
ALTGELD ON MONEY.

REPLIES TO GOLD ARGUMENTS

koM SCHURZ AND COCKRAN.

•

ln threat anil Appreciative Audience

Hears the Goepel of Free Silver as

Expounded by the Illinois Governor

in Chicago.

At Central Music Hall.

Gov. Altgeld spoke at Central Music

Hall, Chicago, Saturday night in reply to

Carl Schurz and Bourke Cockran. He

was greeted by a mass of humanity that

filled every portion of the hall, and there

were thousands outside who clamored for

admission, but had to content themselves

with hearing lesser orators at overflow

meetings. The Governor dealt almost

wholly with the money question, and his

audience applauded him continuously and

gave evidence of its deep-seated appre-

ciation of the speaker whenever oppor-

tunity offered. The Governor said:

“I hold in my hand a printed copy of the

speech of Mr. Carl Schurz, delivered in

this city two weeks ago, and a like copy

of the speech of Mr. Cockran. delivered

one week ago. Both have been adver-

tised as the ablest arguments in favor of

the gold standard that have.yet been

made. We are warranted in concluding
that every argument and every fact that

can be marshaled upon that side of the

question is contained in these speeches.
“It would have given great relief to the

minds of thousands of patriotic men to

have had presented some balm for the

ills of our land, and as I love my country
more than party or honors. I am sorry

to have to say to you that in these long
speeches, containing as we are told the

law and the gospel of the gold standard,
there is not a line, not . a sentence, not a

syllable that offers any hope to the Amer-
ican people.

“The straight-out adherents of McKin-

ley have a panacea. They realize the un-

satisfactory conditions in our land and

propose to remedy them by an increase of

the tariff. They feel that some hope must
be offered to the American people, and,
having- nothing else to present, they ask
us to again try the idea of increasing the
tariff tax.

“They ask the people to shut their eyes
to the fact that the distress from which

we suffer exists all over Europe as well

as this country; that it exists in the coun-

tries having a high tariff and in countries

having a moderate tariff and in countries

having no tariff at all, and is clearly due
to some cause that has no connection with

the tariff.

Recalls Homestead Riots.

“They ask us to shut our eyes to the
-fact that it was in the spring of 1892,
iwhile the McKinley law was in force
and while Mr. Harrison was President,
That the famous Homestead labor riots

occurred, being among the most bloody
that ever took place in this country; that

at that time the conditions of the laborer
were rapidly getting worse and the prices
of American products were steadily fall-

ing. They ask us to shut onr eyes to the
fact that the McKinley law for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1894, produced a

deficit to the United States treasury of

$70,000,000. They ask us to shut our

eyes to the faet that neither the laboring
man of this country nor of Europe has de-
rived any substantial benefit from the

tariff, because the employer is always per-
mitted to fill his shop with cheap labor.

They ask us to shut our eyes to the fact

that the tariff is no longer a matter of

theory but a matter of history. It has
been tried and it has been found wanting.
Consequently with the adherents of Mc-

Kinley it is a question in this campaign of

seeing how often they can fool the peo-
ple.

“Both Mr. Schurz and Mr. Cockran
have been avowed enemies of this tariff.

They cannot and they do not offer it as

a remedy for any of the ills of the land,
and, having no other remedy to offer and
seeing no prospect of a change for the bet-
ter under existing policies, they simply
Toll the patient that if he will only lie
still he will suffer less than if he at-

tempts to bestir himself.
•’“ln considering the question as to

•Whether the demonetization of silver in

the ‘World reduced prices they shrewdly
leave Europe out of consideration, shut
their eyes to the fact that the effects pro-

duced there are the same as those pro-
duced here, treat the whole question as

though it were local to our country, and
then argue that inasmuch as there had
not been many silver dollars coined in our

country, and those that were coined went

abroad, because of the fact that they
commanded a premium of 2 per cent.;
that, therefore; the demonetization of sil-
ver in the United States could not have
affected prices, because there was scarce-

ly any silver here to drive out of circula-
tion.

Coinage in the United States.

