* -+ ‘nuvigators first bore back to Spain and England.

" None Should Blame Thanks “

_giving Bird for Mental lncaDaci'm,_ '
for All of His Efforts Go Toward the &
Development of Flavor

ENOR DON TURKEY played a brilliant part in history even before
the Spaniards discovered him, along with Mexico, in 1518.

Long before that he had been worshiped by “Aztecs. Later,
when his religious vague was past, he was given. honarible men-
tion as a bird of honor at the marriage banquet of a Kking. So
superior a viand was he considered when- first introduced to
Europe that in a ‘‘constitution” set forth hy Cranmer in 1541
turkey. is named as one of the greater fowls, of which an ecclesi-
astic was to “have but one in a dishe.” But he speedily multiplied

to such an extent that no later than 1555 two turkeys and four turkey chicks

_were served at a feast of the sergeants at arms in London. :

Turkeys at that period were mentioned in connection with cranes and
swans as important and rich items of a banquet. A little later, in 1573,
turkeys were used on the tables of English husbandmen for the Christmas
feast. In the meantime they were more than plentiful in their home land,
where turkeys continued to sell for about six cents apiece as late as the
nineteenth century. For six cents in those good old days a turkey weighing
ahout twelve pounds could be bought by a good shopper. If the family
needed a turkey weighing twenty-five or thirty pounds it was necessary to
pay as much as a quarter. But it must be remembered that six cents .in

* those days counted a good deal more than it does in this,

- The turkey that the Aztecs worshiped was probably either the Mexican
wild turkey, which is known by the white touches on its tail covers and quills,
or, more appropriately, the ocellated turkey of Honduras and other parts of
South America, whose brilliant plumage, spotted almost as gloriously with
vivid colors as a pe!ﬁ't'ock,v somehow allies it particularly with that vivid
early people. The turkey which strolled out of the forests of New England
and furnished so marvellous a banquet for our Puritan forefathers was a
handsemer bird than that of Mexico, in, the opinion of some lovers of beauty,
but not so brilliant a one as the Honduras turkey. : :

The American wild turkey, which really belongs to Thanksgiving, was
the North American wild turkey found throughout the eastern United States
and Canada. Sclentifically it is known as the Meleagris Americana. Its
phumage is black, shaded with bronze. In the rays of the sun the bird gleams
in a heautiful harmony of black, copper, gold and bronze. And the turkey
likes the rays of the sun. He hates damp weather, not alone because it is
bad for his health, but because it obscures his beauty.

It is generally believed at present that all the turkeys of the world have
descended from the three forms known as the North American bird, which has
just been described; the Mexican bird and the oeellated bird. .

The turkey which was first introduced into Europe may have been r-
ried there My the Spaniards from Mexico or the Jesuits may have take it
back across the waters from one of their scattered stations in ‘the great
woods of Canada. In any event, one of its representatives figured at-the
marriage banquet of Charles IX and was regarded as of sufficient importance
%o he mentioned in the reports of that festivity. - 1

The Mexican turkey is the wild bird of Mexico, which also came over the
line into .the southern part of the United States. Meleagris Gallopava Is the
name that is generally employed to describe this turkey. It is somewhat
shorter in the shank than the northern species. Its body color is a metallic

~ plack, shaded with bronze. This is thought to be the' species that the early

The white tips of its
plumage ®lsc have suggested that it is to this bird rather than to the wild
turkey of North America that most of the domestic fowls owe their origin.

JTheJocellaie('l turkey, Meleagris Ocellata, which is smaller than the others,

has a bare head and neck. ‘Its body plumage is bronze and green, banded
with gold bronze and varied with spots or eyes of brilliant colors—blue, red

. and brilliant black. : ;

§ %Vhy the turkey is _called the turkéy when its origin is admittedly purely
occidental is a subject: that has puzzled many +persons. There are several
reasons givén by those who have delved deeply’ into this problem, and one
is privileged tc take his choice. In the first place, it is stated that the turkey
was originally supposed to have come from Asia. Thus at a time when a

