
His Criticism

She wu ready and waiting. She

was not nervous. She had too much

confidence in herself for that She

smiled serenely as she glanced again

at the program in her hand. .How

well her name looked printed, “Miss

Maude Vance, Soprano.” Yes, taken

all In. all, she was quite perfect in

trmlntng and figure and stage pres-
ence. And her dresa—why, It was

Parisian to the laßt degree and, there-

fore, perfect, too. She had chosen it

because she had always had a fond-

ness for pink—and she remembered

that he had, too. Certainly she had

thought of him. ..She bad meant

from the first to show him that she

could succeed, that her voice was

worth something. She had never quite

forgiven him what he had said that

night two years ago, when she had

told him that she was going abroad

to study.
“Don't do it, Maude." he had said.

“You haven’t voice enough.”
He had said it in those very Words.

And he was the only one who. had

ever said it Everybody else had

praised her to the skies —her mother

and her dearest friepds and her teach-

era. They must know better than he

did. Yet she could never get those

words of his out of her mind. And

his way of saying them! He was al-

ways so deadly in earnest about ev-

erything. Especially about that How

angry she had been!

'Til show you! she had flung back

at him as she struggled to keep the

tears from her eyes.

During those two years of study
that determination of hers had been

ever present: ‘Til show him!” It

had driven her to do, painstakingly,
all the drudgery demanded of her.

It had kept her on her feet under

the exacting eyes of the famous maes-

tro, who had been coaxed to accept
her as his pupil, when she was ready
to -fell down with fatigue.

And now she had learned all there

, was to learn, apparently, and had

come back to show him that ahe had

a voice and could glng, after all. She

would flaunt her success In his face

and, since he was fair, he would be

obliged to admit it. Then ahe would

smile at him and forgive him.

She knew that he was out there

in the audience with the rest—her

mother and her cousins and aunts

, and the old uncle who had advanced

the money for her training. They
were impatiently listening, she knew,
to the performers that preceded her

and longing for her to appear. Not

one of them, except her mother, who

had been her constant companion.
<had heard her sing since she return-

ed. She had been very careful that

they should not. She wanted to sur-

prise them all—him especially.

It was curious that she should still

care for his opinion—that she had al-

ways cared, even when she would not

own It What was there, aside from

his love for her, that should have any

weight with her whatever? He waa

not rich or handsome or of great in-

fluence, as were a half dozen other

men she knew almost as well, but

somehow it was always his face and

not theirs that she saw in her dreams.

“Miss Vance!” said the manager.
Her turn had come. Prom beyond

the stage came the diminishing ap-

plause of an encore. She thought
“Mr. Herford must have pleased

them.” Then she rose, arranged her

train and followed her accompanist
out upon the stage. They were all

there and she faced them calmly,
»miitng and bowing in acknowledge-
ment of the whirlwind of applause
that greeted her.

There was her mother, very flushed

and conscious In her new lavender

satin; there waa Aunt Belle, her bos-

om twinkling with jetted lace; there

was her cousin Violet Vance, who, too,

longed to sing, and there was Uncle

James, whose bounty had supplied her

with French gowns and Italian teach-

ers.

There was he, with his lifted look

and his white brow, from which the

dark hair went back smoothly, and hit

clear grey eyes fixed upon her! Did

he notice that her fcown was pink?
Or dream of its meaning? She won-

dered a great many things as she

stood waiting for the applause to end

so that she could sing. She felt eager

to sing. She left capable of doing her

beat.

Her voice had never been better

and the aria ahe had chosen waa sure

to please. Ah, there was the keynote!
As ahe sang, she was still conscious

of what was going on before her up-

on the faces of the audience, which

waa composed largely of people ahe

had known all her life. The general
look of eager expectation had chang-

ed, not to one of gratification, but to

one of amazement, of perplexity, al-
most of pain.

The one man sat very still, with his
chin slightly lifted, listening cloudy.
She could not understand what Jpose
other faces meant and she not

care. But his face ahe could icindor-
•fend. Oh, If only It wouldrfconvey
some message to her! Aft# ail, it

was really to him ahe waa wringing.
It was, his approval alone fiat she

sought. She bad worked hardlo show

him that she could slag. Aid now

slfe was showing hi*.
>
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encore, thought a little subdued, per-

haps; a littleless radiant. There was

surely something a little wrong. She

waa not making the Impression she

had planned to make.