“Now let us look at the facts in regard
to the coinage of silver in this country. It
is true that Jefferson for a time suspended
the coinage of silver dollars. The reason’
was that half dollars were a full legal
lender for any amount, just as much as

dollars were, and, inasmuch as the country,
was new and poor, it was thought that
half dollars would' be more convenient in
circulation than dollars, and inasmuch
as they could be used in payment of debts
the same as dollars it made no difference,
but the coinage was on the same basis as

that of gold, and any man having silver
bullion could convert it into money, just
the same as though it were gold, and the
treasury tables given out at Washington
show that from 180(1 down to 1873 there
were $154,318,071 of silver coined in this
country. In 1871 there were 1,117,127 of
silver dollars coined —not subsidary coins,
hut dollars—and in 1872 there were 1.118,-
600 silver dollars coined, being nearly
twice the number ever before coined in.
one year. Bear this in mind, the two

years before silver was stricken down
there were nearly twice as many silver
dollars coined as in any previous year.
Air. Schurz knew these facts, and yet he
presents his figures in such a way as to
make the impression that no silver had
been coined in this country, and therefore
we demonetized nothing.

“His next claim is that we have had
more money per capita in circulation in
1895 than we had prior to the demonetiza-

tion, and that, therefore, there was no

reduction in the volume of money, and
that consequently demonetization had
nothing to do with the fall of prices. He
says that in 1895 we had a total of $2,-
217,000,000 in circulation, making $22.96
per capita, while in 1873 we had onlv
$18.04 per capita in circulation.

. Treasury Figures Wrong.

“Now. this is based on the tables given
out by one branch of the treasury depart-
ment, that is, the director of the mint,
and. sometimes copied in the reports of
other branches of the treasury; but they
emanate originally from the office of the
director of the mint, and they are not only
wrong, but are well known to be wrong.
In his report for the year 1892 the direc-
tor of the mint explains the origin of these
tables. They ascertained what specie
there was in the country at the time of re-

sumption, and they have added to it year

by year the coinage and what the custom
house records show to have been import-
ed, and they have deducted only what the
records show to have been used in the
arts and what the records show to have
been exported, and they assume that all
the balnee is still in circulation. They
make no allowance for what was carried
over our southern boundary’ in a quarter
of a century unrecorded, nor for what was

carried over our northern boundary dur-
ing that time unrecorded, nor for what
was carried to China during that time, nor

for what was used in the arts for a quar-
ter of a century without a record having
been made of it, and they make no allow-
ance for what was carried to Europe in
The pockets of American citizens traveling
abroad, and of which no record is made;
yet in oae of his reports the director of
the mint says that it was estimated that
the American travelers in Europe during
the year of the Paris exposition spent
$90,000,000. Of course the most of that
we may presume was in the shape of let-
ters of credit, and therefore a record was

<ade of it, but no record was made of
hat they carried in their pockets. Thus

you see that the tables become utterly
worthlesa. Again, in regard to paper
money, they assume that every dollar that
was ever issued by the government and is

not shown by the records at Washington
to have been canceled > still in circula-
tion, a proposition too absurd to be dis-
cussed.

,

The Comptroller’s Estimates.
“But the treasury department gives out

another report that is accurate,. and it
tells an entirely different story in regard
to the amount of money we have in onr

country. This report is given out by the

comptroller of the currency who has su-

pervision of the national banks.
“I will give you this in the language of

the comptroller: ‘The cash held by na-

tional banks on July 11, and by other
banks about that date, amounted to $631.-
111,290, classified as follows: Gold. $127.-
621,099; silver. $15,594,037; specie' not

classified, $19,298,363; paper currency.
$342,739,129; fractional currency, $1,023,-
442; and cash

, not classified, $124,-
835.220.’ The

'

reports for sev-

eral prior years were practically the
same. At about that time there was in
the United States treasury, all told, $329,-
517,713 available for circulation. Adding
this sum to what there was then in all the
banks of the United States it makes $950.-
629,000. This constituted all of the
money in sight in this country except
what there was then in the pockets of the
people. *

.

