutics, of
treating their wishes with contempt, and
their intercsts with treachery.  Nor is
this obligation, in my conception of its
import, at ail weakened by the dessolu-
tion of the relations which heretofore
existed between us. [ wenld instantly re-
sian the place I hald in the councils of

the nationy and divectly appeal to the !

sullrages of my late constituents, as a
candidate for re-election, if I did not
know, that my fes are of that class

whom one rising from the dead cannot|

convince, whom uoihing can stlence, and
wio wage a war of extermination. On
the issue of such an appeal, they would
redouble their abuse of me and of you;
for their hatred is eomman to us both.
They have compelled me so often to
be the theme of v addreszes to the
peoples that I should have willingly ab-
stained on this fesiive occasion, from any
allusion to this subjoct, but fer a new
and imposing form which the calumny
against me has recently assumed. 1 am
again put on my defence, not of any new
charge por by any new adversary, but of
the oid charges, clad in a new dress, and
exhibited by an open and undisguised
enemy.  The fietitious names have been
siricken from the foot of the indictinent

ba b

and that of a known and substantial pro-
secutor has been voluntarily offered.
Undaunted by the formidable name of
that prosecutor, | will avail myself, with
your indulgence,of this fit opportuuit)
of free and unreserved intercourse with
you, as a large number of my late con-
stituents, to make some observations on
the past and present state of the ques-
tion. When evidence shall be produc-|
ed, as [ have now a clear right to demand
in support of the accusation, it will be
the proper time for me to take such no-
tice of it as its nature may require.

In February, 18205, it was my duty, as
the Representative of this District, to
vote for some one of the three candi-
dates for the Presidency, who were
returned to the House of Representa-
tives. It has been established, and can
be turther proved that, before | left thic
State the precedinz full, I communica-
ted to several gentlemen of the highest
respectability, my fixed determination!

i

!

friends of Mr. Crawford asserted to the]
last, that the coundition of his bealth was|
such as to enable him to administer thel
duties of the office. ¥ thought other-|
wise, after I reached Washiugton City,
and visited bim to satisty mysclf, .1..d|
that, that physical impediment, 1if there
were no other objections, ought to pre-
veut his election. Although the delega-
tion from four of the Statessoted for him.
and his pretensions were zealously press-
ed to the very last moment, it has been
of late asserted, and 1 believe by some of
the very persons wie then warmly es-
poused his cause, that his incompetency
was so palpable as clearly to limit the
chotce to two of the three returued can-
didates, I my view of my du’\u there
was po alternative but that which I em-
braced. That I had some objections to
Mr Adams; 1 am ready freely to admit,
but these did not weigh a feather in com-
parison with the great and insurmounta-
ble objections, long and deliberately en-
tertained against his competitor. 1 take
this occasion, with great satisfaction, to
state, that my objections to Mr. Adams

have not been realized. 1 have found him!
- - |
at the head of the Government able, en-|

case 1 was elected President, Mr. Ad-
ams shouid not be continued Sceretary

During twa years and a half, which
have now intervened, a portion of the
press, devoted to General Jacksor, has
been teeming with the vilest calumuies

against me, and the charge, under every
cameleon form, has been a thousaund
times repeated. Up to this time, [ Lave
in vain invited investigation, and de-
manded evidence. None not a particle
has been adduced. |

The extraordinary ground has been
taken, that the accusers were not bound!
to establish by proof the guilt of their de-
signated victim. o a civilized, chris-|

tan and free commuunity, the MONELrous|consequences,

principle has been assumed, tLat acen
gation and conviction are svnonymous;
and that the persons who deliberately
bring forward an atrocious charge are
exempted from all obllgations w sub-
stantiate it! And the pretext is, thai

|

the crime beicg of a political nature, is

; | . . .
not to vote for Gen. Jackson. The w‘hruud:duul:u-kncss:u;d:n(‘:lpill:!enl be-!

ing substantinted. Butis there any real
diflerence, in this respect,between pollti-
cal and other offernces? Do not all perpe-
trators of erime endeavor to conceal
their guilt and to elude detection? It
the accuser of a political offcrice 1s ab-
solved from the duty of supporting his
accusation, every other accuser of of-|
ience stands lq'l;i“} ahsolved. Such a|
principle, practically carried into socic 1y
\'H:llld subvert l“ hil'lllDH}', pcace a d
trarquility. Noune—no nor Ssex.
nor profession; nor cathing would e saf
against 1ts baneful and overwhelmi. g in-
luence. 1t would amouit to an wuiver-
sal license to universal calumny!

No one has ever contends d, that the

ape,

can, at the same time, make out Lis own
purity of conduct,and impress the Amer-
ican people with the belier that his puii-
ty and integrity aloue prevented his sac
cess before the House of Representa-
tives, bis claims will become absolutely
irresistible. Were there ever more
poweriul motives to propagale,—was
there ever greater interesty at all haz
ards, to prove the truth « (charges?

