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| loads you shall have ‘your freedom;
.+| but untfl the gold s in my possession.
+- | you remiain a prisoner.” . B
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CHAPTER XIV.

' The Deadly Peril of Jane Clayton.
Lieutenant Albert Werper, terrified

' by contemplation of the fate which

might await him at Adis Abeba, cast

- .about for some scheme of escape, but

after the black Mugambi had eluded
their vigilance the Abyssinians re-

- doubled their; precautions to prevent

Werper follo
gro. :

A day or 8o after Mugambi had dis--
appeared, ‘Werper asked for an audi-
ence with Abdul Mourak. Abdul eyed
“What do. you want

. the lead -of the ne-

- “My Wberty,” replied Werper, 2
“The Abyssinian sneéred. “And you
disturbed:-me:thus to tell me. what any
ight know,” he said.” -

for it,” sald Werper.

rak laughed loudly: “Pay-

%

rags._that you have upon ‘your back?
neath your coat a thou pounds of
Get out! < You are a fool. Do

',lvoq; JIOL DUt Y o
_not_bother me: again or I shall have

3
| only-ten, loads, but as many as fifty

_|Into the protection of the Engl

" .{promise, and even if there be but five

.. | morrow we start ?” ‘B

= | lowing day the Abyssinian soldiers =
. |awhich turned their ‘faces . from the |

Pre- 1oy but a few diays farther to the south - Hi
Yof bhim, Achmet

expedition to the treasure vaults
BB R partunty 5 et
"

+'the hut where the She who had arrest-

- act of self-destruction.

-, in the ‘shadows of the huts toward the
. palisade at the far end of the village.

| Wir the Jungle could bear fhe welght-of --APe Was nowhere to.be found.
ia

1.will forfeit my |

repited the Belgian. “I know it {}
r-1 saw it buried with my.

~And mere—tliere. are not

own eyes.

men may earry. It is all yours if yof
will, e:to see me safely delivered
lsh.’l

- #Very well,” sald the Abyssinian, “I+ §

1

“I am satisfled,” said

“Abdul Mourak nodded, and the Bel- |
glen returned to his guards. The fol- [§

were surprified to  receive. an order

t to the south. .

While Werpér dreamed of freedom |y
and the unmolested enjoyment of the
fortune in his stolen pouch, and Abdul |
Mourak lay awake in greedy contem- | il
plation of the fifty loads of gold which  §

k gave orders to.
bis Meutenants that they should pre-:
pare a force of fighting men and car-
riers to proceed to the ruins of the
Englishman’s douar on the mOTTow.
and bring back the fabulous fortune
which his renegade lieutenant had told:
him was buried there. R L & & ‘
And as he delivered his instructions & '4’ /4 i
to. those within, a silent listener L7 /[ il
crouched without his tent, waiting for | [ Wik 4., A‘“ A T
the time when he might enter in safety | - 5 \
and prosecute his search-for {he miss- | 'The Hideous Face and Hairy Form of
ing pouch and the pretty pebbles that a Glant Anthropotd. :

had caught his fancy. AN
At last the swarthy companions of i cealment of a nearby bush, Numa, the

' Achmet Zek quitted his tent, and the lion; eyed-the pair hungrily and licked.

‘leader went with them to smoke & pipe ] hl‘.ﬂlops- e =

ith f their number, leaving his o :
with ope o gheix Sum ¥ Tarzan, entering the tént of Achmet

1l habitati " unguarded. : :
own Al e & Zek, searched the interlor thoroughly.

Scarcely had they left fhe interior
when a knife blade was thrust through | He tore the bed to pleces and scattered

the fabric of T rear wall, some ot | £0% 20" 0" L opluica N aataver. Hin
downward stroke opened an entrance ,!-g::mdl::’;:::::’d:‘;;gg dartlhc(l):e wrt;‘:
e gﬁi;hongzﬁmy;n&epm the' the habitation of the raider chief; but
ape-man, and close behind him came l!:;’s Ptg::o{lu:;ugz.tty pebbles rewardo:d

the huge Chulk; but Taglat did not [
Satisfied at last that his belongings

tollow them. Instead he turned and
sitnk through the darkness toward Were not in the possession of Achmet
4 ! Zek, unless they were on the person of

