
YULETIDE FESTIVITIES

IN OTHER LANDS

-¦J.
ENGLAND. Christmas

' T celebrations of three or four

!V’ hundred years ago charm us

¦BgjifJ" with their quaint and simple
IL jollity. The English always

remembered everyone from

iheir neighbors down to

their servants. "In the

1 ‘—’country, an English gentle-

man always Invited his neighbors and

tenants to his great hull at daybreak

on Christmas morning. There they

ware regaled upon toast, sugar, nut-

meg and good old Cheshire cheese.’'

The house was decked with ivy and

other greens.

Under the title of a “Christmas

box." the general English custom.

whleb still prevails to some extent, a

small gift of money was given to post-

men and other delivery men the day

after Christmas, which was called

“Bbxing Day.”
In 1100 Henry I granted a charter

to London. making it a city and the

"Christmas celebration. It is recorded,

consisted of a feast for rich and

poor. The people gathered in the

streets around blazing bonfires sing-

ing and dancing, after feasting upon

oxen, deer, ale and mead. The wassail

bowl, spoken of so often in many

books describing England at the time

of the crusades, was another evidence

of the ever-ready hospitality that the

English offered to all comers.

In Russia on Christmas Eve every-

one dresses —or at least they used to, it

is hard to say anything definite about

bolsbevist Russia—for a gay mas-

querade. Each one was supposed to

represent some animal, the idea be-

ing to commemorate the fact that

Christ was born in a stable among

the humblest of the animals.

Peasants among the Bulgarians.

Germans and others have a legend

that animals are conscious on

mas Eve. Some people believe that

“at midnight the sheep awake and

march in a procession, that rhe cattle

kneel in their stalls while by a holy

miracle all the beasts are able to con-

verse together. But it la a mortal sin

for a man to attempt to overtear them ¦,

a sin punishable with sudden death.”

ffrflwnd has many festivities, promi-

nent among them, a skating or ice

carnival- In Switzerland the ski and

toboggan hold sway.

An interesting practice takes place

In Serbia on Christmas Eve. TSie

younger men and boys of the family

marly in the morning go to the forest.

Astor cvrwtufTVf themselves three times

as is th** custom of the Greek church,

M*wiß£ a prayer. they select a tree,

theT kmown as the Badnyi. They

it, “Happy Badnjrt to you.” Then

one throws a handful of wiieat which

has been brought for the purpose on

X. another chops It down very care-

fully as the tree must fall toward the

east just as the sun god rises. It is

then cut into two or three pieces. The

first chip that falls is brought home

as particularly precious.

Then the logs are taken home, one

to each side of the door. The mother

breaks on the longer log a small wheat

cake of unleavened Hour, called poga-

cha.

The day passes in preparation for

the feast the following day. At sun-

set one of the men, fitted out* with

new woolen gloves, brings in the log.

Ae he passes the threshold the mother

throws at him a handful of wheat

from a howl in which also the chip

has been kept all day.

Then the log is lighted and imme-

diately the young folks run out and

“celebrate” noisily by firing off guns

and pistols. It is important to keep

the log burning all night.

There are no holidays in
‘

Scandi-

navia to which both young and old

look forward with so much pleasure as

the days of Yule. These days, in ye

olden times, were also d by

the followers of Tho”r and Odin.

Christmas and the days following

are legal holidays in the city and

there is much merrymaking, but it is

not to be compared to what one wit-

nesses in the country. In many dis-

tricts of Sweden and Norway, among

the peasants and farmers, these con-

tinue for thirteen days and are called

the “tretten Yule days” (thirteen days

of Yule).

The day before Christmas, in the

afternoon, everything is ready for the

big feast. The house has been thor-

oughly cleaned, and 'leaves of juniper

and fir are strewn on the floor. When

the work is finished the family gener-

ally go into the bakehouse, which has

been made warm, and each member

takes a thorough wash from head to

foot, or a bath in a large tub. This is

the only bath many take during the

whole year.

In some places old-fashioned ways

still exist. Young men often paint or

blacken their faces, put queer crowns

on their heads or hats, wear large

stars on their breasts, and generally

carry long, wooden swords. One ma#

18 furnished with a large pouch, and

the men then visit each farm and so-

licit contributions for a frolic. Now

and then they -indulge in great mis-

chief and fun. If they find ent that a

young fellow loves a girl of the village

they visit her house and sing iMt

the old Herode’s song.

