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PUBLICATION OFFICE OF THE 

BANNER IS ON 
PENNSYLVANIA STREET, 

Three doors north of Washington Street.

Cass’s ]VicS»o!s<m Letter.

Washington, Dec. 24, 1847.
Dear Sir: I have received your let­

ter, and shall answer it as frankly as it 
was written.

You ask me whether I am in favor of 
the acquisition of Mexican Territory, 
and what are my sentiments with re­
gard to the Wilmot Proviso.

I have so often and so explicitly sla­
ted my views of the first question, in 
the Senate, that it seems almost un­
necessary to repeat them here. As 
you request it, however, I shall briefly 
give them.

I think, then, that no peace should 
be granted to Mexico, until a reason­
able indemnity is obtained for the in­
juries which she has done us. The 
territorial extent of this indemnity is, 
in the first instance, a subject of Ex­
ecutive consideration. There the con­
stitution has placed it, and there I am 
willing to leave it; not only because 1 | 
have full confidence in its judiciousex- 
ercise, but because, in the ever-vary­
ing circumstances of a war, it would 
be indiscreet, by a public declaration, 
to commit the country to any line of 
indemnity which might otherwise be 
enlarged, as the obstinate injustice of 
the enemy prolongs the contest, with 
its loss of blood and treasure.

It appears to me that the kind of 
metaphysical magnanimity, which 
would reject all indemnity at the close 
of a bloody and expensive war, brought 
on by a direct attack upon our troops 
by the enemy, and preceded by a suc­
cession of unjust acts for a series of 
years, is as unworthy of the age in 
which we live, as it is revolting to the 
common sense and practice of mankind. 
It would conduce but little to our fu­
ture security, or indeed to our present 
reputation, to declare that we repudi­
ate all expectation of compensation 
from the Mexican Government, and 
are fighting, not for any practical re­
sult, but for some vague, perhaps phi­
lanthropic object, which escapes my 
penetration, and must be defined by 
those who assume this new principle 
of national inter-communication. All 
wars are to be deprecated, as well by 
the statesman us by the philanthro­
pist. They are great evils; but there 
are greater evils than these, and sub­
mission to injustice is among them.— 
The nation, which should refuse to de­
fend its rights and its honor, when as­
sailed, would soon have neither to de­
fend; and when driven to war, it is 
not by professions of disinterestedness 
and declarations of magnanimity, that 
its rational objects can be best obtain­
ed, or other nations taught a lesson of 
forbearance—the strongest security for 
permanent peace. We are at war 
with Mexico, its vigorous prosecution 
is the surest means of its speedy ter­
mination, and ample indemnity the sur­
est guaranty against the recurrence of 
such injustice as provoked it.

The Wilmot Proviso has been before 
the country some time. It has been 
repeatedly discussed in Congress, and 
by the public press. I am strongly 
impressed with the opinion that a great 
change has been going on in the pub­
lic mind upon this subject—in my own 
as well as others: and that doubts are 
resolving themselves into convictions 
that the principle it involves should be 
kept out of the Nutiunai Legislature 
and left to the people of the Confede­
racy in their respective local govern­
ments.

The whole subject is a comprehen­
sive one, and fruitful of important con­
sequences. It would be ill-timed to 
discuss it here. I shall not assume that 
resposible task, but shall confine my­
self to such general views as are ne­
cessary to the fair exhibition of my 
opinions.

We may well regret the existence 
of Slavery in the Southern States,and 
wish they had been saved from its in­
troduction. But there it is, and not by 
the act of the present generation; and 
we must deal with it as a great practi­
cal question, involving the most mo­
mentous consequences. We have neith­
er the right nor the power to touch ii 
where it exists; and if we had both, 
their exercise, by any means hereto­
fore suggested, might lead to results 
which no wise man would willingly 
encounter, and which no good man 
could contemplate without anxiety.

The theory of our Government pre­
supposes that its various members have 
reserved to themselves the regulation 
of all subjects relating to what may be 
termed their internal policy. They 
are sovereign within their own boun­
daries, except in those cases where 
they have surrendered to the General 
Government a portion of their rights, 
in order to give efiect to the object of 
the Union, whether these concern For­
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eign nations or the several States them­
selves. Local institutions, if I may so 
speak, whether they have reference to 
Slavery or to any other relations, do­
mestic or public, are left to local au­
thority, either original or derivative.— 
Congress has no right to say that there 
shall be Slavery in New York, or that 
there shall be no Slavery in Georgia; 
nor is there any other human power 
but Ihe people of those States respec­
tively, which can change the relations 
existing therein; and they can say, if 
they will, We will have Slavery in the 
former, and we will abolish it in the 
latter.

In vaiious respects the Territories 
differ from the States. Some of their 
rights are inchoate,and they do not pos­
sess the peculiar attributes of sover­
eignty. Their relation to the General 
Government is very imperfectly defin­
ed by the Constitution; and it will be 
found, upon examination, that in that 
instrument the only grant of power 
concerning them is conveyed in the 
phrase “Congress shall have the pow­
er to dispose of and make all needful 
rules and regulations, respecting terri­
tory and other property belonging to 
the United States.” Certainly this 
phraseology is very loose, if it were 
designed lo include in the grant the 
whole power of legislation over per­
sons as well as things. The expres­
sion, “the territory and other proper­
ty,” fairly construed relates to the pub­
lic lands, as such, to arsenals, dock­
yards, forts, ships, and all the various 
kinds of property which the United 
States may and must possess.

But surely the simple authority to 
dispose of and regulate these, does not 
extend to the unlimited power of le­
gislation; to the passage of all laws, in 
the most general acceptation of the 
word, which, by the way, is carefully 
excluded from the sentence.

And, indeed, if it were so, it would 
render unnecessary another provision 
of the Constitution, which grants to 
Congress the power to legislate, with 
the consent of the States, respective­
ly, over all places purchased for the 
“erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, 
dockyards,” etc. This being the “pro­
perty” of the United States, if the 
power to make “needful rules and reg­
ulations concerning” them includes the 
general power of legislation, then tho 
grant of authority to regulate the “ter­
ritory and other property of the Uni­
ted States,” is unlimited, wherever 
subjects are found for its operation, 
and its exercise need no auxiliary pro­
vision. If, on the other hand, it does 
not include such power of legislation 
over the “other property” of the Uni­
ted States, then it does not include it. 
over their “territory:” for the same 
terms which grant the one, grant the 
other. Territory is here classed with 
property, and treated as such; and the 
object was evidently to enable the Ge­
neral Government, as a property-hold­
er,—which, from necessity, it must be, 
—to manage, preserve and “dispose 
of” such property as it might possess, 
and which authority is essential al­
most to its being. But the lives and 
persons of our citizens, with the vast 
variety of objects connected with 
them, cannot be controlled by an au­
thority which is merely called into ex­
istence for the purpose of making 
rules and regulations tor the disposition 
and management of property.

Such, it appears to me, would be the 
construction put upon this provision of 
the Constitution, were this question 
now first presented for consideration 
and not controlled by imperious cir­
cumstances. The original Ordinance 
of the Congress of the Confederation, 
passed in 1787, and which was the on­
ly act upon this subject in force at the 
adoption of the Constitution, provided a 
complete frame of Government for the 
country North of the Ohio, while in a 
Territorial condition, and for its even­
tual admission in separate States into 
the Union. And the persuasion, that 
this Ordinance contained within itself 
all the necessary means of execution, 
probably prevented any direct refer­
ence to the subject in the Constitution, 
further than vesting in Congress the 
right to admit the States formed under 
it into the Union. However, circum­
stances arose, which required legisla­
tion, as well over the territory North 
of the Ohio, as over other territory, 
both within and without the original 
Union, ceded to the General Govern­
ment, and, at various times, a moreen- 
larged power has been exercised over 
the Territories.—meaning thereby the 
different Territorial Governments,— 
than is conferred by the limited grant 
referred to. How far an existing ne­
cessity may have operated in produc­
ing this legislation, and thus extend­
ing, by rather a violent implication, 
powers not directly given, I know not. 
But certain it is, that the principle of 
interference should not he carried be­
yond the necessary implication which 
produces it. It should be limited to 
the. creation of proper governments for 
new countries, acquired or settled,and

to the necessary provision for their 
eventual admission into the Union;— 
leaving, in the meantime,the people in­
habiting them, to regulate their internal 
concerns in their own way. They 
are just as capable of doing so, as the 
people of the States; and they can do 
so, at any rate, as soon as their politi­
cal independence is recognized by ad­
mission into the Union. During this 
temporary condition, it is hardly expe­
dient to call into exercise a doubtful 
and invidious authority, which ques­
tions the intelligence of a respectable 
portion of our citizens, and whose lim­
itation, whatever it may be, will be ra­
pidly approaching its termination,—an 
authority which would give to Con­
gress despotic power, uncontrolled by 
the Constitution, over most important 
sections of our common country.— 
For, if the relation of master and ser­
vant may be regulated or annihilated 
by its legislation, so may the relation 
of husband and wife, of parent and 
child, and of any other condition which 
our institutions and the habits of our 
society recognize. What would be 
thought if Congress should undertake 
to prescribe the terms of marriage in 
New York, or to regulate the authori­
ty of parents over their children in 
Pennsylvania! And yet it would be 
as vain to seek one justifying the inter­
ference of the National Legislature in 
the cases referred to in the original 
States of the Union. 1 speak here of 
the inherent power of Congress, and 
do not touch the question of such con- 
tricts as may be formed with new 
States when admitted into the Confed­
eracy.

Of all the questions that can agitate 
us, those which are merely sectional in 
their character are the most dangerous 
and the most to be deprecated. The I 
warning voice of him who, from his j 
character, and services and virtue, had : 
the best right to warn us, proclaimed 
to his countrymen in his Farewell Ad­
dress,—that monument of wisdom for 
him, as I hope it will be of safety for 
them,—how much we had to appre­
hend from measures peculiarly affect­
ing geographical portions of our coun­
try. The grave circumstances in which 
we are now placed, make these words 
of safety; for J am satisfied, from all I 
have seen and heard here, that a suc­
cessful attempt to engraft the princi­
ples of the Wilmot Proviso upon the 
legislation of this Government, and ap­
ply them to new territory, should new 
territory be acquired, would seriously 
affect our tranquility. I do not suffer 
myself to foresee or to foretell the con­
sequences that would ensue: fori trust 
and believe there is good sense and good 
feeling enough in the country to avoid 
them, by avoiding all occasions which 
might lead to them.

Briefly, then, I am opposed to the exercise 
of any jurisdiction by Congress over this matter; 
and I am in favor of leaving to the People of any 
Territory which may be hereafter acquired, the 
right to regulate it for themselves, under the gen­
eral principles of the Constitution. Because:

1. I do not see in the Constitution any grant 
of the requisite power to Congress; and I am not 
disposed to extend a doubtful precedent beyond 
its necessity,—tho establishment of Territorial 
Governments when needed,—leaving to the in­
habitants all the right compatible w.ih the rela­
tions they bear to the Confederation.

2. Because I believe this measare, if 
adopted, would weaken, if not impair, 
the union of the States ; and would sow 
the seeds of future discord, v\ hich would 
grow up and ripen into an abundant 
harvest of calamity.

3. Because I believe a general con­
viction that such a proposition would 
succeed, would lead to an immediate 
withholding of the supplies, and thus 
to a dishonorable termination of the 
war. I think no dispassionate observer 
at the seat of government can doubt 
this result.

4. If, however, in this I am under a 
misapprehension, I am under none in 
the practical operation of this restric­
tion, if adopted by Congress, upon a 
treaty of peace making any acquisition 
of Mexican territory. Such a treaty 
would be rejected just as certainly, as | 
presented to the Senate. More than 
one-third of that body would vote 
against it, viewing such a principle as 
an exclusion of the citizens of the slave­
holding States from a participation in 
the benefits acquired by the treasure 
and exertions of all, and which should 
be common to all. I am repeating,— 
neither advancing nor defending these 
views. That branch of the subject 
does not lie in my way, and I shall not 
turn aside to seek it.

In this aspect of the matter, the peo­
ple of the United States must choose 
between this restriction and the exten­
sion of the territorial limits. They 
cannot have both, and which they will 
surrender must depend upon the rep­
resentatives first, and then if these fail 
them, upon themselves.

5. But after all it seems to be gen­
erally conceded, that this restriction, if 
carried into effect, could not operate 
upon any State to be formed from new­
ly acquired territory. The well known 
attributes of sovereignty, recognized 
by us as belonging to State Govern­
ments, would sweep before them any

such barrier, and would leave the peo­
ple to express and exert their will at 
pleasure. Is the object, then, of tem­
porary exclusion for so short a period 
as the duration of the territorial gov­
ernments, worth the price at which it 
would be purchased?—worth the dis­
cord it would engender, the trial to 
which it would expose our Union, and 
the evils that would be the certain con­
sequence, let that trial result as it 
might? As to the course, which has 
been intimated rather than proposed, 
of engrafting such a restriction upon 
any treaty of ocquision,! persuade my- 
sell it would find but little favor in any 
portion of this country. Such an ar­
rangement would render Mexico a par­
ty, having a right to interfere in our 
interna! institutions in'questions left by 
the Constitution to the State Govern­
ments, and would inflict a serious blow 
upon our fundamental principles. Few 
indeed, I trust there are ^mong us, who 
would thus grant to a foreign power the 
right to inquire into the constitution 
and conduct of the sovereign States of 
the Union ; and if there are any I am 
not among them, and never shall be. 
To the people of this country, under 
God, now and hereafter, are its desti­
nies committed,and we want no foreign 
power to interrogate us, treaty in hand, 
and to say,—why have you done this, 
or why have you left this undone ? 
Our own dignity and the principles of 
national independence, unite to repel 
such a proposition.

But there is another important consideration, 
which ought not to be lost sight of in the inves­
tigation of this subject. The question that pre­
sents itself, is not a question of the increase but 
of the diffusion of Slavery. Whether its sphere 
be stationary or progressive, its amount will be 
the same. The rejection of this restriction will 
not add one to the class of servitude, nor will its 
adoption give freedom to a single being who is 
now placed therein. The same numbers will be 
spread over greater territory; and so far as com­
pression, with less abundance of the necessaries 
of life, is an evil, so far will that evil he mitiga­
ted by transporting Slaves to a new country and 
giving them a larger space to occupy.