K\

.ed hfs brutish:interest lay securely
bound. . Within, the young woman, lay secure the person of the She before

upon -a:fllthy sleeping mat, resigned, ' further prosecuting his search for the
through utter hopelessness, to what- ' pouch. . -

ever fate lay in store for her untll th'e: Motioning for Chulk to follow him,
_opportunity arrived which would: per-, he pasted-out-of the tent.by the same.
mit her to free. herself by the only K Wa¥ that he had entered it, and walk-
means.-which now seemed even re- ing boldly though the village, made di-
motely possible—the hitherto detested reétly for the hut where Jane Clayton

? ‘ had been imprisoned. -

- Qreeping silently toward - the sen- As he approached the hut, the ape
! tries, & white-burnoosed “figure ap- man noticed that a crowd had collect-
proached the shadows at one end of ed about the entrance. Fearing lest
the hut. It came to the corner of the ,Gb&'l disguise should prove ‘inade-
. hut and peered around. The sentries quate to the concealment of his true
were but a few paces away; ‘but the identity in the face of S0 many observ-
ape did not dare expose himself, even ers, he commanded the ape to betake
for an instant, to those feared and , himself to the far end of the village,
hated thundersticks which: the Tar- -and there await him.

mangani knew so well how_to use, ' As’ Ohulk waddled off, keeping to
there were another and safer method the shadows, Tarzan advanted boldly
of attack. .~ - toward the excited group before the

Taglat withdrew & few paces to the doorway of the hut. Shouldering his
rear of the hut, gathered himself for way through the crowd he approached
the effort, ran quickly forward and the doorway, and had almost reached
leaped high into the air. He struck it when one of the Arabs laid a hand |
the roof directly above the rear wall uypon his shoulder, crying: “Who is
of the hut, and the structure, reln- %his?' at the same time snatching back.
forced by the wall beneath, held his. the hood from the apeman’s face. |
enormous weight for an instant, then  Tgrgan of the Apes in all his savage
he moved forward a Step, the rool jige had never been accustomed to
sagged, the thatching parted and the' pgauge in argument with an antagonist.
great anthropoid shot through into the e had his unmasker by the throat ere.
interier. ‘ the man’s words had scarce quitted

The sentrfes, hearing the crashing. pig and hurling him from side to
of roof poles, leaped to thelr feet »,miI 'ldf‘n’g:‘:dﬁe’d' away those who would
rushed into the hut. Jane Clafyton‘ have swarmed upon him.
tried to voll aside as the great form : i ’
Mt upon. the floor so close to her that ' mum;u% :;l :u;v i:pt(l):: d":';:::
one foot pinned her -clothing to the way, and & moment later was within
ground. | .

The.ape, feeling the movement be- ::: l::'tAthl;?tl{ ::.m::,gf: r:::a.lﬁ
side bim, reached down and gathered ooneq of gmell discovered, -too, the
the girl in the hollow of one mighty: coont Mor of '.l‘izht. the .BDO-’TII‘-
arm. The burnoose covered the hairy .. - gored a low, ominous e
body so that Jane Clayton believed wu co who w;mw;“m et &
. that & human arm supported her, nnd. the doorway to seize him, fell Siek ax
from the extremity of hopelessness 8 o qvage motes: of the bestial.chal-
great hope sprang into her breast that enge ~smote “m;. halr eaik: Tboy
at last she was in the keeping of a looksd at one nnotherh’suzpﬂse and
reseuer. - ; : . s . :

e bmo settes mere 0w within' oL, L N
the hut, but hesitating because of ! thex,“n“‘ ﬁoarq the volce: °§~-' wild:
doubt as to the nature of the cause Of pogue within, What could it meant.
the disturbance. © Seelng that they g, g jion or a leopard sought sanctu-
-stood withoutadvancing, and reallzing ..., the interior, unbeknown to the
that; handica aped “as. he was by the sentzlii'r ’ o

hednits “mh",:: ec;,anctmadp:to ‘:.fs:n:! .Tarzan's quick eyes discovered the
sk et ‘ opening ig the roof, through-which

