
FREE SDH, BANNER.

FOR PRESIDENT,

MARTIN VAN BUREN,
OF NEW YORK.

FOR VICE PRESIDENT.

CHARLES F. ADAMS,
OF MASSACHUSETTS.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 25, 1848.

PUBLICATION OFFICE OF THE 
BANNER IS ON 

PENNSYLVANIA STREET,
Thre doors north of Washington Street.

TO THE PUBEIC!

Fellow citizens! we issue to-day the 
first No. of “The Fref. Soil Banner.” 
The flag you observe at the head of our 
columns is the banner of True Democ­
racy. Its elevation has certainly re­
quired the exercise of courage; we 
have gathered more than was requisite, 
however, from the truth, the justice, 
and patriotism of our cause.

In thus unfurling a flag, which will 
probably draw down upon us the dou­
ble anger of the Old Hunkers of both 
parties in Indiana, we depend in the 
contest it will provoke, upon the just­
ness and truth of the cause whose holy 
cross we assume. We are believers in 
the people. We know their power, 
their sense of justness, their capacity 
to perceive truth, and their readiness 
to punish corruption. We know their

—a question greater than any ever agi­
tated s'nbe the formaticn of our 'ede - 
ative government; and tint now, or 
never, is the period for the action and 
decision of the people upon it.

We believe that the expenses and 
patronage of the government should 
be retrenched; that all unnecessary- 
offices and salaries should be abolished: 
and that civil offices should as far as 
practicable be within the people’s gift 
hy election, not the presidents by ap­
pointment.

We believe that grants of the pub­
lic lands should be free to all actual set­
tlers, making settlements in the wilder­
ness; but that the quantity of those 
grants should be restrained and suita­
bly limited.

We believe that River and Harbor 
improvements are subjects of national 
legislation; ‘■'•and that it is the duty of 
Congress, in the exercise of its consti­
tutional powers, to provide therefor.”

We believe that the exigencies of 
our country demand the immediate es­
tablishment of such a tarilf as will 
provide revenue sufficient to defray 
governmental expenses, and liquidate, 
by annual instalments, our national 
debt and the interest thereon.

We believe that the nomination of 
General Zachary Taylor, by the Whig 
Convention at Philadelphia, was a base 
repudiation of their great principles, 
an ungenerous abandonment of their 
greatest leaders, and a virtual dissolu­
tion of their organization and exist­
ence as a party.

We believe that Gen. Cass, the nom­
inee of the Democratic Convention, 
and the exponent of Democratic prin­
ciples, has proven false to his constit­
uency and the interest of the north, *
that he has sacrificed the north for the 
sake of southern support, and by such 
conduct has rendered himself unwor­
thy public confidence and elevation to 
the American Presidency.

We believe that the southern divi­
sions of both the old parties are earn­
estly desirous of the extension of slav­
ery; that the old abolitionist faction 
will be satisfied with nothing but its 
absolute abolition throughout the Uni­
on; while the new Free Soil party,

common sense will triumph over eve-j throwing themselves back upon the 
ry prejudice; passion, or political dog-; proviso of Jefferson, to prohibit the 
ma. We have but to expose delusion | extension of slavery after 1 800 in all 
and they will vanish. Hence we de-: territories of the United States, north-
pend upon the strong common sense of 
the People in the battle we have thus 
voluntarily braved, as upon the arm of 
a giant. There are a few by whom 
that support is deemed weak—who 
consider that common sense but a with­
ered reed. Not so we. The mystery 
of self government, the real sceptre 
of the people, we believe it has no old 
age. It may sleep temporarily be- 
neat]i the shadow of clouds, but it has

ern and southern, forms the only true 
conservative party at this day in 
America.

We believe, finally, that the senti­
ments contained in the resolutions 
adopted by the Buffalo Convention are 
right in every particular—right moral­
ly, religiously, and constitutionally— 
right in the sight of God, and sanction­
ed by the consciences of men.

The above are our articles of faith.
no death. Upon it, therefore, we lean—j We publish them in order to convince
in it we confide; to it we will address 
every effort, every argument, every 
patriotic appeal, and every exposition 
of fact.

The creed we advocate is that dear

the public that we battle for principles, 
and principles alone.