PLACE A CANDLE IN YOUR

WINDOW THIS EVENING

Once more we begin to hear the
tinkle of Christmas bells as Old
Father Time prepares to turn over

another page of his book of Life.
The air is heavily laden

with whispered messages from Santa
Claus. Festive decorations in red
and green—Christmas bells, holy
wreaths, mistletoe, all the usual

symbols of the holiday season ap-
pear. \

.

And in all the hurrying and

scurrying of good cheer, • most of

us forget the real message of Christ-
mas. In fact, a great many of us

do not even know the meaning of

some of our old, old traditions. For

instance, probably not half of our

citizens know the significance
of the candles that we see burning
in so many windows on Christmas

eve. The Literary Digest for De-

cember 4 gives the following expla-
nation :

“An old tradition has it that a

lighted candle set in the window

on Christmas eve will guide the

Babe of Bethlehem to your home

that he may bring you happiness.
In some couhtries it has long been

the custom so to mark the coming
of Christmas, and John H. Sted-

man, of Rochester, New York, has

originated a movement to spread it

in this country. In a pamphlet
urging all to light the ‘Christ can-

dle’ on Christmas eve,Ji^\says:
“ ‘The Irish will jtell you that

the Christ-candle wasy always light-
ed in their home in the Emerel isle

as it has been for years and years
in Norway and Sweden. Boston has
had it for a decade. In Rochester,
1916, was our third celebration—-
the first year a few houses shone—-

the second over a thousand—the
third nearly every one, and it has

spread to .town, village and country
over a forty-mile radius. Many
far-away homes, Wisconsin, Maine,
California and - Florida, kindled
their candles from ours and vjhen
you have lighted yours, you will ap-

preciate why.’
”

—The Invisible Guest—

O'BRIEN HAD FORTUNE;
NOW WHERE IS IT?

Los Angeles, Cal., Dec. 23.

while completing arrangements to
start for Momence, 111., with the

body of Lieut. Pat O’Brien, noted

aviator, who committed suicide Fri-

day night, Merwin O’Brien, a broth-
er, today began an investigation
into the affairs of the late war

hero.

According tp the brother, Lieut.

O’Brien possessed more than $15,-
000 in cash, stocks and Liberty
bonds a year ago before he went

to Cuba on a trip. When he shot
himself O’Brien was said to have

been practically penniless.
Mrs. Sarah Ottis, companion of

Mrs. O’Brien, was quoted today as

saying that before his death O’Brien
had pawned his wife’s \ rings and
furs.

The brother appeared to be as-

tounded when he learned that no

estate was left by the aviator.
“Before I leave I expect to know

all the details and circumstances
that prompted my brother to take

his life,” he was quoted as declar-

ing. “The truth will come out

about how his money got away
from him. I cannot believe that

he spent it in wild living for up
until the time he went to Cuba he

was living a model life.” ’

—The Invisible Guest—'

QUAIL HUNTING SEASON
NOW CLOSED

Monday, December 20th, was the
last day of the year for suail hunt-

ing in the state of Indiana, the
state department announces. The

closed season begins December 21st

and extends until November 10th,
1921.

Quail hunters are warned that

it is unlawful to have quail in their

possession after Dec. 20th.

Hunting of wild ducks and geese
closes on December 31, but rabbits

may be hunted until January 10th.
—The *ThvUrtbl« Guest—

Lafayette, Ind., Dec. 23.—-A com-

mittee of lawyers in the superior'
court today recommended that I. A.

E. DeMers be disbarred from prac-

tice here. * Proceedings will now be

instituted against him. DeMers,
conduct was investigated by the

committee which found that he

had been guilty of unprofessional
practice, barretry and other of-

fenses. "He has been practicing
about a year and was .formerly a

eook.
—The Xavtofble Gu—t r

SPECIAL ATTRACTION AT

NEW ELLIS XMAS DAY

As a special attraction for the,
holiday week, the Gordon Players i
will offer one of the greatest of;
present day stage productions, “Tess

of the Storm Country,” a dramatiz-

ation of the famous novel by Grace

Miller White, at the New Ellis thea-

tre Christmas afternoon and even-

ing, a real Christmas present from

the Gordons to their followers here.

