.

ke . slight apepleptic stroke and sinee

&a’:»-»%&’&k& heart failure ‘evidentiy]

" the faect that B. J. Gifford bought

Benjamin J. Gifford Passed .Away
in ‘Rensselaer Sunday—Re
_claimed Much Land. =

%,

Benjamin J. Gifford, best Known
in Jasper county for his/ work in
reclaiming thousands of acres * of
swamp lands and for having buile
a railroad from MeCoyshurg to Ker-
sey and further north, died at the}
Rensselaer hospital Sunday morn-
ing ‘at 6:30 o’elock after an illness
extending  over _almost  three

muonrs Wi Go -
TO BROOK -romenr

——-——p

ing and Probably Give Third
Degree Work.

heavy rains of last week and the
threatening clouds today kept some

{from going. 'The loecal lodge had

been asked to confer the third de
gree work, and has a splendid team
for the purpose, ' but it was diffieult
for all members to get away. The
trip was made by autos.

farmer\q thought to be -of littie
value.. As a boy, he received all the
experience that comes in the mak-
ing of a home in 4 'new country. His

| early estfmate of the value of prairie

~flands was shown, when at eleven

J{years of age-he negotiated for the

“ipurchase of an eighty acre traet,
{whieli was not consummated be

“{year, an

cause his father objected, giving as

-a-Teason that it was a mile and a|
In his tweltth

half from timber.
the first in his experi-
ence with the plow, -he detected the
difference in the height of :'corn
planted at the same time on low

{lands. He'traced the eause to the

I quality of the séil, which fact, then

"B. J. Gifiord, well known as a
pioneer in the drainage of swamp
lands, as a builder of railroads, as
a soldier and an able lawyer, died
af the hospital in Rensselaer, March
30, 1913,

months. On the morning of Janu-
ary-¥th, while at his apartments
at the Makeever hotel, he suffered a

thut time his deeline hds been
rapid.. His faithful and devoted
“wife died five days after he suffered

having been superinduced by her
worry and devoted .attention to her
husband. "Some timé later, when
the physiciahs and the friends of
the stricken man realized that theve
was no chance for improvement he
was rémoved to the hospital, where
he gradually failed until the end
Sunday morning.

The appended obituary tells
somewhat of the life and' the ac-
complishments of Benjamin J. Gif-
ford, but his active career and his
remarkable personality would justi-
iy the publication of a book. Mr.
Gifford made his first investment
in " Jasper county about 22 years
ago and he bought land ad low as
$3.50 per aere. His holding at one
time amounted to 36,000 acres. He
started the first important dredg-
ing system in. the ecounty and
bronght vast swamps info a state
of fertile faryhs and ran a railroad
through the center of the tract he
owned and thus afforded a close
market for the produets of most of
the land. He doubtless done more
toward the regeneration of the
swamp lands than any man who
ever lived in the county andsthose
who. were associated with him dur-
ing long years of struggling know
how mueh he planned and worked
to the completion of his road and
know how grand an old man he
was. That he failed bécause of the
infirmaties of age to carry out his
plan of railroad building does not
in the least lessen the value of his
work in Jasper county and in'years
to come prosperous farmers will
plant and harvest vast e¢rops of
corn and "other grain because of

the swamps that other men had
regarded as almost eptirely worth-
less. < Jasper county owes much to
the labors of this man and his name
will always  be associated with
progress and reclamation.

The body of the deceased was
taken to the Wright nndertaking
parlors Sunday and this_evening
at 7 o'elock & short service will be
held at the Makeever house, econ-
ducted by Rev. J.-C. Parrett.” The
body will be taken to Kankakee,
1L, Tuesday morning and the fun-
erul will be conducbed 'at the M. E.
chureh of that city at 1 o’clock that
afternoon. The pallA earers will be
Thomasg Callahan, Ed Oliver, Frank
E- Lawis, C. J. Hobbs, Ns G. Halsey
and Chas. G. Spitler.