‘“There is no way of ascertaining def-
initely just what this would amount to.
Good Judges have asserted that when yoii
take into consideration all of the poor
laboring classes of this country and of the
colored people of the South, and the fact
that the farmers had very little money,
that an average of $5 per household
would be a full average, and as there
were then about 14.000.000 families that
would make $70,000,000. If you say we

have underestimated the amount in the
pockets of the people then add another $5
for each household and it will make only
$<0,000,000 more, and still be only half
the sum named by Mr. Schurz,

Not Enough Money to Do Business.
“The fact is, there is not enough money

in this country at present to do its busi-
ness. In all of the agricultural States of
the South, the Mississippi valley and the
West, there is the greatest scarcity of
money. The banks are unable to furnish
what is needed, and even in the money
centers a very little disturbance renders

the banks helpless. Mr. Schurz says there
are oceans of money lying idle, and then
in another sentence he says that gold is
now leaving our country and going to

Europe because it finds profitfiable em-

ployment there. Naturally you ask if
there are oceans of money lying idle in
those money Centers, then how can money
going there from here find profitable em-

ployment there.
“In passing, I call your attention again

to the fact that, on the 11th day of July,
1895, all of the banks in the United
States together held only $127,629,099 of

gold, and that sum, added to the $100,000,-
000 of gold that is supposed to be constant-
ly the treasury, constituted all the gold
there was in sight in the United States.
No sensible man now claims the poor peo-
ple are hoarding gold; the fact is that even

rich people rarely get to see it. In de-
picting the horrors which will come upon
our country in the event of the election of
Mr. Bryan, Mr. Schurz points out in a

thrillingmanner how $600,000,000 of gold
would instantly take wings and vanish.
It is one of the stock arguments met ev-

erywhere, and it is iterated and reiter-
ated by the bankers themselves. Now,
in view of the facts published by the treas-

ury department itself, and which will not
be challenged by gold standard people, I
am warranted in asserting that these
bankers know that there is scarcely $200,-
000,000 of gold in the entire country, in-

cluding what there is in the United States

treasury.
No Overproduction of Silver.

“But the main fabric of the whole

speech of Mr. Schurz is based upon the
theory of overproduction. He insists that
there is a fall in the price of silver and
that this is due to overproduction. You
will readily see that if there was the same

increase in the production of both metals,
then there was no reason why the rela-
tions.which they bore to each other, or the
market ratio which they bore to each

other, should change. Mr. Schurz knew
this. Why didn’t he state it that way?
Because he knew the facts were against
him. He wanted to make an’impression
which he could not make without a sup-

pression of part of the case.

“AccowUng to the tables issued by the

treasury department Aug. 16, 1893, show-
ing the total production of gold and silver
in the world at coinage value, it appears
that from the year 1792, when our mone-

tary system was founded, to the year

1852, the time of the great gold discov-

eries, the total production of silver in the

world, rating it at coinage value, was

$1,769,197,000, and the total production
of gold in the world during that time was

$960,236,000; that is, on the average there
was just about twice as much silver pro-
duced as gold during that time. The pro-

duction of each metal varied, of course,

during the different years, and yet the
market ratio between the two metals re-

mained practically the same during all
that time. The tables giving the market

prices show that during those sixty years
there was a variance of only seven-tenths
of one point, or just about the cost of ex-

change.
“The same table shows that from 1852

to 1873 the total gold production of the

world was $2,516,575,000. while the total
silver production was only $989,225,000;
that is, there was two and a half times as

much gold produced as silver, yet the
market ratio remained unchanged during
these twenty-one years just as it had dur-

ing the period of sixty years when there
was twice as much silver as gold pro-
duced. Again, the same tables show that
from 1573 to 1892, inclusive, the total gold
production of the world was $2,176,505,-
000. while the total silver production was

$2,347,087,000; that is. the production of
gold was nearly equal to that of silver.

During the first two periods silver was a

money metal. During the last period it
was not. Inasmuch as silver did not fall
in value, as measured in gold, during the
sixty years in which there was twice as

much silver produced as there was gold,
it is clear that, had silver not been de-
monetized, it would not have fallen when
the gold production was nearly equal to

that of silver, after 1873.
Again, silver lias not fallen In comparison

with other property. By taking the average
price of all commodities known to the market
it is found that a pound of silver will buy
as great an amount of commodities as ever.
Sliver occupies the same relation to the pro-
ducts of the earth and to labor to-day that
it did before. It is gold that has gone up.
The law by striking down the competition
has given gold a monopoly. Practically the

gold dollar is a 200-cent dollar. Nominally it
still has only 100 cents in it, but it takes'2oo
cents’ worth of commodities to get one, when
measured by bimetallic prices.

