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INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE.
The venerable Jefferson still lives, and re-
tains his powers of mind and body to a re-
markahle degree. He yet writes, and his
writings are yet marked with the same per-
spicuity of style and elevation of sentiment,
that characterized his meridian of life. He
is'at this moment one of the most interest-
ing objects our country affords. He does
not belong  to the present generation, but
to one that has long since faded from the
earth; and yet he stands amongst us a living
monument of his own greatness and his coun-
try’s fame. We cast our eyes upon him,
and we behold at once the young and ardent
patriot, uniting in council with our fathers
to establish the liberties of our country; the
bold politician writing a declaration of in-
dependence, which must either give free-
dom and prosperity to the nation, or, bring
destruction upon himself; the wise states-
man in the meridian of life presiding over a
growing and a happy nation, and the ven-
erable sage with silvery locks, far from the
scenes of public life, keeping “the noiscless
tenor of his way,” and closing the last days
of a long and eventful life in building up
and fostering an extensive literary institu-
tion for the instruction of the generations
who are to succeed us, in order that they
ay be qualified to preserve those institu-
tions and political blessings, which, but for
,him, perhaps we might never have enjoyed.
It is not strange that every word thufdmps.
from such a man should excite a deep inter-
esty and that every letter drawn from him,
on whatever subject, should be read with
avidity. An interesting item for history is
disclosed in the following correspondence,
as it shows who were the original project-
ors of those splendid political edifices of

modern days, called Constitutions.
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FIRST MODERN WRITTEN CONSTI-
TUTION.
Letter from A. B. Woodward to President
Jefferson.
WasnineTon, March 25, 1825.

Sir—I have the honor to enclose a fac-
simile copy of a letter received from Presi-
dent Madison.

He corrects an error into which he con-
ceives I have fallen, in ascribing to you the
first modern written constitution.

President Mouroe, who carefully compa-
red the constitution of Virginia with other
documents known to have proceeded from
your pen, was originally of opinion that my
statement was substantially correct; being
under an impression that though the draught
was first offered by Mr. Mason at Williams-
burgh, yet it was derived from a manuscript
furnished by you, from Philadclphia.  Since
the perusal of the letter of President Madi-
son, President Monroe waves somewhat from
his first sentiments,

Written constitutions are great moral le-
vers. Those of America undoubtedly pro-
duced the revolution of France. They are
emancipating the southern continent of the
western hemisphere. They are even per-
vading the domains of ancient liberty. They |
will eventually, change the whole aspect of|
human affairs upon this globe. The first!
which was prepared for practical use be-
comes, therefore—however rade, in the pro-
gress of time, its construction might, com-
paratively appear—an ethic phanomenon
of no ordinary interest. Like the source of

the Nile, which has attracted the illtcnll(j‘mlhlinf_f constitution, as well as to obtain the horror for this mode of punishment.,

of kings and nations, it iz not so much {l;u}
intrinsic maguificence of the object that ex-

cites the sensibility, as the contemplation of{ tribute to it, or rather would not excuse its times and country: it is either too revolting! this city from our

the resulting majesty and fertility.

I beg you, sir, to accept the repeated as-
surance of a veneration which increases with
time and will end only with existence.

A. B. WOODWARD.

The Hon. President JEFrFerson.

Monticello, Virginia.

Letter from President Jefferson to Judge

Woodward.
MonTicELLO, April 3, 1825.

Dear Sie—Your favor of March 25, has
been duly received.

The fact is unques-
tionable, that the Bill of Rights and the|

Constitution of Virgiuia were drawn origin-{capable of resisting the desire he felt of see. 'unfortunate convict.
ing her for the last time, succeeded in g:tin-I
ing the sexton, who consented to open Ihe1WhiCh and two O.Clt"(.‘k. the last

ally by George Mason, one of our really
great men, and of the first order of great-
ness. T he history of the preamble to the.
latter is as follows: I was at Philadelphia
with Congress, and knowing that the con-
vention of Virginia was engaged in forming|
a plan of government, I turned my mind to
the same subject, and drew a sketch or oat-
line of a constitution, with a preamble,
which I sent to Mr. Pendleton, president of
the convention, on the mere possibility that
il might suggest something worth incorpora.
tion into that before the convention. He
informed me afterwards by letter, that he
received it on the day on which the com-
mittee of the whole had reported to the
House the plan they had agreed to; that it

the young female for the pretended de-|

funct; but her new husband found means tofe
prove that she was really the same as had|d
been buried, and demanded restitution of (
the fortune which belonged to her,

by inch, and the subject of so much alterca- th
tion and debate. that they were worried
with the contensions it had produced; and
could not, from mere lassitude, have been
induced to open the instrument again: but
that, being pleased with the precamble to
mine, they adopted it in the House by way
of amendment to the report of the commit-
tee; and thus my preamble became tacked
to the work of George Mason. The Con-
stitution, with the preamble, was passed on
the 29th of June, and the commnittee of Con-
aress had, only the day before that, report-
ed to that body the draught of the Declara-
tion of Indepeundence.  The fact is, that pre-
amble was prior iu compuosition to the De-
claration; and both having the same object,
of justifying our separation from Great Bri-
tain, they used necessarily the same mate-
rials of justification; and hence their simili-
tude,