[ state this case | hope fairly; 1 mean
fo state it tairly and fearlessly. li the
.l'll'::i.[i.ji. be oine which ‘i; vsed General
Jackson (o urtavorable il
must be borne in mind that he bas voiare
tarily taken it and | :t abide 1‘h(
1 am actire on the de-
fensive, and it is he who assalls me, and
who has called furth, by the eternal laws
¢ f‘::t"“"pl".)h_'(tlt.'ll-. the rnght to us¢ ail be-
gitimate means of self delenve.

Gan. Jackson has shown, L
that he 15 not exempt from the wdluerce
of that bias towards one’s own inleresls,
w hich 1s untortunately the too comumnol
lot of buman unature. 118 A i resi
to muke out that Le 15 }
less innocence and of unsullied ntegri-
ty; and to establish, by chiar g
ar l'l} Ilt‘i‘i':-:-ill'-\ interei ey the want of
these qualities in his vivil,  According
ly we tind, through the letter a la-
hored attempt o holits own -
ma( pPoriiy i ccontrast wiih
the corprtoll atiributedg 1t
others. Wo would imagive from lits let-
ter that he very seldem touchios a news
The Tel cis mailed regu-

} gtoiy bt At ar
go very lrregularly.,
cublic to infer that
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He would luove

Clay and bis filends, they wonld put an
end to the Presidential contest in one
hour; an.d he was of opinion 1t was right
to fight such intriguers with theirown
weapons,” To which the Gcnem! states
himsclf to bave replied in substancey
sthat in politics as 1 ever) thing else my
guide is principle, and contrary to the
!_.\pil.:“td and unbiassed will of the peo-
pic or their consiiuied agenls, I never
would step into the Presidential chairg
and 1« lll:{ sled Lhiim to say o Mr. (h’l_\_’
and his iilends, (or 1 did suppese he had
come frem Mr. Clay, aithough he used
the terms op Sar. Cluy's jriends,) that be-
lure ) wousd 1each the bresidential chair
l:} such meaus ol biu'gmn and ¢ rrap-
tivry, 1 would see the earth cpen and
swallow boih Mr. Clay, avd his friends
aca mysell with them” New all these
Lprole -::;t'-m& are very e and Ul-l,'lu_} ad-
'mirabie | ariiy. bButits sublimuy would
be scmewhiat more implessive, il some
‘\Ll':-t'-l: olthicr thin Ger. Jackson had
{proclaimed it. He weuld go iuto the
H'residertial cha, bal nevery, no, ne-
i\tl! coutrary (o “‘the L"KI:FL‘S:'L'd and
tanbiased will of t-ht‘ pecople, or thf_:i'.“
fconsuluted agents: P ino mudes of arriv-
L g at 1t the more reasonable, as there
pappers to Le vo other cousttutional
wav. He wenla see *the earth cpen
!.n.li swallew both Mi. Clay and his
Mriends avd nysclly” betove he would
reach thie Picsidential chair by *:uch
Iu.t;um of burgain ang CUTTUPLIOE « ]
i Gene Jotksor did 1¢t e d that
the whole Luman race should be also
swallowed up, ou the contingency he
has stated, por that they were (v guar-
alilee that h(..‘ l}.’lb' in Zi‘JSi‘l'.liL' it }Ll}gi.i.. cC
o the ciuployment ol avy exceplion able
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proof should be exclusively that of eye-tpointment Lappened i of to be upon l.lr‘mt aus to secure his elevation 1o the Pre

withesses, testifying trom their
positively and directly to the fact.

positive evidence. DBut ¥ do cantend

ought to be exhibited.
how do the accusers bnowe that an offence
hias been perpetrated?
conviction is based. | will not even :s-
sert that in public

.
it

\
sehses|recomimendatic

s Po-{tion of it.
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litical, like all other offnces, may be es |coivieg the Telegr
tablished by circumstautial as well as|
that some evidence, be it what it m.-n.!
It there be :;u:..-!