A single remark is sufficient as to 
the manner in which we will conduct 
our paper. We pledge ourselves to

to the heart of every virtuous and in-| studiously avoid every thing related to 
telligent northern man. Freedom of I fanaticism, vindictiveness, assertions 
the north from southern dictation, and ! without authority, profitless abuse of 
the non-extension of slavery are its I past Administrations, misstatements 
grand objects. Our platform is broad; and intentional misconstructions of 
it covers the whole continent. Whigs, the doctrines and opinions of the great 
Democrats, and Anti-Slavery men,— “wise men” of our republic. As fiery 
the whole nation can stand on it. Its ! words but kindle passion, abuse exci- 
principles need no concealment. We J tes partizan ire, and ill-natured witti- 
proclaim them with pride, and dare the cisms strengthen predjudices, we will 
opposition to their controversy. ! strive to address ourselves to the corn-

We believe our Constitution was es- mon sense of the people calmly, so- 
tablished to maintain justice, promote berly, and as if it were a living intelli- 
general welfare, and preserve the lib- gence open to reason and conviction.
erties of the people. -—

tir i i- i i The Ball rolls on.We believe Congress has a right to w , , . ~. i m • • r tt We ,iave cheering news from every
legislate for the Territories of the Urn- portion of our state. Daily acquisitions 
ted States, and that the introduction are being made l0 0ur strength. The re- 
of slavery into them is a violation ot solutions of the Buffalo convention, con- 
the principles ol our Constitution. taining our political creed, are of so pa-

We believe that slavery, as it now triotic a character, so Tull of noble and 
exists in the Southern States of our j manly sentiment, that even our enemies 
Union, is dependant upon State laws | can find no fault with them. With such 
alone, and wholly independant of the | principles, armed with the invincible pan- 
Federal Government: and that, there-! opty °f truth we go forth into the contest, 
fore, all interference on the part of; anticipating certain triumph.
Congress, with Slavery within the lint- ^ The WyK and Democratlc candi. 
tts of those States, ,s an illegal and un- dales for ,he Presidency were selected „„ 
justifiable assumption of authority. j account of their miUtary deeds and repu.

We believe that the only method tation. jy,,, understand the scicn(.e of 
for the effectual prevention of the ex- charging to perfection. Still there i
tension of slavery, is by an act of Con­
gress absolutely prohibiting its intro­
duction into all Territories now free.

We believe that for near fifty years 
the South have been laboring by in­
trigue and strategic measures to extend 
the area of slavery and acquire the 
balance of power.

We believe that the demand for new 
slave states and territories on the part 
of the slave power has compelled us 
to join issue upon that great question

is a
wide difference between the“ charging tal­
ents of the two. One charged Ampudia 
in Monterey, and after taking the city 
most gallantly, with equal humanity saved 
thousands of his yellow horde; the other 
made eqally terrible charges upon the 
United States Treasury, but how many 
yellow boys he saved after the contest, God 
only knows.

Horace Greeley subscribed five 
hundred dollars in aid of the Irish rebel­
lion,

The Issue.
There has never, perhaps, since the 

formation of our Union, been a time so 
interesting to American freemen as the 
present. A crisis, that statesmen have 
long seen upon the verge of the politica1! 
horizon, is upon us, with all its stirring 
events; and the time has arrived in the 
history of our ceuntry, when sober ap­
peals to our reason and intelligence are n> 
he the effective engines in political refor­
mation, rather than violent invective or 
public declamation. The public mind, by 
which is meant the aggregation of mill­
ions of free intellects, is prepared for the 
recipiency of political knowledge. Thetis 
is throughout our country a feelingamong 
the masses, prompting them to think and 
act more for themselves, as men having 
the ability for, and right to, self-govern­
ment. A spirit of examination and in­
quiry into the present and past measures 
of dominant parties is awakened, and an 
investigation of the results of their meas­
ures and action on the future, considered 
a sacred and solemn duty required of us 
hy our country. Party ties and political 
claims, are being loosened before the pow­
er of reason. Thought is taking the place 
of blind enthusiasm and dogged adher­
ence to parties which present nothing hut 
names as issues, and prejudices as reasons 
for their support. This is as it should be. 
If the views we have entertained, and the 
principles we have hitherto cherished, are 
founded in right, it is our duty still to cher­
ish and defend them. If, on the contra­
ry, they are wrong, or by the lapse of 
time, or force of circumstances, have be­
come obsolete or impracticable, are we so 
much greater slaves to party than lovers 
of truth and country, that though we 
clearly see their ruinous tendency we 
still cling to them with stubborn pertina­
city ? Never. Such is not the action of 
freemen.