The following oblituary was pre

pared by Miss May Gifford, sister
ﬂf the dmm .

Benjamin, Gifford was born near
Plano, 11, April 5, 1840. His par-
ents, Frseman Gifford and Cornela
Tielder, were natives of New Jersey,
moving from Menmouth county to
Tlinois in 1838, 'His  birtlplace
was a farmer’s. home in a thinly
settled section where there were

‘fortable houses,
roek wells; whichtoday have large

not generally recognized, made him

[later a leader and benefactor in re-
{ elaiming vast bodies of worthless

swamps in Illinois and Indiana. By
a ‘system of thirty miles of ditches
he by 184 had satis;ﬂctorily
drained 7,500 aeres in Champaign
county, Il *Selling this land at a
profit; he next drained the Vermil.

‘lion swamps in Ford:ecounty, Il
{1 with

equally  profitable = results.
These reclaimed tracts are now the
most: produetive lands in THinois.
In 1891 he began purchasing swamp
lands in Indiana, continuing* hs
purchases until his holdings em-
braced upwards of 33,000 aeres in
Jasper and Lake counties. . With
75 miles of broad dredge ditches,
this county has béen changed from
a feeding ground for wild fowl to
one of the choicest agricultural sec-
tions in Indiana. These lands are
divided up into farms, having com-
good barns and

ly become the praperty of thrifty
parties who ‘realize what he. has
done: to help the man of little
means. - Mr. @ifford early gave evi-
dence of & bright intelleet and every
effort was qmade by him to proeure
the training his mind craved. He
attended the rural sechools the
neighborhood then afforded and
later found means to attend a sem-
inary at Mt. Morris. The work
he did here was ever referred to with
just pride.. Later he continued his
studies at Clark Seminary, Aurora,
Ill. He began his professional work
by teaching the Yorkville sechool.
In 1861 he answered Lincoln’s call
for volunteers by joining Company
E, 13th Illinois Volunteer Infantry.
He served under Grant and was
twice wounded in the siege of Vicks-
burg and later promoted to a lieu-
tenancy for bravery. ' After the ex-
piratibn of his three years’ enlist-
ment, he returned to Illinois, raised
a company and again went to the
front, remaining until the war was
over.

On his return he married Etta
L. Martindale, Nov. 16th, 1865. One
child, Otto Gifford, weas born to

.this union, and died in infancy.

This estimable and devoted wife
suddenly died of heart failure dur-
ing his reeent illness, Jan. 16, 1913
.In the spring of ‘1868 he moved
fron Plano, Iil,  to his farm in
Champaign county. In the fall of
that year he moved into Rantoul
and began the practice of law,
which he pursued for ten years. .,

Moved by hardships occasioned
by diseriminations in freight rates
by the I. C. R. R. Co,, in 1873, M.
Gifford organized the Havana, Ran-
toul & Eastern R. R. Co. building
75 miles from LeRoy, Ill, to West
Lebanon, Ind. In 1880 -he sold this
road to Jay Gould. Later he joined
with a New York syndicate in pur
chasing the Cleveland & Marietta
R. R. in Ohio, of which he was
made president. This road was sold
in 1882 to Commodore Garrison. In
1900, feeling the growing demand
for a railroad to market the pro-
ducts of the vast farming districts
developing in the redeemed swamp
lands of Indiana, he organized The
Chieago & Wabash Valley Ry. Co,
he furnishing all the money and
controlling the management of the
road whieh is now operating about

Torty miles of line.

A man of untiring energy; he set
all opposition to his demands with
a wisdom and fortitude which knew
no defeat. Generous to all worthy
projects, tender in his regard of
every living creature, broad in his
coneeption of the relationship of
man to God, forgiving, a true friend,
he passed without a fear into the
Realm of Rest.