I they do know {not
arose chiefly from apprehensions which ity let us have the facts on which theirlfacts in the oo
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, dated 1the
1y, }-lul-]is‘ht.‘d
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It hie had rendered the distin-
'guished menber of (_\'Ivgl'l"é a lhitile
‘mure distinguished, by instantly orderving
lim from his presence, and by forthwith
denouncing lom and the infamous prepo-
Isition which be borey to the Amecrican
’l.u: lic, we should be a hitile better pre-
parcd to admit the claims to untarnished
integrity, which ihe General :o modest-
iy puts torward. Buty according to his
own account, a corrupt and scandalcus
proposal is made to him, the person whoe
conveyed 1y advises bhim to acceptatyand

'sidency.
|

ded to l':t‘,*i

lightened, patient of investigation, and|uot a right, freely to express his opinions
ever ready to receive with respect, and|of public men, and to spe alaie npon
when approved by his judoment, to act{the motives of their conduct.
upon the councils of his ofitcial advizers i
[ add, with unmixt pleasure, that, fromibe given as opintors.  The pabh |
the commencement of the {'_im‘ur:nnr:ntt orrectly judge of their value thie j,f-a:—.« United States who |
with the exception of Mr. Jeflorson's Ad-'erounds. No one has a right to I-a_;.i'l'i:f I he-]w
ministration, no Chief Magistrate hLasjiorth the pesitive assertion, ihat a politi- tween Gei (in edi-| R presentatives, is doubly nfamous—in-
found the members of Lis Cabinet so um-:(':ll offence has been commitied, unless|tors who espouse Lis iuleresty in relation{tamous for the advice woich hie gave,and
ted on all public measures, and so cor-|he stands prepared to sustain, by satis-jto Mr. Beverly's letter, They verylintamous for Bis widll gress to connive af
dial and friendly in all their intercourse{factory proofof some kiud, itsactaal ex-learly took the gronad, v respect to iylat the corruptics of the bedy of winch
private and ofiicial, as those are of the!istence. Il%;-;t [ cught, nuder my nature tolhe was a swort memb:i1—is the credi-
present President, If he who exlibits a charge of a ;*..n!i-:n-:;:az out and deny the stateme Aud|ble witness by Jickson
Had 1 voted for Gen. Jaclksen, i r.:,-iti: al erime is, from its very nature, disa- Gen. Jackson vow save, in his letter oflsiands ready to establish the e rruplion
pesition to the well known bLlish it, how mmuch more dif-lthe 6ih Jane, that Le *alwavs intended!ot Wen whose characters were never
which I entertained of him, one tenthjiicult is the condition of the accused?should My, Clay *come outy over Lis ownquesiioned.
part of the ingenuity and zeal which How can he exhibit negaive proof of name, and deny having any ;{l.t,\lil‘l"éli'l Ot all the properties which belong to
have been employed to excite |“m-ja:a!i-|'!.iﬂs innocence, if na aflfirmative p:;.:uf oflut conmuntnicatis n by Lis honorable men, nol cne is sn highly priz-
ces against me would have Leld me up!his zuilt is or can be adduced? friends to my friends and to me, that 1jed as that of character. Gen. Juckson
to universa! contempt: and what would{ It must have been a couviction that{would give him the nane of the ;;ux:.'t-?g:w:'.ul be iusewsib luey for he
have been worse, | should have felt that/the justice of the public required a defi- man throvgh whom that ¢ muunication appears o be most auxious to set forth
[ reaily deserved it. inite charge, by a responsible o« cuser.lcame,”’ the loftiness and purily of hisown. How
Before the election, an attempt was|that has at last extorted from Gen. Jack-| The -1 has he treated mine? During the dis-
made by an abusive letter, published inson his letter of the Cth of June, lately|gress, who hore the alleg pensation ef tiic hospitalities of the Her-
the Columbian Observer, at Pailadel-| published, I approach that letter withicording to General Jo witage, n the midst ol a mixed compa-
phiaya paper which, as has since trans- great reluctance, not on my own account. ed himsell with diplomatic circumspec- 1y, comopse d (.-I_u.dx‘,u!u-;nl.; trom varivus
(pired, was sustained by Mr. Senator lﬂ-l-lfnr on that I do most heartily and sin-!tion lest he shonld wound th e very great] States, be permits himsell to make cer-
iton, the collengue, the friend and the cerely rejoice that it has made its ap-jsensibility th He uversitain statements respecling my friends
l:bing"-apiwr of General Jackson, to assail pearance. Bat it is a reluctance exc i{-‘lln;n the commumcation was nﬂcmtt-d;und me, which, iftrue, would forever dig-
my motives and to deter me inthe exer- ed by the feclings of respect which 1 with the most tricrdly motives, *that he'lionor @wnd  degrade us, The words
cice of my duaty. This letter being would anxiously have cultivated to- came as a friend,” and he hoped,'are hardly passed trom his mouth, be.
avowed by Mr. George Kremer, | in-|wards its author. He has, however however it might be there!fore they are commitfed to paper, by
stantly demanded from the Honse of by that letler, created such relations he- would be no alieration in the trics dly one of bis guests,and transmitted in the
Representatives an  inyestigation. A tween us that, in any language which [ feeln The Geueral form ot a letter to another State, where
icommittee was accordingly, on the 5th may employ. in examining its (Lt.'.:tt'ill-‘lL’!;ll'.l‘.-l!*l_\' condesce it receive e ihey are publisbed 1o a newspaper, and
;duy of February, 1525, appeinted in the I feel mysell bound by no other obliga- commuiicaiion, thence clvculated throvghout the Union,
|rare mode of balloting by the House, in-|tions thian those which belong te truth,, the high standing of the distinguished Aud now he pretends that these state
stead of by the selection of the Speak r. to public decorum, and to myself, imember, and of his havirg always beeu meuts were made, “without any calcu-
i [t was Culnl'"lm‘a(‘.d of some of the |L‘;u11u;_:i The first cousideration which must a e fessed friend, hLie s pr mised impu- lation that {l.t"\ were to be thrown inte
imembers of that body, uot one of wliom on the perusal of the letter, force itself nity, and assured thes hall be the public journals.” reprove
was my political friend, in the pre mJ-:u;mn every reflecting miad is, that which change of amiecable tics,  Adter all theseithe b n of the guest who had
ing Presidential canvass.  Although Mr.larises cut of the delicate posture in{pecessary preliminaries sre arranged be-iviolated the ol versation
Kremer, in addressing the house had de-{ which Gen. Jackson stands before theltween the bigh negoiia POWers, the at the hospitabie d? Far from it.
clared his willing to bring forward; American public. He is a candidate envoy proceeds: ile 15 lucredulc It cannot
his proofs, and his readiness to abide for the Presidency, avowed and proied by the fiiends of Mr. ‘would be
dcecorum
the con-
ment