"It’s hard work singing before one's

own people,” she thought. “Perhaps

they didn't like that French aria.

“There la certainly nothing *rong

with my voice or with me-”

Between that appearance and her

next upon the program she could not

sit still, but walked about Restlessly.

She knew very well what her mother

thought—that she had never done so

well in her life. And Uncle James —

that she had given him good value for

his money.

“By George, that niece of mine,

she's a winner.” He would be saying

at his club tomorrow. And Vjolet
would go home to dream of French

gowns and bunches of orchids as large

as her own little blonde head. Ana

Aunt Belle would be planning a din-

ner to take place before, “Maude

Starts on her tour.”

But he —what did he think? His

eyes were unfathomable. That was

because they held so much. Had she

convinced him that she coull sing?

lias she?

She went out again upon the stage;
she bowed and smiled and sung again

her best —to him. And still he sat

with hit arms folded and his chin lift-

ed and
1

his inscrutable eyes watch-

ing—watching.

It was over at last. She was whisk-

ed away In Uncle James’ big motor

to, their apartments, where a little

supper had been arranged for her.

They were all there but him. Would

he come? They were all trying to

talk at once about her. They wear-

led and worried her with their praise.

Somehow It suddenly sounded mean-

ingless to her. What she wanted waa

the truth. And she felt deep down

In her heart that only he could give it

The apartments were suffocatingly

sweet with flowers —all offerings at

her shrine. He had sent his bouquet

with the rest She took It up now and

held It close to her face. It was pink-
pink roses. And down among them

was his name upon a little white card.

Why didn’t he come? Why didn't he

come?

Suddenly the door opened and he

entered. Her color rushed to meet

the roses’ color in a warm sweet flood.

He had seen her at once without

seeming to see her, just aa ahe had

seen him. And now he was coming

towards her. Above his rosea their

eyes met. She held out her hand.

“Well?” ahe demanded, “What have

you- to say?” *
-

“What do you wish me to say?”

She looked down at the roses. And

it was well, because she did not aee

his face.

“You know,” she said "the

truth.”

He caught his breath as if in pain.

“The truth!” he repeated. "Ah!”

And then she looked up at him sharp-

ly, for it was as if he had said: "Let

me tell you something pleasanter than

the truth.”

“Ah,” she cried, piteously, under-
standing. “I have failed! I haven’t

shown you
”

“You have shown me,” his voice was

exquisite, “That you are all things a

woman should be —the rarest, the

sweetest, the beat Dear,” he falter-

ed, “I know 1 am breaking your heart,

but better force me to break It who

love you so than for strangers whose

indifference will make them unneces-

sarily cruel. As I listened to you

tonight, I left that I must tell you the

truth even as you have asked me, be-

fore you went out Into the world In

all your happy young confidence to

learn It by bitter defeat. For that is

that awaits you. 1 speak as a man

and a critic, not as your lover.

“I know that after this you willnot

consider me such. I am sacrificing a

good deal, am I not, just to tell you

the plain truth? You are a glorious

woman, Maude, but you can’t sing. It

is not your fault; you have been de-

ceived by praise and flattery. But I

can’t deceive you.”

Above the pink roses her face waa

perfectly white. She had done her

best and they had all told her that she

had succeeded. They had all lied to*

her because they loved her —all ex-

cept this one man. HAad never lied.

He was telling her the truth. Better

to hear It from hia lips than, aa she

said, from the lips of strangers. She

thought of her tour and

shuddered. She wks a brave woman

and though she had her moment of

bitter struggle with her spirit' rose

presently from the black depths Into

which he had plunged it and she look-

ed him steadily In the face.

“After all,” she said. “I did It all

for you. It waa your opinion I want-

ed. because I knew it would be the

right one. When I asked you to fell

me the .truth I did It because I knew

that you would tell me the truth. And

you have. Thank you, Alan.”

She held out her hand again. And

as he lifted it reverently to hia lips

he left with a sudden thrillof joy and

hope and thanksgiving that the great

good he craved was nearer to him

than ever before —that he has, indeed,

not lost, but gained all.
,

Few New Yorkers Own Homes.

While 32 per cent, oi American fam-

ilies own their homes. 95 per cent at

New Tort families are rent payers.