Y Just as muech as you value your
$ $ 8 you will make a mistake if
you decide on your new spring suit
without seeing our Friedman
worsted line

4 ROWLES AND PARKER.

large tracts of prairie land which

‘'Will Attend District Pythim Mut‘

Several Knights of Pythias went
from Rensselaér to Brook today to|.
attend the district meeting. ‘The

Contribtitors Gave With Willing
ness to Aid of Flood Sufferers—
Other Cities. j

William--S. - Day. met with ready
and -willing response in solieiting
aid for the flood sufferers and by
Saturday afternoon ~ $233.75 had
been subseribed and paid and after

gram to Governor Ralston stating
that the money was being sent to
him a draft was procured and sent
to. the governor.

Other  cities contnbuted with
equal or greater liberallity, “and
from north, south, east and west
money and provisions and proffers
of further-aid was offered. It is
said that the mongey is apt to be it
excess of the 8,
placed  in proper hands, and Gov-

it is either properly disbursed or

AU O_I.Oﬂ'D RIPORTS

_--.-_-

ated But Otherwise Oonditionl
Weré Very Bad.

A. U. Cloud returned home Sun-
day afternoon from Peru, to Which
eity he had gone as soon as hél.

that the floods had wrought havoe |
there. He left here Tiresday even-

over night, went north on the Mich-
igan City branch “the .

their homes were moving back. Mr.

The water ran in a swift current
through many streets frém 7 to 10
feet deep :and it _required

active work on thé Dart of
erews to rescue the people from the
flooded homes. His own parents
and his wife’s mother were flooded
from their homes, being takerr In
boats from the porches at the see-
ond stories of their houses. The'
water raised so rapidly that it was
impossible for people to move theix
furniture to the upstairs rooms
and consequently there was a. great
loss of home furnishings, while sev-
eral stores were flooded and suf-
fered extensive loss. He stated that
his own parents had béen damaged
to the extent of $500.

Mr. Cloud stated that a bloek
from the home of his parents there
was a' considerable elevation and
it was to this place that the refu-
gees from the flooded sections were
Over_a _thousand people
spent three nights in one block,
and 210 people spent the same
nights in one large building. Among
the refugees were some with
measles and mumps and a consid-
erable spread of these diseases is
expected, but he 'states that the
report from there that 'smallpox
was widespread is not so. There
was only one case of that disease
that he learned of and it was prop-
erly isolated from the other people.
The water that flowed - through
the streets and entered the houses
was very muddy and when the
water receded he states that there
would be from a half ineh to' two
inches of muddy sediment left on
the floors, Fine rugs and carpets
were thus almost ruined. ' He says
that Logansport suffered almost as
muech as Peru. At the latter eity
there were -no houses actually
floated 'away and mnot to exeeed a
dozen swept partly from their
foundations. The number of deaths,
as nearly as he could learn at Peru,
was only four. S

Lon Healy's New Song
At Princess Wednesday Night.

Composer Lon Healy has recently
had published his latest song, en-
titled “Carmeline,” an Indian waltz
song, and he has arranged to have
it sung at the Princess - Theatre
Wednesday night of this week, and
a nineplece orchestra will furnl'sn
the music. Harry Eger will sing tlie
song. That the house will be
c¢rowded at every performance is
quite certain.

Popular prices stylish millinery
and competent trimmers to help
you plan your, hats.

ROWLEB AND PARKER.

We have them sagain this year,
Rush Park, new gardeh seeds, 2
packages for 5c. Also red, whlte
and yellow onlon sets, Early Ohio
and Early Rose potatoes.

JOHN EGEB

'$233.75 TO OVERNOR .

James H. Chapman had sent a tele

but it it isfeo

refunded, there is ne ehance of the,"
money falling into dishonest hands. |

" CONDITIONS AT PERU "

Property and Death Loss Exazm 8

eould get a train out after learmng gt

ing, went to Monon, remained theré |

: following |
morning and thence to' Plymouth |+
and from there to Peru, arriving inj
Peru Thursday. By that fime the}
water was recedlng and many fam- |
ilies who had been flooded out off

Cloud states that while the death |
and property loss was greatly exs}
aggerated that otherwise it was ak|
-most - impossible to  overstate thej.
trightful conditions that existed.} -

e K"at' G

—————-—

Pm Gwin Saw Rebel Attack and
Repulse March 5th—Was Shot
2 at Several Times.