Mr, r-clinrz’ Wage Figures.
“Mr. Schurz next tried to convey the im-

pression that wages have not fallen, and

were, therefore, not affected by the demon-
etization of silver: and he says that wages
have risen more than 60 per cent, since 1860.
See the Ingenuity of this and ask yourselves
whether this is a fair way of representing
that question. All the world knows that
wages have nearly doubled since 1860. The

question is, how have wages been affected

by the fact that this country and Europe de-

monetized silver and reduced the volume of

money in the world between 1873 and 1879?
“This subject of wages was carefully in-

quired into In the year 1891 by a committee

appointed by the United States Senate. John
G. Carllste was a member of that committee.
Itmade a long and fullreport, and it showed
that between 1840 and 1873 wages had just
about doubled, and then the report says:
‘After 1873 there was a marked falling off.'
The report goes on and shows that toward
1880 there was a slight rise in wages above
the point they had recently fallen to, bnt

never reached *he point they had occupied
before, and tliW soon thereafter a decline
set in, which continued.

“Mr. Schurz tells us that ifthe demonetiza-
tion of silver had anything to do with the
fall in prices, then the fall should have

come instantly. I ask you to ponslfler that
statement a moment and then tell, me wheth-
ed it is not contrary to the universal experi-
ence of mankind. Owners of property do
not accept lower prices until they are Obliged
to.

“Further, silver was not demonetized bfc-
all of the countries at once. Germany set
her face toward demonetization In 1871, but
did not enact her law until 1873; our gov-
ernment acted in 1873, the other nations fol-

lowed later; Holland acted In 1875, Russia

In 1876, and Austria did not adopt the gold
standard until 1879. It is true that owing
to the fact that Germany. Italy and some

other countries drew heavily upon the prin-

cipal gold market of the world, which Is Lon-

don. there were serious monetary distur-
bances in London and some portions of Eu-

rope almost every year after 1873, and prices
and consequently business were seriously af-
fected in Europe during the year.

Production and Price of Wheat.
“Inattempting to account for the fall in

price of property, Mr. Schurz selects wheat
as an Illustration, and he attempts to show
that there has been a great increase in the
annual production of wheat; that we have
not only opened the whole Northwest, which
is producing wheat, but that our farmers
have to compete with the wheat of India,
Argentine republic and of Russia, and he

assumes that therefore the price of wheat
had to fail.

"There are three things to be said In an-

swer to this. First, increase in production
does not produce a fall in price, provided
there is an equal increase In consumption.
This is self-evident, and Mr. Giffen, the sta-
tistician of the British Board of Trade, has.
on different occasions, pointed out that for

more than fifteen years prior to 1873 the
increase in the production of nearly all

commodities in the world has been greater on

the average, year by year, than the Increase
has been in any year since 1873, aijd yet, as

he says, during all of those years prior to
1873 prices kept constantly rising, notwith-

standing the enormously Increased produc-
tion. while since 1873 prices have been stead-

ily falling, notwithstanding the fact the in-

crease was not as great as it formerly was.

"The second observation Is that wheat has

not fallen in price any more than all other

commodities; has fallen no more than wages.
It is not contended that Russia, India and

the Argentine republic have entered into

competition in the production of all other

products which our people put upon the

market.
••These two points show that Mr. Schurz

Is entirely wrong In his theories. The third

observation is that he is entirely wrong in

his facts.

“The fact is that the world’s wheat crop
has remained substantially the same for six-

teen years. In 1880 It was 2,280,000,000
bushels. In 1885 It was 2,108.000,000 bush-

els, and that was the lowest erop of a num-

ber of years. In 1895 the crop was very

large and amounted to 2,553,000,000 bushels.

This year the world’s production is 120.000.-
000 less than last year, and the total produc-
tion of the world Is smaller than Ithas been

for six years, yet wheat Is lower than ever

before.

