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.. INSURANCE MEN MEET

WESTERN FIRE UNION CON-
e VENES IN ST. LOUTIS! -

x Pl;n to Amicably Adjust Differences
m - gpith’ Non-Union Companies—As880-.
ciation Favors the Fire Marshal
Systém of Holding Inquests on Fires.

Unite to Fight Bills.

The Western Fire Insurance Union,
comppsed .of presidents gnd managers u'f
1hfge’ Insdrance companies;  met in semi-
apyual couvention in St. Louis for a four
de¥s’ session. The most important ques-
‘tion ' discussed ‘'was the; relation of the
wnion-to nen-union companies, There are
about, eighty-five union companies and
‘seventrﬁw pon-union. The rivalry be-
1 itween' thém has often led to bitter fights,
tspreading over a large territory. At the
convention a plan was adopted to secure
an amicable adjustment of differences.
The question of legislation also received
considerable attention. In a number of
States bills have been introduced hostile
to insurance companies, while in others
bills encouraging the business are being
considered. The committee on legislation
advanced this as an argument for the al-
liance of all insurance companies, union
and non-union. The fire marshal system
was also considered by the convention.
This system is in vogue in several Eastern
States, and an unsuccessful effort was
made in Missouri to get a law for the ap-
pointment of a fire marshal and deputies,
whose duty it should be to investigate
every fire, holding an inquest in due form,
with a jury and witnesses, and making an
official report. The insurance companies
are in favor of the idea, as they believe
it would greatly prevent incendiarism and
careless fires,

MILLION HINGES ON' A WORD.
Important Suit in Which a Chicago
Company Is Interested.

The ownership of $1,000,000 worth of
land in California depends upon the legal
construction of the word “brought.” The
act of Congress approved March 8, 1891,
provides that no suit shall be “brought”
by the United States to vacate er annul
any patent to public lands issued before
the date mentioned within five years from
the passage of the act. This “period of
limitation,” as the lawyers style it, expir-
ed March 3, 1896. Consequently it ap-
pears that all patents to public lands is-
sued before March 3, 1891, became abso-
lute and irrevocable March 3, 1896, unless
previously attacked by suit brought as the
Jaw requires. The case in which the point
has been raised is that of the United
States against the American Lumber
Company of Chicago and the Central
Trust Company of New York. The Gov-
ernment seeks to have canceled, upon the
ground of fraud and conspiracy, wmore
than one hundred and sixty different pat-
ents to railroad timber lands in Califor-
nia, situated in Humboldt and Mendocino
Counties. The American Lumber Com-
pany holds the patents to these lands,
which embrace 27,000 acres, and their
value has been estimated at in the neigh-
borhood of $1,000,000. The Central Trust
Company issued mortgage bonds on the
security of the lands to the amount of
$300,000. The bill of complaint was filed
in the Circuit Court in San Francisco
Feb. 3, 1896, That was just a month be-
fore the statutory period of limitation ex-
pired, after which the Government could
not institute suit. The question to be de-
cided is, Was the suit brought when the
bill was filed? The decision will thus
afford an important precedent for both
courts and lawyers.

FLAMES LICKED UP MILLIONS,
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Record for the United States and
Canada,for Two Months,

The New York Journal of Commerce
and Commercial Bulletin says: The fire
loss of the United States and Canada for
the month of February, as compiled from
our daily records, shows a total of $8,-
676,750. The loss for January and Feb-
ruary compares with the figures for the
same months of 1895 and 1896 as follows:

1895. 1896. 1897.
Jan $11,805,600 $11,040,000 $12,049,700
I'eb. 12,360,200 9,730,100 8,676,750

Tot. $24,255,800 $20,770,100 $20,726,450

e LPhe fire loss Tor 2907, so far, it will be
noticed, is very close to the figures for
the same period of 1896. - Mu. “h has op-
ened up very expensively, and it is not
unlikely that the record for the first quar-
ter will exceed that for the first three
months of 1896.

CHEAP GAS IN BELFAST.
Costs Consumers Only B8ixty Cents
Per 1,000 Feet,

The city of Belfast, Ireland, has been
making a large profit on the gas works
controlled by it, ILast year's profit was
£67,377. It has been decided to lower
the cost to consumers, although the pres-
ent priece is ridiculously low, according to
American standards. Hereafter gas will

t . be sold for 60 cents per 1,000 feet, instead

1o of 66 cents, and there will be a discount

¥4 of from 5 per cent to 20 per cent, depend-
ent upon the amount consumed; all this,
too, with coal at $3.09 per ton,

Woodmen in Session.

The second biennial convention of the
Sovereign Camp, Woodmen of the World,
was called to order in St. Louis, with
about fifty delegates present from nearly
every State in the Union. Joseph Cul-
len Root, sovereign consul commander and
founder of the order, was in the chair.