Rensselaer, has for some time been
stationed at Parral, N. Mex, where
he is employed by the Waters
Pietep Oil Company. -On Mareh 8th;

[olewing the three days battle of

t Parral, he wrote describing _the
‘battle ‘and The Republican is in
Lréceipt of a copy of a letter sent to
his mother, and it is here printed
in full:

#% survived the battle unharmed,
but we sure had a warm time for
threg days and nights. On Wed-
nes
'Chae, a former leader of thé volun-
teel:s;in Parral, who, with his men,
‘deserted about ten days ago and
returmned and made an attack on
Parral with 1400 te 1600 men, who
-were ‘rebels and called themselves
| “Maderistas.” . They had the ¢ity
etely  surrounded - and for

16 f\inericans went to U. 8. Con-
; ng’s house during the battle.

t there as General Salvador R.

lo, the federal commanding

the defense of the city, issued
striet orders that all persons seer
on the. streets would be shot and
I sﬂv a number of citizens shot
- trying to get to their homes,
,'ayed in the foreign club, the

h, the window and broke an

je globe just over my head,

e gécond day the federals
“a battery in front of the

, wmch drew the rebel fire,

00 warm there for me and I
“a dash for my room a block
nd the rebels from a distance
a8 they eould not tell
and  bullets fairly

shots. -However,

: han L ever
‘on the tootban ﬂeld 1 then ‘watched
the rest of the battle with a pair
of fleld glasses from my window.
The second night the rebels rushed
the city and some got inside and
burned the market, but the fedei-
al’'s rapid fire guns soon ran them.
out.
day the federal bugles blew a call
not to surrender as re-enforéements
were coming, and at 4 o'elock 800.
troops arrived from Chihuahua,
with four cannon and six rapid
fire guns and soon put the rebels
to rout, but-if they had been three
hours later the rebels would have
had the town, as they had driven
the federals from their important
positions, and the rebels had
drawn their lines in until they
were most: all inside the city and
the federals had but 10,000 rounds
of ammunition left out of their
500,000 they had to start with. The
Jfederals had but 450 men to start
with and they had lost 200 killed.
1 enjoyed every minute of the bat-
tle. It was better than a pieture
show. It was a good fight and both
sides displayed a great deal of
bravery, although they were all
poor shots. It is estimated that
about 800,000 rounds were fired, but
the number of killed and wounded
was small compared to the number
of shots fired. "The next morning
I rode my horse. all around trying
to count the killed who were lying
all over the streets and hills. T did
not see but 69 dead, however. Sinece
then there is reported to be 200
dead, but I do not think there was
over 100. The federals have executed
60 rebels since the battle who were
captured after the reeénforcements
ecame. If the rebels had taken the
city they would have hung the fed-
eral general and sacked the gity.
They were a tough looking buneh
and they were after plunder.

“Everything is quiet now with
federal troops patrolling all the
streets, and the rebels have secat-
tered to the mountains. I think
the revolution is about all over
now, as Iinderstand that this was
the last stand of the rebels and the
rest of them have all surrendered,
in faet, a part of the reenforcements
were Orosszeo’'s men who are now
federal troops.

“My office was hit 16 times blll:
not. much damage done. I think
Huerta, the new president, will be
able to eontrol the eountry, as he
has started a reign of terror to the
insurrecting  forees, killing every
one that does not surrender. No
Americans were killed or wounded
and T am perfectly safe, so will
close for the present.”

Curtain materials In voiles, stripe
marquisette, - colored and white
swiss, everything new for curtains,

10e to 45¢ % yard.
| RO AND PARKER.