Resnlt of Opening the Mints.
“We say that opening the mints to silver

will add to the stock of primary or legal
tender money, and this will again be loaded
with credits which will make possible an In-

crease of business twenty times as grent as

the increase In money. We sometimes hear
It asked, ‘How will you get that money Into
circulation? Or what good willthis increase
in money do yon if you have not anything to

get It with, If you have no property or any
collateral?’ That question Is purely Ameri-

can and shows that in some things at least
we are yet new.

“Itneeds but a moment’s reflection to see

that the additional money willget Into circu-
lation just as the money that is In circula-
tion got there, and that when men again
coin silver bullion Into dollars or get cer-

tificates for it, which are legal tender, which

can be used In paying taxes, which can be

used In paying duties at the custom house,
which can be used In paying debts, they are

not going to let money lie idle because it
willnot make it profitable any longer to have

it so. Money will cease appreciating In val-

ue then and they will go to building houses,
building shops, building railroads, manufac-

turing and doing business; they will start

activity In a thousand channels and a thou-

sand fields. That willbe the result. There
willbe an Immediate demand for brains and
muscle. There will be an Immediate demand

for engineers, for skilled men, for clerks,
for mechanics and for day laborers.

“But perhaps the strangest part of Mr.
Schurz’ speech is that which emphatically
Indorses and commends the bond-issuing pol-
ity of the present administration. During
times of profound peace In less than four

years the national debt of this country has

been Increased $200,000,000. Itwas done for
the sole purpose of maintaining the gold
standard by the government and of paying
gold on obligations, which on their face were

payable not In gold but In coin, which meant
that they could be paid in other metal, which
the debtor, that Is, the government, might
select. This has been the law and the prac-
tice for centuries, and the governments of

Europe always act upon it. Mr. Schurz sug-
gests no change of policy and he offers no

remedy; therefore, the existing conditions
are to be continued, and if it was necessary
to issue $260,000,000 of bonds in the last
three years, we arc warranted in assuming
that it will be necessary to Issue a similar
amount in the next three years, and that this
willcontinue to go on.

The Nation’s Honor.
“Mr. Schurz and Mr. Cockran wring their

hands in horror over what they call the pros-
pect of sullying the national honor and pay-
ing our obligations or the interest on our

obligations In anything else than gold, and

they point to the fact that In 1890 Congress
declared practically that it was the policy of
this government to keep everything on a gold
basis; that the world had accepted this, and
for us to disregard that declaration wbuld
place us in the light of repudlators and dis-
honest men before the world. Just see how
little substance it takes to enable a rhetori-
cian to Jill the nlr with ghosts. When was our

great debt created? Long before 1890. And
what kind of money did we get for the bonds

we sold? We got paper for some and gold
and silver for the remainder. Neither Mr.
Schurz nor any other mortal lias been able

to point out wherein you wrong a creditor
when you pay him In exactly the same money
that he gave you.

“1 will agree with Mr. Schurz that a credi-
tor should not be paid in money the pur-
chasing power of which is much less than

was that of the money that he gave to the

debtor, but If It is dishonest to paj' a creditor

In money that Is cheaper than the money
he gave the debtor I ask you and ask the
American people whether It is not dishonest

to compel a debtor to pay a creditor in money
that has twice the purchasing power as hail
the money which he got from the creditor.

"From Jan. 1, 1879, to Jan. 1. 1891, only a

little over $34,000,000 of greenbacks were

presented for redemption, or an average of a

little over $2,500,000 a year.
"At that time Mr. Foster and the Harri-

son administration yielded to the influence

of the Eastern bankers and ordered treas-

ury notes to be redeemed in gold alone, and

the Cleveland administration did the same.

This was in the fall of 1891, and see what
has happened since then: During the four

years following that date $351,000,000 of

greenbacks ami treasury notes were present-
ed for redemption and redeemed, and to

carry out this policy of redeeming these notes
in gold President Cleveland Issued the $260,-
000,000 of bonds.

“Maj. McKinley recently told some gentle-
men that he thought it was more Important
to this country that we should open the mills

to the laborer than to open the mthts to the.
mine owners. This is an artful statement,
calculated to deceive. Suppose he is taken
at his word and every mill owner in America

opens up his mills, how long will they run;
and If they are obliged to shut dowh why
will they be? Because there Is no market for
the things they make, and I say to Maj. Mc-
Kinley that the only key that will open the
mills and keep them open is an increase in
tile volume of money in this country.