- gpeat stretch of territory .on the Asiatic continent was called “Turkey” the
bird derived its name from its supposed origin. Another speculative chron-
icler records that the Indians called the bird “firkee” and that from this its

" ¢common name was created. Then_,'agaln, it is somewhat generally believed
that the bird named itself by its peculiar utterances, which are translated as
sturk-turk-turkee,” Again, * still more subtle .philosophers have traced the

" paming of the bird to its kinship in the matter of polygamous habits with the
Turks over the water. Certainly ‘no turbaned subject of the sultan, even In
the days when harems were considered an article of ‘the true religion, was
_ever more tenacious of his privileges in this regard than the turkey cock of
barnyard or forest. Turkeys were also at one time supposed to have come
from Africa and they were confused with guineas. The errors in their scien-
tific naming sre due to this confusion. '

When, in 1621, after making their firs¢ harvest, the pilgrims decreed- that
 ‘there should be a three days’ festival, which was really the first Thanks-
* " giving, wild turkeys already had become known as a delicious food, and they
~ furnished the mainstay of the feast. The old pioneers weren’t so badly off,

is seems," in some ways as we have been led to imagine, for altheugh they
were deprived of the joys of tinned meats and vegetables and cold storage
and similar blessings, turkeys were so plentiful that it is recorded it was
customary to refer to them as bread. Another chronicler sets forth the fact

- that the breast .of the wild turkey when cooked in butter was esteemed by

" even the epicures among the explorers. But in spite of their abundance tur-
keys were regarded with fayor even by the red men, if one is to judge by the
QWN prayer which they uttered:

. %0 Great Being, I thank thee that I have obtained the use of my legs
agaln $0-that I am able to walk about,and kill turkeys.” ;
" It was not alone in early New England that the bird was regarded with
h fayor 8s en edible. Isaac De Rasieries in 1627 writes a description of
. : 1 :

.

_the trukey and details the method of Bunting them in

retain so much of their wild nature that the)

 among the states, producing

the New Netherlands:
“There are also very large turkeys running wild. They have very long
legs and run so extraerdinarily fast that generally we take savages -when: we
go to hunt them, for when one has deprived them of the power of flying they
yet run so fast that we cannot catch them unless their legs are hurt also.”
Turkeys have been called the greatest game bird of this country, and the
methods of taking them have been many. John Hunter, who was captured‘
by the Indians.and spent some time in captivity, in his memoirs, written in
1824, tells how the Indians made a decoy bird from the skin of ‘a turkey, fol-
lowed the turkey tracks until they came updn a flock and then partially
displaying their decoy and imitating the gobbling noise made by ‘the cock,
drew off first one and then another of the flock, who being socially inclined,
came along to lnl\'estigate the newcomers, : ¢ A
Among the Indians the children were expected to kill turkeys with ‘their
blow gunsf These were Im.llm'v reeds, in which arrows were placed and_blown
ont with sueh force that, being directed at the eye of the creature,
they often brought him down. Children as young as eight years
were successful at this sort of shooting. Adrian Van der Donck says
that turkeys were sometimes caught by dogs in the snow during the
3 seventeenth century, but generally they were shot at night from
trees. They slept in-the trees in large flocks and often selected the same spot
many nights in succession. At other tinfes the Indians would lay roots of
which the turkeys were fond in small streams and take the birds as they

‘were in the act of getting these roots.

In Virginia the trap or pen was much used. This trap was built In the
forest and leading to it was a long train of corn. The trap was a simple
affair built of logs lald one upon another and having rough rails laid across
the top. There was a trench dug under the lowest logs which fenced in the
pen. In this trench corn was scattered and the turkey following the trail of
this delicacy for some distance off would finally come to the trench, which
seemed to be quite providentially strewn with an unusually rich supply. He
followed the great bright path of rich foed to his destruction. The turkey’s
lack of intelligence, when it comes to penning him up, is one of the reasons
why a great many Americans have not been in aecord with Benjamin Frank-
lin’s idea that the turkey and not the eagle should be the bird of our conntry.