HE MAY BE FUTURE STATESMAN OF OKLAHOMA

WASHINGTON. —Never waa there a prouder father (has

Thomas Pryor Gore, the senator from Oklahoma, and

according to him, there never was so bright a baby as that

recently bom to Mrs. Gore at their residence. 1863 Mintwood

place. He is a handsome youngster, too, though pathetically
enough, the blind statesman must learn thia from the mother

and from hia numerous friehda who have called to see the
child that may some day carry on the tradition started by
hie father and become a statesman whom the young western
state willdelight to honor.

MANY ACRES SAVED
Minnesota Swamps Are Turned

Into Productive Farms.

One-Fifth of Total Area of State of

Minneibta la to Be Reclaimed, Ac-

cording to Report of Drainage

Commission.

St. Paul, Minn.—Reports of the state

drainage commission on work done in

Minnesota from August 1,1898, to Aug-

ust 1, 1910, have been placed in the

hands of the legislature.
-The commission estimates that Min-

nesota had originally 10,000,000 acres

of swamp lands, \oo wet In their nat-

ural condition for agricultural pur-

poses. This vast area, comprising
about ane-flfth of the land of the state,.

Is fast being transformed from swamp

lands to productive farms. Conserva-

tive estimates place the total area re-

claimed during 1909 and 1910 at 1,500,-

000 acres.

Ditches are constructed by the state

and by the various counties. These

are made by the drainage commission

only where such ditches will benefit

state lands, incidentally private lands

are also benefited, and in such cases

the cost is defrayed In ipart by assess-

ing private lands according to the

benefits. Lands owned by railroad

companies are assessed like private

lands.

During 1909 and 1910 the commis-

sion has constructed or has had under

(instruction 15 state ditches, having

an aggregate length of 460 miles, re-

quiring an excavation of 6,828,378 cubic

yards, costing 8605,873.30, or an aver-

age of 8.8 cents per cubic yard. These

ditches will drain and reclaim 141,144.-

63 acres of state land and 403,640.81
acres of private lands at an average

cost of $1.25 per acre.

The policy of the commission has

been to drain only such lands as Im-

mediately will become available for ag-

ricultural uses and lands requiring lit-

tle clearing or other expense to bring

under cultivation. The work to a large

extent has been confined to localities

In tho proximity of railroads and trade

centers and open meadows and marsh

lands, the commission avoiding as far

as practicable the drainage of lands

where life of valuable growing timber

would be endangered.

In the construction of ditches, public

highways were constructed along the

side of the ditch from the earth exca-

vated from the ditch, wherever such

construction was practicable. When

drainage work contracted for in the

years 1909 and 1910 la completed, there

willbe 400 miles of graded roads along

the several ditches, constructed at &

small additional coat, the average cost

being not more than one-half a cent

per cubic yard, or $75 per mile of road.

The commission, with the co-opera-

tion of the United States geological

survey, has made a topographical sur-

vey of a large area In Ottertatl, Doug-

las, Grant. Traverse, Stevens, Pope,

Swift and Big Stone counties. The

same two departments have made sur-

veys of the following waters In the

state, for the purpose of devising plana

for their Improvements and preparing

estimates of the cost of the work, to

the end that drainage work may be

facilitated and disastrous overflows

prevented: Parts of the Minnesota,

Mnstlnka, Watowan, Embarrass, Red-

wood. Cedar, Chippewpi, Long Prairie

and Wild Rice rivers; Stony brook.

Benton county; Okabena creek. Jack-

sen -county; a channel through Pierce,

Clayton. Bright and Turtle lakes, and

MllleLacs lake. Plans, estimates and

¦pacifications at these proposed Im-

provements have been prepared and

furnished the counties affected there-

by.
”

The legislature of 1909 appropriated

$200,000 for the use of the state drain-

age commission. The commission Bays
that If It again receives such a fund it

willbe able to drain practically all un-

drained state swamp land available at

the present, time for agricultural pur-

poses. Anticipating further appropria-

tions, the commission haa caused sur-

veys to be made and maps, plana and

estimates prepared for several sys-

tems of ditches, which, if constructed,
willdrain 100,000 acres of state land

and fully double that amount of private
lands. All of this will become avail-

able immediately for agricultural pur-

poses. ~+-

The state drainage commission con-

sists of Governor Eberhart, State Audi-

tor Iverßon and Secretary of State

Schmahl. George A. Ralph is Btate

drainage engineer.

FISH THAT LOVE DYNAMITE

Winsted (Cdnn.) Variety That Feed

on High Explosive Are Not

Wanted by Women.