"But, says some one, if you add silver to
tlie volume of money, will you not be injur-
ing our own local creditors who have money
loaned out? Isay no; emphatically no. No

creditor, be he banker or private individual,
can possibly benefit or profit by having uni-
versal bankruptcy all around him. Every
creditor, be he banker or merchant or pri-
vate individual, does profit by having gen-
eral activity around.

The Masses and the Classes-

“Inall ages and in all countries the mfep
who are in the wrong deprecate discussion.
In no country have dishonest policies sought
the sun, and no organization of hlghinaymen
has as yet petitioned for electric light. The

man who has no argument seizes the nearest

epithet and hurls It. These observations are

singularly aplicable to this gold standard

movement. It is the hyena that has sucked

tho blood of commerce and left the prostrate
form of labor by the roadside. It has ren-

dered this nation helpless, and when the

people try to learn the cause of this distress,
when an effort Is made to diagnose the pa-
tient, then there is a fierce howl. The gold
standard people And that the acts are against
them. They are obliged to resort to decep-
tion and sophistry to prevent the people
from putting an end to this policy; therefore,
they decreeate discussion. Unwilling to con-

fess the truth, they talk about rousing the

masses, etc. The fight is as old as human

greed; as old as human selfishness. For

twenty years prior to 1861 the slave power
deprecated discussion, even in the North,
where there were no slaves, and they put
their objection on the ground that it preju-
diced the masses against the classes. There

never yet was a great wrong or a great abuse

but what objected to investigation and dis-

cussion.
"It is a sad sight to see this grand century

draw to a close and give such unmistakable

evidence of degeneration of American man-

hood as we have recently seen. In 1776 less
than 3,000,000 men, who were poor and
even despised by the world, declared that

they-were not only free, but that they were

independent of every other nation on the

globe. In 1896 when we have 70,000,000 of

.people and are admittedly the richest and

piost powerful nation on the globe, when we

Are admittedly the mbst enterprising people
on the globe, one of the greatest political
.parties of the nation in Its convention at
St. Louis declared to the world In substance

that, while we might be free, we were de-

'pOndent; that while a particular financial

policy would be beneficial to thia nation we

fcould not have it until Europe consented to

give it to us. Mark Hanna Is raising millions

of dollars with which to debauch and degrade
the American voter—with which to debauch

and degrade the American cltlaen—in order

that he shall approve of this degenerate pol-
icy.

Republic in PeriL
“Ifthe gold standard is to be maintained,

if prices are not only to remain low, but to

go on falling while the interest on our enor-

mous debts has to be met. then the producing
power of this nation will tn time be exhaust-
ed in the mere effort to meet the fixed

charges. Our farmers, our mechanics, and

our laboring men will cease to be hlgh-splr-
itedn. free men who are proud of their citi-

zenship. and they will slhk to a lower status.
They willsink tefche status of the meu who
till the fields of Europe or the valley of the

Nile: they will not be able to educate their

families; we will no longer have that, pa-
triotic yeomanry which has been the support
of this nation In every crisis. Ifthis gold
standard is to Im* maintained, then these con-

ditions are near at hand, and when they
come, then the days of the republic will be

over.

“In1861. wbeu the drum beats called you
to arms, you were not asked whether you
were a Republican or a Democrat, ytsi were

not asked Whether you a Whig or an

Independent; you aSkPff whether

you loved the flag 4Pd Were ready to light
for It. In 1896 the question Is not whether

you are a Republican or a Democrat, whether

you are a Populist or a Prohibitionist; the

question is. Do you love republican institu-

tions and will you help maintain them.’’

BISMARCK FOR BIMETALLISM.

He Also Thinks the United States

Should Take the InitialStep.
In a speech at Dallas, Texas. Gov. Cui-,

berson read the following significant cor-

respondence between himself and Prince

Bismarck on the money question:

Prince Bismarck —Sir: The great question
of finance is now of supreme Interest to
the people of the United States. It Is pre-
sented In various forms, but, Im,a general
way It may be said to be. first; whether the
Inited States shall adopt the single gold
standard, or, second, whether they shall

adopt bimetallism, with both gold and silver

as the standard or primary money. The

argument In favor of each Is well known

to you, but It is particularly Insisted that

we should adopt the policy of bimetallism,
because the supply of gold In the world

for coinage Is Insufficient to meet the de-

mand, or because such a standard will still
further depress the values of all property.