A writef, describing the shooting of turkeys in the latter half of the nine-
teenth century in Michigan, speaks of the use of the hollow bone of the
turkey’s wing, which in the mouth of an expert can be made to reproduce per-
fectly the piping sound of  the turkey hen. Sometiines also turkeys were
hunted on horseback. In Virginia, according to an old writer, this was not
uncommon. He says: !

“Though we galloped our horses we could not overtake them [the
turkeys], although they run nearly two hundred and twenty vards befere
they took flight.” 'The constant practice of our forefathers in shooting ‘game
developed a great many fine turkey shots, and it is recorded that in the latter
half of the seventeenth century “a man was thought a bad shot if he missed
the very head of a wild turkey on top of the highest tree with a single ball.”

To “pot hunting” and to_the practice of luring the turkeys by imitating
the call of the hen in the spring, Sylvester D. Judd of the biological survey
of the United States department of agriculture largely attributes the ex-
termination of the wild turkey In many parts of the United States where
formerly it was especially abundant. Trapping the turkeys in pens also
helped along the extermination. :

Although the turkey is, generally speaking, not a particularly hardy bird,
being subject to various forms of indigestion, etc., he is varied in his dlet
and usually has a good appetite. Some of the things which the wild turkey
likes best and which the domesticated bird will by no means. scorn are grass-
hoppers, crickets, locusts, tadpoles, small 'lizards, garden seeds and snalls.
One turkey which was examined by a scientist was found to have partaken
of a meal including the following viands: o

One harvest spider, one centipede, one thousand-legs, one ichneuman
fly, two yellowjackets, one grasshopper, three katydids, wild cherries, grapes,
berries of dogwood and the sorghum, two chestnuts, twenty-five: whole acorns,
a few alder calkins and five hundred seeds of tick trefofl. The domestic_tur-
key’s bhabit of hunting grasshoppers and worming tobacco shows that his
delight in the primitive pleasures of the table has not alfered in his more

* carefully provided for existence. 3

The chicks both of the wild an® the domestic turkey are delicate and

. especially must they be protected during the damp weather.  Audubon says

that the mother bird among the wild turkeys thoroughly understands the
delicacy of her offspring and that when it is wet she feeds the chicks buds
from the spice hush with medicinal intent exactly as: the mother of a brood
of voungsters prescribes doses of quinine when influenza has taken the family
in its elutches. As soon as the young birds can fly ‘well-enough to take their-
place on the roost with their mothers the most delicate period of childhood,
what might be ealled the teething stage, is thought to be over.

But, aceording to a successinl turkey farmer, the poults are three months
old before they can be taught anything. They are then taught that they
should roost. high so as to keep. out of the “[x;}y of night prowlers. Turkeys
do not like roosting inside a
house, and, indeed, they do not care even for artificial perchés. When pos-
§ible they ‘greatly prefer tall trees as a roosting plaee to any roost that has
been especially constructed for them. This characteristic renders them -espe- |
»lally easy victims for night raiders. In addition to the human desperadoes of
this “description there are the coyotes and hawks always to be guarded
against in some parts of the country. : et ;

In addition to illnesses which come from digestive disorders, colds, the
terrible scourge of blackheads, ete., and the depredations of the night raider,
the turkey fermer always has to consider also the feuds among the members
of bhis flock,. which frequently rage high. Nevertheless, the careful turkey’
rancher has found it possible to congerve his birds and make a large profjt

from them. A woman turkey rancher, who has had good experience in the |

business. st in one season only twelve birds out of a flock of 1,500.