R e et
sudden - for liberty. Lowering .., o' 4-fallen; and while the Arabs

two sentries who blocked the doorway. | - "C-
The impact <m;mnﬁmmdm‘_:;’;,§_‘;;’“ LB S
bowled them. over, upon..thelf backs, | Yot Sid SAFDered Git Rpor
and before they could scramble to (fOPRCE M0 “’l _grospd: at
i,  Whes.the. Arabg: finally  mustered
| cournge to_enter the hut, after firing
her res- veveral volleys thropgh the walls, they
found ‘the, interior deserted. At tlie
sime .time Tarzan, at the far end of
in - the village, sought for Chulk; but the

The speed and strength of
cuer filled Jane Clayton with wonder.
Cotild it be that Tarzan had surviv
the bullet of the Arab? Who- else

wn woman as lightly as he who ' Robbed of his She, deserted. by his
smpoke _his pame; but Compdnious, and as much in ignorance

L o P

| suddenly fo “a few mg

| the chief himself, Tarzan decided to |

his head, he charged straight for the Mq a without, he ang, catlike, (
- grasped the top of the |

cbarges butFate, already all too cruel,
now outdid herself—the wind veered

ments, the scent
that would have led.{! “h

- giel’s side was § A
direction ; Tarzan passe
3 t was be:

ng ¢én 4 the op-
WWM gone beyond recall.

t was morning before Tarzan could

,bring. himself to a. ation of the

-1 poasibility of fajlyre in Bis quest, and

" |.even_then bhe would only, admit that

| success was but delayed. He would

_eat and sleep, and then set forth again.

{ Taglat might travel far; but Tarzan

would find him In the end, though he
had to search every tree in the mighty
forest.” ' ’

Soliloguizing thus, the ape-man fol-
.Jowed the spoor of Bara, the deer, the
unfortunate upon which he had decid-
ed to satisfy his hunger. For half an
hour the trail led the ape-man toward
the .east along a well-marked game
path, when suddenly, to the stalker’s
astonighment, the quarry broke into
sight, racing madly back along the nar-
row way straight toward the hunter.

Tarzan, who “had been following
along the trail, leaped so quickly to
the concealing verdure at the side that

coming of its victim.

neath the limb and at the same instant
the ape-man above sprang out and
down upon its back. The weight of
the man’s body carried the deer to the
ground.
a futile effort to rise and then mighty
muscles dragged its head far back,
gave the neck a vicious wrench and
Bara was dead.

Quick had been the killing, and
equally quick were the ape-man’s sub-
sequent actions, for who might know
what manner of killer pursued Bara,
or how close at hand he might be?
Scarce had the neck of the victim
snapped than the carcass was hanging
over one of Tarzan's broad shoulders,
and an instant later the ape-man was
perched once more among the lower
branches of a tree above the trail, his
keen, gray eyes scanning the pathway
down which the deer had fled..

His 'sharp eyes saw the muzzle of
the leading horse as it ¢ame into view
around 8 bend in the “tortuous trail,
and one by one they scrutinized the
riders as they passed beneath him in
single file.

Beneath him, as unconscious of his
fore and behind him, rode Albert Wer-
per, while the ape-man scrutinized the
Belgian for some sign of the pouch
which he had stolen. . :

As the Abyssinians rode toward the
south, a giant figure hovered ever upon
thelr trall—a huge, almost naked
white man, who carried the bloody cak
cass of a deer upon his shoulders, for
Tarzan knew that he might not have
another opportunity to hunt for some
time if he were to follow the Belglan.
A two days’ march brought them to
a level plain beyond which lay moun-
tajns—a plain which Tarzan remem-
bered and which aroused-within him
vague half memories and strange
| longings. Beside a charred pile of
timbers the “Abyssinians halted, and
Tarzan, sneaking close and concealing
himself in nearby shrubbery, watched

in wonderment. He saw them
up the earth and he wondered
if they had hidden meat there in the
past and now had come for it. Then
he recalled how he had buried his pret-
ty pébbles and the suggestion that had
caused him to do it. They were dig-
ging for the things the blacks had bur-
fed here! g = :
. Presently he saw them uncover a
dirty yellow object, and he witnessed
the joy of Werper and of Abdul Mou-
rak as the grimy object was exposed
to view. One by one they unearthed
many .similar pleces, all of the same
L uniform -dirty yellow, until a pile of
them lay upon the ground, & pile
‘which Abdul Mourak fondled and pet-
ted in an ecstasy of greed.

