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the |’ pnproteeted heart. . The - result -had,
with{: from; thie first,” been: inevitable.
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For a. moment Werper had stood

T aerous” ‘knife’ poised “for the fatal
' thrait ; but fear sthiyed his hand, wan
if the first blow should fafl to dl'lve
the point to his victim's heart?. Wer- i
per shuddered in . contemplation of

the disastrous copsequences. to him-
self.

3D } NI ERRIe

‘Again came the soft seund of pad-
_ded  footsteps in -the reeds——closer
. this time. He abandoned bis design.
Before him stretched the wide plain
and escape.  The: jewels were in his |
possession. To remain longer'was to
risk death -at the hands of B, or
the ‘jaws of the hunter' a-eeplng ever
‘nearer. Tuming, he “slunk away:
throngh the night, tewerd the -distant |
.., farest,

Tarzan s_lem on. Where were thoee
uncanny guardian ' powers that had
‘. fopmerly rendered him immune from
the ‘of surprise?  Could "this|

dul aleeper be the alert, sensltlve Tar
Perhaps the b}ow upon hls heed had|

‘aumbed “his senses temporarlly——who
may SI.Y? '‘Closer crept the stealthy

-a8-a stranger, upon-the

“pared” thelr

1 E'Txféﬂ
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fntorms

! reached its shelter.

+ #1s “ass

~§toon TotfonTess.  The tEaring

1'biting and’, kicking ‘at her foe.

“dashed AWAY. 1 1%
"Clinging’ with one hand to the ehortt i)
mane of his quarry, Tamn struck | |

{'his mea,

stretc and
tlewe. yvavwned, rose and med ebout
him- through the leafy foliage of his'

- retreat.  Across the wasted meadow- '

lands end fields of John Clayton, Lord
Greystoke, Tarzan of the Apes looked,

‘meoving figures :
of Basull e‘n&l}i‘s bra «-.S» as the |
elr mornlng meal en
%}IT #et out nhbn"!hg ﬁﬂl
llel m after
hayot anfl disaster wh h
had befallen the estate of his d {
aster.

“The ape-man eyed the blacks with
curlosity. In the back of his briln
lottered a fleeting sense of Tamilia
with all that he saw, yet he conld’ ol‘
connect any of the various tormlmf
life/ anfojate and inanimate, which l
fallen Within the range of his vis
gince he had emerged from the dagk-
ness of - the pits of Opar, with y.ic
particular event of the past i

He watched the hlacks scatter their
cook fire and depart; but theugh the
face of ench of them bad but.recenfly
been as familiar: to him’ ag his own
they awakened within him.no re@l
lections whatsoever.

When ‘they Ba ‘“gone he descen&d
from the free sought food. TA

grazed nearest- to him as he nea
the herd:: It was instinct which !
lected the former for 'his ‘meat. £ A
low bush 'grew but a few yards from
the unsuspecting two. The 'ape-man
He gathered
spear firmly in his grasp. Cautiou$ly
he drew his feet beneath him. In A
single, swl,t.t Jpove, he rose and st
his ’e‘ yéhpoly ‘at the mare’s sifle.
Nor 11 hé walt’td note the effect jof,
. “but’ léaped catlike affer
his spear "his bunting knl.t& in. bls
hand, ra

For an lnstant the t“o anlmﬁls-
of the
cruel barb into her side brought a sud-
den screamy of pain: angd; fright::from

plump young zebra mare and a smll;‘i

the ynarg, and then they; both wheeled |

and broke for safety; but Tarzan of
the ., Apes, for .a. distance rof a- few-
;yards, could equal the speed of even

~these, and ‘the first stridé of ' the ‘mare}
- found “her ‘overhauled, ‘with” a savage |’
“She ‘turned, |’
Her|

besst at her slmnlder
mate hesitated for .an  instant, as

| though abont to, rush. to; her  assist-|

,an¢e; but a Jbackwand glence revealed
to -him the -fiying heels of the balance

| of the ‘herd, and:with a snort and a} ({24

sheake “of 'his ‘hedad he 'wheeled andv

again and again with his knife at the

mare fought: bravely;: but hopéelessly,
anid présently sank  to'the éarth, her]

‘helrt pleréed” The ape-man pliced al

foot upon her carcass and raised his
volce in the vlctory cell ot the Mnn-

ganl.