Winsted, Conn. —Hlghlaw lake fish

are at a discount owing to the dis-

covery that they dine on dynamite

and like It.

Workmen who are blasting In the

neighborhood made the discovery by
accident. Since then they have

amused themselves by breaking little

bits from dynamitk cartridges and

thrpwing these “crumbs” overboard to

see the perch grab for them. House-

keepers regard the experiment with

disapproval. They fear the dynamite-
fed fish would fry too noisily, and in-

stead of reposing quietly on a plat-
ter might suddenly decide to serve

themselves on the celling.

CHICAGO BEHIND THE EAST

Dr. Hart Says Other Cities Are Clot*

ing Orphan Asylums and Putting
.

Children In Homes.

Chicago.—“ Chicago is far behind

the east in the care of the orphan

and neglected child, although the east

took up and followed along the lines

laid down by Chicago years ago.

“Orphan asylums in the future will

be unheard of. In some states they

have already disappeared.
“Chicago must wake up and make

haste along the lines originated by it-

self, by which other cities and states

have profited.”
Dr. Haatlnga H. Hart, who Is an ex-

pert in the care of neglected children,

spoke these words in an address be-

fore the City club the other day.

"The east, especially Baltimore and

Philadelphia, have developed at a re-

markable pace, after following In the

footsteps of Chicago,” said the speak-

er. “Those cities have used family

homes in providing for the motherless

and fatherless and have closed up

their orphan asylums.

“Chicago h&B not kept up with the

pace. Boston receives $125,000 a year

-tor the support of its orphans. New

York, exclusive of Brooklyn, is given

$500,000 a year for the support of the

children’s society, while Philadelphia

gives $85,000 for the same purposes.

“New York City haa $20,000,000 in-

vested for the sake of these children,
while Chicago has but one-half that

aum, or possibly three-quarters.
“I have a Hat of thirteen orphan

aßylums being closed in Massachus-

etts and twelve in Indiana.”

Dr. Hart, while declaring that Chi-

cago waa lagging behind In the matter
of orphaned and neglected children,

insisted that the orphan asylums now

conducted In Chicago were excellent

In every way and the finest institu-

tions of the kind. But home and fam-

ily life, he said, should he provided
for the children and there should he

no more asylums built in Chicago.

WIN SUCCESS BY RIGHT HUES

Wearing of Proper Colors Makes for

Worldly Advancement, Says
New Thoughtlst.

Denver, Colo.—Success and charac-

ter are merely a matter of colors. If

you want to be successful, wear a bit

of emerald green. If you are nervous

and high strung, wear more blue and

calm down.

Also wear good clothes and mingle
with rich people, even If you are not

financially able to back up your fine

“front” Opulence la a matter of vi-

brations and by mingling with the

rich you willabsorb their waves.

These are a few of the theories ad-

vanced by Mrs. Elisabeth Severin.

new thoughtlst who announces the es-

tablishment of the Psychological soci-

ety of Denver.

“If a man wants to know the essen-

tials of a woman’s character, all he

has to do la to note the colors she

wears,” ahe said. “Red signifies love,
and persons fond of It are emotional

and full of life. Orange stands for

pride and ambition. Yellow signifies
wisdom. Those who favor violet are

splritueUe.
“Black should never be worn under

any circumstances. It la the negative
of all things and depresses tm™eas-

turably.
“A woman should not dress accord-

ing to the shade of her hair, but

should wear the colon that her tem-

perament calls for. If she wants to

change her mood, let her change her

dress. Neurasthenics gad

should have a good share of their

household furnlahlngs in red. It

should supply the color lacking In

their makeup. Color of course is a

mere question of vibration, and suc-

cess is, too. If a woman wishes to

succeed let her put on tier rustling
silk skirt and her ostrich plume and

mingle with those who have already
found success. The success vibra-

tions are bound to ladlate her way
It is ao simple.”

Collegians Down and Out.

Oakland, Cal.—In an address be-

fore the students of the University of
California on “College Men I Have

Met In the Slums and Prisons 6f New

York," C. M. Mercer, special secretary
of the Association for Colleges of
North America, said:

“There are 18,000 college-bred men

in New York alone who are down and

out through liquor and fast living.
There has been a marked decrease of

the proportion of graduates who fall

since the prevalence of college ath-

letics amounting. I estimate, to M

per cent.”