Eckels Says Nay,

su1ve Comptroller Eckels has refused to ac-

vdicept the appointment as monetary envoy

& uto Burope, and will serve out his term as

{u@omptroller unless removed by President

-1viMicKinley. :

1o witig : e

b, v Singers’ Train a Wreck.

b Ia) gpecial train bearing a French opera
; 9“3&6\1 of 150 people, bound for San Fran-

i» li&ge was wrecked near Casa Grande,

Ariz. There were about ten tramps on

JtBe Erain and several were badly injured.
1 ud2Be of the opera troupe was injured, but
To “ﬁﬂy .

P - President McKinley's Mail,
’President’s maijl is piling up, despite
t efforts of a number of officials,’
by Erivate Secretary Boyle. The,
,;theletters concern appointments
jor congratulations,
conrages Railroad Building.
)ill has passed both houses of the
iglature exempting from taxa-
gen years, all railroads com-
pations within six months.
introduced favoring female
it to lapse on marriage
d on widowhood.
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the will of the people and in their
presence, by authority vested in me
by this oath, I assume the arduous und' re-
sponsible duties of President.of Ihe,Unlte%
States, relying on the support of my coun-
trymen and invokiug the guidance of Al;
mighty God, Our faith teaches that there
is no safer reliance than upon the God of
our fathers, whe has so singularly favor-
ed the American people in every national
trial and who will not forsgke us so long
as we obey his commandments and walk
humbly in his foofsteps.
The responsibilities of the high trust to
which I have been ' called—always of
grave importance—are augmented by !he
prevailing business conditions, entailing
idleness upon willing labor aud loss to use-
ful enterprises. The country is Sllﬂé‘l'l_ll);
from industrial disturbances from \\'hl.('h
speedy relief must be had. Our financial
system needs some revision; our money
is all good now, but its value must not
further be threatened. It should nll_ be
put upon an enduring basis, not subject
to easy attack, nor its stability to doubt or
dispute. Our currency should continue
under the supervision of the Goyernment,
The several forms of our paper money
offer, in my judgment, a constant embar-
rassment to the Government and a safe
balance in the treasury. Therefore, I be-
lieve it necessary to devise a system
which, without diminishing the ciruuh.n-
ing medium or offering a premium for its
contraction, will present a remedy f(.)r
those arrangements, which, temporary in
their nature, might well in the years of
our prosperity have been displaced by
wiser provisions.
With adequate revenue secured, but not
until then, can we enter upon such
changes in our fiscal laws as will, while
insuring safety and volume to our money,
no longer impose upon the Government
the necessity of maintaining so large a
gold reserve, with its attendant and in-
evitable temptations to speculation. Most
of our financial laws ave the outgrowth of
experience and trial and should not be
amended without investigation and dem-
onstration of the wisdom of the proposed
changes, \We must be both sure we are
right and “make haste slowly.”
1f, therefore, Congress in its wisdom
shall deem it expedient to create a com-
mission to take under early consideration
the revision of our coinage, banking and
currency laws, and give them that ex-
haustive, careful and dispassionate exam-
ination that their importance demands, [
shall cordially concur in such action. If
such power is vested in the President, it
is my purpose to appoint a commission of
prominent, well-informed citizens of dif-
ferent parties who will command publie
confidence, both on account of their ability
and special fitness for the work. Business
experience and publie training may thus
be combined, and the patriotic zeal of the
friends of the country be so directed that
such a report will be made as to receive
the support of all parties and our finances
cease to be the subject of mere partisan
contention, The experiment is, at all
events, worth a trial, and, in my opinion,
it can but prove beneficial to the entire
country,

International Bimetallism,

The question of international bimetal-
lism will have early and earnest attention.
It will be my constant endeavor to secure
it by co-operation with the other great
commercial powers of the world, Until
that condition is realized when the parity
between our gold and silver money springs
from and is supported by the relative
value of the two metals, the yalue of the
silver already coined and of that which
may hereafter be coined must be kept
constantly at par with gold by every re-
source at our command. The credit of the
Government, the integrity of its currency
and the inviolability of its obligations
must be preserved. This was the com-
manding verdict of the people and it will
not be unkeeded.

Economy is demanded in every branch
of the Government at all times, but espe-
cially in periods like the present depres-
sion of business and distress among the
people. The severest economy must be
observed in all publie expenditures, and
extravagance stopped wherever it is found
and prevented wherever in the future it
may be developed. If the revenueés are to
remain as now, the only relief that can
come must be from decreased expendi-
tures. But the present must not become
the permanent condition of the Govern-
ment. It has been our uniform practice
to retire, not increase, our outstanding
obligations, and this policy must again be
resumed and vigorously enforced. Our
revenues should-always be large enough
to meet with ease and promptness not
only our current needs and the principal
and interest of the public debt, but to
make proper and liberal provision for that
most deserving body of public creditors,
the soldiers and sailors, and the widows
and orphans who are the pensioners of the
United States.