At first the young turkeys are fed on bread and milk, hard-boiled yolk |

of egz_and perhaps some chopped alfaifa. Later they are fed cracked grain,
but &s soon g_;/

happy
habitat has heen an oak forest,

which has fed freely on - acorns. , 8

Although there are many Whes and whole 'communltles :
whieh live principally upon the rdfsing of turkeys for market, such as Cuera, |
whose annual turkey trade preceding Thanksgiving includes thousands |
of turkgys bound for the New York markets, as a rule turkeys are raised in |

Tex..

small groups on farms which are interested in other commodities. 'They are

often the sole dependence of the farmer’s wife for pocket money throughout |

the year, ind many a-farmer’s daughter also has been able to make a shining
appearance in her world of fashion principally threugh the successful market-
ing of the turkey brood. S e Sy -

On the 5,000,000 farms of the United States there were, according to |

careful statistics .taken some years ago, only O,GMIM"Mkeys. Texas led
650,000. The other states which were large pro-

ducers were Missourd, Tiiinois, Towa, Ohio and Indiana. The state of Rhode

“they are able to take to the range it is no longer necessary |
to feed them. THhe range supplies all that they need, both green and dry, and |
is the houteholder who is able to purchase for his table turkeys whose |
Nothing is more delicious than a turkey |

in dress

| sideration—for either pat:

sonal reasons—are in
fashion’s favor just n

many of the new skirt and*blouse com-
binations, however, seem to accept the

virtue of practicability accorded tof: -
them by reason of their classification| -

Instead of possessing one separate

skirt for wear with various blouses;|
the woman who keeps up with fashion | -

must now have several skirts and|

blouses, The whele frock has main-

tained. i unchalleoged place . wol |- . -

an’s ‘favor for Several seasons nNow,|
but the blouse-and-skirt .combination |
is pressing it hard. No separate waist; |
however elaborate and expensive, is}|
suitable for a formal occasion and the |

best dressed women do not wedr
waists and skirts for restaurant dining

or at even afternoon ‘performances at |

the theater, says the Brooklyn Eagle.
A waist-agfid-skirt combination is sup-
posed to express informality. o

It matters not how different a blouse
is ' from accepted standards, provided
it is different enough. Designers vié
with one another to produce original
and intricate designs.  The oddest

‘color combinations are displayed and |

‘when. colors themselves do mot har-

monize, . outline embroideriés of beads
emphasize the effect of contrast and {
kive a weird yet fascinating orfental |

effect. What would you think of olix

green and- cerise as a color scheme? I
 Yet one of the stunning blouses for |

fall combines those two shades, with

artfully placed outlines and embroid- |

eries of jet beads, and the result is
truly sumptuous. The French houses

- use a deal of jet—jet in tiny, ‘sparkling | tyn_
beadlets sewed close,together, rather |y

than a large paillette or cabuchon. A
Cherult blouse of rust-colored erepe de
chine has bands of bead embroidery
passing acrdss a flat vest of flesh-col-
ored chiffon. - The bands disappear un-

derw the blouse fronts and  emerge

through slashes about an inch beyond
the edge, the serles of tabs thus
formed flanking the cross-bands on the
vest. ‘This Cheruit blouse falls to the
hip and the flesh-tinted vest extends
several inches below the waistline,
glving a very graceful long line. A
loose Pelt fastened with jet cabuchons
passes across the vest and around the
waist. . A narrow band of black fox
outlines the neck -opening.

METALLIC CLOTH IS ,!’ASSEJ-

There I1s No Widespredd Use of the|

Material, Writes'a Leading Fash--
; ion Correspondent. T
- »

One cannot get away from the me-|

Extremely styl o
this afternoon suit of old blue d

Where we. get our glint of metal
throughout all the women's clothes,

gold or silver brald, the effect is goo
because the metal sinks into the pile g

i §

tallic effect that grows in clothes as | gki

the season develops. It is frequently |

used where it is most garish and|wa

should be avoided, but that
upon the person.

There is no widespread use of me-

DRESS FOR AFTERNOGN WEAR

ot

depends | and b

ot black

| guished air and puts it out of ¢

It seems as though .
cotta

| eut 1n petal-shaped panels_below the
| dark blue satin pulled. ir

| oF wrResT To wow
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Island, noteil as it is for its turkeys, produced only 5000. But the quality | B

of the Rhode Islnnd tutkeys always has been excellent and they usually bﬂng

prices vastly in excess of these from other parts df the country.
~ And that ought te be ‘enough about turkeys to
pétite for Thursday’s dinner! a0

get up.u pretty good ap- ||