Tarstn grasped lﬂs kill and dragged
it to the partial seclusion of the bush
which, had, hidden his owa . near.ap-
prouch, and there he-squatted upon 1t
cut & huge hunk: of flesh 'from: ‘the]
loin and proceeded: to satify his hun-

ger ‘with the warm and dripping meéat. |

Attruted by the shrill kcreamn of
the mare a ‘pair 'of hyenas srunk pre.-

ently into. view. They trotted fo a

point a fewyards from the gorgingy,

ape-man and halted. ~ Tarzan looked
up, bared his  fighting {fangs and
growled: The chyenas rveturned the
compliment, and -withdrew &:couple of-
paces. ‘They made no'inove to attack;’
bit ‘continued to ‘sit at a respectful
distance until’ ‘“Tarzan had concluded
After the ape-man had. cut
& few strips from thé cagcass. to carry |

with him, hé walkéd slowly off in the:
sd@trectionof the Ttiver to. ‘quench his
thirst. His way lay directly’ ‘toward
the hyenas nor did he alter his course
‘becguse of them.

" With all the lordly majesty of Npma,
the Mon, he strode stralgll toward the
growling beasts. For a moment t.bey

creaturé through the reeds. The
rustling curtdin of vegeétation parted

a few paces from where the sleele't

lay; and .the massive head of ' llon
lvpeared

It was the beeting “of the beast’s |
tall against the reeds which awekened
Tarzan,  Jungle folk do not awaken
slowlv—lnsmntly. full consciousness

and ‘1811 &S tagd” of ihelf @
ulty-teturns. to *gom : E;
of jprefound sluimber: b4

Even as Tarzan openedhlst!!“he
was upon his feet, his spear grasped
firmly in his hand and ready for at-
tack. Again was he Ta of ﬂlt
Apes, sentient, vigilant, -rea ﬂl{y 3

Whether it was surprise, fear oz
- caution  which prompted: the™

ton!

that he did not carry"
. design, he did not spring at the man
at all, but, instead. wheeled inpi
.sprang back into the reedn as. 'rema

O
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'} onee mr

shoulders and looked sbout for his|

‘held their ground, bristling and de-
flant; but enly for a moment, and then
sluak BWRy to one stde -while the in-
/different apeman passed them on his:
lerdly._way, A moment later they were
tearing at the remains of Zhe zebra.
At the river, Tarzan drank his fill
and bathed. During the heat of the

Ty o

l? x Kﬁut across
e pla 'l:heﬁ’lor%-& and a
longing for the pleasures of its mys-
terious depths his thoughts
for a considerable time. With the
-sun he would cross the open and
+the forest! There was no hurry
—there lay before him
ot tombmn with nau,
Z ripg of the appetites and
Subment. Recalling only
gther existence, /

man wu happy- Lord Greystoke hed‘ '

msed to exist.

‘gested an excursion. Stretchlnchﬁ
lyhedroppedtotmgmndn“
nevedelowlymwm the river. Tar-

| almost entlrely tlu‘onsh the beast’s

'n:e1~

ficléhtly so as not to be goaded by
pangs ' of hunger and ss for Tarzan he
seldom ate the meat of the carnly-
ores; but a point of ethics was at
stake and nelﬁf&‘d& M“ mMéU
“—vﬂo- they- &

There came A&n mtem;pqpn wmch#
ynt a0 ond to the deadlock (and ' it
game.from. Tarzan's resr. -He aund the
lions had beén making so:much noisg
that neither could hear anythingabove
their conéerted bedlam; and ko It wak
'“that “Turgan ‘did "not ' lsear the greail
bulk; bemnx down  from behind
until ‘an instan before It was upo
him,. and then he turned. to see Butz
the rhinoceros, his little pig eyes-blaz
ing charging madly toward him and
already so- close’ that escapé seemed
inipossible ; yet 8o ‘perfectly were mind

spoiled, primitive man that’ almost
simultapequsly with ‘the semse-percepr
tion . of the three,tened danger . he
wheeled and hurled l;js,spear at Buto’k
chest. | It was & Jbeavy spear shod
with. iron, and behind: it were the glanl