1 say this in the event of the exten­
sion of slavery over any new acquisi­
tion. But can it go there? This may 
well be doubted. All the descriptions 
which reach us of the condition of the 
Californias and New Mexico, to the ac­
quisition of which our efforts seem at 
present directed, unite in representing 
tMoae countries as agricultural regions, 
similar in their products to our middle 
States, and generally unfit for the pro­
duction of the great staples, which can 
alone render slave-labor valuable. If 
we are not grossly deceived,—and it is 
difficult to conceive how we can be,— 
the inhabitants of those regions, wheth­
er they depend upon their ploughs or 
their herds cannot be slaveholders — 
Involuntary labor, requiring the invest­
ment of large capital, can only he profi­
table when employed in the produciion 
of a few favored articles, confined by 
nature to special districts, and paying 
larger returns than the usual agricultu­
ral products spread over more consid­
erable portions of the earth.

In the able letter of Mr. Buchanan 
upon this subject, not long since given 
the public, he presents similar consid­
erations with great force. “Neither,” 
says the distinguished writer, “the soil, 
the climate, nor the productions of 
California, South of thirty-six degrees 
thirty minutes, nor indeed any portion 
of it North or South, is adapted to 
slave-labor ; and besides, every facility 
would be there afforded for the slave 
to escape from his master. Such pro­
perty would be entirely insecure in 
any part of California. It is morally 
impossible, therefore, that a majority 
of the emigrants to that portion of the 
territory South of thirty-six degrees 
thirty minutes, which will be chieflv 
composed of our citizens, will ever re­
establish slavery within its limits.

“In regard to New Mexico, east of 
the Rio Grande, the question has al­
ready been settled by the admission of 
Texas into the Union.

“Should we acquire territory beyond 
the Rio Grande and east of the Rocky 
Mountains, it is still more impossible 
that a majority of the people would 
consent to re-establish slavery. They 
are themselves a colored population, 
and among them, the negro does not 
belong to a degraded race.”

With this last remark Mr. Walker 
fully coincides in his letter written in 
1844 upon the annexation of Texas, 
and which everywhere produced so 
favorable an impression upon the pub­
lic mind, as to have conduced very 
materially to the accomplishment of 
that great measure. “Beyond the Del 
Norte,” says Mr. Walker, “slavery will 
not pass; not only because lorbidden 
by law, but because the. colored race 
there preponderates in the ratio of ten 
to one over the whites ; and holding as 
they do, the government and most of 
the offices in their possession, they will 
not permit the enslavement of any por­
tion of the colored race, which makes 
and executes the laws of the country.”

The question, it will therefore be seen 
on examination, does not regard the ex­
clusion of slavery from a region where

it now exists, but a prohibition against 
introduction where it does not exist, 
and where, from the feelings of the in­
habitants and the laws of nature, “it is 
morally impossible,” as Mr. Buchanan 
says, that it can never re-establish 
itself.

It augurs well for the permanency 
o‘ our Confederation, that, during more 
than half a century, which has elapsed 
since the establishment of this govern­
ment, many serious questions, and some 
ol the highest importance, have agitated 
the public mind, and more than once, 
threatened the gravest consequences, 
but they have all in succession passed 
away, leaving our institutions unscath­
ed, and our country advancing in num­
bers, power, and wealth, and in all the 
other elements of national prosperity, 
with a rapidity unknown in ancient or 
modern days. In times of political ex­
citement when difficult and delicate 
questions present themselves for solu­
tion, there is one ark of safety for us— 
and that is, an honest appeal to the 
fundamental principles of our Union, 
and a stern determination to abide their 
dictates. This course of proceeding 
has carried us in safety through many 
a trouble, and will carry us safely 
through many more, should many more 
assail us. The Wilmot Proviso seeks 
to take from its legitimate tribunal a 
question of domestic policy, having no 
relation to the Union, as such, and to 
transfer if to another, created by the 
people for a special purpose, and foreign 
to the subject-matter involved in this 
issue. By going back to our true prin­
ciples, we go back to the road of peace 
and safety. Leave to the people, who 
will be affected by this question, to ad­
just it upon their own responsibility, 
and in their own manner, and we shall 
render another tribute to the original 
principles of our Government and fur­
nish another guarantee for its perma­
nency and prosperity.

1 am, sir, respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

LEWIS CASS.
A. O. P. Nicholson, Esq., Nashville.

T!*e Herald on Van ISurcn.
The Herald has commenced rumma­

ging its old files of electioneering doc­
uments against Mr. Van Buren. Mia- 
tcr Van Buren, W6 Say, Oddly US it 
sounds at the present day to call a Pre­
sidential nominee any thing but a Gen­
eral. Well, it has fished up his vote 
upon an Act for prohibiting Deputy 
Postmasters from receiving and trans­
mitting, &.c., certain matter in and 
through the mails, which was, on the 
2d of June, 1836, engrossed and read 
a third time, by the casting vote of Mr. 
Van Buren, then Vice President, and 
President of the Senate. Now the 
truth is, even this vote has hardly ever 
been soberly considered by even strong 
ai>ti-slavery men. They very proper­
ly recollect, that the vote was not on 
a final passage, and that it would have 
been an unwarrantable exercise of the 
one man power, had Mr. Van Buren, 
by his own vote, taken the subject, 
from the consideration of the Senate, 
where it was disposed of in a much 
more impressive and democratic man­
ner on the 8th of June, 1836. On 
that day, on motion of Mr. Calhoun, 
the bill was taken up for a final action, 
when it was rejected by a good major­
ity of six Senatorial votes. Had Mr. 
Van Buren killed it by his single cast­
ing vote, the impressive lesson taught 
the Slave Power by the final, decisive 
vote, would never have been on re­
cord. A man of Mr. Van Buren’s sa­
gacity, could not but have foreseen the 
result, and no man, we venture to say, 
was better satisfied than he, with the 
large majority against its passage. So 
much for this clap-trap, in reference to 
which the Herald exclaims: “Here, 
then, are the great principles of human 
freedom, for which Mr. Van Buren 
contended while in power!”— the in­
sincerity of which exclamation is seen 
in the fact, that it is well known*to all, 
that Mr. Van Buren did not contend 
for this bill at all. He was only the 
presiding officer of the Senate, and not 
a Senator.— Cleveland Time Democrat.

The Alarm.—It seems that both the 
old parties have taken the alarm, and 
united for common defence against the 
people’s Free Soil movement. They 
denominate it a grand conspiracy a- 
gainst them both, and salute each other 
as loving brethren in a crusade against 
Van Buren, Adams, and Freedom.— 
Both the Taylor and Cass papers seem 
to have forgotten the issues between 
them, to-witv whether Taylor swore 
profanely at some of the volunteers, 
and whether Cass made presents to 
Louis Phillippe, and pitched at' once 
with pike, gun, and claymore, into the 
Free Soilers. This is very much like 
the course persued by the Pharisees and 
Sadducees, who were most bitterly op­
posed to each other, hut on the appear­
ance of the Carpenter’s son, united for 
the purpose of crucifying him, and sav­
ing themselves. Go ahead, you have 
illustrious precedents.—Cin. Signal.

We give below some extracts 
from the speech of Hon. Mr. Buinker- 
hoff, of Ohio, made at the Buffalo 
Convention. He. was a democrat, and 
a member of the last Congress.

Some of my friends have said, 
“BrinkerhofT, you are no Democrat.” 
Why? “Because you don’t vote for 
Cass.” [Laughter.] Now, 1 have al­
ways been under the impression—the 
silly impression, it may be thought— 
that democracy consisted, not in men 
—nor in organizations—but in princi­
ples. If the Wilmot Proviso is not 
democracy, then Gen. Cass’s democ­
racy is entirely new. It is very green. 
[Laughter.] For, not longer ago than 
one year, he was loud in his complaints 
against John Davis for talking against 
time, and thus preventing him from 
having an opportunity for voting in its 
favor. Lewis Cass was then no dem­
ocrat, according to the logic of his ad­
vocates, or else he has Jlopped over.— 
Shall I, therefore, turn? I am not 
made of su« h flexible material. Why, 
the entire North, with the exception 
of three votes, went for that Proviso. 
Where are they now? Gone off' after 
a mess of political pottage. Let them 
enjoy it. [It may he poison to them.] 
No fear, Nothing will injure them, 
except an infusion of honesty. Give 
me the joy which arises from the sense 
of honor maintained—duty discharged, 
and freedom defended. [Applause.]— 
One year after that time i heard Gen. 
Cass speak in the Senate of the Uni­
ted States., He then professed to be 
in favor of the principle, but said it 
was not the time to act upon it. But 
a short time before he thought it was 
both the time for action and expedient 
to act. Now I cannot turn with him. 
I defy Gen. Cass to contradict this 
statement. If he attempts it, 1 can 
bring the testimony of nine men—ev­
ery one of them as good as myself-— 
to substantiate what I have said. [We 
don’t want them—your word is suffi­
cient.] He knows it is true, and hence 
the expression in his letter, “he thinks 
there has been a change coming on in 
the public mind, and in his own.”— 
[Great laughter.] I would respect 
Gen. Cass’s opinions, if I thought they 
wrvp sincere. I respect the sincere 
opinions of any man though they lead 
to change, for I have experienced such 
myself. But I believe. General Cass 
thinks as 1 do, that the Proviso is both 
expedient and constitutional. I be­
lieve that he put his hand in his bosom 
and took out his soul, and laid it out in 
view of the devil, for the purpose of 
receding a little temporary elevation. 
Let the North repudiate him. J be- 

j lieve the South will, and if they do,
I perhaps there will be others getting up 
parties to burn barns. [Laughter.]

Gentlemen, I said I would be brief. 
[Go on, go on; we like the way you 
talk.] 1 cannot go on—my health is 
feeble—it has always been feeble, and 
nothing else; and thanking you for 
your kindness, I will relieve' you.— 
[Great applause, and three cheers for 
Brinkerhoffi]

An Anecdote.
A zealous whig of our county the 

other day accosted a prominent mem­
ber of the Quaker Society from Clin­
ton county thus:—“Well, John, I hear 
the Friends are going to support Tay­
lor this fall. How is it with them over 
your way?”

“Friend-------- thee has been misin­
formed. So far as I know, our Socie­
ty will not support Zachary.”

“But are you not going to support 
him yourself! Certainly he is a less- 
evil than Cass; and in 1844 you blam­
ed the Libertv men for not choosing 
between evils as much as I.”

“ Thee is right. I still hold to the 
same general principle. It’s a good 
one, and ought always to be observed. 
Had our liberty friends acted upon it, 
in 1344, we should not have had Tex­
as with all her slavery. We would 
have escaped the dreadful war with 
Mexico, with all its attendant evils.— 
We should not have a man of blood 
for our candidate now. But there are 
cases when this principle does not ap­
ply. When I was a young man I ran 
a flat-boat down the Ohio river. I was 
floating down the current rapidly one 
morning, when I beheld a little in ad­
vance of mv craft two snap's in the 
river, one a little larger than the other, 
but either big enough to sink my boat. 
Now I did not stop to choose between 
these snags, no more than I would be­
tween Lewis Cass and Zachary Tay­
lor, for either of them is so great an 
evil as to make an utter shipwreck of 
all sound principles, and especially of 
our good old whig principles of 1844, 
which thee speaks of.”

“Good morning, John. The best of 
folks will differ. How did you leave 
Polly and the children!”—Western

Santa Ana and wife are still residing 
near Kingston. They live in magni­
ficent style.
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FKEE soil. IttASS MEF/I INGS.
The public are informed that arrange­

ments are made to hold Free Soil Meet­
ings at the following times and pVaeoe i—~ 

A1T01NTMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER.
On the 13th at Manchester, in Dearborn Co.
On the 1-lth at Grecnsburg, DecaiurCo.
On the 16th at Connorsvilto, Fayette Co.
On the ]8th at. Richmond, Wayne Co.
On the 20th at. Winchester.
On the23d at Fort Wayne.
On the25th at Lima.
On the 27tit at South Bend.
On the 29th at Logansport.
On the 30th at Lafayette.

APPOINTMENTS FOR OOTOBER.
On the 3d at Terre Haute.
On the 5th at Princeton.
On the fith at Evansville.
On I lie 9th at New Albany.
On the lOlhat Jeffersonville.
On the 11th at Madison.
On the 12th at Columbus.
On die I4th at PA .mniiigton.
On the IBthnt Greencastle.
On the 18th at (Jrawfordsville.
On the 19th at Frankfort.
On the 20th at Lebanon.
On dm 21st at Noblesviile.
()n the 23d at GrecnliitkL
On the21ih at Knightatown.
On the 25th at Rushviile.
On the 26th ai Shelby vide.
On the 27th at Edinburgh.
On the 28th at Franklin.
On the 30th at Martinsville.
On the 31st at Danville.
On the 1st of November at Indianapolis.

(Speaking to commence, on each day, pre­
cisely at 1 o'clock P. M.)

All persons, without regard to parties, 
are invited to attend. The Free Soil 
Electors, and other gentlemen, will ad­
dress the public, at the times and places 
above specified, on the principles of the 
Free Democracy.

Calvin Fletcher, 
Chairman of Central Committee.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBFR 8, 1848.

0^7= Gen. Joseph Lane has accepted the 
appointment of Governor of Oregon.

Q^r Will our friends send up the pro­
ceedings of Free Soil meetings in various 
parts of the State, and confer a favor on 
the editors'?

(^7= Subscriptions from clubs are com­
ing up from various parts of our State.— 
That is as it should be. Keep sending 
them on ; they are always welcome. If 
Free Soil men are active in our behalf, 
five thousand names can yet be sent in.— 
Try it, and see if we are mistaken.

0^7= Charles F. Adams has written a 
letter accepting the nomination of the Buf­
falo Convention. The letter is all that 
his friends could wish. It breathes the 
spirit of his departed sire, and gives as­
surance that in the son of the “ old man 
eloquent,” freedom does not look in vain 
for an ardent and able supporter.