“Tess of the Storm Country” is

one of the greatest of* Gordon plays,
a four-act drama filled with pathos
and heart thfrobs, -but at the same

time carrying just a sufficient

amount of comedy to relieve the

tenseness of the situations. It is a

tale of the storm country, of the

Woods and of the plain, wholesome

folk that dwell therein, with its

setting near the waters of Lake

Chautabqua in upper New York. It j
is a play far removed from the gen-
eral run of plays, something differ-

ent, something refreshing, a play
containing lessons which will long
linger in the minds, of those who

witness its production, a play that

has been lauded by- the critics, and

a play that has been heartily en-

dorsed by Managers Hill and Crooks

as well as Mr. Gordon himself. ’
Especial stage scenery, which will

enhance the beauty of the produc- j
tion and intensify the interest of the

audience, has been secured for the

play. Mr. Hill reports a splendid
advance sale for both the afternoon

and evening performances and all

are urged to get their tickets early
The is scheduled for 2 <3O

o’clock, with prices of 39c and 17c.

The evening performance will com-

mence at 8:30 o’clock, with the

regular prices of 55c and 28c pre-

vailing. Tickets now on sale at

Long’s.
The acts follow:

Act I.—The woods on the beach

of Lake Chautauqua. Late after-

noon. *

Act. 2.—Ora Skinner’s shack, 3 '
months later.

Act. 3.—Home of Elias Graves, 2

week later.
Act. 4.—The Squatters’ Mission,

the same 'fiVening.

Mrs. William Hamilton and Mrs.

Vernon Ballcolm of Gary came

Thursday to visit their mother, Mrs.

B. Minn, at Remington.

LOCAL PERSONAL NEWS.

Bert Courtwright, who had been

in St. Luke’s hospital sin Chicago,
returned to his home Thursday. He

is somewhat improved.
Mrs. Laura Harris, . Mrs. Brit

Marion and Mrs. Lula Keister went

to Chicago Thursday to spend the

holidays with J. W: Lister and fam-

ily.
Lillian Nagel of Boston, Mass.,

who had been visiting her sister,

Mrs. James Overton, left Thursday
for Winnebago, Minn., for a visit

with another sister, Mrs. F. N. Sim-

mons. - ¦
'

.

Lawrence and Albert Shumaker

went to Manchester Thursday to

visit relatives.

Mrs. A. S. Lowman and children

of Parr left Wednesday evening for

Drauge, Calif., for a visit with rela-

tives.

Father M. Ehlringer went to La-

fayette Wednesday evening to as-

sist at the Christmas service at the

St. Mary’s church.

Mrs. Anna Edge and daughter
went to Monon Wednesday. The

latter continued to Michigan City
to spend the holidays with her

grandmother, Mrs. O. M. Peek.

I
HOLIDAY SALES I
x - ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ M

LOWER PRICES OUR SEASON’S GREETINGS

SERVICE CHARGES REDUCED FROM $1 TO 75c PER HOUR I

•ff«r mor* of those 6,000-mile LION TJgES at REDUCED I

*•' Price*.

FA CAI INC ( Winter Standard *1 29.3 c per I

bAaULInE ,®r

l j- gallon I
EITHER ' Regular Indian j

.. ~ Genuine Ford Part*
Alcono

Solution Maxwell Part*
Anti-free»ng Soiut.o

Overland and Oakland Part.

***f°A.C®"
Mobiloil

Spotlight. Havoline
Motometer*

l3Tw—»¦ Sp™- •£"’
T s“r.,. 8.n.ri... Nj« L.»

c
.«..n. C.r<l..r -nd I

20 Mo. guarantee
Maxwell Car*.

TAXI SERVICE.

WINTER STORAGE—SB.OO PER MONTH

CALL FOR YOUR CALENDAR

IN ¦¦¦¦¦¦¦ —I ' '
""

'

The Main Garage I
The Best in Rensaelaer Phone 206

t
Day or Night |

SPECIAL FOR

XMAS

French

Strawberry,
Orange Ice,
Pistachios,

Santa Clauses,

and

Vanilla.

Chocolate

and

Strawberry
Ice Cream

Wright Bros.
The Home of Better

Things
9

Wishing For You

A

Merry Christmas
’ o

AND

Happy New Year

¦

¦Mi

WRIGHT BROS.
1

“The Home of

7_ * I
Better Things”

Thomas M. Callahan

Jasper County’s Leading

Implement Dealer
Our lines are standard and are fav-

orites of the up-to-date farmers

We handle everything from Garden

Plows to the Largest Tractors

We sell theBEST automobile made—

THE BUICK

also

Sell high grade anthracite and bi-

tuminous coals.

I Please, Please, Dear Santa Claus |
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THE EVENING REPVBLI CAN, RENSSELAER, IND.