- OF PARRAL. IIXIOO i

Pmry Gwin, soxr of J. C. Gwin, of

diy; March 5th, General Manuel | §

'thm days and nights a terrific bat- |
ernor Ralston will certainly see that |

s house was out of the range of

the eannon,-

4 than the battery, so things|

«ﬁxrew dirt- all ever me.

The -afternoon - of the third

soi—

Spocial Wodnesday Nig
At Che Princess Theat

Hear Lon Healy’s Latest
Song

Sung by Haﬂ‘y E&er
Aocompanl.d by F e o

The Metropolitan Orol

of Nlne Plecos.

wu'rnln '03‘0‘8’!«

=

tonight.

hhn E. Alter Marooned
+ At Cifnnati—Writes Card.

John E. Alter, of Union

at follows:

the flood eonditions. With thous-

city indefinitely. No trains run-|
ning, bridges are out. We are prom-|
ised the mails will be moved soon

boats or otherwise. Railroad

Mr. Alter was returning from his
visit to Alabama and other south-

aati when the flood came and has
been marooned theére ever since. He
sent a telegram to relatives last Fri-
day and it is expected that he will |
arrive home in a day or two.

Mrs. Alter, who ha8 been spend-
ing the past three months witis
their son, Cecil, at Salt Lake Qity,

‘arrived in Chicago Heights Sunday |

night and spend two or thrée
days with relatives there and ar-
rive here Tuesday or Wednesday.

* Amos Alter and Steve Comer, who
have been spending the winter in
California, expeect to start back east
from Santa Moniea Wednesday of
this week. They will go'‘together to
Ogden, Utah, and Steve will come
on home from there, while Amos will
go to Salt Lake City for a visit of
a few days with his nephew, Cevil
Alter. Steve will probably reach
Rensselaer next Monday and Amos
a few days later.

Day C. Norman Writes
From Chester, Nebraska.

Chester, Neb., March 27.

The Republican,

Dear Sirs:

Enclosed you will find money
order for another year's subserip-
tion te The Republican. We are
very thankful we were not in the
eyelone distriect Easter Sunday.
One struek a town 25 miles north
of us.

The wind blew very hard Satur
day, March 22nd, and Sunday,
March 23rd, from the south, but it
changed to the northwest about 3
p. m.,, and was a regular hurricane

Our winter and spring has been
very dry and backward. No farm-
Jing done yet. It has beén too eold
for oats sowing. Alfalfa and wheat
look all right.

There i a big acreage of alfalfa
in this part of the eountry. Tt sells
at $10 to $12 a ton this spring.

‘The Republican is always wel
comed as it is like getting &' letter
from home. Hoping this finds Jas-
per county prospering as usual, |

remain _
« DAY O. NORMAN.

Ginghams, erepes, - voiles, tissue
ginghams. Come in and let usjit
show you wash goods of all kinds.

ROWLES AND PARKER. -

Fair tonight- and Tuesday; eooler

town-|{
ship, who has beén spending the|
wititer in the south, writes from:

 Ciricinpatl under date of Mgm,.‘l&
“The half has not been told of|

ands of others T am tied up in this|’

by autos over eircuitous route? my :
cials will make no statement as to|

the probable extent of delay. Yours}|
hopefully, John E. Alter.”

ern states and had reached Cinein-|

The ongxnal Sherlock Holmes mystery an& 6ne of e‘
most interesting detective stories of that gregt mﬂwr
tragically told in 3, 000 feet of film.

eneral Admlulon 10 06!!1‘4 g

G yhoat popular nm-ﬁ%l
| tire ever put on the
market.

Mhyﬁn

Winners :in OW Imt v

The Cheeker Clnb played two
matehes this week. MecFarland did
not play in the first and Stevens #
failed to appear in.the seeond. hm-*
the first the seore stood: Moloney
2%, Hill 2, Btevens 3, Thomas 4%.
In the second mateh: Hill %, 1
loney. 2, Thomas 3%, [
Thomas offers\ his goose en

The week, commenelng. AW*'
has been named by all the |
of canned goods lor spee
tising and
week we will
with a speeial Tow D