Withdrawn by age from all other public
services and attentions to public things, [
am closing the last scenes of my life by fus-
tering and fashioning an establishment for
the instruction of those who are to come af-
terus. | hope its influence on their virtue,
freedom, fame and happiness will be saluta-
ry and permanent. ‘he form and distriba-
tion of its structare are orizinal and lllnit|llt.".
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suit. The first husband persisted in ;x:-:u-rl-i
ing that she he}ongt-d to him, while the se-
cond affirmed she was dead as far as he w ‘;5‘1

lowever.t!
|
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stored to life.—The parliament,
appeared to lean towards the title of the first
husband ; and this circumstance urged them i
to return to England, without awaiting the|l
decision of the law suit. The particulars of}
this remarkable process are yet to be founc
in the journals of the Parliament.

After having reported a great nambe
similar examples, of other persons buried |«
alive, Dr. Hufelan, a celebrated professor of
Berlin, remarks that——+These examples
ought to render us more circumspect, andj:
induce us no longer to abandon bodies o
the representation of the nurses, who very|
often pay no attention to a corpse after they
believe it to be one. 1 remember one ut'l
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these women once assuring me, some time

ed, that some of his family would shortly fol-|«
low, because the defunct opened one eye it
the coffin, which, according to her, was the
certain sign of the death of another relative
After such a declaration, can it be doub
thiat innumerable victims have been prema
turely buried, who might have otherwise]

|
!
enjoyed a long existence. !
|
|
|

the architecture chaste and classical, and
the whole well worthy of attractivg the cu-
riosity of a visit. Should 1t so |-1‘-\~\'-'fn your-
self at any time, it will be a great grauiica-
tion to me to see you once wmore at Monti-
cello; and I pray you to be assured of my
continued and high respect and estecm.
THOS. JEFFERSON.
The Hon. Judge Augustus B. Woodward.
Letter from President Madison, to Judge
Woodward.
Mo~TreLiER, Sept. 11, 1824,

Dear Sir—I have received, and retarn|p
my thanks fory the printed commu-ications i
accompanying your note of the 4th inst. quence of the mind being cugrossed wit

To appreciate your proposed expedient!its own operations, any object of mental co
for a standard of measurcs and weights,}templation which has either been called up
would require more time than I could apply,|by the memory or created by the imagina-
and more mathematical science than [ re-{tion, will be seen as distinetlv as if it Lhad
tain. been formed from the vision of a real object. !

Justice will doubtless be done to it by :
competent yudges.

| have given a hasty perusal to the obser-
vations “addressed to the Indivicdus! Citizen”

Although I cannot concur in some of them,)
I may say of all, that they merit every praise
for the perspicuity, the precisim, aud the
force with which they are presented to the
public attention.

You have fallen into a mistake, in aseri-
hing the Constitution of Virginia to Mr.
Jefferson; as will be inferred {rom the ani-
madversions on it in his“\oteson Viig n:'::."l

lts origin was with George Mason, who!
laid before the committee appointed to pre-
pare a plan, a very broad outline, wiich
was printed by the committee, for consider-
ation ; and after being varied on some points,
and filled up, was reported to that conven-
tion, where a few further alterations gave it
the form in which it now stands.

The Declaration of Rights was substan-|
tially, from the same hand.

The preamble to the constitution was
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THE EYE, |

In an interesting paper on *the Vision of|
Impressions on the Retina,” Dr. Brewster ui‘:‘i
Edinburgh, makes the following remarks:—|
“When the eye is not exposed to the im-i
ressions of external ohjects, or when it :
isensible to these impressions, in conse-|t
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have found that they follow the motions of

sions of luminous objects, and that thev re-
semble them also in their apparent immobil-
ity when the cyeball is displaced by an ex-
ternal force. I this result (which T stat
with much difhdence, from having only )
own experience in its favor) shall be found
generally true by others, it will follow tha
the objects of mental contemplation may beie

|

will oceupy the same local ;rr‘.‘it‘inn in thell
axis of vision as if they had been formed by
the agency of light. : -
“Hence all the phenomena of apparit lons|
may depend upon the relative intensities of]

ad

their m

. - A . . |
bine themselves with the impressions of ex-||
ternad objectsi—the mental spectra in the|
probably derived, in a great measure, if not » appearing alone, while in the oth-
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wholly, from the funds of Mr. Jetlerson; theler they are seen projected among those ex-|
richness of which in such materials is seeni{ternal objects to which the eyeball is direc-
in the declaration of Independence, as well! ted.” .
as elsewhere. o