110 meet 1t was' the eno us welght of -
‘Buto' and" the mémeil tum ' of his’ rapid

gtapt that Tarzan turned to meet the
charge of the Irascible. rhinocerot
might take long to tell, and. yet,would
hgve taxed the swiftest lens to record.
As his Spear jeft His i hdand the ape
man- - was. ! looking @Gown upon: ‘the
mighty ‘horn' lowered ‘0 toss him, 'so
_close ‘'way Buto to himi' The spear en-
tered the rhlnoceroﬂ' peck at its junc
tion. with the left shoulder and passed

that - he

_hedg, iand.at..the: Ipstant)

Tarzan Leaped Straight Tnto the Ajr.d
launched” it, 'Tarian leaped stralght
into fhe " air,  alighting upon  Buto's
back. but escaping the mighty horn.
Then Buto espled the lions and bore
mg dawn ,upon. thew while , Tarzap
of qtll?e‘ "Apes ql?epeg nimbly Into the
tangled .creepers at one; slde of the
trail. /The first llon met Buto’sicharge
‘and -was tossed high overithe back:of
the' maddened -brute, torn' and- dying,
and’ then’the six remiaining-llons ‘were
upop ' the rhinocerol, rending' and

gored. or; trgn.\pled. . From_ the safety
| ot his perch Tarzan watched the bat:
tle royal -with the keenest . lnterest,
Fora time It seemed that Buto, the

gory: battle. -Already: had he account:
ed- for four ofiithe seven:iions and
badly wounded the three remaining
when, 4 a temporary: ull inTthe en
counter,” he:#auk Hmply to:his knees
and volled;over ipen:his side. Tar-
gan’s spear had: plerced- the :greaf
Jungs; and Buto, with: vietory: almost 1
in Mt.mﬂ!ﬂ to'lnternnl hemon-
rhage. @0

oThew “Tarsan came down trbm blp,
sanctnery end as the wounuedullong.
growling, d " themsel vy *away,.
.the epe-mah it hia speui troiil they tal
‘body; of Buto, ‘hacked off.a stéak apd’
vanished, inte the jungle. . The. epjsode
was; over: -1t had been gil In the day‘&;
work—something which you -and. 1
might talk abeout for # lifetime TaArzap
'dismissed frém: bis mind’ the' \¥noment]
‘that ‘the Scefié’passed froth’ lis sigh

Swlnl‘lnrg back, thro the junglé’in
1 a wide circie the?pe-:‘:n ‘cainé ‘to the

iver at another point, drank and, ‘oo
to the trees mgain and. whlle he

ed, aummrmwmm
less of hls tuture, there .eame throug

nem-vlﬂla hsiry® bodl&mmﬂ
and ‘erookied” legs. ' Théy i were - &
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and taseles 'Co-OPQIRNSE Th this it pf

muscies of the ape-man, “while coming{}. ;

rush. All that happefied in' the in{

“alded -

tearing’ the' while fhey were. bemg ’

'ing, miolten mass of hatred for Tarzan
of the Apes.

hinoeeras; vigtor. in. the :
S e pROTS) et of A wominscorned.:Twice had she

r«
with kunives and tbmm*"
r’“ﬂ’ﬁﬂﬂ Ndmmhv rthed 1,,:1 u " .*
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of mlpnls.ts \\orklp,g ‘the vast goldl
mnines;of, central ;Africa. From these
and their degraded -slaves. and a later
intermixture-of the blood of the an-
thropoids; sprong the: gnarled men of
Opar; but by some-queer freak of fate
patural selection, the old At-
lantéad strain flad’ remained pure and
undegraded i tHe females descended
from @ 'single), princess of the royal
house of -‘Atlantis’’ who' had been in |

trophe. Sueh was basT
Bumlng with - whltelhot anger was |
the ‘high' priestess, her“heéart’ d seeth:

The zeal of the religious

fanatic whose altar has been dese |
crated was triply.enhanced by the rage :

thrown ‘her heart -at the i feet of the
godlike ‘ape-man 'and 'twice ‘had she

‘been repulsed. ' “Before Tarzan’ came .

that first time to Opar, La had never:
seen a human male other than the gro-.
tesque and kpotted men of her clan.;
With one of these she mu‘xt mate soen-

er or later that the linexof high
4 priestesses might not ¥ lm)kdn o |

f

'less fate should bring Qother men to

[} Among ige

yet
ends of 5155; were

and ”‘m?m hgd! eome en;’%‘
; but these latter had ﬁ;;)

%'.%5' b
Ms&‘ﬂﬁ Fglﬁﬁf

svneentsw ould ;isemd -her. caryen,

packed galleys forth' to suceor ght
colonists ? e 4

! aumm of her WIODgS.