The Government should not be per-
mitted to run behind, or increase its debt,
in times like the present. Suitably w1 pro-
vide against this is the mandate of duty;
the certain and éasy remedy for most of
our financial difficulties. A deficiency is
inevitable so long as the expenditures of
the Government excced its receipts. It
can ounly be met by loans, or an increased
revenue. While a large annual surplus
of revenue may invite waste and extrava-
gance, inadequate revenue creates dis-
trust, and undermines public and private
credit. Neither should be encouraged.
Between more loans and more revenue,
there ought to be but one opinion. We
should have more revenue, and that with-
out delay, hindrance or postponement. A
surplus in the treasury created by loans

is not a permanent or safe reliance. It
will suffice while it lasts, but it cannot
last long while the outlays of the Govern-
ment are greater than its receipts, as has
been the case during the last two years.
Nor must it be forgotten that, however
much such loans may temporarily relieve
the situation, the Government is still in-
debted for the amount of the surplus thus
accrued, which it must ultimately pay,
while its ability to pay is not strengthen-
ed, but weakened, by a continued deficit.
Loans are imperative in great emergen-
cies to preserve the Government or its
eredit, but a failure to supply needed
revenue in time of peace for the mainte-
nance of either has no justification.
Larger Revenueas Necessary,

The best way for the Government to
maintain its credit is to pay as it goes—
not by resorting to loans, but by keeping
out of debt—through an adequate income
secured by a system of taxation, external
or internal, or both. It is the settled pol-
icy of the Government, pursued from the
beginning and practiced by all parties and
" administrations, to raise the bulk of our
revenue from taxes upon foreign produc-
tions entering the United States for sale
and consumption—and avoiding for the
most part every form of direct taxation,
except in time of war. The country is
clearly opposed to any ncedless additions
to the subjects of internal taxation, and
is co ’ y its latest popular utter-

of tariff taxation.

F"‘ETJIOW Citizens:" I obedigice (" tHFr

% + 01

TRETTTT LTI 8

has ever been made plainer at
election fag-thiat{d cpperofifn
ple in tHe Faising of revenue on I
is zealous cal R
American labor,
claréd that suchi jegisjation, should bel
ag will_give ample nrotection and! ¢n:
coursgement “to the ,ih’dus‘tr'xos and| the
develdpment of’out’ country. ‘It id there-
fore, earnestly bhopéd and éxpecied hat
Congress will, at the eafliest practicable
moment, enact revenue legislation. thif?
shall be fair, reasonable, conservative ‘and
just, and which, while supplying sufficient
revenue for public purposes, will still be
signally beneficial and helpful to every
section and-every enterprise of the people.

To this policy, we are all, of whatever
party, firmly bound by the voice of the
people—a power vastly more potential
than the expression of any political plat-
! form. The paramount duty of Congress
is to stop deficiencies by the restoration of
that protective legislation which has al-
ways been the firmest prop of the treasury,
The passage of such a law or lawa would
strengthen the credit of the Government
both at home and abroad, and go far to-
ward stopping the drain upon the gold re-
serve held for the redemption of our cur-
rency which has been heavy and well-nigh
constant for geveral years,

wmports
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The people have de-

Reciprocity,

In the revision of the tariff, especial at-
tention should be given to the re-epact-
ment and extension of the reciprocity
principle of the law of 1890, under which
80 great a stimulus was given to our for-
eign trade in new and advantageous mar-
kets, for our surplus agricultupal and
manufactured products. The brief trial
given this legislation amply justifies a
further experiment and additional discre-
tionary power in the making of commer-
cinl treaties, the end in view always to be
the opening up of new markets for the
products of our country, by granting con-
cessions to the products of other lands
that we need and cannot produce our-
selves, #nd which do not involve any loss
of labor to our own people, butstend to in-
crease their employment,

The depression of the last four years
has fallen with especial severity upon the
great body of the country, and upon none
more than the holders of small farms.
Agriculture has languished and labor suf-
fered. The revival of manufacturing will
be a relief to both. No portion of ou¥ pop-
ulation is more devoted to the institutions
of free government, nor more loyal in
their ‘support, while none bears more
cheerfully or fully its proper share ip the
maintenance of the Government, or is
better entitled to its wise and liberal care
and protection. ILegislation helpful to the
producer is beneficial to all. The depress-
ed condition of industry on the farm and
in the mine and factory has lessened the
ability of the people to meet the demands