The spirit of inquiry relative to ten­
dencies is not, however, confined to the 
action of political parties, or the bounda­
ries of our own country. It is the spirit 
and feature of the age in which we live, 
and finds its way into and through all the 
ramifications of society. A feeling of lib­
erality, the natural consequence of in­
creased intelligence, also characterizes 
the present time, and changes and revolu­
tions, having for their object the elevation 
of the masses, is the order of the day. Even 
Europe, so long enslaved by political and 
religious dogmas, is beginning to think 
and to act. Old views are being forsaken, 
and the people, actuated by the spirit of 
freedom, are giving utterance to senti­
ments and feelings heretofore considered 
as rank political heresy and traitorism.

These are some of the few indications 
of the times, and whither do they tend ? 
To the permanent foundation of parties 
of enlarged and liberal views in regard to 
government and human rights.

While these are the feelings of the age, 
and while the cry of millions is given to 
the breeze for free speech, free labor, and 
free men, is it consistent with our position 
among the nations of the earth that we 
should, in this universal movement for 
freedom, be behind all others ?

Let us look at our position. Within

Mr. Corwin’s Speech on the Com­
promise Bill.

We have read with feelings of admira­
tion for the general sentiments, and argu­
ments set forth therein, the speech of Sen­
ator Corwin. We have long been his ar­
dent admirers, and for some time past have 
watched his course with anxious solicitude. 
Whatever his own position may be, his ar­
guments are conclusive, both, as we con­
ceive, against the extension of slavery and 
the election of Gen. Taylor. The last ar­
gument we propose to notice, and lay be­
fore our readers. We believe, coming 
from the Senator, it will have its influence 
for good, and will add to the numbers of 
the Free Soil party. Mr. Corwin says :

“ It is a sad commentary upon the per­
fection of human reason that, with but 
very few exceptions, gentlemen coming 
from a Slave State—and l think I have one 
behind me who ought always to be before 
me, [Mr. Badger.]—with a very few ex­
ceptions, all eminent lawyers on this floor 
from that section of the country have a- 
greed that you have no right to prohibit 
the introduction of Slavery into Oregon, 
California and New Mexico ; while, on the 
other hand, there is not a man in the Free 
States, learned or unieared, clerical or lay 
who has any pretension to legal knowledge, 
hut believes in his conscience that you 
have a right to prohibit slavery. Is not 
that a curious commentary upon that won­
derful thing called human reason.

Mr. Underwood—it is regulated by a 
line.

Mr. Corwin—Yes, by 36 deg. 30 min., 
and what is black on one side of the line 
and white on the other, turning to jet black 
again when restored to its original locality. 
How is that ? Can I have confidence in 
the Supreme Court of the United States 
when my confidence fails in Senators 
around me here? Do I expect that the 
members of that body will be less careful 
than the Senators from South Carolina and 
Georgia to form the opinions without any 
regard to selfish considerations ? Can I 
suppose that either of these gentlemen, 
or the gentleman from Georgia on the 
other side of the Chamber, (Mr. Johnson,) 
or the learned Senator from Mississippi, 
(Mr. Davis) who thought it exceedingly 
infamous that we should attempt to restrain 
the Almighty in the execution of His pur­
pose as revealed to us by Moses—can I 
suppose that these Senators, with all the 
terrible responsibilities which press upon 
us when engaged in legislating for a 
whole Empire, came to their conclusions 
without the most anxious deliberations ? 
And yet, on one side of the line, in the 
Slave states, the Constitution reads yea, 
while on the other, after the exercise 
of an equal degree of intelligence, calm­
ness and deliberation, the Constitution is 
found to read nay.”