(fC7J A communication from some thing 
in this city, calling itself “Riverolo,” ap­
pears in the Danville Advertiser. Among 
other things it says : “It is strongly sus­
pected that Messrs. Greer & Wallace have 
been defeated in their aspirations.” Buzz 
away, little fly!

Defrets’ Argumesst against Free 
Soil.

In the Journal, of the 30th of August, 
an eftusion made its appearance under the 
high sounding title of “ Considerations for 
Free Sailers." It was written in the na­
ture of resolutions, to be adopted at the 
Free Soil Ratification Meeting.

The reader will observe that these 
“Considerations" are no more than mere 
statements—some true, and others false. 
We propose taking them to pieces, one by 
one, candidly admitting such as are true, 
and unsparingly exposing whatever is erro­
neous. They are as follows :

1st. That the Whig ami Democratic parties Lave 
divided the people upon all the leading public meas­
ures of government, since the first four years of 
Jackson’s administration.

The above requires no denial. It is 
proof of history.

2d. That, during the latter part of this period, the 
conquest and annexation of foreign territory and 
the extension of slavery have been issues between 
these two great parties.

The truth of this second, we think a 
little debateable. As it is a matter we 
care nothing about, however, we hand it i 
over to Chapman. If he admits that the 
Democrais voted for the extension of sla­
very, why—very good.

3d. That in the Presidential contest of 18M, the 
Democratic party was favorable to the annexation 
of Texas and llie extension of slavery, and ilie 
Whig party was opposed to these measures because 
they were likely to lead the country into a bloody 
ana expensive war with Mexico—because we had 
territory enough without Texas—because the exten­
sion of slavery was a great moral and political evil, 
the bad effeets of which, while confined within its 
constitutional limits, the whole country had already 
experienced—and, because its extension was likely 
to array the North against the South, and thereby 
jeopardize the peuceand safety of the Un on.

With regard to the third, we have only 
to say that our party was born in 1848— 
had nothing to do with the errors and enor­
mities of 1844, and is, therefore, neither 
responsible for the war with Mexico, the 
national debt, nor the consequent exten­
sion of “ that great moral and political 
evil,” slavery.

4th. That just ac this critical juncture, when it 
required the union and co-operation of every oppo­
nent of annexation and extension of slavery, to de­
feat the Democratic party, and to secure die tri­
umph of the Whig party, a third party arose in die 
canvass with James G. Bimey as their candidate, 
which so divided the opponents of annexation and 
slavery extension, as to result in the triumph of the 
Democratic party, the election of James K. Polk, 
the annexation of Texas, the extension of slavery, 
a two years’ war with Mexico, dio sacrifice of twen­
ty thousand American soldiers, n National Debt of 
about one hundred and fifty millions of doll i s. and 
the agitation of the question of slavery, which is 
shaking the Union to its very foundation.

In the above there is but one point, we 
think, requiring denial. That the agita­
tion of the question of slavery is a conse­
quence of the annexation of Texas, is true, 
beyond controversy. But the assertion 
that it is shaking the foundation of the 
Union is acoinageof Defrees’ brain. We 
of the North have no idea of sundering 
links which have been golden ones to the 
whole Continent : much loss have the pol­
iticians of the South. Their personal se­
curity militates against it first; their mon­
etary interests next.

The fifth consideration is rather curi­
ously constructed. Read it:

5th. That in this condition is found the policv of 
the present administration, and tiie excitement of 
the public mind in 1848, on the eve of another Pre­
sidential election.

Now, we don’t know what may be the 
condition of Mr. Polk's policy: but if it 
is of a nature with its results, we incline 
to think it must bo rather miserable. The 
condition of the country, which wo sup­
pose Mr. Defrees meant, is not as a lover 
would like. A tremendous debt of untold 
millions will drain its treasury and barri­
cade its progression. Interest and instal­
ments will hereafter swallow every dollar 
which ought, otherwise, to be appropria­
ted to the improvement of rivers, harbors, 
and the increase of our navy. Certainly 
the future is cheerless enough. It demands 
the oversight and care of a more experi­
enced head than Gen. Taylor’s.

The preceding five statements of Mr. 
Defrees,. while unimportant as affecting 
our party, are graphic descriptions of the 
positions of the Whig party before its 
dissolution at Philadelphia. What Whig 
can read them without regretting, from the 
depth of his heart, that terrible stumble ! 
Did ever party stand on nobler ground ? 
With principles of the purest patriotism, 
was not its past conduct of the most unim­
peachable consistency? And what party 
ever had nobler men at its head 1 Clay, 
Webster, Clayton, Corwin, McLean, and 
Greeley!—whose blood does not thrill at 
the mention of their names ? But where 
is that glorious old party now? Broken, 
disunited, disorganized, witness them aban­
doning their darling measures, and hang­
ing their fate on the fortunes of an old 
man, who has declared no sentiments and 
avowed no principles. They are fighting, 
’tis true—fighting with desperation—fight­
ing as becomes them, and as men con­
scious that their doom is sealed. It is their 
last battle, however. Who does not feel 
that their glory is gone, and their sun set 
forever!

Gill. That tha Whig and Democratic parties prin- 
cipaliy divide the people as in 1844—Gen. Zachary 
Taylor die candidate of the one, and Gen. Lewis 
Cass that of the other.

We won’t quarrel over the above con­
sideration. It is nothing but a fancy, 
which will, we think, be dissipated in No- 

1 vember.
The seventh, however, we think the 

; most important of the ten. It is as fol­
lows :

7th. That the principal issues between these two 
parlies, is the organization nl the institutions fir 
the newly acquired territories of New Mexico at d 
Upper California, and a recognition of the justice 
and expedience of the policy of the present a im n-

istratwn, or a repudiation of its whole career ot 
blood, extravagance and corruption.

Is the organization of institutions for our 
: new territories an issue between the Whig 
and Democratic parties ? Mr. Defrees af­
firms it is ; we deny it. What is an issue? 
We understand it to be a principle main­
tained by one party and denied by the 
other; therefore, to make the extension 
or non-extension of slavery—the only ques­
tion growing out of our newly acquired 
territories—an issue, one of the two par­
ties must advocate, and ihe other deny its 
applicability to those territories. Instead 
of this, do not both parties—the one by 
supporting Gen. Cass, and the other by | 
supporting Gen. Taylor—deny the policy : 
of its application ? If both the Generals 
oppose the principles of the Wilmot Pro­
viso—if both are in favor of the extension 
of slavery over our new domain—the par­
ties who have chosen them as standard 
bearers certainly adopt their principles, 
and constitute them exponents of their 
own. The question to be considered, then, 
is, whether Cass and Taylor oppose, or 
favor the non-extension of slavery.

That Gen. Cass is hostile to everything 
connected with the Wilmot Proviso, is no 
longer questioned. All parties, his own ; 
friends even admit his uncompromising hos-; 
tility. Ho himself, in his celebrated Nich- j 
olson letter, declares substantially, that he i 
is opposed to an legislation on this subject, | 
and that he cannot see in the constitution, 
any grant of the requisite power to Con­
gress to prevent the establishment of sla- j 

very in New Mexico and California. The ; 
Union, Gen. Cass’s organ, declares upon 
the authority of a letter from the General, : 
that, if he is elected President, he will veto j 
the Wilmot Proviso. If he would veto the i 
Proviso itself, may we not reasonably pre­
sume, he would also set his foot upon any 
bill containing its principles?

What are Gen. Taylor’s sentiments on ; 
this subject? Nobody knows! He lias 
not only declared none, but gone beyond i 
that, and asserted that he never will. In ; 
vain have some of the great men who 
nominated him, together with the leaders 
of the now broken Whig party, bogged and ! 
supplicated the little grace of a line, defin­
ing his position. Camly and determinedly 
has he written back this invariable answer, 
so murderous to their hopes and their 
party : “ I have laid it down as a princi-1
pie, not to give my opinions upon, nor pre­
judge in any way the various questions of 
policy now at issue between the political 
parties of the country, nor to promise what 
I would or would not do, were I elected to 
the Presidency of the United States."— 
We are driven, then, to presumptions. | 
Are there no facts upon which we may ! 
reasonably presume him opposed to the I 
Wilmot Proviso ? Certainly. 1. He is a j 
Southern man, bound to the South by in-1 
terest and feeling. 2. He is the owner of 
immense Southern plantations. 3. He is 
a Slave-holder. 4. He is claimed by the 
Whigs of the South as an anti-Proviso 
man. 5. Ho has refused to answer his 
friends of the North uppn this subject.
6. At Philadelphia a resolution was offered,! 

making the Wilmot Proviso a Whig prin­
ciple ; but it was voted down By that par- 
tizan mob, in order to accommodate the 
views of their candidate. Indeed, when- j 
ever a Northern or Western man attempt-: 
ed to introduce in that convention a reso- i 

lution infected in the least with the spirit 
of that great measure, he was beaten down j 
with hisses, bootings, and cries of “torn him j 
out ! turn him out /” from the Southern 
delegates. Never before was so vile an ! 
insult cast in the face of the North!—never i 
before had we such just cause for indig­
nation !

Cass and Taylor, then, are the expo­
nents of the principles of their respective 
parties. The world understands the po­
sition of the former—who ever votes for 
him votes for the extension of slavery. 
And have we not given facts sufficient, in 
the absence of positive testimony to the 
contrary’, to convict Gen. Taylor of enter­
taining similar sentiments? As we are j 
“livingChristian men,” we believe whoever 
casts his suffrage for him, will be instru- j 
mental in establishing “that great moral j 
and political evil” over all our new terri-j 
tory.

What then, we ask, becomes of the as-; 
sertion which Mr. Defrees makes in his’ 
seventh consideration? Is it not unsound 1 
in truth and fact? Have parties made an 
issue out of the Wilmot Proviso ? On the 
contrary, is it not an issue between the 
Slave Powers, and the Free States of the 
North?

[to be continued.]

Henry Clay vs. Taylor.—At a late ; 
meeting of some Taylor club, in Lexing- j 
ton, Ky., ’tis said, a committee was ap-1 
pointed to wait on Mr. Clay, and tender | 
him a respectful invitation to address them. 
The committee found the great man in a 
lawyer’s office, and performed their mis- j 
sion with all due ceremony. Mr. Clay’ | 
arose from his seat, bowed, and replied in j 
that tone of sarcasm of which he alone of ! 
all living men is such perfect master,— 
“ Address them! I would with pleasure, j 
gentlemen, but my day is passed. I could 
not add to the availability of your candi­
date."

The Veto ;»s aea Issue.
We cannot suffer this great question to 

be passed over in silence. Circumstances 
have latterly given it a degree of import­
ance which it never before assumed.

By the admission of every candid Whig 
and Democrat, all the great issues which 
once divided their parties have been done 
away, either by the force of circumstan­
ces, or by the action of conventions, with 
the exception of the one which the Whigs 
have attempted to build upon the veto pow­
er. Will the reader follow us while we 
briefly examine the position of both par­
ties upon this question?

The Whigs declare that it is a power 
given the Executive in imitation of Euro­
pean perogatives; that its existence is in­
compatible with the pure republicanism of 
our constitution ; and that it should never 
be exercised except in cases of violation 
of the constitution, or hasty legislation.

The Democrats defend the power, and 
justify its exercise at the discretion of the 
President. Antagonism to Whiggery now, 
as ever, is their position. This is the ap­
parent difference; turn we and look at 
the real.

Gen. Taylor, according to the asser­
tions of his partizans, has satisfactorily

lion of the old Hunker Whigs? Does it 
really constitute a dividing issue between 
the Whig and Democratic parties? Is it 
not preposterous to declare such adivision 
of opinion, a sufficient foundation for two 
great parties, composed of the voting pop­
ulation of the whole nation, to stand upon?

Wc appeal to the common sense of men, 
and ask their candid, impartial decision.— 
Are vve not right?

Prospects In our State.
The result of our recent election has 

been to give the Democrats a majority of 
four in the Senate and fourteen in the 
House—eighteen on joint ballot. This 
would seem to give the Cass party a Uni­
ted States Senator during the next session 
of our Legislature. We think, howev­
er, that this is anything but a mat­
ter reduced to certainty. Seven Demo­
cratic and four Whig members are pledg­
ed not to vote for a Cass or Taylor man. 
This force will be much increased by the 
growth of the free soil sentiment before 
our next Legislature. If Mr. Hannegan; 
or any other man, holding the opinions of 
Mr. Cass, in relation to the Wilmot Pro­
viso, is the Democratic candidate, he will 
he defeated. We believe that the free

declared his views upon the subject; and ! 
as they have been adopted by the Whig! 
party generally, we will give them a mo­
ments consideration. Turn to the Gen-

I
eral’s Allison letter wherein he states— 
“The [tower given by the constitution to 
the Executive to interpose his veto is a : 
high conservative power ; but in my opin- ( 
ion, should never be exercised except in 
cases of clear violation of the constitution 
or manifest haste and want of considera­
tion by Congress.” Read the sentence 
again, reader, and tell us what it amounts 
to? Can you infer from it that General 
Taylor is utterly opposed to its exercise ? 
Does he not say it is tv high conservative 
power? Besides, is the remark equiva­
lent either to a belief that the veto should 
never be used, or a positive declaration, on 
his part, that he will never exercise it if 
elected ? Hasty legislation,—violation of 
the constitution!—who does the old Hero 
make the judge of such cases, Congress 
or the people ? No! himself alone. Mea­
sures most important to the prosperity of 
the people are, therefore, as much subject 
to his discretion, as was the National Bank 
to John Tyler’s. Not a sentence in the 
whole letter ties his hands; on the contra­
ry, he is left full liberty to cut and carve 
at his pleasure. If he is elected, and a 
bill for the Improvement of Rivers and 
Harbors should pass both Houses of Con- 
grooo, who can say that he stands solemn­
ly pledged to give it his sanction? If a 
bill containing the principles of the Wil­
mot Proviso, should be equally fortunate 
in Congress, is the General any more ob­
ligated by the letter, from which we have 
quoted, to abstain from the exercise of his 
veto? No! On the other hand, he al­
lows himself a wide sea of discretion to 
play in. Governed by his own caprices, 
he can set his heel upon the popular will, 
and afterwards justify himself under John 
Tyler’s celebrated plea of conscientious 
scruples.