“I'"poses apon the President’ {he d ¥ Bt
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election, which.all can rejoice in, is that |

the citizens of the United States are both
h} ing and-law-gbiding people,
) o s (£ tRe path of pat-
T. "% inye gl.-
iiusof our lgstitatisds,
zes rﬁe“

i ) a ‘greater
22d order in the future. Immunity shoukll
be granted to none who violate the laws
MWhether individuals, corporations oF com-
munities; and as the Constitution im-

its own execution and of the gg;’gég en-
"E¢ted™in pursuance of its prov g
shall endeavor carefully_to carry them

_ij'ui'pﬁgct. il | JOo

e declaration of the party now re-
ored to power Las beeun .in the past that. |
of “opposition to all combinations of eap-
itakiprggnized jn 4rusts or otherwise to
jcoptrol;arbitrarily the condition ef, frade
ﬂmulf our citizens,” and it has supported
“SMél legidlatioh as will prévent the éxe-
c_utigq of all schemes to oppress the peo-
ple by undue c¢harges on their supplies or
by il'n}u-t rates for the transportation of
their products to market.” This purpose
will be steadily pursued, both by the en-
forcement of the laws now in.existence
and the recommendation and support of
such statutes as may be necessary to car-
ry it into effect.

Naturalization and Immigration.

Our naturalization and immigration
laws should be further improved to the
constant promotion of a safer, a better
and a higher citizenship. A grave peril
to the republic would be a citizenship too
ignorant to understand or too Yicious to
appreciate the great value and benefit of
our constitutions and laws—and against
all who come here to make war upon
them our gates must be promptly and
tightly closed. Nor must we be unmind-
ful of the need of improvement among
our citizens, but with the zeal of our fore-
fathers encourage the spread of knowl-
edge and free education. [lliteracy must
be banished from the land if we shall at-
tain that high destiny as the foremost of
the enlightened nations of the world,
which, under Providence, we ought to
achieve.

Reforms In the civll service must go on,
but the change should be real and genu-
lue, not perfunctory or prompted by zeal
in behalf of any party, simply because it
happens to be in power. As a member
of Congress I voted and spoke in favor of
the present law and I shall attempt its
enforcement in the spirit in which it was
enacted. The purpose in view was to se-
cure the most efficient service of the hest
men whao would accept appointment un-
der the Government, retaining faithful
and devoted public servants in office, but
shielding none under the authoriry of any
rule or custom who are inefficient, incom-
petent or unworthy. The best interests
of the country demand this and the peo-
ple heartily approve the law wherever
and whenever it has been thus admin-
istered.

Congress should give prompt attention
to the restoration of our American mer-
chant marine, once the pride of the seasn
in all the great ocean highways of com-
merce. To my mind, few more important
subjects so imperatively demand its intel-
ligent consideration. The United Btates
has progreseed with marvelous rapidity
in every field of enterprise and endeavar,
until we have become foremost in nearly
all the great lines of inland trade, com-
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upon them, and they rightfully expect that
not only a system of revenue shall be es-
tablished that will secure the largest in-
come with the least burden, but that ev-
ery means will be taken to decrease rather
than increase our public expenditures.
Business conditions are not the most
promising.

It will take time to restore the prosperity
of former years. If we cannot promptly
attain it, we can resolutely turn our faces
in that direction and aid its return by
friendly legislation. However trouble-
some the situation may appear, Congress
will not, I am sure, be found lacking in
disposition or ability to relieve it, so far
as legislation can do so. The restoration
“of confidence and the revival of business,
which men of all parties so much desire,
depend more largely upon the prompt, en-
ergetic and intelligent action of Congress,
than upon dny other single agency affect-
ing the situation.

Duties of Citizenship,

It is inspiring, too, to remember that no
great emergency in the 108 years of our
eventful natiopal life has ever arisen that
has not been met with wisdom and cour-
age by the American people, with fidelity
to their best interests and highest des-
tiny, and to the honor of the American
name. These years of glorious history
have exalted mankind and advanced the
cause of freedom throughout the worid
and immeasurably strengthened the pre-
cious free institutions which we enjoy.
The people love and will sustain these
institutions, The great essential to our
happiness and prosperity is that we ad-
here to the principles upon which the
(GGovernment was established and insist
upon their faithful observance. Kquality
of rights must prevail and our laws be
always and everywhere respected and
obeyed. We may have failed in the dis-
charge of our full duty as citizens of the
great republic, but it is consoling anl
encouraging to realize that free speech,
a free press, free thought, free schools,
the free and unmolested right of religious
liberty and worship and free and fair
elections are dearer aund more universally
enjoyed to-day than ever before.

These guarantees must be sacredly pre-
served and wisely strengthened. The
constituted authorities must be cheerfully
and vigorously upheld. Lynchings must
not be tolerated in a great and civilized
country like the United States; courts—
not mobs—must execute the penalties of
the law. The preservation of public or-
der, the right of discussion, the integrity
of courts, and the orderly administration
of justice must continue forever the rock
of safety upon which our Government
securely rests.
‘ One of the 1

essons taught by the late
|

merce and industry. Yet, while this s
true, our American  merchant marine has
been steadily declining until it is now
lower, both in the percentage of tonnage
and the number of vessels employed, than
it was prior to the civil war.