Mr. Corwin has no confidence in South­
ern Senators, Southern Judges, and South­
ern Lawyers. They all have the same 
views of the constitution. He believes 
they have anxiously deliberated on the 
matter before they came to their conclu­
sions, and those conclusions were diamet­
rically opposed to the opinions formed by 
men north of 36 deg. 30 rn. The consti­
tution north of that remarkable line, reads 
yea, south of it nay.

Gen. Taylor reserves the right to veto, 
where there is clear violation of the con­
stitution? What is Gen. Taylor’s position? 
Does he live in the north, or in the south? 
In the region where men’s honest convic­
tions are, that Congress has power to pro­
hibit the extension of Slavery, or south of 
the line, where there is so sudden a som-

the last four months wc have acquired 
nearly 300,000 square miles of territory 
—every foot of which is now a home 
for a freeman. But a clamor for the 
admission of the institution of slavery 
over this territory, has already been heard 
in our legislative halls, and the question 
is before us for our final decision. How 
shall wc act? There is no evading the 
question ; it must be answered and acted 
upon. To meet the issue, the friends 
of free soil have organized as a distinct 
party. Their reason for so doing is their 
firm belief that in the contest which ap­
proaches, on this question of questions, 
they cannot look for succor and aid from 
either of the great parties of the day, 
acting as such. From individuals from 
each party they do expect much in the 
contest, for they are with us—a part of us. 
We thus present the first instance, in the 
history of our country, of a party, pow­
erful in numbers and resources, formed 
almost instantaneously from elements for­
merly most discordant, having for its oh. 
jects the preservation of freedom in do­
main now threatened, and reform in the 
abuses of various departments of govern­
ment. We claim to be the conservatives 
on the question of slavery, for we say 
to those who have now vested interests, 
that we make no war on rights heretofore 
granted. Your rights shall not be inter­
fered with. On the other hand we say, 
no portion of territory hereafter attached : 
to our glorious Union shall be other than | 
free soil, where free men shall enjoy the 
free gifts of Heaven. This we conceive 
to be the great issue of the day, presented 
to us, the people, for our action.

On which side will you be found ? Let 
every one answer for himself! As for us, 
we should feel as if we were a fit mark 
for the slow and unerring finger of scorn 
to point at, did we hesitate where to be; 
found. We go for free soil, free speech,! 
free labor, and for free men. With 
this motto on our banner, we fling it to 
the breeze, saying to the people, come and 
let us reason together, and anticipate a 
glorious triumph.

| merset on constitutional questions ! Does 
the constitution read yea, or nay? Mr. 
Corwin has no confidence in the constitu­
tional opinions of southern Lawyers and 
Statesmen. Can you, Free Soil Taylor 
men, have any more confidence in a South­
ern General, open to the same objections, 
from precisely the same cause? Is he any 
better versed in constitutional law, or ques­
tions of State? Certainly not. We think 
the editor of the Macon Republican, a 
Whig paper of Alabama, precisely right 
when he says, a report that Gen. Taylor 
was a free negro, would be equally worthy 
of credit as the report that he would not 
veto a bill containing the provisions of the 
Wilmot proviso.

Buffalo Couveutiou.
Believing that a full report of the regu­

lar proceedings of the Buffalo Convention 
would be interresting to most of our rea­
ders, we take up a large portion of our 
paper in publishing a full report.

VVe shall hereafter, from time to time, 
publish some of the speeches made during 

I the recesses of the Convention. They 
are patriotic appeals, and breathe a spirit 
that can never be quelled until at length 
triumphant—the spirit of freemen aroused 
to a resistance of continued aggression.

(Urllow can a Whig, professing Whig 
principles, consent to vote for Gen. Taylor 
in the face of his assertion, that he never 
would be the exponent of the principles of 
any party ?

How can a Northern Democrat, who 
has the interest of the North at heart, 
vote for General Cass in the face of his 
pledge to the South, that he will veto any 
bill tainted with the principles of the Wil­
mot proviso ?

Let them lay their hands on their hearts, 
and answer as honest men and Christians !

03” Gen. Joseph Lane, has been ap­
pointed Governor, and William P. Bry­
ant, Chief Justice of Oregon. They are 
both from Hoeierfiom.