"Which, In your judgment, la the best pol-
icy to adopt, the gold standard or bimetal-

lism, giving your reasons?

"What effect, in your judgment, will the

Immediate adoption of bimetallism by the

United States have on the cause of bimetal-

lism in Germany and other great commer-

cial nations?

C. A. CULBERSON, Governor of Texas.

In reply Prince Bismarck said:

Frlcderlchsruhe.—l hold that this Is the

very hour that would be advisable to bring
about between the nations chiefly engaged
In the world’s commerce a mutual agree-

ment In favor of the establishment of bi-

metallism. The United States are freer by
fur In their movements than any nation of
Europe, and hence If the people of the

United States should find It compatible with

their Interests to take Independent action

In the direction of bimetallism, I cannot

but believe that such action would exert a

most salutary influence upon the consum-

mation of international agreement.
BISMARCK.

The Fabled Salamander.

Chlugintalas is also a province at the

verge of the Desert, and lying between

northwest and north. It has an extent

of sixteen days’ journey, and belongs

to the Great Kaan, and contains num-

erous towns aud villages. There arq

three different races of people in it—

Idolaters, Saracens and some Nestorian

Christians. At the northern extremity

of this province there is a mountain in

which are excellent veins of steel and

ondanlque. And you must know that

in the same mountain there is a vein

of the substance from which Salaman-

der is made. For the real truth is that

the Salamander is no beast, as they al-

lege, in our part of the world, hut Is a

substance found in the earth; and I will

tell you about It.

Everybody must be aware that it can

be no animal’s nature to live in lire, see-

ing that every animal is composed of

all the four elements. Now I, Marco

Polo, had a Turkish acquaintance of the

name of Zurtiear, ami he was a very

clever fellow. And this Turk related

how he had lived three years iu that,

region on behalf of the Great Kaan, in

order to procure those Salamanders for

him. He said that the way they got

them was by digging in that mountain

tillthey found a certain vein. The sub-

stance of this vein was then taken ami

crushed, and when so treated it divides

as it were Into fibres of wool, which

they set forth to dry. When dry, these

fibres were pouuded iu a great copper

mortar, and then washed, so as to re-

move all the earth, and to leave only

the fibres ..like fibres wool. These

were then spun, and ipade Into napkins.

When first made, these napkins are not

very white, but by putting them into the

fire for a while they come out as white

as suow. And so again whenever they

become dirty they are bleached by be-

ing put in the fire.

Now this, and naught else, is the

truth about the Salamander, and the

people of the Country all say the same.

Any other account of the matter is fab-

ulous nonsense. And I may add that

they have at Rome a napkin of this

stuff, which the Grand Kaan sent to

the Pope—St. Nicholas.

The Customs of the Tafrtars.

Now that we have begun to speak of

the Tartars, I have plenty to tell you

on that subject. The Tartar custom is

to spend the winter in warm plains,

where they find good pasture for their

cattle, whilst in summer they betake

themselves to a cool climate among the

mountains and valleys, where water is

to be found as well as woods and pas-

tures.

Their houses are circular, and are

made of wands covered with felts.

These are carried along with them

whithersoever they go; for the wands

are so strongly bound together, and

likewise so well combined, that the

frame can be made very light. When-

ever they erect these huts the door is

always to the south. They also have

wagons covered with black felt so effi-

caciously that no rain can get in. These

are drawn by oxen and camels, and the

women aud children travel in them.

The women do the buying and selling,

and whatever is necessary to provide

for the husband and household; for

the men all lead the life of gentlemen,

troubling themselves about nothing

but hunting and hawking, and looking

after their goshawks and falcons, un-

less it be the practice of warlike exer-

cises.

They live on the milk and meat which

their herds supply, and on the produce

of the chase; and they eat all kinds of

flesh, including that of horses and dogs,

and Pharaoh’s rats, of which last there

are great numbers in burrows on those

plains.—St. Nicholas.