According to Gen. Taylor, then, the ve­
to is no more or less than a mighty con­
stitutional discretionary power. Is there 
any real difference between his opinions 
thus expressed, and that of the Democra­
cy ? Do they put chains upon the action 
of their Executive? Do </«v/, resolving 
themselves into a great dictatorial com­
mittee, strip Gen. Cass of all discretiona­
ry right upon questions of public policy ? 
No! How insignificant then, is their differ­
ence of opinion.

It is an absolute presidential perogative, 
shouts Gen. Taylor ; as the constitution 
clothes him with the power, lot our Exec­
utive use his veto whenever he pleases, 
echoes back the Democracy.

Let the Old Hunkers of both parties 
bring their hair splitters to the considera­
tion of this subject, and make out, if they 
can, a sufficiently distinct difference be­
tween the opinions of Gen. Taylor and 
the democrats, to constitute a fair party 
issue.

But view the veto in another light.
We have already given an exposition of 

Whig sentiments in relation to its exercise. 
It has been a favorite subject with their 
speakers and editors. They have poured 
vials full of bitter abuse over the graves 
of the dead, and upon the fame of the 
living statesmen, who, in the course of 
their respective administrations, have 
found it necessary, and, therefore, dared 
use this tremendous power. Did they all 
this with a view to check the exercise of, 
or strike the power itself entirely from 
the constitution ? If so, we believe nine- 
tenths of that great party have been mis­
led. They certainly do not see that to 
check or alter the veto, they must batter 
down the constitution itself. In all their 
ranks we do not believe they have a Dan- 
ton hold and reckless enough to hawk at 
that sacred instrument so seriously. We, 
therefore, can sec but one result to all 
their opposition—the constitution will re­
main unchanged and still vest the power 
so long as it exists.

What then becomes of this mighty ques-

soil party will have in their hands the con­
trolling power, and we have no hesitation 
in saying that they will use it. The only 
man who can represent us in the U. S. 
Senate, is a man who is an open and ac­
knowledged opponent to the extension of 
Slavery, or to the non-interference doc­
trines of Cass. If such a man is not eho-

■

sen, the election will not take place until 
the next winter. Thus much relative to 
the election of a Senator.

If we are asked, Who will get the Elec­
toral vote of Indiana? we answer, without 
a moments hesitation, that, if the vote 
were cast to-morrow for electors, Cass 
would carry the State by many thousands. 
Taylor men do not, for a moment, believe 
that there is the remotest prospect of car­
rying the State for Rough and Ready.— 
The only choice left, then, is, to give the 
State to Cass or Van Buren—the one a 
a Slavery-extensionist, the other a Free 
Soil man.

Which would the Whigs—the masses 
of whom we believe to be honest Wilmot 
Proviso men—prefer seeing receive the 
electoral vote of Indiana ? The union of 
the Whig free soil men with our party, is 
the only hope of defeating Cass in this 
Stale. Taylor’s cause is hopeless. Van 
Buren is the representative of free soil, 
which our Whig brethren tell us, they 
consider a paramount principle. What 
can they lose by leaving a cause already 
hopeless? Nothing; but they may and 
can give our State for Free Soil, when 
otherwise it would go for Cass and the ex­
tension of Slavery. If the Whig party 
would come up to the support of Free 
Soil, thousands of the Democratic party 
would also come and fight with them, 
shoulder to shoulder. Van Buren is their 
first choice—their sympathies are with 
him—the sympathies of the Whig party 
arc with the cause we advocate. The 
Whigs, by dropping the regular ticket, 
can save the State ; otherwise it is lost— 
lost to freedom and humanity.

Wo suggest these things for candid con­
sideration.

But, perhaps, it is said that we should, 
being at present in the minority, join with 
the Whigs. Well, if, within one month 
from this time, Gen. Taylor will come out 
openly and tell the world that he is in 
favor of the Wilmot Proviso—opposed to 
the extension of Slavery, and will pledge 
himself to veto any bill passed for that 
unholy purpose, the Free Soil Party w[\\ 
give him Indiana by a triumphant majori­
ty. We battle for principles, not men.— 
But nothing of the kind will be said. The 
old Soldier’s lips are hermetrically sealed 
by the Slave power.

But, again : if we cannot carry the 
State, what will we accomplish by our 
movement? Much, very much. We 
can give a large vote; and that vote, 
strong as it evidently will be, will be a high 
conservative power, operating to keep in 
check our dough-faced Congressmen and 
Senators. Let it be told in their ears that 
Indiana has spoken in favor of Free Soil 
to the amount of 30,000 votes, and that 
the masses sympathise with their move­
ment, and you will find no more dough­
faces; their votes will, from that time, 
appear of record on the side of right and 
freedom. A change will also take place in 
their minds, and for the better. This 
much, at least, we can and will accom­
plish ; and even this will be a moral and 
political triumph.

We learn from the Cincinnati Gaz­
ette, that a Free Soil Club has been or­
ganized at Lafayette, Louisiana. Several 
meetings were held by the members. The 
Mayor issued his proclamation, warning 
them to beware of infringements of the 
Black Code.

The New Orleans Commercial Bulletin 
says, it is the intention of the Free Soil- 
ers of Louisiana to run a Van Buren 
ticket in that State.

Hurrah ! This is cheering. It comes 
like a flash of light from the South !

Naturalized Citizens.
Men who have sought our country from 

foreign lands, have a deeper interest in 
the success of the free soil movement than, 
perhaps, even our native citizens. They 
have, in common, the some patriotism, the 
same love of country ; but, in addition, 
they have friends daily escaping from the 
thraldom of European bondage,and arri­
ving in this country, to enjoy the inesti­
mable rights of freemen. They come to 
add to the amount of free labor in our 
country ; for the masses of them are in­
dustrious laboring men.

Do you wish your brethren, when they 
arrive on our shores, to have the privilege 
o( settling in any part of this great coun­
try—to seek a home, if they see proper, 
in our territories, where they can secure 
the rewards of honest industry and feel 
that labor is honorable? If so, then we 
say, you must keep the territories free, 
for let them have Slavery fastened upon 
them, and labor at once becomes a degra­
ded tiling.

Think you that a man who has a soul 
to feel, will emigrate to a land for the pur­
pose of earning his bread by the sweat of 
his brow, when he sees advertised in the
papers such things as these: “For sale:__
A good Shoemaker; also, at the same time 
and place, a good Carpenter, and three 
common laborers,” &c? No! Place Sla­
very over our territories that are now free, 
and, from the fact that labor is made de­
grading, you stop the doors of emigration, 
and preclude honest laborers from mak­
ing homes in their fertile valleys. Should 
lids be so? The Free, Soil party say
NEVER.

We seek to elevate the masses. Ours 
is the only true democracy. Freedom is 
our watchword. We any Free Labor is 
the strength—the glory, of our country, 
and should never be debased b_y any in­
fluence. Our doctrine is, that every free­
man who wishes it, shall go into our ter­
ritories, feeling that he will not be looked 
down upon by the planters, and sneered 
at by the blacks themselves.

We say to all, examine these things for 
yourselves. You come from foreign lands, 
but you love the country of your adop­
tion. What is best for that country and 
for yourselves as freemen ? Form your 
own opinions. Reason and think for your­
selves; and, as you honestly come to con­
clusions, act.

(£rMr. Butler, a Democratic Senator 
from South Carolina; in a speech on the 
Oregon bill, said :

pass your law excluding slavery from 
New Mexico and California, I wduld advise my 
constituents from California to go out there with 
their slave property, and with their arms in their 
hands, to protect their rights in those territories.
I would recommend them m go out there armed 
to the teeth to defend themselves. You may call 
this nullification,or whatever\ou please; but this 
is what I should do. Gentlemen nropose to admit 
/••tj/t, Scotch, Germans, Dutch, all the refuse pop­
ulation oi Europe, it they choose to go and settle 
in these tenitories, hut a Gentleman from the 
Sof>ih, with his negroes, is to he excluded.”

Do you hear that ? Dow do our adopted 
citizens like the distinction made between 
them and Gentlemen, by u Southern slave- 
holding Democrat ? But. as we have said, 
the result of slavery is to degrade honest 

\ free labor. Go and vote with Mr. Butler 
for Cass, it you wish to have slavery ex* 
tended further.

b rkk Soil among tiik Germans.— 

i he New York Democrat, of New 
York City, the German Tribune, St. 
Louis, the Louisville Messenger, and 
the Illinois Slants Y^'itung, German pa­
pers, have all raised ihc Hag of Free 
Soil. The Germans are industrious 
hard working citizens, and go against 
the extension ol slavery, because it has 
a tendency to degrade free labor, and 
to shut out free laborers from the coun­
try where it is established.

They Come ! They Come!!
We find from our Eastern exchanges 

that the ball is still in motion. The Al­
bany Atlas gives the following items of 
news.

I he Democrat and Freeman, the leading organ 
ot the Independent Democrats of New Hamp­
shire, takes down lira name of Hale, and runs up 
the banner of Van Buren and Adams.

The Liallston Detnocr u, which Iras sustained 
thus far tbo Cass and Butler ticket, Helds to the 
force of public opinion and to the convictions of 
the editor, and striking the black flag of slavery 
is ready to fight under the pure banner of Free­
dom.

The editor of the New Brunswick Times, tlio 
Democratic organ of Middlesex countv, New 
Jersey, offers to sell the paper to Gen. Cass. If 
the offer is not taken up in one week, he will 
raise the. flag of Van Buren and Adams.

Tim Windham County Democrat, Brattleboro, 
Vt., raises the names of Van Buren and Adams.

Ihe Keene Ptilladiutn and the Dover Advocate 
have sprung up to battle in the same cause.

'I’lie Hampshire Herald, Muss., has been united 
with the Northampton Courier, and will support 
Van Buren and Adams.

The Free World, published at Salem, Mass., 
holds up the banner ol the Free cause.

Questions ami Answers.
People.—Arc you in favor of the Wil­

mot Proviso ?
Old Zack.—I have adopted the princi- 

ciple not to give my opinions on the great 
questions at issue between the political 
parties.

People.—Are you in favor of the Wil­
mot Proviso ?

Gen. Cass.—The noise and confusion 
would prevent my being heard in answer 
to that question.



Objections.
The Cass men oppose Cron. Taylor be­

cause, they say, he is opposed to the Wil- 
mot Proviso principle. They devote their 
principal articles, and great portions of 
their papers to show this as an objection­
able feature in the Whig Hunker candi­
date, and having shown this, they arrive 
at the conclusion that Cass is preferable 
to Taylor. We do not feel inclined to ad­
mit their conclusions. We believe that 
their candidate is just as objectionable as 
Gen. Taylor; and we think that the war 
between the Cass men and the Taylor 
men in their recriminations, is just about 
as amusing as the quarrel between the 
kettle and the pot, when each called the 
other black, forgetting all about its own 
color. If the fact that Gen Taylor is 
against the Wilmot Proviso is objectiona­
ble, is not Cass equally as much so? It 
seems hypocritical to us to hear men object 
to Taylor, and give as a reason that he is 
in favor of the extension of slavery, and 
then turn round and huzza for Cass, when 
they are aware of the same objection ap­
plying to him. We have the same objec­
tion to both the Old Hunter candidates, 
and the question seems to address itself 
to us in this wise. Do you think that it 
would be good policy, independent of the 
moral question, to make territory now free 
into slave territory ? Would it be for the 
best interest of our common country?— 
Would you, for instance, wish slavery ex­
tended into the State of Indiana? Cer­
tainly not, because it would destroy our 
prosperity—its obvious tendency would 
be to create a competition between free 
labor. and slave labor, injurious to the 
mass of laboring people—the price of real 
estate would go down to one half its pres­
ent value. These things are made evi­
dent propositions by comparing Ohio and 
Kentucky, or Indiana and Tennessee.— 
Well, we have acquired territory which is 
every whit as free as our own State—it 
belongs to our common country--not to any 
section, but the whole country. What is 
our duty to that country and to posterity ? 
To do what will be best for the whole 
country, independent of any sectional in­
terest. If we believe that slavery is a curse 
wherever it is established, will we permit 
that curse to blight a portion of our coun­
try, merely because it will be for the pecu­
niary interest of a few persons? Would 
that be patriotism, or an extended love of 
country? But if we take the views of 
Gen. Cass we must say, we will let our 
country go. If a few persons in the ter­
ritory say we will have slavery, we have 
no right to interfere. If they see proper 
to mar the beauty and cripple the energies 
of a large portion of our domain, we, the 
people to whom it belongs, have no right 
to say we will preserve our own soil, and 
our country, even at the expense of the 
pockets of a few slaveholders. Away with 
such contemptible notions of the rights 
and powers of freemen! But you who go 
for Cass and still profess to be Free Soil 
men, by electing Cass you gain a candidate 
pledged to oppose your own opinions.— 
By electing Van Buren, one pledged to 
carry them out. Choose between them 
after examination, and without prejudice. 
Act for your country, not for party. Re­
member the question is not who. is the 
nominee, but whose administration will bo 
best for my country.

The People are Thinking—They are 
Acting.—The free soil movement is gain­
ing ground with a rapidity that astonishes 
even its most sanguine supporters, and 
makes the knees of Old Hunkerism trem­
ble and smite together. All hail to the 
party of Freedom ! If her steps continue 
at the same pace until the 7th of Novem­
ber next,Cass, Taylor and Slavery-exten­
sion will be among things looked for, but 
not found. The hand writing has been 
seen upon the wall. They are weighed 
and found wanting.

Indiana isshakingoff her lethargy ; 
papers are being established. Seven Free 
Soil papers are battling within her borders. 
Meetings are appointed, and the people 
anxious to hear and decide for them­
selves. If the Free Soilers don’t stop, we 
will soon have to take back our admission, 
that the State would go for Cass, and af­
firm on the contrary that Van Buren 
will carry it. We will always be glad to 
take anything back, when convinced that 
we are wrong.