Free Soil Men in Sentiment.
We are met every day by men of both 

political parties, who tell us that they are 
with us in feeling. That our views, are 
their views on the subject of the non-ex­
tension of Slavery, hut that the movement 
is premature. Wait a little, say they, and 
we will co with you. Are they honest 
and in earnest in their declarations ? If 
they are, they will joyfully hail a move­
ment in favor of what they hold to he a 
vital measure of national policy, even al­
though they, under the circumstances, felt 
constrained to keep aloof from acting fully 
with us’ They certainly would not ob­
ject to the promulgation of doctrines they 
hold good, and worthy of all acceptation ! 
But is this the course they pursue ?—these 
furious free soil men in sentiment. Do 
they regard with favor, or deprecate free 
soil meetings ? Do they encourage or dis­
courage the sentiments there uttered ? 
Do they honestly state their object, or at­
tempt to turn these sentiments into ridi­
cule ? Let their acts speak for them.

They say that we are right, but there 
is no prospect of success at the present 
time. This is the language of eight out 
of every ten Whigs and Democrats we 
meet. They want us to succeed, and at 
the same time, use every effort in their 
power to prevent our success. Is this the 
jewel of consistency ? Again, they tell us 
that the President has nothing to do with 
making the laws—ho is a mere cipher. 
Congress is the place to look to. See to it 
that your Congress is right, and all is safe. 
Brother Democrat, areryou forgetting that 
there is a veto power in the hands of the 
President ? Whig friends, do you remem­
ber when you told us that there was dan­
ger of our liberties being destroyed by the 
strength of this very power ? And now 
you, forsooth, tell us that the President can 
do nothing—we must look to Congress. 
Such inconsistencies wont do. It is im­
portant that we have a President with us 
—one that we can vote for underslanding- 
ly—one who is with us in sentiment and 
will be with us in action. We have every 
assurance that Cass and Taylor are not 
with us. Believing that the issue presen­
ted by the Free Soil party, relative to the 
extension of slavery, is one of deep interest 
to our country and posterity—that it brings 
up the great principles upon which our 
government is founded, and our indepen­
dence avowed ; are we not right in wishing 
to be upon safe ground ? Should we, as 
men professing to act from the highest and 
purest motives of patriotism, vote blindly 
on this question, and for the sake of a 
mere party triumph, involving no impor­
tant issues, jeopard the interests of our 
country, of posterity and humanity ?— 
Never. We would not thus risk our pri­
vate interests. Is our country to be held 
in a less sacred light ? Patriots may an­
swer.

Let every man who is with us in senti­
ment on this question, deposite his vote for 
a man for the chief executive office of our 
Union, who openly avowes hfs position.— 
They cannot with consistency do other­
wise. Let them stand firm, with stout 
heart and strong arm, with the motto, no 
further extension of slavery upon which 
to take issue, and victory must and will 
crown their efforts in behalf of their coun. 
try and human rights.

Sympathy for Ireland.
There has been a tremendous demon­

stration in favor of the strugling Irish, at 
Vauxhall Garden, New York. Never, 
perhaps, since the incorporation of the 
city, was there a more perfect abandon­
ment on the part of the citizens, to ex­
citement.

Donations most liberal and munificent, 
were freely tendered to the committee who 
asked them. Poor men gave their whole 
wages to the cause, even to their own de­
privation. The clergy, in the person of 
Bishop Hughes, who was present and made 
a most eloquent appeal, gave their approba­
tion to the proceedings.

This sympathetic feeling is by no means 
confined to the city of New York; it is 
abroad all over the Union. Meetings have 
been held in Philadelphia and Cincinnati. 
Stirring appeals are issuing from every 
press. The heart of the whole nation 
seems to be throbbing for the brave, yet 
almost defenceless Irishman.

Where is Indiana on this subject ? Why 
is she not moving to their relief? It will 
be a burning shame if she do not some­
thing.

We hope the good people of our city 
will look to this matter. No time is to be 
lost. Why cannot a meeting be appointed 
for Saturday or Monday evening ?

Union.
Perfect harmony, unanimity, and en­

thusiasm, pervade the ranks of the Free 
Soil party.

The Buffalo Courier, a Cass? paper, says 
of our nominating convention! j “There 
has been no voting down of resolutions; 
no hissing of Speakers; and scarcely any 
perceptible difference of opinioti. All 
seems to go on smoothly as water.'”