Commendable progress has heen made
of late years in the upbuilding of the
American navy, but we must supplement
these efforts by providing as a proper con-
sort for it a merchant marine amply suf-
ficient for our carrying trade to foreign
countries. The question is one that ap-
peals both to our business necessities and
tue patriotic aspirations of a great people.

Foreign Policy,

It has been the policy of the United
States since the foundation of the Gov-
ernment to cultivate relations of peace
and amity with all the nations of the
world, and this accords with my concep-
tion of our duty now. We have cherished
the policy of non-interference with the
affairs of foreign Governments, wisely in-
augurated by Washington, keeping our-
selves free from entanglement either as
allies or foes, content to leave undisturb-
ed with them the settlement of their own
domestic concerns. It will be our aim to
pursue a firm and dignified foreign policy,
which shall be just, impartial, ever watch-
ful of our national honor and always in-
sisting upon the enforcement of the lawful
rights of American citizens everywhere.
Our diplomacy should seek nothing more
and accept nothing less; we must avoid
the temptation of territorial aggression,
War should never be entered upon unti)
every agency of peace has failed; peace
is preferable to war in almost every con-
tingency.

Arbitration is the true method of set-
tlement of international as well as local
or individual difference. It was recog-
nized as the best means of adjustment of
differences between employers and em-
ploves by the KForty-ninth Congress, in
1888, and its application was extended to
our diplomatic relations by the unanimous
concurrence of the Senate and -House of
the Fifty-first Congress, in 1890. The
latter resolution was accepted as the basis
of negotiations with us by the British
House of Commons, in 1898, and upon our
invitation a treaty of arbitration between
the United States and Great Britain was
signed at Washington and transmitted
to the Senate for its ratification, in Jan-
uary last. Since this treaty is clearly the
result of our own initiative; since it has
been recognized as the leading feature of
our foreign policy throughout our entire
national history—the adjustment of diffi-
culties by judiciai methods rather than by
force of arms—and since it presents to the
world the glorious example of reason and

Deace, net passion and war, controlling
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the relations between two of the greatest
uations of the worl mple certain
to be followed by& respectfully
Senate there-
pf policy, but

i of suchil e ty can hard-
overestimated in<the’ cause of ad-

yauging civilization. may,
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_people of every country, and 1 cannot
‘but consider it fortunate that it was re-

ea p in so grand 8 work. —
Extra fession of C
I Haiabben the hitforts’ aih
President to avoid, so far as possible, the
“convening ot Conigress o™
session. It is an example which, under
ordinary eireumstances ind ‘i the ab-
sence of a public necessity, is to be com-
ménded. But a failure to convene the
representatives of the people in Congress
in extra session when it involves neglect
of a public duty places the responsibility
of such neglect upon the exeentive him-
self. The condition of the public treas-
ury, as has been indicated, demands the
immediate consideration of Congress. It
alone has the power to provide revenues
for the Government. Not to convene it
under such circumstances 1 can view in
30 other sense than the neglect of a plain
uty.

I do not sympathize with the sentiment
that Congress in session is dangerous to
our general business interests, Its mem-
bers are the agents of the people, and
their presence at the seat of Government
in the execution of the sovereign will
should not operate as an injury, but a ben-
efit. There could be no better time to
put the Government upon a sound finan--
cial and economic basis than now. The
peaple have only recently voted that this
should be done, and nothing is more bind-
ing upon the agents of their will than the
obligation of immediate action.

It has always seemed to me that the
postponement of the meeting of Congress
until more than a year after it has been
chosen deprives Congress too often of the
Inspiration of the popular will and the
country of the corresponding benefits, 1t
1a evident, therefore, that to postpone ac-
tion in the presence of so great a neces-
sity would be unwise on the part of the
eéxecutive because unjust to the interests
of the people. Our actions now will be
freer from mere partisan consideration
than if the question of tariff revision was
postponed until the regular session of
Congress. We are nearly two years from
a congressional election, and politics can-
not so greatly distract us as if such con-
test was immediately pending. We can
approach the problem calmly and patri-
otically, without fearing its effect upon an
early election. Our fellow citizens who
may disagree with us upon the character
of this legislation prefer to have the ques-
tion settled now, even against their pre-
canceived views—and perhaps settled so
reasonably, as 1 trust and believe it will
be, as to insuresgreat permanence—than
to have further uncertainty menacing the
vast and varied business interests of the
United States. Again, whatever action
Congress may take will be given a fair
opportunity for trial before the people are
called to pass judgment upon it, and this
1 consider a great essential to the rightful
and lasting settlement of the question.