Something stirred in the ape-man’s
rm(nd as. he looked long upon the
.golden ingots. Where had he seen
_such before? What were they? He
recalled the black men who had bur-
fed them. .The things must be theirs.
Werper was stealing them as he had
stolen Tarzan's pouch of pebbles. The
ape-man’s eyes blazed in anger. He
would; Mke to find the black men and

‘}1ead themr against these thieves.

As all these things ran through the
active mind a party of men moved out
of the forest- at the, edge of the plain
and advanced toward the ruins of the
burped bungalow, :

. Abdul Mourak, always watchful, was
the first to see them, but already they
were halfway across the open. Wer-
per, swinging into his saddle, fastened
L his eyes upon the newcomers, then,
white and trembling, he turned toward
Abdul Mourak. 5

.+ *It 18 Achmet Zek and his raiders,”
he whispered. *They are come for the
god.” . :

It must Eave been at about the
same instant that Achmet Zek discov-
ered ‘pile .of yellow ingots and
realized ‘the actuality of what he had

: FM feared since first his eyes had

Auhmred pot whom the
y might be. They would not give

- o

eame his moiley Bonde of cut-throat
followers. : ~

The men of Abdul Mourak met them
with a volley which emptted a few sad-
_dles, and then the raiders were among
them, and sword, pistol and musket,
each was doing its most hideous and
bloody work. : .

Achmet Zck, spying Werper at the
first charge, hore down upon the Bel-
glan, and the latter, terrified by con-
templation of the fate he deserved,
turned his horse’s head and dashed
madly away in an effort to escape.
Shouting to a lieutenant to take com-
mand; and urging him upon pain of

trfck that the Arab had played wpon
‘hifn the sight of the weapon was
adroitly hooked into the rawhide

thong which forined the [eur,hg
strap of the pouch, and lheJ tter was

drawn quiekly from his view into the
d%. foliage at the trail's side,

here was another who bad seen
the pouch and recognized it, Who ad-
vanced with Achmet Zek, hovering
above him, as silent and as sure as
death itself, and as the Arab, finding
a little spot less overgrowd with
bushes than he had yet encountered,
prepared to gloat his eyes upon the
contents of the pouch, Tarzan paused
direetly above him, intent upon the

the deer was-still unaware of the pres- =
ence of an enemy in this direction, and | §
while the animal was still some dis-{F
tance away, the ape-man swung into |}
the lower branches of a tree which ]
overhung the trail. There he crouched, |
a savage beast of prey, awaiting the

In a moment the victim flashed be- [

It stumbled forward once in | I

“presence as were the Abyssinians be-)

| had come opposite the dead horse of i ; g
full yiew, while a short distance along ; ,

death to dispatch the Abyssinians and
3 y same object.-
=  Wetting his thin lips with his
tongue, Achmet Zek loosened the tie
strings which closed the mouth of the
pouch, and cupping one clawlike hand
poured forth a portion of the contents
into his palm.
;. A single look he took at the stones
f lving in his hand. His eyes narrowed,
a_curse broke-from his lips, and he
hurled the small objects upon the
ground  disdainfully. Quickly he
emptied the balance of the contents
‘' untll he had’ scanned each separate
stone, and as he dumped them all upon
the ground and stamped upon them
his rage grew until the muscles of his
. face worked in demonlike fury, and
‘his fingers clenched until his pails bit
into the flesh.
Above, Tarzan watched in wonder-
-'ment. He had been curious to dis-

o

Achmet Zek Set Off Across the Plain
in. Pursuit.

bring the gold back to his camp, Ach-" |
met Zek set off across tHe plain in pur- ‘
suit of the Belgian, his wicked nature
unable 'to forego the pleasures of re-' |iiaaib ‘ ‘ ‘
venge, even at the risk of sacrificing s, WA B by
the treasure. | Hi8 I j .
" Werper, going over his head rolled
a few. yards farther on, scrambled to
his feet and ran bacly Selzing the
reins he tugged to drag the beast to
his feet; but the animal would not or W
could not rise, and as the Belgian - §
cursed and struck him, Achmet Zek |
appeared in view.