0^7= Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, and 
all New England are on fire. The feeling 
has been pent up, but with the force of a 
volcano it has now broken forth, and the 
shout of freemen is now for free soil, free 
labor, and free men.

0^7=* We notice that R. D. Owen and 
Jesse D. Bright are to speak at Liberty, 
and on the next day at Centreville. Mr. 
Bright, being a slaveholder, and in favor 
of introducing slavery into New Mexico 
and California, is a very fit advocate of 
the election of Gen. Cass.—Journal.

Iteasons why Gen. Taylor should 
he elected.

The Hon. R. W. Thompson, in an Old 
Hunker speech at the Great Whig Ral­
ly (?) which came off in this city, on the 
31st of last month, gave divers reasons 
why Gen. Taylor should be removed from 
the army to the Presidency. Among many 
of the same brood, we caught the seven 
following:—

he should be promoted—

I. Because he was nominated by the 
Philadelphia Convention—that is, by the 
Southern Slavery-Extensionists, who, in 
that Convention, so deliberately cut the 
throats of Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, 
John McLean, John M. Clayton, &c.

II. Because he won the victories of 
Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Monterey, 
and Buena Vista.

III. Because he wears old clothes, and 
unlike Gen. Cass,is a boor in manners.— 
(This latter fact we take the liberty of 
denying.)

IV. Because, when he left Point Isa­
bel for Fort Brown, he declared he would 
fight the Mexicans wherever he met them.

V. Because he has an old horse, called 
‘Old Whitey’—a horse which, Mr. Thomp­
son says, bore the brave old General 
through his hottest battles, is braver than 
his master, because the General duked a 
cannon ball that “Old Whitey” (ZidnV, and 
which (believe it who will!) is actually 
said to have a white mane and a white 
tail!

Gen. Taylor—-Still Another JLetter.
The Charleston Evening News pub­

lishes the following extract of a letter 
from Gen. Taylor to a friend in Charles­
ton. The letter is withoutdnte, but by ! 
its reference to the Philadelphia Con ven-. 
tion, it will be seen that it was written 
recently.

“I never had any aspiraiions for the 
presidency, nor have I now, farther 
than the wishes of my friends are con­
cerned in the matter; nor would I 
have it on any other terms than I stated 
when the subject was first agitated, 
which is, that my acceptance must be 
without pledges of being trammeled in 
any way, so that I could be the Presi­
dent of the whole Nation and not of a 
Party.

“I have accepted the nomination of 
the Philadelphia convention, as well as 
the nomination of many primary as­
semblies gotten up in various sections 
of the Union, in some instances, irre­
spective of party ; and would have ac­
cepted the nomination of the Baltimore 
Convention, had. it been tendered on the 
same terms. I am now [uWySCnot fair!y, 
before the country as a candidate for 
the Chief Magistracy; and if it should 
be my good or bad fortune to be elec­
ted, I trust my course will be such for 
the most part, as regards the manage­
ment of our National allairs, as will 
meet the approbation of my fellow-citi- j 
zens. Should they fail to do so, they 
will, I flatter myself, have the charity 
to attribute my errors to the head and 
not to the heart. Very respectfully, 
your friend, Z. TAYLOR.”

Gen. Taylor’s Tetters.
VI. Because he honestly admitted that 

he knew nothing about politics or govern­
ment ; and that he would, therefore, leave 
the administration with Providence—that 
is, to take care of itself.

VII. Because he positively declared 
that if he has any principles, the world 
and people whose President he is to be, 
shan’t know anything about them.

Sensible men ! these are beautiful ar­
guments why a man should be elected Pre­
sident of this Republic, are they not ?

If Mr. Thompsing will call at our 
office he can have a pair of boots free of 
charge.

Another Tetter from Gen. Taylor-- 
Acceptance of the Charleston 
Nomination.

The following we take from the Charles­
ton Mercury, of the 22d ult. It is the 
official correspondence between the chair­
man of the late Taylor meeting in Charles­
ton, and Gen. Taylor :

Mr. Pringle to Gen. Taylor.
Charleston, July 26, 1848.

Sir : In conformity with the desire of 
my fellow-citizens, I have the honor here­
with to transmit to you a newspaper con­
taining an account of a very large meet­
ing of the Democratic citizens of Charles­
ton, S. C., held for the purpose of select­
ing you as their candidate for the Presi­
dency of the United States. Over this 
meeting the agreeable duty of presiding 
was assigned to me. The preamble and 
resolutions adopted at it so fully explain 
the views of my fellow-citizens, as to need 
no comment from me. Permit me how­
ever, on my part to add, that with a con 
fidence in that honesty and independence 
of purpose, which you have exhibited in 
every position in which it has been your 
lot to serve your country. I entertain the 
fullest conviction, that, should it be our 
good fortune to see you elected to that 
high station, you will so administer the 
laws of our country, that each section of 
it will be protected in the right which it 
was intended by the framers of the Con­
stitution should be guaranteed to all, by 
that noble instrument, which can only 
prove inadequate when it is perverted by 
designing or misguided politicians.

I am, sir, with high consideration and 
respect, your obedient servant,

WM. BULL PRINGLE.
To Gen. Z. Taylor.

Gop. Taylor's Reply.
Baton Rouge, La., Aug 9, 1848.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your communication of the 
26th ultimo, officially announcing to me 
my nomination for the Presidency by a 
large meeting of the Democratic citizens 
of Charleston, S. C., held at that city on 
the 26th ult., and over which you were 
the presiding officer.

This deliberate expression of the friend­
ly feeling existing toward me among a 
large and respectable portion of the citi­
zens of your distinguished State, has been 
received by me with emotions of profound 
gratitude; and though it be but a poor re­
turn for such a high and unmerited honor, 
I beg them to accept my.heartfelt thanks.

Concluding that this nomination, like all 
others which I have had the honor of re­
ceiving from assemblages of my fellow ci­
tizens in various parts of the Union, has 
been generously offered me, without pledg­
es or conditions, it is thankfully accepted ; 
and I beg you to assure my friends, in 
whose behalf you are acting, that should 
it be my lot to fill the office for which I 
have been nominated, it shall be my un­
ceasing effort, in the discharge of its res­
ponsible duties, to give satisfaction to my 
countrymen.

With the assurances of my high esteem, 
1 have the honor to be, your obedient ser­
vant, Z. TAYLOR.

To W. B. Pringle, Esq.

Bronson hotter, August 
10. 1817

“ I notd hardly add. 
that I cannot, m a/n. 
ase, permit myself to he 
brought before the peoph- 
exclusiveli/ by any of tht 
political parties that now 
so unfortunately divide 
our country, as a candi­
date for this office” (the 
Presidency.)

Letter of Acceptance, 
July 15, 18-18.

“ Looking to the com­
position of the Conven­
tion, and its numerous 
and patriotic constituen- j 
•y, I feel deeply grateful j 
for the honor conferred j 
upon me, and for the dis­
tinguished confidence im­
plied in my nomination 
by it to the highest office 
in the gift of the Ameri­
can people. I cordially 
'leapt that nomination."

Allison Letter, April 22, 
1843.

“ I have no conceal­
ment—7 hold no opinion 
which I would not readily 
proclaim to my assembled 
countrymen."

McConhe.y Letter. 
u I have laid it down as 

a principle, not to give my 
opinions upon the various 
questions of policy now 
it issue between the po­
litical parties of the coun­
try.”

0^7” What do you think of them?

The spirit of our Communications. I
The following extract will serve as a | 

specimen of a number of our late com­
munications :

“ Gentlemen :—I send you the names 
of twenty subscribers for the Free Soil 
Banner with the subscription money en­
closed. We will forward other names in 
a few days.

“ The topic to which your Press is now 
devoted has but recently attracted public 
attention among our people ; but wherev­
er canvassed, commands favor Good 
men and true have declared for it, and 
before the November Polls, we trust to be 
able to make more than a show of empty 
hands. Yours, truly,

“JOHN U. PETTIT. 
“Messrs. Greer & Wallace.”

For the Banner.
Gen. Taylor’s Tast Dream.

The man of war and the just fledged 
politician lay lost in slumber.

Visions multitudinous passed rapidly 
through his brain. Satiated with military j 
renown—tired of battle-fields, his ambi­
tion played, even in his dreams, with that | 
scarcely less dazzling bubble—political : 
glory.

As Napoleon thought as the Emperor 
of France, grandly and sublimely, so the 
hero of Buena Vista dreamed as a candi­
date for the Presidency of America.

He saw the Ides of November come and 
go; and, despite himself, his great, stern 
heart, which had beat untremblingly amid 
the thunder of Palo Alto, throbbed quick­
er and excitedly.

He thought he sat on a broken artillery 
wheel, amid the smoke-wreaths, and the 
dead and dying of Buena Vista. He heard i 
a fife—it was whistling a favorite funeral i 
dirge. He heard a drum—it sounded hol­
low and solemn beneath the common-time 
beat of death. He looked ; and his heart 
grew still, as a long, black-robed train 
wound slowly round the head of a ravine, 
and approached him from Saltillo. At its 
head he saw four men, craped from head 
to foot, and seemingly guarding a tall, 
slow-motioned body, which stalked along 
solemnly and deliberately between them, 
completely enveloped in tbs folds of an 
immense black velvet pall.

Nearer they came. The great candi­
date watched them in silence.

Directly, he thought, they stood beside 
him—they, the four men, that great, pall- 
enveloped, mysterious something, and 
that awe-inspiring funeral train, which, to 
his eye of dreams., seemed interminable 
as it stretched away over plain and pla­
teau.

Then the fife hushed its dirge—the 
drum ceased its measured beat.

Very goo^, Mr. Defrees! According 
to your own argument, you are as unfit an 
advocate of Gen. Taylor as Mr. Bright is 
a fit one of Gen. Cass. For both the 
Generals are slavery extensionists; where­
as, unlike Mr. Bright, you are neither a 
slaveholder, nor in favor of introducing 
slavery into New Mexico and California.

03" Le ven worth, a story of the Mis­
sissippi and the prairies, by J. D. Nourse, 
published by G. W. Noble, of Louisville, 
has been laid on our table by Messrs. Hood 
& Noble. It is a neatly got up volume, 
and abounds in thrilling narrative and 
glowing description. It can be had at the 
book store of Hood & Noble.

Then the four guards in garbs of moun 
ing, threw up the dark cowls which he 
concealed their features, and lo! thei 
before him, in his dream, stood Hear 
Clay, John McLean, Daniel Webster, ar 
John M. Clayton.

“We come!”—spake the first in tom 
which froze the auditor’s blood—
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come, deputed by the people of the Uni­
ted States, bearing you the corpse of the 
great Whig party, which sickened at Phil­
adelphia, and died of inanition, on the 7th 
of November.”

The hair of the warrior arose on his 
head—his heart stood still, petrified.

Slowly, then, lie thought, the mighty 
pall-bearers rolled back the great velvet 
pall from the corpse, and there, Great 
God ! there, with sunken eyes, nerveless 
ears, maneless neck, and drooping tail— 
there, a thing of death now, but formerly 
the pride and glory of his life—there, 
alas! stood Old Whitey!

He screamed—screamed involuntarily. 
—“Old Whitey, the corpse of the 
Great Whig Party!”—he shouted, in im­
agination, then fell prone upon the earth.

That night, he thought, he and the la­
mented corpse were buried in the same 
grave, clasped in each others arms.

He woke np, just as Dan Webster had , 
ceased chaunting.
‘Nothing they’ll reck, if they’ll let ’emslsepon, 
lu the grave where the faithful have buried ’em.’

* * *

For the Banner.
The Free Soil Cass Party, or tlie

Non-Intcrtcrence Party.
We often hear the non-interference 

principles of Cass’s Nicholson letter highly 
extolled, by many who profess to be in 
favor of free territories. If we under­
stand that letter rightly, the proposition 
is that Congress has no right and ought 
not to legislate upon the subject of slavery 
in the territories, and that the people of 
the territories have a right, at all times, 
to control the whole matter. Now, since 
that newly discovered constitutional test 
has found such favor in the eyes of the 
Cass party, why did not some delegate to 
the Baltimore Convention propose to em­
body this sentiment in the Democratic 
platform. Again, during the last session 
of Congress, when so many propositions 
were made by men of all parties, to or­
ganize the territories, why did not some 
friend of the Free Soil Cass party, pro­
pose this favorite scheme of Mr. Cass?— 
Did they think that its passage would ren­
der the further continuance of the Cass 
organization unnecessary, or did they fear 
that the prompt rejection of the measure 
by his friends, would show too plainly that 
they had no confidence in it ? Let us 
hear what the Cass organ has to say to 
this matter. B.

For the Banner.
The Texas Compromise.

President Polk, in his protest to the 
House of Representatives upon the occa­
sion of the passage of the Oregon bill, 
speaks of the Texas compromise. As the 
joint-resolution for the admission of Texas 
was passed under the auspices of the 
Whig President, John Tyler, perhaps our 
friend Defrees, of the Journal, can give 
us some information as to its terms. It is 
to be hoped that John will try his hand at 
it, for he ought to be gifted in appreciating 
such compromises. Probably some such 
compromise was made by him when he 
went to the convention a McLean delegate, 
but came home some weeks too late, re­
gretting that he had ever said that, “« re­
gard to Whig principles forbids the nomi­
nation of Gen. Taylor.”

If John of the Journal fails to enlighten 
us, it is to be hoped that some of the men, 
or boys of the Sentinel will explain the 
matter. It is certain that Mr. Polk ought 
to have some friend there, who, for the 
loaves and fishes, can translate the mean­
ing of their master. Come on, explain 
the “Texas Compromise.” I pause for a 
reply. B.

For the Free Boil Banner.
Party vs. Patriotism.

A crisis has now arrived in the af­
fairs of our country, which demands of 
every citizen intelligent and indepen­
dent action: independent of any mere 
selfish or partisan interest. The great 
contest with the slave power is now 
to be decided. The principle of des­
potism is now contending with the 
principles of Freedom, for the mastery- 
in the administration of our govern­
ment. We must now determine, wheth­
er this government, established and con­

tinued in existence to secure liberty at 
home and extend its influence airo'id, ' 
shall he degraded into an instrument 
of despotism. Whether the descen­
dants of those who fled from oppression 
to establish freedom in the wilderness, 
are prepared now in their onward 
march across the continent, to carry 
with them the evils of slavery.