In view of these considerations, 1 shall
deem it my duty as President to convens
Congress in extraordinary session on Mon-
day, the 15th day of March, 1897.
Triumph of the Whole Peopl-.

In counciuslon, I congratulate the coun-
try upon the fraternal spirit of the people
and the manifestation of good will every-
where so apparent. The recent election
not only most fortunately demonstrated
the obliteration of sectional or geograph-
ical lines, but to some extent also the
prejudices which for years have distract-
ed our councils and marred our true
greatness as a nation. The triumph of
the people, whose verdict is carried into
effect to-day, is not the triumph of one
section, nor wholly of one party, but of
all sections and all the people. The North
and Bouth no longer divide on the
old lines, but upon principles and politics;
and in this fact surely every lover of the
country can find cause for true felicita-
tion. Let us rejoice in and cultivate this
spirit; it is ennobling and will be both a
gain and blessing to our beloved country.

It will be my constant aim to do nathing
and permit nothing to be done that will
arrest or disturb this growing sentiment
of unity and co-operation, this revival of
esteen and affiliation which now ani-
mates so many thousands in both the old
and the antagonistic sections, but I shall
cheerfully do everything possible to pro-
mote and increase it.

Let me again repeat the words of the
oath administered by the Chief Justice,
which, in their respective spheres, so far
as applicable, I would bave all my coun-
trymen observe: :

“I will faithfully execute the office of
President of the United States, and will,
to the best of my ability, preserve, pro-
tect and defend the Constitution of the
United States.”

This is the obligation I have reverently
taken before the Lord Most High. To
keep it will be my single purpose—my con-
stant prayer—and I shall confidently rely
upon the forbearance and assistance of
all the people in the discharge of my sol-
emn responsibilities.

TRUSTS AND THEIR PROFITS.

How Coal, Sugar, and Coffee
Millions from the People.
COAL.

Take

Tons.

Total amount mined 3

Amount mined by the coal
trust

Profit of trust every year
(estimated at $1.55 a ton,
the difference between”
what the trust pays for
it and the price at which
it sells it, the only expense
being the cost of transpor-

ta tion)

Total yearly output of re-
fined sugar

Amount produced by the
sugar trust

Profit of trust every year
(based on average of 1
cent & pound)

COFFEE.
Pounds.

Total output of coffee

Amount controlled by coffee
trust (comprising the Ar-
buckle company of this
city; the Mcl.aughlin mills
of Chicago, and the Wool-
son Spice Cowmpany, be-
fore the latter company
was ‘*‘acquired” by the
"Havemeyers) .......... o

Profit of the trust every
year, at Arbuckle’s figures
of 1 cent a pound

Profit of the trust every
year, at Havemeyer's fig-
ures of 3 eents a pound. ..

$14,850,000
—New York Journal.

Miss Carrie Jeévell. of recent years a
belle in New York society, and the favor-
ite niece of the late Frederick K. Taylor,
of St. Louis, has foresworn his liberal be-
quest to her, abandoned society and be-
come a nun in the Sacred Heart Order at
St. Louis.

The sale of the natural gas plant of
Columbus, 0., is off, owing to di
ment,

b~
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SENATE AND Housﬁ

WORK OF OUR NATIONAL LAW-
MAKERS.

A Week’s Proceedings in the Halls of
cussed and Acted Upon—An Impasr
tial Resume of the Business. ;

| SOLEMN OATH TAKEN,

Thousands View the Inaugural
Ceremonies.

Patriotism of €eventy Million People
Breathed Into the Ipaugural Cere-
monies—Uncounted Thousands View
Proceedings—Resplendent Scene in
the Senate Chamber—Gorgeous Mil-
jtary Pageant the Great Spectacular
Feature — Brilliant Decorations of
the Capito!—Graad Ball,

William McKinley, of Ohio, is now
President of the United States. Standing
with bowed head before an immense gath-
ering of people, he took the oath to faith-
fully perform the duties of the office. The
ceremony was performed by Chief Justice
Fuller. With an expression of humility
mingled with realization of the heavy
burdens he was about to assume, Mr, Mc-
Kinley bent his head and repeated in a
clear voice the words:

“I do solemnly swear that I will faith-

fully execute the office of President of

the United States and will to the best of
my ability, preserve, protect and defend
the constitution of the United States.”

There was a deathlike silence as the

preparations for administering the oath

were begun. The people could see the
pantomime enacted, but only the favored
few in the immediate vicinity could hear
the words; then a capnon shot was heard.

This marked the beginning of the term of

William McKinley as President, and in-

stantly a tremendous cheer went up. Hats,

canes, handkerchiefs and other articles
were waved as President McKinley step-

TAKING THE OATH.

ped :3 the edge of the Capitol portico and
bowed his acknowledgments to the peo-
ple. Ag soon as the President noticed a
lull in the applause he began to deliver the
Inaugural address.