* Flaming God ;' e had dedécrated the "

Opar at theé“time of the great catas | 1ave of iLa, the woman, and for this he

'wes‘a ‘hard” taskmaster, “too; for-she g

ile should be |’
tertured.. . His should. be a slmv and |
frightful deal,h His punishment showld |
be mdequate! to’l the -imuiénsity -of ‘his
évime.T ‘He - had -wrested | the' sacred |;
knife from’ {54 ; he'had'lain tsal:rileglduc
handﬂ upon’ the High Prlestess of' the

altar and the, tempre For these things
he should die; but, he had scorned the

—should die horribly Wwith great anguish.

Thé mareh of La and>her priests}
was not wltllout its adventures. Un
used ‘were ‘thése to ‘the’ ‘ways ‘of the |
jungle, gsince seldom did any venture

‘forth from- behind  Opar’s. { erurbling |

walls; yet' thelt>¥ery humbers protect: |
'od them and so they came without fa-
tallties far along. the. tran of Tarzan
‘and Werper ,Three great apes accom- -
panleq them, and to these was dele-
. gated - the . business .of . tracking the
Quarry,. ar feat: beyond  the senses:-of
{ the Qpariansu La commanged. ' She

looked down with' loathing and 'edn-
tempt upon the misshapen creatures
amongst which ' cr‘uel*fate had thrown
+het and e some ‘extent ventéd- upon
‘them ~ heér:'’ dlSSatlsfaction ‘and " ‘her
-thwarted love. —She- mde -them ~butid-

her a strong p ; FReTe W
each night and k g{c - Beel;
ing before it from- s !o ilﬁml ; »

she tired of walking they vre.};g forced

to carry her upon an improviséd litter,

thmugli thid ftingle ifi thie wake of the
sgrelit wpe nAtil at 18t he Aalted. thiem
‘with ‘a raised. hand’ and polnted, up-
_.ward a_little ahead,.;There they saw
the glant form of .the ape;man
isteetched: dlong:-a)low bough:and ieven
‘i isleep ‘ond hand-grasped & stout Hmb
and one strong, brown leg reﬁi:hd out
und 'ovért Ughother;” At eade lay-
‘Tarsdn of 'the’ Apes, éleeping, li%iry‘ily

a foll stomach and dreamipg of

Euma, fhe. 1103, and ,Horta, the boar, —

- ald othex; greatures-of i the jungle: No
intimationi rof | amget, assajled: the dor-
‘mant faeulties ofi'the ape‘nin~-he
S8W ‘N0 cmuehlhg hen‘y ﬂgetés Hpon
“the ‘gropna’ benepﬂx ‘him’ nor the ‘three

“#pes_that Q\)v'ung Hojetly info_the :i‘be T,

beslde him. -
. {The, first, letlmatlon ot dangerv ybal :
came ta Darzan was. the:impactiof
three bodles -as the fhree apes leaped
dapon'! him'and@ hirled him’ “orh the
ground, where he alighted haif'

ned b their .com welght,
and wa lﬁtgﬁedlately 3’ pon by the

Afty hairy men . on as many of : ;hem %
.@s could swarm,gpon his person. vIn- -
stantly the ape-man: beeame the: eenter

of a whirling,striking,-biting mael- .

sttom: of horeor. ' He foughtinobly, but

the odds against him were~too great.

Skvwly they~— overcame--him, -~theugh
arce; one of tllm dia. ndl

ar:s- cromﬁmfrmuen.) e

nor did one dare to question rxgm Y
thority or her right to such se Arth Tu
. teur, Indi

For many days they marched, the'lis, came "ili‘hmdsy 'e:gn :omm.

apes following the trail easlly and tend the Van'

It was dur) ng a noouday ha t wh ea
were lying resting after a tiresom

denee

march’ that one of the npes rose; sud- o8 i

-‘Ln ‘and the priests

dﬂeé&lﬁ"‘