The planof Mr. Jefferson, annexed toone| We copy from a Northern paper an ac-|
of the editions of his “Aotes on Virginia,”|count of the execution of a woman, which
was drawn up after the Revolutionary War, makes us shudder, and we present to our
with a view to correct the faults of the ex- readers only becanse it mav excite 1 them
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consequence was a most extraordinary Iam-{ll.r roads, which eoulid scarco!
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these two classes of impressions, and upm;gi..-. 3
anner oi accidental combination. Inltorch in either hand. when
perfect health, when the mind POSSCEses t:ii'cl,:lv! S
control over its powers, the unpressions ofjwill jump clean down Mustapha’s throat,
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THE BOTTLE CONJURER CUTDONE.

At a small village, not 100 miles from
oenhizam, (the name we forbear mention-
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¢ out oi compassion to its inhabitants,) one
{ the most complete hoaxes was played ofi,
vy a fellow who siyled himseli the Emperor
{all the (_‘l.‘-fii'l'a;'\'.'”-., that we have heard of
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had been so long in hand, so disputed, inch

authentic sanction of the people.
Your love of truth will excuse this little

I‘il:i“i'm.
With esteem and good wishes,
JAMES MADISON.
A. B. Woodward, Judee, &c-
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PREMATURE INTERMENT.

A young man fell in love with the daugh-
ter of a rich citizen of Paris, and his afiec-
tion was returned. The father of the Jady
obliged her, however, to renounce her lov-
er, and to marry another. A short time af-
ter her nuptials, the young wife tell ill and
died. She was buried at Paris, twenty-four
hours after her decease. Her first lover,in-

tomb the same night. The young man
threatened the latter to kill him if he com-
mitted the smallest indiscretion s after which
he carried off the body, conveyed it to a
neighbouring house, placed it near the fire,
rubbed it with warm cloths, and tried all

possible means of restoring to hfe the wo-

man he adored. After some hours, he had
the haplliht"SS to discover éigf‘!b U“ift‘ flpp(’ar;
she first began to emit gentle signs, and at
last returned entirely to herself, As soon
as she was entirely re-established in health,
the two lovers, thus re-united by death, set
out for England, whence they did not dare
return till several years had elapsed. At
first a stand was made against recognizing

(ot a female, whom other inflictions might re-jthe usual ceremony had passed, of intoxica

‘the vicinity, to witness the execution of this|posed with a trus
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example in the spivit of the law. This in-jand friends.

stance illustrates its unprofitableness for su-[ After making sals c
ciety in all respects except the destruction{cciving his money, and when
of the culprit; a point at least questionable/ part te his friends, was beset
as to its public utility, especially in the case| runners of the gambhing tab
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form, however heinous her immediate guilt./ting the unw ary—the allurements of gain
Nut. Gaz. vere too 1{'1]][}[“1;’—-—-——}1[' prr-t'(-f_'{}(f;__l from

PrarTssurG, March 23. |small sums to large, until the proceeds of

Ezecution of Pegay Facto—On Friday last,' his cotton had vanished. The aneuish of
-at an early hour, crowds of people hegan to|the young man, when so to his right
(collect in this village, from every point of I, was indescribable. He had been re-
| t, which not even his ene-

e- my could have suspected: that trust he had
veen foricited. He was determined not to brook
act of the;lhc di“i)lf"ﬁill!‘i“ (lf‘ }]i-\ fl[‘ie_"lili_:. ;”‘:d in a mo-
law was to be performed, the concourse had|ment of thouzhtlessness and aneuish, repair-
become }’&I‘y great. ed to a rendezvous and scaled his fate by
Al a few moments past 12 the prisoner|enlisting as a common soldier. Thus were
was brought from the jail in a state of fee-|the fond hopes of parents and friends blust-
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|bleness which required the assistance of the/ed in a moment. by a practice which is as
lomfers h)’ whom she was p]itCPd in the \'C-‘-disgrai‘efu] to .~u-"z*i1_\'. as to those who wer
hicle prepared for the purpose: when the|the authors of a law, no better than an
procession moved on; formed by the light|to authorize swindling.
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preceded and followed the cavalcade onlto the fishes: “The ' the
foot and in waggons; the latter class were|preacher with an edified face, and a cod
a great part of females of various ages, from|with his upturred eves, seeps a ?t.iou;‘\;:
the decripitude of the grandmother dewn to!secking for the new I T :
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\infantry compnny under the command of
|Captain Sailly, and the rifle company com-
manded by Lieut. Cough; the whole und
'the command of Captain Baily.
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