Instantly the Belglan ceased his ef-
forts with the dying animal at his feet,
and seizing his rifle, dropped behind '
| the horse and fired at the oncoming

Arab. 7T AL, ¢ L
His bullet, going low, struck Achmet S : '
Zek's horse In the breast, bringing Above, Tarzan Watched . in -Wonder-
men

him down a hundred yards from where |
Werper lay preparing to fire & second  .,yer what all the pow-wow-about his
shot. ; pouch had *meant. ‘He wanted:to see
The Arab, who had gone down With ywhat the Arab would do after the
his mount, was standing astride him, otfier had gone away, leaving the
and seelng the Belgian’s strategic PO- poych behind %im, ‘and, having satis-
sition behind his fallen horse, 108t 00 = fled his curiosity, he would then have
time in taking up a similar one pounced mpon Achmet Zek and taken
his own. ; the pouch and his pretty pebbles away
And there the two lay, alternately from him, for did they not belong to
firing at and cursing each ether, while Tarzan? ;
from behind the Arab, Tarzan of the He saw the Arab now throw aside
Apes approached to the edge of the the empty pouch, ‘and grasping his
forest. Keeping to one side of the long gun by thg barrel, clublike, sneak
trail, the ape-man came presently to a : stealthily . through the jungle peside
point where he could look down in_ the trail along which Werper had
comparative safety upon the ﬁghtel‘sl._I gone. s ;
First one and then the other would , As:the man disappeared from his
 partially raise himself above. ‘his  view; Tarzan dropped to the ground
breastwork of horseflesh, fire his ‘
weapon and immediately drop flat be- | spiiled contents of the pouch, and the
hind his shelter, where he would re- moment that he obtained his first near
load and repeat the act a moment | view of the scattered pebbles.he un-
later. & : { derstood the rage of the Arab, for in-
Werper had fired all but a single - stead « f the glittering and scintillating
cartridge, when, during a lull in the gems hich had first canght and held
fighting, he called aloud to his oppo- the stténtlon ‘of the apeman, the
nent. _ | pbuch had.now contaiged but a collec-
-“Achmet Zek,” he cried, “Allah'alone l tion of grdinary river pebbles. - -

knows which one of us may leave our (TO BE CONTINUED.)

bones to rot where he lies upon this w :

trail today if we keep up our foollsh
battle. You wish the contents of the
‘He’s the Winner
5 M-aixiie Beaver went to Lafayette

wish my life and my liberty even more

than I do the jewels. Let us each,

then, take that which he most desires

will lay the pouch upon the carcass of ' Clinton Brown returned to his

my horse, where you may see #t, and ,me at Huntington after visiting

you, in turn; will lay your gum "upon relatives here. “
to kain‘y-
with ‘her

pouch I wear about my waist, and 1
and go our separate ways in peace. I today.
your horse, with butt toward me. Then i

Boft w

I will go away, leaving the pouch to | Mrs. W. L. 'e?tt
vis:

you,.and you will let me go in safety. ette’ today for a
I want only my life, and my freedom.” 1'13981‘“1'.

. The Arab thought in silence for a
moment.® Then he spoke. His reply
was influenced by the fact that he had
expended his last shot.

“Go your  way, then,” he growled, |
“leaving the pouch in plain sight be- |
hind you. See, I lay my gun thus,
with the butt toward you. Go.” - . d
" Regretfully Werper laid the pouch, ! = ° =
' its contents— undisturbed, - upon . the ' B ==
body of his horse, rose, gnd taking his

T

is
LR

But Achmet Zek was no 200l to ex:
pose himself té the blackened honor
of & thief and a murderer. Taking his
long gun with him, he lefs the trall, en
| tering the rank and tangléd vegetation |
' which walled it, ‘and ¢rawling slowly
forward on hands and knees he paral-
' leled the trail; but never for an in-
stant was his

s good #upply: of

-Bo‘tter buy ihﬂo ﬂhm&h .

and commenced gathering up the

rifie with him, backed slowly down the g - ik : ‘
trafl until a turn hid him trom.hw i : s : o
view of ‘the watchful Arab. . il g 18 ;
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“of the hidden assassin, =~~~

4
%

the trall Werper waited In growing '25(

body exposed {0 the rifie complete. i i