There have been many inaugurations in
Washington, but in many respects that of
March 4, 1897, will go down in history as
excelling all that have gone before. The
citizens of the capital city worked to that
end with a degree of energy unknown,
and the great popular demonstration was
8 unigue and shining success in every
particular, In beauty, in taste, in novelty
the decorations of the city were incom-
parably superior to anything ever seen in
Washington; the magnificent body of reg-
ular United States troops was more num-
erous than any gathered since Grant's
great display at the close of the war; sev-
enteen sovereign States had their citizens
in the line of parade and over sixty civil
organizations helped swell its magnificent
proportions,

Scewe in the Senate,

The Senate chamber was the center of
attraction. The presidential family ar-
rived at 11:30. Mrs. McKinley, accom-
panied by her sister, Mrs. Barber, took
a front seat which had been reserved for
her. Following the wife of the new Pres-
ident came the venerable Mrs. McKinley,
Sr., garbed befitting her years The
diplomatic corps entered, followed a mo-
ment later by the ‘chief justice and asso-
clate justices of the Supreme Court. They
filed slowly down the aisle in gorgeous re-
galia and silken robes. The members of
the House of Representatives, headed by
Speaker Reed, then entered the chamber.
There was a stir of interest when Senate
officials announced the Vice-President-
elect. Mr. Hobart entered from the right
door, bowed slightly to the standing Sen-
ators and officials, and stepped to the seat
near the presiding officer’s desk.

All this was but accessory to the ar-
rival’ of  President Cleveland and Presi-
dent-elect McKinley. It was just 12:20
when they entered the main doors, facing
the Vice-President, and attention was riv-
eted at once on these two central figures
ag they moved down the middle aisle. Mr.
McKinley bowed to the presiding officer,
and, with Mr. Cleveland, was seated im-
mediately in front of the platform, facing
the Senate and the crowds.

As the presidential party took their seats
Viee-President Stevenson rose and invit-
ed his successor to step forward and take
the oath of office. Mr. Hobart advanced
to the desk, raised his right hand and took
the oath in aceordance with the constitu-
tion. Mr. Stevenson then delivered his
valedictory address,

Telegraphic Brevities.

John Jacob Astor's $5,000,000 hotel,
which is in course of erection next to the
Waldorf in New York, will be called the
Astoria.

Crossman Bros., seedsmen at Roehes-
ter, N. Y., filed a general assignment for
the benefit of creditors. The liabilities
are estimated at $50,000. -

At a circus near Brownsville, Tex., a
section of the elevated seats collapsed,
precipitating 800 persons to the ground.
Six may die. Many were more or less
bruised.

The election of the Manitoba Legisla-
ture, held in 8t. Boniface district, was
carried by the Conservatives and separate
school party, Lauxon, their candidate; be-
ing returned by 200 majority. The seat
was formerly Liberal and is a gain in the
Legislature for the separate school advo-
cates, :

Ten Harvard students who had been
out all night on a celebration at Boston,
tackled Policeman William Linton and
proceeded to use him as a punching bag.
In the midst of the frolic three officers in
clvilian dress showed up and soon released
Linton and then all four sailed into the
Harvard crowd. When the dust had set-
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tlad four students were Iying in the street. |
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The National Solons. .
The House Tharsday, by a rote of 193
to 37, overrode the veto of the immigra-
tion ..The conference report on the
postoffice appropriation bill was agreed to,
Then the fight on the naval bill was re-
newed, the price of armor plate 2
the matter at issue. The Senate a
ments to reduce the price from $563
$300 and to build three torpedo boats a

a practice boat, were agreed to. The In
dian bill, District of Columbia app

tion bill, and the sundry civil bill were
accepted as they eame from conference.
The Senate’s work was confined to clog
ing business, and the measures considered
by the House were the only ones in band.
All of them went to the President as
the House accepted them.

. Both Senate and House adjourned with-
out day Thursday, In the Senate agree-
ment was unanimous to resolutions ex-
.pressing the appreciation of the Senate for
the able and impartial discharge of the
duties of presiding officer by Mr. Steven-
son, and by Mr. Frye, president pro tem,
Mr. Hoar announced that the committee
of Congress bad waited on the President
and that he had asked them to convey,
his congratulations on the close of their -
labors. There was anxious awaiting for
the announcement that the President had
signed the remaining appropriation bills.
But it did not come. Gradually the iden-
tity of the Senate was merged into the
more striking features of the inauguration
ceremony, and the session came to a close
without further legislative business. The
general deficiency bill failed in confer-
ence, and the agriculture, sundry civil
and Indian appropriation bills failed of
exccutive approval. The House was still
in the legislative day of Tuesday wh

it adjourned without day. The elo
hours were uneventful. The statement
had worked hard all night to get the sun-
dry civil, Indian and agricultural bills to
the president, only to have them “pocket
vetoed,” while the general deficiency bill
failed of passage because the House re-
fused to subscribe to the $500,000 of
Bowman claims which the Senate insist-
ed upon. Mr, McMillin of Tennessee,
with a few appropriate remarks, offered
a resolution of thanks to the Speaker for
his impartiality as a presiding officer,
which was unanimously adopted by a ris-
ing vote. As Speaker Reed mounted the
rostrum the members rose and cheered
valiantly. He acknowledged the warm
reception and then delivered his parting
address. With a whack of the gavel at
11:56 he then declared the House ad-
journed without day and the members
hurried over to the Senate to participate
in the ceremonies there. i