Tliis great question must now be met 
and decided.

We are asked to consent to the es­
tablishment of slavery where it does 
not now exist. It is demanded that 
wherever our flag goes, slavery must 
go with it. That our glorious flag, 
which should he wherever it is unfurled} 
as the brazen serpent, in the wilderness, 
that whoever looks upon it, should 
spring up to liberty and life, shall he 
rather tiie herald and protector of 
slavery.

Was it for this, American freemen, 
that our gallant soldiers, with unwearied 
feet and brave hearts, bore the “Stars 
and Stripes” through many a bloody 
field in Mexico? Do our hold pioneers, 
the advanced guard of civilization, ns 
they level the forest and hill-tops, 
thus labor to prepare the way for 
slavery ?

Can we yield to such demands! Can 
we thus expose ourselves to the con­
tempt of an enlightened world? Can 
we sympathize with our kindred in the 
old world, in their contest for freedom, 
while we are carrying slavery over a 
new continent, and forging chains for 
future generations?

No, our very7 instinct, not to say our 
reason or our religion, shrinks from 
such a result.

This question must now be decided, 
and there is much reason to fear the 
issue of tiie contest. If Freedom pre­
vails, it must he by the unwearied ef­
forts of her friends. The great obstacle 
to a happy issue, \s party feeling. Let 
every friend of freedom carefully con­
sider that if slavery succeeds, it will be 
because of party feeling. Because we 
are unwilling to sacrifice, notour favo­
rite principles and measures, hut our 
par Li j organization.

Now is the time for men to show their 
love of liberty—for citizens to prove 
their love of country.

Who is not willing for once to sacri' 
fice his party organization, that the 
great principles of “Free Soil and Free 
Labor” may he forever established.— 
How fruitful in blessings would he such 
a victory7, compared with the barren­
ness of a mere party triumph.

Let all who love their country, its 
honor, and its permanent prosperity, 
examine the subject and act as their 
enlightened reason and conscience shall 
dictate.

Let us unite and engage in the pres­
ent contest, with the power of slavery.

Let men oi' all parties forget for the 
present all minor differences, and con­
tend together for essential, vital princi­
ples.

Let them he a “union of Freemen 
for the sake of Freedom,” and a certain 
and glorious victory awaits us.

“ PENN.”

TUST received nt GRAY DON’S, Sign of the Saw,
I J an extensive assortment of articles in the house- 
[ keeping line, such as Shovel and Tongs, Andirons,
; (Brass and iron with brass tops.) Iron Ladles, in setts 
i or separate ; Brass and Iron Candlesticks; Snuffers, 
i Co lee Mills, Patent Woiiie Irons, and Coffee Roast- 
i ers; Brass Kettles, Patent Enamelled, do.; Castings, 
i such as Ovens, Skillets, Sugar Kettles, Odd Lids, 

&.c.; Wooden Bowls, Barrel Churns ol Cedar; Patent 
Lard Lamps, full assortment, Lump Wicks, Globes, 
Chimney Classes, Spittoons, Lanthorns, Window 

I Shades, transparent, &c. &c. 3
D. €. TEAL,

COMMISSION, FORWARDING AND 
PRODUCE MERCHANT,

Three Doors West R. It. Depot, Indianapolis, Ivd. 
rpHE above House has the best arrangements for 
JL storing and shipping flour and produce, and ha­
ving a connection with a flour house in Louisville, 
Ky., for selling, can always command the highest 
prices at the least possible expense.

Liberal advances made on consignmenis. 3

DOUGLASS & ELDEK,
BOOK AND JOB PRINTERS, 

Indianapolis, Ind.
Office in Blake’s building, on Washing­
ton street, opposite Brownings Hotel.

NEW GOODS.
HHHE subscriber has just returned from the Eastern 
_i_ Cities, and is now opening tit his Store, corner 

ol Washington and Meridian Streets, Sign of the 
Saw, a very extensive assortment of articles in the 
Hardware line, which have been purchased at re­
duced prices, and will be disposed of at lower rates 
than ever before at this place. Call and examine be­
fore buying.

3 ALEXANDER GRAYDON.

STOVES.
TUST received alGKAY'DON'S, Sign of the Saw, 
•J an extensive assortment of Cooking Stoves with 
Copper and Tin Furniture complete. Also, 7 plate 
Stoves, and 1 splendid Church Stove. All of these 
Stoves being cast of superior metal, and being much 
heavier in the plates than those usually brought to 
this city, can be confidently recommended to the 
public. They will be sold low. Call and see. 3

fUST received at CRAY DUN’S, Sign of the Saw, 
•J a Fall supply of Wm. Rowland’s celebrated Mill 
and Cross Cut Saws, of all sizes, warranted to be 
good. Also, a lew of Hoe’s Cast Steel Mill Saws, 
fiom New York. Pannel and Hand Saws, from $1 
to $2 75. Wood Saws, a very superior article. Cir­
cular Saws, and all other kinds of small saws used 
by mechanics. 8

COACH TRIMMINGS.
TUST received at CRAY DON’S, .Sign of the Saw, 

a very desirable assortment of Coach Laces, 
fringes, latent Leather, Top Leather, Cum Cloth, 
Curtain Stuff, ,00 Carpeting, Tuffs, Moss, Hubbands,
eV-C. &.c. 3

TUST received at CRAYDON’S, Sign of the Saw, 
J a large assortment of Augurs, ot Slack’s, and 
oilier best makers; also, Millwright Chisels, morti­
cing and firmer chisels, turning eliisels and gouges, 
corner chisels, blind chisels, hodow augurs; broad, 
hand, and chopping axes, of Hunt’s, Collins’s, or 
tVlann’s manulacture; Coopers’ tools, assorted; cur­
rier’s tools, assorted, &c. 3
j UST received at CRAY DON’S, .Sign of theSaw 

a large assorlinenl of Class and Mahogany Knobs, 
Mahogany Veneeis, Hair Cloth, (plain and damask.) 
Table Hinges, Cabinet Files, Looking Class Flates, 
&.C. deC. 3

BLACKSMITH’S TOOLS.
TUST received at CRAY’DON’S, Sign ol theSaw, 
•J a full assortment of Bellows, English Anvils, 
Solid Box and Common Vices, Screw Plates, Sledges, 
and Hammers, &c. 3

TO CARPENTERS.
TUST received at GRAY DON’S, Sign of the Saw, 

*' a beautiful article of finishing, nails, 3th and dm 
sizes. Gail and see. 3

SIS LET ZINC.
TUST received at GRAYDON’S, Sign of the Saw, 

** a quantity of sheet zinc; also cake zinc. 3

J. H. M’KLRNAN. JESSE JONES.

NEW ESTABLISHMENT.
rpHE undersigned having formed a co-partnership 
X in the Dry Goods business, would respectfully 
inform the public, that they have on hand a large 
and general assortment of Dry Goods, Groceries, 
Queensware, Cotton Yarns, Boots, Shoes, Hats, 
Caps, <$ic.

In addition to cash, they will take all kinds of 
country produce and marketing in exchange for their 
goods. Persons wishing to purchase are invited to 
give them a call, as they will sell as low as any other 
establishment in town.

McKERNAN & JONES.
3 Three doors west of Browning’s Hotel.

JAMES HALL & CO. 
MERCHANT TAILORS,

No 2, Palmer House, Washington St. Indianapolis. 
[VI ANUFACTURERS, and Wholesale and Retail 

J-T.l. Dealers in ready made Clothing, Cloths, Cas- 
sirneres, Vestings, Trimmings, and every description 
of Gentlemen’s Furnishing. 3

W. B. GREER. E. COBURN
GREER & COBURN,

Attorneys & Counsellors at Law.
Indianapolis, Indiana.

TX7TLL promptly attend to any professional bu- 
vy si ness entrusted to them in this and the neigh­

boring counties of the State.
Strict attention will be given to the collection and 

securing of debts.
Office on Meridian, two doors north of Washing­

ton Street.

GROCERY & PROVISION STORE.
IpiIE subscriber continues to offer for sale at his 
X Store, one door West of the Post Office, a va­
riety of Free Soil and other goods, viz: Loaf, Crushed, 
and N. O. Sugar, Sugar House and N. O. Molasses, 
Rio and Java Coffee, Ground and unground Pepper, 
Spice, Cinnamon, Cloves and Ginger, Rice. Sal era - 
tus, Starch, Bar and Shaving Soap, Fine cut, Pressed, 
Cavendish, Ladies Twist, Missouri, Virginia chewing 
and cut smoking tobacco; Spanish, Canona, Regalia, 
Half Spanish and Common Cigars; Candies, Nuts, 
Matchis, Blacking, Cun Caps, Powder, Shot, and 
bar lead; also a variety of Wooden ware, viz: Wash 
Tubs, Cedar and Common Buckets; Zinc and Com­
mon Wash Boards ; Shaker and Common Brooms ; 
Whisks, Mats, Childrens'Chairs, Rolling and clothes 
pins, Butter Moulds, Ladles, Dishes and Baskets, 
Class, Queensware, Earthen and Stone Ware; also, 
Cast Iron Plows, Points, Lundsides, Waggon Boxes, 
Skillets, Odd Lids, Kettles, Blacksmith Tools, and 
Fanning Mill Irons. He also deals extensively in 
Wheat, Flour, Meal, Corn, Oats, Flax Seed, Timo­
thy, Clover Seed, Bacon, Lard, Butter, Cheese, Eggs, 
Chickens,Turkeys, Apples, Potatoes, fire wood, Ac,

Thankful for past favors, he humbly solicits a con­
tinuance of them, trusting that by strict attention 
to business, he will continue to'merit public pat­
ronage. J, FOOTE.

Indianapolis, Sept. 4. 1848. 3

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON,
A T Indianapolis. Diseases of women and chil 

W ten, and all chronic cases of the spine and chi 
will receive his special attention.

HFr Office over Talbott’s Jewelry Store, opposi 
Browning’s Hotel. 3
E. 11. HOOD.

HOOD ({• NOBLE,
D. W. NOBJ.K.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS,
North side Washington Street, Indianapolis.

J it HANNA,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS If

DRY GOODS, GROCERIES, CONFECT 101 
ARY, BOOTS, SHOES, HATS, CAPS, AND 

STRA W GOODS. A LS<)- IRON, 
NAILS AND CASTINGS,

AND A GENERAL STOCK OF

Foreign and Domestic Liquors.

THEY purchase all sorts of Produce, and pay cash 
X and Goods therelor.

They offer their goods for sale at the lowest mar­
ket rates lor ready pay.

Store opposite Branch Bank, Indianapolis.

DEPOT HOUSE.
INDIAN AO LIS, INDIANA. 

TMIE undersigned having taken the above hot 
JL lor a term of years, is now prepared to acco. 

modate all who may favor him with their custom.
The above house, which has been recently built 

R. B. Duncan, ol theCitv of Indianapolis, is situni 
in said City, a few rods east of the Depot of I 
Madison and Indianapolis Rail Road Company, up 
one of the most beautiful and healthy sites in i 
City; is a large and commodious

THREE STORY BRICK BUILDING, 
With a porch to each story, extending the ent 
length ol the building, upon which a door opens fr< 
each room. The rooms are large and, well vend 
ted, and the entire house is well protected from i 
sun by shade trees.
BAGGAGE WILL BE TAKEN TO AND FRC 

THE DEPOT. WITHOUT TROUBLE OR 
CHARGE TO THE OWNER.

It is the intention of the undersigned to keep 
table as well furnished aud his bedding iu as gc 
style and condition as that of any house in the Ci 
and he promises that every effort on his part will 
exerted to render his house as comfortable for tn 
ellers and City boarders, as any in the City, and tl 
his prices will be reasonable. There is connec 
with this establishment,

LARGE AND COMMODIOUS STABLES, 
Where horses will be taken cave of in the best pos­
sible manner. Persons wishing to take passage in 
stages, will at all times be accommodated without 
trouble.

Travellers by Railroad, can have one-half hour’s 
more rest in the morning at this house, than any in 
the city.

Bills 25 per cent, cheaper than any house in the 
city. BANNER LAWHEAD.

Indianapolis,Sept. 4, 1848. 3



SPEECH OF J. H. CRAVENS,
At the Great Van Buren and Adams

Ratification Meeting in Fifth Street
Market, Cincinnati, August 24.

[Reported for the Herald by J. V. Smith.]

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of this 
Assembly < — I find myself in rather 
strange harness to-night. All my life 
until the meeting of the Philadelphia 
Convention,! have beena Whig—I was 
a whig until the dissolution of the party 
at Philadelphia. I grew with itsgrowth, 
strengthened with its strenth, and, un­
fortunately, as a Whig, died with its 
death. I have lashed Martin Van Bu­
ren up and down through the length 
and breadth of Indiana, with a cat of 
nine-tails. I did so because he was 
ruled by the slave power. I have been 
asked, how can you make a speech for 
Van Buren ? Well, I don’t know.— 
That is what I am going to try now. 
If you will give me your attention, I 
will tell you why it is our duty to or­
ganize ourselves in the free States, 
against the encroachments of the slave 
power, and for self-defence. (Here Mr. 
C. passed to a rapid but masterly re­
view of the whole history of the slave 
power, as connected with the Federal 
Govern men t, commencing with the con­
cessions demanded on the one hand and 
granted on the other, at the adoption 
of the constitution—the sanction of the 
slave trade for twenty years — the re­
sult of the Louisiana purchase—the ad­
mission of Missouri — the purchase of 
Florida — the subsequent and conse­
quent war with the Indians for the se­
curity of Georgian slaveholders—the 
admission of Texas—the yielding up of 
a portion of Oregon—the inter-state 
slave trade, and finally, as the acme and 
complement of guilt, the Mexican war, 
and the imperious demand that the ter­
ritory acquired thereby shall be yielded 
up for the purposes of slavery exten­
sion.) For the purpose of succoring 
the Presidential nomination, Gen. Cass 
comes out and says that Congress has 
no right in the legislation of territories, 
but that it should be left to the people 
of the territories themselves, to govern 
their own internal concerns. By the 
way, why did not this occur to Lewis 
Cass while he was drawing a fat salary 
as territorial Governor of Michigan ? 
It never occurred to him then that it 
was all unconstitutional. Gen. Cass 
says that the people of the territories 
have a right to govern their own con­
cerns—to rule themselves. If so, they 
have a right to annex themselves where 
they please—to England—for instance, 
and then all you would have to do, 
would be to send Gen. Taylor down 
there again and reconquer them. And 
still allowing this new doctrine to be 
legitimate, you would have nothing but 
a fee simple in the soil—no right to le­
gislate over your territory after it was 
acquired. And thus they would force 
upon you the conclusion that you have 
been engaged in a foreign war at an 
immense expense of money and 25,000 
lives, and now at its conclusion, you 
have not even the meagre return of the 
right to rule the territory acquired by 
that war.

