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althy - .mmay ‘who had- e
e!r dxy ﬁeuod great power, and’
nbo}itton of lerfdom ‘took

Ombulyh;m As mithtbe sup-
“ posed, he took kindly to Paﬂslamme.
being  abouf eight-and-twenty, pos<
sé@sed of good looks, sound health, a
cg«rfnl _disposition - and —plenty of

. momey. Hi# private residénce in the
- Charps

Rlysee was conspicuous for

1@ . ce of itz appointments,
)d was the rendezvous of the elite of
the  younger generation of Paris so-

“olety. Two years had passed since

the count: had established himself in

- Paris, and theri he suddenly and mys-

* teriously disappeared, and all efforts

. of the police failed to discover a trace

of him. 'rhefactso!thecmwere
-_aa follows: :

_In the course of the month of Jan-
uary- Count Dashkoff. gave a grand
- ball at his elegant hotel which was
largely ‘attended by the gilded youth
©of both sexes. About two in the
morning the host drew an: intimate
friend of his—a Monsieur Eugene
- Peon—on one side and told him that

.- -he wanted to slip away for an hour, |
- but did not wish it to be known that

e had gone out. A few minutes later
the concierge saw him leave the hall
He was attired in a costly fur- coat,
with a cap to match, and although
the weather, was bitterly cold and the
ground covered with snow, he wore
patent leather shoes. The concierge,
who was much surprised at the fact
--of his master leaving the house in the
midst of the revels, asked him if he
wanted a carriage.  The count abrupt-
1y answered ' in -the negative and
seeméd -annoyed at the guestion.

.~ The ‘night wore ‘on and the guests
‘hmt;.ceparted but the host had not
mtumod On the following afternoon
Fugene Peon called at his friend's
hotél and ascertaining that he was
not at home; went down to the em-

bassy to inqiiire for him there. He
had not been seen by any of the offi-
cials, and when another whole day
passed without the count making his
appearance at home or at his usual
‘haunts, it was decided that the police

. »'thould be notified. But notwithstand-
1ng the publicity given to the matter
“and the efforts of t&ho authorities an-
other week passed and not a trace or
sign of the missing man, Had been ob-
tained.

Up to this point the “count’s rela
tives In Russia had not been com-
municated wjth, for there were hopes
that the missing attache would turn
up all right; but the affair began to
Jook serious and a message was sent
asking if- the count had returned:
Bhome, and almost simultaneously with
the despatch of the message a courler
set out for Russia with the tidings
and detalls. As, so far as was known,

~"the missing man had not returned to
*. Russia, great

copsternation was
caused among his friends by the re-
port that reached them. No  time
was lost i securing the services of
 Michael Danevitch, who was instruct-

““ed to leave at once for Paris and in-

- stitute Independent inquirfes.
.~ On the detective’s arrival in the

- French capital he found that by order:

of the Russian ambassador all . the
- ‘eount’s possessions had been sealed
‘#nd his house temporarily closed.
Dnn"ltch's preliminary investigations
were directed to trying to discover if

‘ M‘ Mry. however, and his next

was to seek an interview with.
wene Peon. As the latter,

i  “had been very intimate

with tho ooiu: he was able to speak

i
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disfavor vlth vhlcll “the count re-
ceived the communication: that he
“knew the writer and was annoyed at
being disturbed. Also, he did not go
out wﬂlin:l)'. consequently his errand
L wag a disagreeable one, and could
bardly have been to kéep & love tryst.
‘Whoever the ‘writer of the letter was
‘he or she must have had some power--
-ful hold on Dashkoff to induce lum to
-leave-the festival at hh house and
" out at two o'clock on & cold win
morning. - It !ooked as though tho
count’s disa ce was due to con-
duct which. had brou:ht him in con-
‘tact  with" unscrupulous people into
whose power he had hllen. It was
L clear that if he were still living he
was forcibly dota!nod and was in such
a position that he ¢ould not communi-

plied to the young man’'s relatives in
Russia for pérmission to exaniine the
private papers. which had been left
behind him. In' response to his re-
quest Dashkoff's father came at once
to Paris and he and the detective
went through the paperd together.
The result of the examimation was
rather disappointing, until a small
diary was found.in which were some
remarkable passages. It was-not a
;ocor& ot doings and events from day

today, but seemed to be the outpour-
ings of the writer's feelings and emo-
tions, gra.naer(bed in a fitful and frreg-
ular manner, « The Yollowing passage
struck Danevitch as being significant,
as it seemed to contradict Eugene
Peon's assertion that the count was
not involved in any serious love
affair.

“I have been weak, but am growing
strong again. Rosine must not be al-
lowed to keep me bound down in the
gutter. 1 was destined to walk on
greater heights, and since it is impos-
sible for me to raise her, she must be
cut adrift.. In a few weeks I shall
send in my resignation and quit Parls
forever. This I have determined to
do, cost what it -may. I have taken

“Eugene Peon into my confidence. He
will- help me and satisfy the curious
when I am gone.”

It- was now clear to the detective
that there was surely & woman in the
case. Also, he reflected, Eugene Peon
knew more. of the count’s affairs than
he chose to reveal. Yet a second in-
terview with the latter gentleman left
Danevitch no wiser than before. Peon
insisted that the count had not con-
fided in him as the passage in the
diary would seem to indicate, and he
knew  nothing: of the woman men-
tioned. 1t seemed as if.it was not the
count's. money that was responsible
for his -disappearance. - He kept a
large banking account In Paris, but
this-had: not been drawn upon since
the week before he went away. . But
at this stage a curious incident was
brought "to light which put a new
complexion on the mystery.