$30,000 for Moslem University.
Calcutta. —The Aga Khan, the head

of the Ism sill Mohommedana, urged
the commemoration at the king's vislj
to India a year hence by the found*

tlon of a Moslem university at All!

garb, “comparable to those of Berlin,
Paris ami Oxford.” Ho offers a aa*

trtbuUotf of fM.OOti

VALUABLEIN THE HOUSEHOLD

Innumerable Uses to Which Sawdust

May Be Put to Good

Advantage.
"*

Sawdust may be put to serve a num-

ber of purposes for the housewife. It

Is good for removing sedimentin glass

and earthenware. A handW thrown,

on a dying fire willhelp to revive it.

Well dried and heated and sprinkled
over grease spots In carpets, it is

t
use-

ful In removing these objectionable
marks. It should be well rubbed in,

left for a few hours, then treated

again if necessary. Heat some saw-

dust on a piece of paper In the oven,

and It is an excellent remedy for mil-

dew and damp spots on metal or other

polished goods. Rub some dry saw-

dust on articles that have been pol-

ished, and the polish will last longer.

Slightly moisten sawdust

on outhouse floors, verandas or larder,

etc., and brushed off with a hard

broom will clea&se the floor without

much trouble.

CLEANS KNIVES WITH EASE

Device of California Man One of the

Best Ever Placed on the

Market.

There are all varieties of knife-

cleaners from the single stone on

which the housewife rubs her cutlery

to the elaborate device of multiple

wheels used in the big hotels and res-

taurants. But one of the simplest and

most effective of all would seem to

be that devised by a California man

and shown here. This contrivance

consists of a couple of cleaning stones

held in juxtaposition in a resilient

frame. The frame consists of two

Inverted V-shaped wires with springs

connecting the three corners of each.

This has the effect of keeping the

stones closer together all the time,

but allowing enough leeway for the

admission of a knife blade or the

tines of a fork, which can be cleaned

by being rubbed up and down a few

times. The springs Will insure a suf-

ficiently strong pressure to give good

frictional action at all times.

Useful Hints.

Milkwillclean piano keys satisfac-

torily. It will take out ink spots of

long standing. Used in starch It will

give a fine gloss. It willremove dis-

coloration from gilt mirrors and pic-

ture frames. Used with bluing for

lace curtains It ylllmake them look

like new.

To cloud quickly the windows In a

hath room, etc., apply with a brush a

strong solution of epsom salts mixed

In vinegar. This gives a beautiful

frosted appearance and becomes

permanent If varnished over with

white varnish.

Mahogany or any other colored

wood may be darkened by polishing
with cold drawn linseed oil.

Splendid Cookies.

One sifter of flour, one teaspoonful

soda, and pinch of salt; sift and then

take lard and mix In, as for pie dpugh.
Two cupfuls of brown sugar; flavor

with mapleine and vanilla; roll out

and sprinkle granulated sugar thickly
on top; cut out with a large cookie

cutter and press a raisin or nut in tha

center of each; Just before putting
In the oven take the tip of the finger
and wet the top, and the cookies will

be crinkly and crisp. If sweet milk

or water is used two teaspoonfuls of

baking powder In place of soda.

Chicken a la Hollandaise.

Take out the breast bone of a large

young fowl and fill up the space with

a nice force meat Make a batter as

for fritters and when the fowl la halt

roasted pour the batter over, let dry
then pour on more until It la

thickly coated and a rich brown color.

Remove from pan, cut up as for a

fricassee, place on platter, lay corn

fritters around the edge of dish, scat-

ter some sprigs of parsley over, and

serve at once with melted butter and

lemon quarters. Oyster force meat Is

nice.

In Cooking Oysters.

In scalloping oysters do not use

much of the liquor. Milkmhy be sub-

stituted. Put on plenty of butter,
twice as much on the top layer as on

the under ones, or it willnot be well

browned. For creamed oysters use

all the liquor from the oysters In

place of some of the milk. This

quite changes the flavor of the

Bcotch Scones.

Sift with one pound of flour a tea-

spoonful of bicarbonate of soda, a half

teaspoonful of cream of tartar and a

little salt Wet with sour buttermilk,
roll out round the stseupf a pie plate,
cut in four pieces and lay on a hot

griddle, which has been dusted with

dry flour only. When slightly brown-
ed torn and brown the other side.

Bacon Hint

A new way to cook baoon. Cat thin

slices, roll In beaten en. then In ootn,
meal, and fry slowly a dainty brown.