As to the Philadelphia Convention I 
am loth to speak of it, for it embraced 
many of my old political friends, and I 
feel the force of old associations stick­
ing to me, but then again I think of ro 
venge for Hen ry Clay! The man, who 
for the last 25 years has been passing 
before the gaze of the civilized nations 
of the earth like a blazing meteor—-the 
very greatest of all the great men of 
our country. The Philadelphia Con­
vention attempted to cast him into the 
ocean of oblivion, because in his great 
Lexington Speech he declared his utter 
opposition to the acquisition of territory 
for the purpose of making slave states. 
After that Convention, I wondered 
where I should go ! I heard of your 
Columbus Convention but that was a 
Liberty Convention, and though its 
measures and principles and actions 
were all right, still my old prejudices 
clung to me. Then I heard of the Buf­
falo Convention, and we called a Dis­
trict convention for the purpose of 
nominating delegates to attend it. 1 
found it easy to start the pebble down 
hill, the people were all going one way. 
Your speaker was one of these dele­
gates, and assisted in nominating Mar­
tin Van Buren. I went first for the 
nomination of Judge McLean, but as 
your speaker, Mr. Lewis, has told you 
he would notallow his name to be used. 
Then I went for John P. Hale. I could 
not yet vote for Van Buren — my old 
party predilections would not leave me. 
But, my friends, I reflected that the 
great St. Paul was once Saul of Tarsus. 
(Laughter.) I have been asked, “how 
can you go for Van Buren when you 
admit that he once said he was opposed 
to the abolition of slavery in the Dis­
trict of Columbia?” I ask that Taylor 
or Cass man this question, are you in 
favor of such abolition? If so, then I 
put the question to them, is Gen. Cass 
or Gen. Taylor in favor of the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia? 
If not, then your objection to Mr. Van 
Buren is, on that occount, hypocritical, 
and wholly unworthy of an honest man!

Again. TheCassandTaylormen ask 
me, “how can you support Van Buren in 
the face of the fact, that while V. Presi­
dent he gave his casting vote in favor 
of the bill allowing Southern Postmas­
ters to abstract from the mails, papers 
and documents which the South said 
were inflammatory,and calculated to ex­
cite the slaves to insurrection, and make 
them cut their master’s throats?” Con­
gress was made to believe that there

was actual danger. I do not pretend 
to say that Southern Slaveholders were 
really afraid of insurrection. I think 
any man who will hold another in sla­
very has just and abundant cause oi 
fear and apprehension; but 1 say that 
the South insisted that inflammatory 
documents were circulated, and threat­
ened them with imminent danger.— 
Under these circumstances, Martin 
Van Buren gave his casting vote in 
favor of a second reading (mark this) 
of the bill. Now, I contend that if Mr. 
Van Buren really thought the South 
was honest in the complaint, and was 
convinced that there was danger to the 
lives of the people of the Southern 
States, by the flooding of that country 
with incendiary publications through 
the mails, it was proper that the post­
masters should be allowed to look into 
the matter, and say that the lives of our 
Southern friends were not jeopardised 
by their ‘peculiar and patriarchal in­
stitutions, (laughter.)

Now, in return, 1 ask your Cass and 
Taylor men whether you or your can­
didates are in favor of allowing publi­
cations to go through the mails that 
would incite the slaves to cut their mas­
ters’ throats? If not, then this objec­
tion, like the other, isdisengenuous and 
hypocritical, (laughter and applause.)

The Taylor men tell us that a can­
didate for the Presidency should not 
make pledges—they are now opposed 
to all pledges and platforms, or decla­
rations of principles, and so now they 
go for “King log.” These Taylor men 
remind me of the fable of the fox, which 
I read when a boy. The fox had the 
tallest and handsomest tail in the forest, 
and was forever bragging of his hand­
some and beautiful tail, but unfortu­
nately, Reynard got his tail in a trap, 
and to save his carcass, had to bite it 
off! He spent the balance of his life in 
laboring to convince the foxes that the 
prettiest thing in all God’s creation was 
a fox without a tail! (Laughter.) J ust 
so with the Taylor men. Oh yes—
they are heartily sick and tired of all 
platforms and pledges, and now devote 
their time in endeavoring to prove there 
is nothing so beautiful as a party with­
out a proclamation of principles, and 
a candidate for the highest office, with­
out pledges!

The Whig Convention at Philadel­
phia got their tails into a Southern trap, 
and were under the necessity of dis­
pensing with their principles and plat­
form, and nominate a no-party man for 
the Presidency, in order to save the 
southern limb of the party, and then 
hastily adjourned, sine die, which I sup­
pose means, never to meet again,— 
(Laughter.)

But we are told that Gen. Taylor 
won’t veto any bill that Congress may 
pass embodying the Wilmot Proviso. 
Well, now, I think that the Taylor 
party is peculiarly obnoxious to the 
same charge which it makes against 
Cass. They accuse Cass of having too 
lives written, the one for Southern cir­
culation, the other for Northern read­
ers. How is it with Gen. Taylor?— 
All over the South he is claimed as their 
man. The Southern papers advocate 
his election on the ground that he is a 
Louisiana slaveholder, and that his hab­
its, associations, interests, and feelings 
are all with the South. This may be 
called his Southern life. Now, on the 
other hand—don’t Tom Corwin and 
other prominent Taylor men in the 
North assert that their candidate is no 
friend to slavery extension, and that if 
elected he can be depended upon for 
Northern interests—that he will never 
veto the Wilmot Proviso, &c? Now 
these letters, and speeches, and news­
paper articles, proclaiming and assert­
ing one thing in one section of the 
Union and the reverse in an opposite 
section, amount to the same thing, as 
though they were published in volumes 
as the lives of General Taylor. Gen­
tlemen, you cannot doubt that both 
Cass and Taylor are in favor of slave­
ry extension. This is a charge which 
is not susceptible of direct and what 
might be called legal proof. We arc 
reduced to a secondary kind of evi­
dence. One fact that I may adduce is 
that all the Senators in Congress who 
are for Taylor, are against the Wilmot 
Proviso, with the exception of Dela­
ware, which we are getting in the ha­
bit of calling a free State. These Sen 
ators, with this exception, are opposed 
to the extension of the Wilmot Provi­
so south of 36-30.

We must infer Taylor’s position 
from what his friends do say, inasmuch 
as he will not condescend to tell us 
himself. Not thus was it with Henry 
Clay—his manly and open position 
was, and is, that Congress has the con­
stitutional power to prevent the furth­
er extension of slavery anywhere.— 
Our fathers formed the constitution, 
not for the abridgementof rights, or to 
render insecure the privileges of citi­
zens, but to secure the people free the 
blessings of liberty. In the language 
of our great platform: “Congress has 
no more right to make a slave than to 
make a kingP

We love this Union—we revere the 
institutions of our country; but it is 
maddening to reflect that while all the 
balance of the world are clamoring for 
freedom, and we hear the echoing 
shouts across the water of Liberty, 
Liberty, LIBERTY, the ' response 
borne back from the “ Model Repub­
lic” is Slavery! Slavery!! Slavery!!! 
Is it not extraordinary that we, here in 
America, are divided into THREE 
PARTIES on the question of free­
dom?

The Free Soil party, the Cass party

and the Taylor party—the two last be­
ing ready to mob the first, because they 
go for freedom!! But this question is 
now to be speedily settled. Clean 
hands, strong arms, clear heads, and 
paper bullets will do the work. Elect 
Van Buren and you will never have 
another Slave State added. [Ap­
plause.]

I was amused, the other day, on a 
steamboat, by the remarks of an old 
gentleman from Louisville, relative to 
Van Buren. Said he: “You have got, 
for your nominee, the greatest man in 
the conntry. lie is a Fox, a Wolf,o\' 
a Tioer, just as the exigencies of your 
cause may demand.” [Laughter.]

“Put up a dozen men that you want 
knocked down, and Van will do it so 
quick and so cleverly that nobody will 
know who did it! [Much laughter and 
cheers] Since 1844, Martin Van Bu­
ren has been determined to sink the 
whole crew of Southern politicians, 
and he will do it.” Banks, tariffs, etc., 
are of secondary importance—we can- j 
not adjourn the great question of Hu-' 
man Rights. We shall carry New j 
York, Massachusetts, Maine, Wiscon­
sin: will you give us Ohio? [Aye, aye, j 
aye.] That, then, will throw the elec­
tion into the House of Representatives : 
—put Martin into the House, and won't, 
he get outagain? [thunders of applause] j 
won’t he take care of things and get 
out of the House into the Presidential 
chair?

Now let me tell you how we are 
going to work it in Indiana, and we 
make no secret of it. We have got 
ten or twelve men in the Legislatureol' 
our State, and at the coming session 
we mean to be on hand in the third 
house, and stand by our men and “hold 
up their hands,” as the Preachers tell 
about. We mean to make the outside 
pressure tell upon the Indiana Legisla­
ture, and Ned Hannegan must run the 
gauntlet. We mean to electa Free 
Soil Senator,or prevent an election.— 
[Cheers.] We will send a Free Soil 
Senator or none. We tell these poli­
ticians that want offices—come over 
to the Free Soil side now, and secure 
your tickets, for hereafter there will be 
such a tremendous crowd, there will 
be no time to make changes. [Uproari- 
ous applause.] 1 understand that a 
man from my own State, (the speaker 
alluded to Hon. Caleb Smith,) made a 
a speech here the other evening and 
asserted that Martin Van Buren was 
not to be trusted! Now I ask any— 
the bitterestopponents of V. B. even— 
if he ever cheated his friends? [Loud 
and unanimous responses of no, no.] 
He gave us Whigs jesse in past cam­
paigns, and,therefore, I know it is hard 
to come round-—but my friends 1 am 
not afraid to trust Martin Van Buren 
id hen 1 am on the same side! [Laugh­
ter.]

A word about the Buffalo Conven­
tion. 1 thought previous to its session 
that I could not agree with those who 
would meet there—that the Conven­
tion would break up without agreeing 
on either men or principles. But when 
I got there I found there assembled 
statesmen, men of liberal souls, who 
were willing to give us a platform upon 
which all could stand—that platform 
was unanimously acceded to. All 
pledged themselves heartily for it— 
Gentlemen, if you will insist upon it 
that Martin Van Buren is not to be 
forgiven for past acts, which in your 
judgment are wrong, you are more se­
vere than the Almighty!! You will re­
member the parable of the woman that 
was Caught in a thing not altogether 
right, to whose accusers the Lord re­
plied: “Let him that is guiltless cast 
the first stone.” For my own part, 1 
remember my own kneeling to the 
Slave power, and I am charitable to 
others. I would ask these Taylor and : 
Cass politicians, who are free from I 
all short comings in this particular, to 
stand out as the accusers of Martin 
Van Buren.

I once voted for an available man, 
as a Whig Elector, in ’40. I voted for 
Tyler; but, so help me God, I will nev­
er vote again for availability.

Taylor and. Cass.
It is charged upon the Free Soil par 

ty, that they exhibit a special enmity 
to the Whigs, that the articles in their 
papers, and the speeches at their meet­
ings, are, for the most part, directed 
against General Taylor. Any one 
who will reflect for a moment, will see 
that there is no unfairness in this, but 
that it is the dictate of sound propriety.

General Cass is unequivocally and 
openly pledged to veto any law em­
bracing the principles of the Jefferson 
Proviso; there is no mistaking his po­
sition on this question. He talks, be-: 
sides, oi'diffusing slavery, of transport­
ing slaves into new territory; evident­
ly-intending, thereby, that New Mexi­
co and California shall be surrendered 
to the slaveholders. No sincere friend 
of free territory can possibly vote for 
General G., supposing him to be the | 
representative of his views.

But with General Taylor the case is 
widely different; his friends in the 
North and South differ entirely as to 
his views; the one holding that he is 
in favor of Slavery, the other that he 
is opposed to it; and as he declines to 
tell us “what he will or will not do” in 
the premises, some sincere friends of 
free soil may, unless his position is fully 
exposed, be betrayed into his support. 
One is an open foe who meets ns in a 
fair fight, theother seeks to circumvent 
us by stratagem; hence the greater need 
of guarding against the Whig candi­
date.— Ohio Free Soil Banner.

From the Morning Herald.
The Buffalo Convention.

They come from the mountain, they come from glen 
Their mono, 1 Free Labor, Free Soil, and Freemen,’ 
They sweep lo the rally like clouds to the storm, 
From hill-top and valley they gather and form.

They cry, 1 to the rescue!’ their march is begun, 
Their number is legion, their hearts are but one, 
Their cause is their Country, they war for the Right, 
And the minions of slavery turn pale at the sight.

At the voice of Jehovah the ocean waves stayed,
Its billows rolled back and the mandate obeyed ; 
Thus the tyrant is checked—he beholds with suprise. 
The slave power recoil when stern freeman arise.

They speak, and that voice shall awaken mankind 
From the sleep that has rested so long on the mind; 
‘ No party shall bind us, we are free from this hottr- 
We bow not in meekness to slaveholding power.’