Count Dashkoff also had kept a con-
siderable “account at the ‘Moscow
branch of the Bank of Russia.  He
owned a good deal of property in and
about Moscow, and his affairs in that
city were looked after by an agent
who had been -connected with the
Dashkoft family for nearly half a cen-
tury. It was his duty’'to pay all money
he recelyed into the bank without de-
lay, ~Consequently. there was always
& ‘large " balance standing to the
.count’s credit. . One day a three-
- months’ bill' of “éxcharnge, purporting
to be drawn on the count by Paul
Pavlovitch & Co., flax merchants at
Riga, for one hundred thousand francs,
and accepted by the count and pay-
able at the bank in Moscow, was.duly
presented by anJndividual who stated
that he was a member of the firm.
As all seemed right, the bill was paid
and a. receipt given in the name of
Peter Paviovitch, who presented him-
regard- | #elf.as the son of Paul. A week later
'tht cancelled~ bill

: Q,cu were immediately.
communicated -with. and thcy dented

cate with his friends. - Danevitch ap- |

“Peter  Pavioyitch was staying at the
Tranler’s Joy he was visited daily
by a ;brotty young woman who, trom“
her manner of dress and menl ap-
pearance, was supposed to be ¢onnect-
ed with ‘the theatrical profession.
Fortunately ‘a minute description of
this woman was cobtainable, and from
this Danevitch : identified her as a
Fraulein Holzstein, supposed to be of
Austrian or German nationality. She
was a music hall singer and had been
filling an engagement in Moscow, but
had then left and gone to a place of
entertainment  in - St.  Petersburg
whither Danevitch followed hér. He
learned that when her engagement
terminated in St. Petersburg, as it
would in a few days, she was going

fag he is alive”

to. Vienna for a week, thence to Ber-
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 “Yes,” replied Charcot. “I. don't
n‘thttherehmnehtotaar“
‘“You feel sure that your visit to

PIf, | Russia in connection with the bill is
| not known?”

“Perfectly sure. \ly w!to and 1
“managed tho affair too ctwerly !or

-} suspicion to reach us.”

“But there is always danger as lon;
saild the stranger,
moodily.

“Then why should he live!" asked
Madame Charcot coolly.

“I will have nothing to do with his
death,” returned the stranger with a
shudder.

“You are chicken-hearted,” com-
mented Charcot ' scornfully.  “One
word and an extra hundred francs to
old Pilerre and the danger would be
removed.” X

“True,” said the stranger, “but 1
would rather not speak the word. The
affalr has been biumgléd as it is. In-
stead of proving a source of wealth
.to us we have only made a miserable
hundred thousand francs between us,
and it's hopeless.to expect that we
can get more. Anyway, I think this
place is no longer safe for me, and I
shall go abroad.”

{ “Al you please,” sald Charcot.
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too phiniy that the victim's mind had

-given way under the strain of his suf-

ferings. As soon as possible the count
was removed in an ambulance to a
hospitable. An hour later Eugene
Peon and Madame Charcot were ar-
rested, and upon being put through a
gsevere examination confessed the part
they had played in the conspiracy.
The story that was wrung from the
prisoners was as follows:

. Years ' before: the events already
narrated, an Audtrian named Schu-
macher took up his residence in Paris
with his wife and two daughters,
named Treapeetively Rosine and. Annasa,
and a son named Fritz. As the giris
grew up they developed remarkable
beauty, and entered theatrical life at
an early age. In the course of time
Anna: married a music-hall agent
named Charcot, and Rosine, who
seems to have had numerous lovers,
joined a theatrical company and trav-
eled abroad. Returning to Paris she
found better employment for her
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lin for a fortnight and after that to
Paris to perform in a drama at the
Chatelet. The detective was now-cer-
tain that he was on the right trail
Therefore, when the Fraulein forsook
the  Russian capital he left by the
same train. He followed her to Vienna,
from Vienna to Berlin, from Berlin to
Paris. When she reached the latter
city she was met by a man whom

scent was now -getting warm, but it
would have been premature to take
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“But we've got interests here, and
unless danger really meénaces us we-
will remain.” :

In a little while the party broke up,
the stranger taking his leave. Char-
cot and his wife lingered to drink n
parting glass of absinthe.

“All the same, we are not as safe
as if the count were dead,” remarked
the woman. “It doesn't pay to be

Her husband nodded. “I believe
you are right” he said. - “I will go
and make arrangements with Plecre
tomorrow morning.”

The Charcots now took thelr de-
parture, bllssfully unconscious of the |
tact that every word of the conversa- |

- THE ONCE BRILL M/Yf a0 AANDSONL
ATTHCHE MRS A DLEPLOKRBLE a7,

beauty In the fascinating of Count

Dashkoff. The count was young and

impressionable; the girl cunning and
far-seeing. In her scheme to entrap
Dashkoff she- had the ald of her
brother, although that gentleman was
no longer known as Frits. At quite
an early age Fritz had attracted the
attention of an old and eccentric lady,
who sent him to school, fostered in
bhim expensive tastes and gave him to
understand that he would be her heir.
Lured on by his expectations, the
young man adopted the name of his
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past the barrler to ° Plerre’s :m-a.

blow on the head with a club, hweﬁ
ing him unconscious. He was
carrled into Plern’: den For
conspirators found that he was no
longer in his right mind. A& he
showed no signs of improvement and
they were hard pressed for money,
Eugene undertook to forge a bill, and
Madame Charcot, who was then in
Moscow, was instructed to.find ouf.
something about the count’s bgdnm
transactions there. Chugot

went to Moscow and !
himself as Peter Pavlovitch,
the forged bill at the bank and .
ceived the money for it which v'

tors, vonldhavomthhmat)t
hand of Plerre Moussoh. As it was,
the careers of the wretches were
brought to a close and exemplary P

uhmontmmuoatto:nofm
The extradition of '
hts wife was dcm