The Senate went into executive session
promptly upon the receipt of the Cabinet
nominations, and as soon as the announce;
meut was made of the appointment of
Benator Sherman, whose name headed
the list, he was confirmed. It is the prac.
tice to refer all nominations to committee
but it was the desire of Mr. Sheman“
friends to signalize their regard for hinf
by immediate action. There was morg
form than reality in the reference of the
other nominations to committee. Not one
of the committees held a formal meeting;
they being polled on the floor of the Sen;
ate in every instance. No objection way
made in committee to confirmation. Whil
the Benate was in legislative session thy
credentials of Mr, Hanna as Senator froun,
Ohio, to suc Mr. Sherman, were pre:
sented by Mr. Foraker and he was sworg
in by Vice-President Hobart. Mr, Davig
was also designated acting chairman (i
the Committee on Foreign Relations t¢
succeed Mr. Sherman. Beyond the usua
notification to the President, nothing fun
ther was done.

Most of the new Senators were on t
floor when Vice President Hobart call
the Senate to order at noon Monday. The.
other Senators were not so prompt ig
making their appearance. The galleries,
save that reserved for the diplomatic
corps, were thronged with curious visitors
As soon as the blind chaplain had der
livered his invoeation, Mr. Pruden, th¢ '
President’s executive clerk, appeared -
with the nomination of Oscar A. Janes, of
Michigan, as pension agent at Detroit,
which was afterward confirmed. The last
communication of ex-Secretary Lamont,
transmitting certain papers called for by
a resolution of inquiry, was laid befora
the Senate. The Vice President submit-
ted some resolutions of the New York
Chamber of Commerce praying for the
early ratification and passage of the ar-
bitration treaty. At 12:12 p. m., on mo-
tion of Mr. Burrows (Rep.) of Michigang
the Senate went into executive session, .+~
The remainder of the session was-de-
voted to executive business and at 1:
g. m. the Senste ddjourned until Wednes-
ay. 72
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Told in a Few Lines.
The Arkansas Senate passed a bill ap:
propriating $65,000 for the relief of the
drouth sufferers in Arkansas. :
James B. Porter, Secretary of Staté
from 1861 to 1867, died at Lansing, Mich,,
of rheumatism of the heart. He was born
in 1824,

The Court of Appeals of Montreal ha:
maintained the right of trades unionists
to strike if the firm they work for refused
to discharge non-union men, T
Gov. Black of New York has declined tg
interfere in the sentence of death of Arx
thur Mayhew, who was convicted of murs
dering Stephen Powell at Hempstead
Mareh 7, 1896.

Benjamin R. Bacon, an insurance agen'i
who, & few years ago, was one of tha
wealthiest and most prominent business
men in Kansas City, Mo., committed sui-
cide. Despondency following business re-
vic;rm is supposed to be the cause of suis
cide. :

The liner Spree reached her pier in Hon
boken after a rough voyage. Before reaché'
ing the Needles she ran into a dense fog
and had to anchor. The seas pounded hep
decks, staving a lifeboat to pieces, tea

ing out a section of rail and inflicting oths
er damage. 4
Charles Burkman, a Keokuk (Ia.) bare
ber, had just finished shaving a customer,
when he went volently insane. He still
had the razor in his hands, and attempted
to assault several persons, but was at last
overpowered and locked up. He has a
wife and four children, W

The California deep water harbor com
mission has submitted its report to the
Secretary of War. The commission des
cides in favor of San Pedro as the harbop -
on which the Governiment appropriatio,
shall be expended. Commissioner Morgan
does not sign the report, 2
Paul Robert William Manning, a you
Englishman of 24 years, sporting editog
of a Berlin paper, and his fiancee, Idg
Margaret Helen Pankritz, a pretty,
brown-haired fraulein, who is one yeay
his junior, eloped to America. Miss Pan;
kratz's parents are wealthy., 5
Judge Parlange, of the United States
District Court, pronounced sentence at
New Orleans on the Texas Pacific Rail
road officials, K. 8. Sargent and L. 8§,
Thorne, who a few days ago pleaded guil-
ty of violating the interstate com A
law. They were fined $4.000 each.

.,