That was right. Union in, feeling and 
action will make any party strong, an>d it 
is because of this feeling, \ »ervading ofcpr 
ranks, that we look to final victory.

Consistency.
The whig party, before its dissolu­

tion at the late Philadelphia conven­
tion, had ever held as one of the vital 
questions of their political creed, the 
provisions of the Wilmot proviso.— 
The other questions upon which there 
has been a division between the whig 
and democratic parties, have, by the 
conjunction of circumstances, become 
no longer issues before the people, 
with perhaps the exception of the 
single question relating to the restric­
tion of the veto power. The whig 
platform asserts that the veto should 
not he exercised “except in cases of 
clear violation of the constitution or 
manifest haste and want of considera­
tion by Congress.” Both parties agree 
that in case of violation of the con­
stitution the veto should be exer­
cised. Who is to judge of this matter? 
The President, of course. So far 
there is no difference. Again, haste 
and want of consideration, is a relative 
term. What would be so in one case 
would not he so in another, and the Pre­
sident is the person to whom such want 
of consideration is to be made mani­
fest. He looks at a bill that has been 
passed by Congress—finds something 
wrong, and comes to the conclusion 
that the matter has not received proper 
consideration, from the simple fact of 
its being, in his opinion, wrong, and 
deleterious to the interests of the 
country. He tells them so in a mes­
sage—the thing is done—the veto con­
summated. The difference seems to 
us, to be simply whether the matter 
shall be made manifest to Taylor or to 
Cass — the difference between shade 
and shadow. What doctrine of whig 
creed is left then to the old fashioned 
whig? The Wilmot proviso? No, 
even that was struck from the rolls by 
the Philadelphia mob. A resolution 
declaring the principles of that proviso 
to be whig doctrine was introduced 
before that body, and amid groanings 
and hissings, was laid on the table by 
a large majority.

And now, because we stand consist­
ent with our former professions, and 
refuse to bow down to the golden calf 
set up for us hy John C. Calhoun and 
the Taylor party; because we hold up 
our hands for and give our influence 
in favor of that measure, which a few 
short months ago was the darling theme 
of whig orators and presses; because 
in consonance with the old doctrine 
which was paraded at the head of each 
paper, and inscribed on the folds of 
every banner, we go for “principles 
not men,” forsooth we arc branded 
with inconsistency, and hear affixed to 
our names the epithet of traitors.— 
Reason and reflection will tell the can­
did and honest mind, who is acting the 
consistent part.

Free Soil In New England.
The spirit which actuated their fathers 

in ,76 is awake in the New England 
States. Party organizations and tram­
mels are broken down, and there is no 
stopping the people by the instrumentali­
ty of party drill. They are wide awake 
to the interests of Freedom. Every pa­
per brings us accounts full of encourage­
ment. The best of her Democrats are 
out for Van Buren. The Whigs, too, 
are moving. Vermont and Connecticut^ 
with their masses of good old Whigs and 
true, are moving, and the tones are be­
ginning to be heard which roused them in 
the Revolution. Men of all parties are 
going for “Free Soil, Free Speech, 
Free Labor and Free Men.” Our 
cause and the principles we avow are call­
ing into action all the noblest energies of 
the intellect, and the purest sentiments 
and patriotic enthusiasm of the masses.

“THE WORK GOES BRAVELY 
ON!”

0O~If any individual is in want of 
something with which to illustrate the 
relative positions of the three candi­
dates for the Presidency, we think he 
will be gratified by turning to Marry- 
att’s “ Midshipman Easy,” and read­
ing that popular character’s triangular 
duel with Easthupp and Biggs. Put 
Matty in the middy’s shoes, and we’ll 
bet on him the world over.

OiFThe unusual elongation which 
marks our Journal neighbor’s phiz is 
not at all astonishing. He’s been for 
some weeks under the influence of a 
powerful pre-sentiment that he and his 
Old Hunker clique will be Taylor-eA in 
the approaching election.

Joseph L. White, of New York,
Whig Member of Congress from Miadison, 
la., has “taken the stump” for Van Buren 
and Adams.—Journal.

Good! White’s a talented fellow. He 
won’t fail as terribly as did Cass when /te 
took the stump !