Thou monster oppression ! shrink back to thy den, 
For the shackles have burst from the spirits of men 
They spread their broad pinions, as proudly they soar, 
Thyeflorts are vain—thoucanst bind them no more

Where slavery now rears its broad front to the day, 
Let them hug the foul fiend to their heat ts as they 

may,
But there they must stop—for we sternly proclaim, 
No slave shall polute our free soil with his chain, 

Marion County, Aug. 12, 18'18.

Why we support Mr. Van Buren*
We are often asked the question, 

How can you, who have always been 
a Whig, and never scratched a Whig 
ticket, support Mr. Van Buren for 
President!

We answer. Ourobjectin entering 
into an organization of any kind, is to 
give success to principles which we 
deem important. We share our part 
of the toil and sacrifices of a political 
struggle, simply and solely for this pur­
pose. There are to be settled in the 
present Presidential struggle, certain 
principles vital to the preservation of 
this Union, the liberties of the people, 
and the prosperity of the whole coun­
try. Foremost among these stands 
the questions, whether the National 
Government has power to govern its 
own territories, and preserve them free 
from the curse of slavery; and wheth­
er it shall now exercise that power.— 
We say these questions stand foremost. 
Not that they are more important, or 
as much so indeed, in themselves, as 
that of Constitutional action for the 
overthrow of slavery. But slavehold­
ers by their action have thrust them in 
the foremost ranks, and they have got 
to be met and settled in the present po 
litical campaign. There is no escap­
ing it. Elect Cass, and the people de­
cide that Congress has no power to 
exclude slavery from National Territo­
ries; for such is his well understood 
position before the American people. 
Elect Taylor, and the people decide 
that Congress shall not exclude slave­
ry from these territories; for the Phil­
adelphia Convention that nominated 
him, and the nomination of which he 
has accepted, rejected a resolution in 
favor of such exclusion, by laying it 
upon the table, and not again taking it 
up. Such will be the inevitable effect 
of the election of either Cass or Tay­
lor. The success of either would be 
fatal to the cause of Freedom, the in­
terests of the free States, and of the 
laboring freemen in the slave States. 
But how stands the case with Mr. Van 
Buren! He avowedly holds that Con­
gress has the power to exclude slavery 
from its territories, and ought unhesi­
tatingly to exercise that power. Elect 
him, and the people will thus decide.— 
Before this decision, slavery will stand 
abashed, and will shrink away, weak 
and enfeebled. In it, it will read its 
doom, and shake, like Belshazzar at the 
hand writing upon the wall. Why 
then should we not vote for him? why 
not contribute to the making of this 
decision!

Let no man refer to Mr. Van Bu- 
ren’s former opinions. The question 
is not what he has been, but what he 
now is. Who has not erred on this 
subject of slavery? Let him who is 
without sin cast the first stone. But 
what has been his course in reference 
to slavery extension? Did he not op­
pose the Missouri compromise, and 
vote in the New York Legislature to 
instruct the members of Congress from 
that State to vote against that meas­
ure? When he was President of the 
United States, did he notreject at once 
a proposition for the annexation of 
Texas? In 1844 did he not oppose 
that measure? and was it not in conse­
quence of that opposition that his nom­
ination was then rejected by the slave 
power? And, now, while so many of 
our great statesmen are taking a Rip 
Van Winkle sleep, and others are en­
deavoring to make compromises with 
slavery, by giving to it all it asks, and 
others are acting the part of Judas, by 
professions of Freedom upon their lips, 
while they are leading on a band of 
thieves to take Liberty captive and 
crucify it, has not Martin Van Buren 
come forward and taken the nomina­
tion of the opponents of slavery exten­
sion in his own State, subjecting him­
self to the greatest obloquy, while it 
was yet but a State movement, and to 
all appearances he was sure of defeat; 
and when it assumed a National as­
pect, and the friends of Free Territory 
united in National Convention to select 
candidates to lead them forward in their 
great, self-sacrificing contest,did he not 
come forward and lay himself upon 
the altar of Freedom, willing to be of­
fered up, at the same time expressing 
his willingness, if a more acceptable 
sacrifice could be found, to cheerfully 
yield his place, thus exhibiting a spirit 
of devotion and conciliation worthy of 
all praise? After all this done on his 
part, why should we not, why should 
not every friend of Free Territory 
support him? Are we asked. Is it not 
a sacrifice for you, who so strenuously 
opposed Mr. Van Buren in 1840, now 
to support him? A sacrifice of what? 
we ask; of pride? .Suppose it is. We

should consider ourselves unworthy of 
the cause in which we are engaged, if 
there were any sacrifices except prin­
ciple, too dear for us to make for 
its success. For our part, we rejoice 
in the opportunity to make sacrifices 
in such a cause.

We support Mr. Van Buren, then, 
because by doing it we give success to 
the principles which we love. We meet 
the issues distinctly presented tons by 
slaveholders themselves. We have no 
dough face for our leader, who, to get 
the nomination for President, repudia­
ted the ordinance which has given 
prosperity to the land of his growth 
and greatness, and the principles and 
doings of himself and our fathers who 
have gone before us. Nor have we 
for our leader one who refuses to trust 
the people with his sentiments, at the 
same time he asks them to trust him 
with power; one whom, from his very 
position, must intend to cheat either 
those living South, or those living North 
of Mason’s and Dixon’s line; one, to 
advocate the election of whom, a per­
son from the free States must spend a 
good share of his time endeavoring to 
prove that those living south of that 
line are the ones to be cheated, while 
he feels conscious in his own heart that 
what he is trying to prove is not true.

But we have for our leader one who, 
on this gieat, leading subject, occupies 
our position, embodies our sentiments, 
and irom a prior consistent course of 
action upon it for many years, and un­
der trying circumstances, us well as 
from his present bold and self-sacrifi­
cing stand, shows that he is to be trusted 
—that the cause of Free Soil through­
out all our vast domains, will be safe 
in bis hands.—O. Standard.

HON. E. I>. CUJLVEK.
His opinious—--Bead them.

Mr. Culver of New York has writ­
ten a letter to the Washington Coun­
ty Journal relative to his position, and 
his reasons for not supporting Old 
Zack.

We give the following extracts:
The signs of the times indicate a 

general fusion of parties, a deep break­
ing up, and the establishment of new 
lines and landmarks. It is doubtful 
whether Northern or Southern Whigs, 
or Northern or Southern Democrats 
ever go to the polls with each other 
after 1848.

My opinion is, this iron heel has 
ground our necks long enough. With 
nw, this ‘Free Soil’ question is and 
shall be paramount to all others. Banks, 
Tariffs, Land Proceeds, are subordinate 
questions, because all are moulded, 
created, annulled and modified by the 
dictates of Slavery. Dispose of that, 
and all the others will be permanently 
adjusted.

The great question then recurs: 
What is the duty of‘Free Soil Whigs' 
under existing circumstances? I an­
swer: To MAKE THE EXTENSION OF SLAV­

ERY THE PARAMOUNT QUESTION. With
that steadily in view, every Whig who 
conscientiously believes Gen. Taylor is 
with the North on this question, that 
he will act with the North, that he will 
bend the great energies of his Adminis­
tration to restrict rather than extend 
the curse of Slavery, ought to cast his 
vote for him. Did I believe so, my 
vote and my tongue should be at the 
General’s service. I honor him as a 
soldier, and respect him as an honest 
man. I would infinitely prefer hiselec- 
tion to that of Gen. Cass. But for the 
life of me, on this great overshadowing 
question I cannot find the evidence I 
desire. So far from that, I see him a 
Southern man by location, a slaveholder 
by practice, Southerner in feeling, bred 
in the camp, whose only stepping-stone 
to the Presidency was the successful 
issue of three battles. Nay, more, I 
see him the candidate of the whole 
South, claimed as their man, ‘ right on 
this question,' preferred even to Mr. 
Clay, because more of a Southern man, 
and safer to be trusted. I see them, 
moreover, rushing to his support with 
the avowal upon their tongues that no 
man who is against them can have 
their votes—And all this Northern 
Whigs are compelled to witness, with­
out one openly-avowed affirmative 
Whig principle to redeem his standing. 
Can we go it? Shall we, ought we 
again to allow ourselves to be foiled
by a second Tyler Administration?

% * * * *

No, but‘he is the Whig candidate, 
and we are bound by the nomination.’ 
I beg pardon. The Whig party is bound 
by its own Constitution, its great char­
ter, its own landuftTrks. If these are vio­
lated, their acts are not binding.—The 
first duty of a Whig Convention was 
to select a Whig candidate. Did they 
do this? So far from it, they selected 
one, who had seven times proclaimed 
his independence of party, refusing to 
be the exponent of their principles, and 
threatening to defeat their nominee. 
Gen. Taylor says to me, in so many 
words—,“I can’t consent to be your 
party candidate.’—Then, Sir, how can 
I consent to be your party supporter? 
-I can’t,’ he says, 1 be the exponent of 
your principles, or the advocate of your 
views, if elected.’ Then. Sir, how can 
I be the promoter af your election at 
the polls? The truth is, 1 hold my 
Whig views and principles in so honor­
able an estimate, tlvtit I want a Presi­
dent to advocate and carry them out. 
If he is ashamed to do so, then should 
1 not be ashamed of him at the ballot- 
box? I ask, are the Whigs thus to be 
hoodwinked out of their doctrines? Are 
they thus to be compelled to abandon

the great champions of their cause, 
whose pride and glory it has been for 
forty years to be the ‘exponents’ and 
defenders of Whig principles? No, 
there are thousands who hesitate to 
take the chalice now offered to their 
lips. And thousands more asking if it 
is not time to draw the line and square 
the yards with our Southerh bluffers? 
Throw seventeen new Slave States 
into the U. S. Senate, and the North 
is swallowed forever. The hour is 
coming, and now is, when the North 
must rouse and break the withes of 
these Slaveholding Philistines, or our 
strength is gone.

Do I hear it said “Gen. Taylor is 
that leader’—‘ those are his sentiments.’ 
Give me the evidence. I want the 
record proof that such is his motto; 
proof that lie will be good after the 
election—proof that will nail him and 
his friends to the counter, when the 
pinch comes. Jl can't be found. It 
don’t exist. And while* Northern 
Whigs hope it so, dream, it is so,and try 
to make themselves believe it is so, the 
South grin ato ur credulity, and laugh 
in their sleeves at our greenness. They 
know it otherwise, and ask no odds.
Oregon~Mr. Webster—All Right.

On Saturday evening when every 
effort was made to defeat the Oregon 
bill, by preventing the Senate from re­
ceding from its amendment, engrafting 
upon the House bill the Missouri Com­
promise, Mr. Webster rose, and said it 
was desirable to establish a proper gov­
ernment for the. Territory of Oregon. 
He was willing to vote for the House 
bill as it was, hut if the Senate amend­
ment was agreed to lie could not vote 
for it. The House bill contains the 
clause in the Ordinance of 1787, ex­
cluding slavery from the Northwest. 
I he amendment proposes to give a rea­
son for applying the Ordinance of 1787 
to the Territory of Oregon, in these 
words, “inasmuch as the said Territory 

i is north of the parallel of 36 c and 30 
: min. of north latitude, usually known 
: as the Missouri Compromise.”

“1 understand sir, (said he,) that where 
a man does an act, and undertakes to 

i! §jve reasons for that act, arid gives but 
one, without suggesting that there are 
others, the world is fairly entitled to 
draw the inference that he"has no other 
reason. For my part, sir, I should 
think, with this proviso in the section, 
tne implication would be irresistible, 
ihat if the territory be south of the 
parallel of thirty-six degrees thirty min­
utes, the prohibition of the ordinance 
of 1787 would not be applied. For 
°ne 1 wish to avoid all preamble or re­
cital; and sol do not intend to discuss 
this question at large. I content myself 
with saying a few words, that my op­
position to the further extension of local 
slavery in this country, or to the in- 

^ crease of slave representatives in Con- 
' gress, is general and universal. It has 

no reference to limits of latitude or 
points of the compass. 1 shall oppose 
all such extension and all such increase, 
in all places, at all times, and under all 
circumstances, against all inducements, 
against all supposed limitation of great 

t interests, against all combination, and 
against all compromises. This is mere­
ly to announce my purpose, and I have 
no more to say against the bill. If it 
be the pleasure of the Senate to lake 
it as it came from the House of Repre­
sentatives, it shall have my support. If 
amended, I shall vote against it. So 
much for the Oregon Territorial bill.— 
Will respect to California and New 
Mexico, no subject regarding them is 
before the Senate, and therefore I have 
only one remark to make, and that is— 
that the controversy which has arisen in 
the councils of the country respecting 
the government of these territories, is 
just exactly that controversy which I 
supposed it very easy to foresee from 
the beginning—easier, too, from the be­
ginning! fear, than it is now to foresee 
apeaceableand satisfactory termination 
of it.”

A letter received from a Whig in 
Laporte county says:

“Well, you see Laporte county has 
gone against the Taylor candidates.—

J Amen, I say. I suppose it will aston- 
! >sh you; [not at all—just as we expect­
ed,] hut the truth is, there are a great 
many of us in this county, who have 
no stomach for such a fight, and we 
concluded to let the Taylor men take 
care of themselves, and see how avail- 
ibility gets along without principles.— 
It was a hard thing to bolt the party, 
but the deed is done, and I now feel 
better, free and easy, and shall go it 
strong for the Buffalo nominee. The 
friends of Taylor say, notwithstanding 
they are defeated badly in the State, 
that Indiana will go for him. Roman­
tic idea, isn’t it?—Chicago Tribune.

Anti-Taylor Tapers,
There are fifteeen anti-Taylor Whig 

papers in this State, as follows: True 
Democrat. Elyria Courier, Painesville 
Telegraph, Oluo Star, Summit Beacon, 
Ashtabula Sentinel, Western Reserve 
Chronicle, Medina Whig, Hamilton In­
telligencer, Lebanon Star, Saturday 
Clipper, Meigs County Times, Mari­
etta Intelligencer, Seneca County Stan­
dard, and Mt. Vernon Times.—True 
Democrat.

tfhr Hard political stories are now 
called ''Roorbacks," and ^ Milterisms," 
and political meetings of a bolting 
character are termed “Fizzles," “Siz­
zles," and “Snoozles." All this is very 
dignified and interesting.— Cin. Sig­
nal.