Glh of
that it 1s \‘t__‘!'.\,'!}t'l that person still retains the frienaship
dof Gen. Juckseny, who isso tender ol his
is ;u;.iﬂ-i,..:;;cu r that bis pame is caretully con-
ninence injccaled ang reserved to be hereafier
read it.lbr ught forward as a witness! A man
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Clav, that the! believe thal Genera! Jackson
™ wanling in delicacy avd

guest appeals for
atien of the statl
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the issue of the inquiry, his fears,oroth- claimed. He has no competitor at pre- fricnds of Mr. Adams bad made overtur i
er counsels than his own, prevailed llilnlia'-SL.’ht, aud there is no probability of his{to them, suying i Mr. Clay d
him to take refuge in a miserable sub-having any, but one. The charges friends would unite in aid ef the ¢lec fra
terfuge. Of all possible periods that|which be has allowed himself to be the!of Mr. Adams, By, Clay should be Sce-land add:

was the most fitting to substantiale ll:f:iu:‘g:m of communicating to the vEry l‘l:[l-ll‘l.'l::l'} of State ; that the (riends l-l'.\d\.:m;!.-!ls-:‘ to Rim, in which “he most une
charge if it was true. Every circum-|lic, who is to decide the question of the wer urging as a reasen to induce the quiveeally copfirms Mr. C. Bever-
slance was thnn fl'(‘f-]!; “}(_? \\illll‘ﬁSCS ull]l’r~-.~'idnm*y. lllt'illﬂh dil'(‘C”}' nin‘-.."d at ['IIL'_I‘I'IE! l'llS of :\!ll‘. (,l.’lv o acce de to Il.t'li | I\\ EI“ 1 h;:‘.‘ r ;::aid ru:_\:;n';ii::g the overture
living and present; the election not yet|necessarily implicate bis ouly competi- proposition, that if I was elected Presi-imade to him pending the last Presiden-
compiete: and therefore the imputed{tor. Mr. Adams and mysell are both{dent, Mr. Adams would be continuedjtial elcction before Congress; and he
corrupt bargain not fullilied. All these|guilty or we are both inuocent of the|Secretary of State (innendo there would!asceric @ grect deal more than he e >
powerful considerations liad no weight{imputed arrangement between us, His'he no room for Kentucky.”) [Ts this}me. I should be glad to koow ifall the
with the conspirators and their accessa-|innocence is absolutely irreconcilable|Gen. Jackson’s inuendo, or that of lh:‘l\'vniuz;:‘ of the tale have now made theirs
ries, and they meanly shrunk from evenjwith my guilt.  If Gen. Juckson, there-jdistinguished member of Congress.]lappearance, and whether Gen. Jackson
lan attempt to prove their charce, for the[fore, can establish my guilty, and, by[*That the friends of Mr. Clay stated the|will allege that he did not *calculate,”
ibest of all possible reasons—because, be-|inference or by insinuation, that of his| West does not want to separate {rom the|upon the/pulﬂicn!iun of his letter of the
ing false and fabricated, they could ad-|sole rival, he will have removed a|Westy, and if I would say or permit any|6th of Juue.

|duceno proef which wae not false and great obstacle to the consummation ofjof my confidential fiiends tosay that, inj  The General states that the unknown
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