The Emperor of Austria likes spaet-

zle, a kind of macaroni, and apple

wine, while the food of the Empress
consists of cold meats, fruits, the juice

of raw beefsteak and tea. She is very

careful of her diet, as she is solicitous

to preserve her figure.

Canada proposes to erect a suitable

monument to John and Sebastian Ca-

bot at Bristol, England, in commemo-

ration of the voyage they took in 1497,
starting from that port and ending in

the discovery of the Canadian coast

REAL RURAL READING

WILL BE FOUND IN THIS DE-

PARTMENT.

Sow to Care for the Beaa Crop-Barn
Ciateraa Better than Wells—Wonder-

ful Work of Bees—Kenortug Un-

fruitful Trees—Farm Notes,

Bran Harvesting,
Beans are planted any .Hue in June

after the ground feat become thorough-
ly warmed and corn planting is out of

the way. The soil should be rich, well

drained, well plowed, thdroughly pul-
verized, and kept free from weeds un-

til the crop has matured. Caring for

•the crop- after it is done growing re-

quires much,skill,and painstaking at-

tention. Formerly, and even today
where beans are raised on a small

scale, the bunches were pulled by hand
and placed In piles until thoroughly
dried out To-day large growers use

for cutting off the plants. A

puller is shown in Fig. 1. Two rows

are pulled at the same time. The hori-

zontal knives run Just beneath the sur-

face of the ground and cut off the

stems. The tops are brought close to-

gether by the rods above the tyiives.
They can then be easily gathered up

’with a fork and placed in the shock.

Allow the shocks to remain in the field
until thoroughly dried. The shocks

After thorough drying can be placed in

a stack or a hay mow. Care must al-

ways be exercised to prevent much

packing while being stored, otherwise

will ensue. Avoid tramping
iby placing a board for the operator to

stand upon. When ready thresh, using
a bean thresher. Small lots are beaten

|out with a flail, and cleaned by means

of a hand fanning mill.

' After threshing it pays to pick out

Ithe broken beans, also the discolored
•ones. Especially is this true where the

icrop is raised for seed. This may bo

accomplished by spreading out upon a

white-covered table and removing the

itrash and defective beans. A number

of machines have been invented for ex-

pediting this work, one of which is

'shown in Fig. 2. The beans to be

picked are placed in the hopper. A

force feed passes them regularly
through the hopper into the perforated

icylinder, where they are freed from

dust and trash. They then fall upon a

white canvas belt which is moving
slowly toward the operator. While on

this canvas, the discolored and broken

specimens are easily seen and removed.

.The perfect beans remain until they
fall Into the epout provided to convey

•tfaem to a sack or otjier receptacle. For

large quantities there are machines

upon the market run by eteam or horse

power.

Homestead Landa.

A correspondent writes us with refer-

ence to where land can be secured, by
homestead entry and the steps neces-

sary to be taken to secure the same.

Outside of Indian reservations or rail-

road lands which have been Withheld

from the market, we know of no good
agricultural land subject to 'homestead

entry in the United States. Any citi-

zen who has not already entered land

is entitled to enter it when it can be

obtained. He must, of course, be of

age, must file on the land first, must

take possession, and conform to the

¦requirements, which can be ascertained

by writing to any Government land

office In any State. Desert lands can

be obtained, we believe, in half section

tracts by any citizen, whether male or

female, provided they conform with the

requirements of furnishing water In a

certain quantity and within a certain

time. We may as well recognize the
fact that the business of homesteading,
outside of the desert section and out-

side of Indian reservations or railroad

lands have been kept from the market

is about done.-Oolman's Rural World.

Barn Cisterns.

It is bad for stock to depend on water

drawn from wells near barnyards, as

It is sure after a term of years to be-

come contaminated. In all such cases

a barn cistern with a filter at the out-

let through which the water is drawn

offers better security of pure water

than can be had from water taken from

a well. Some care must be taken to

prevent dust and dirt being washed in-

to the cistern from roofs. After thresh-

ing especially, and in the fall when

leaves are flying, the eave trough
should be frequently cleaned po that as

littledirt as possible be washed into a

well. An average barn roof willin a

year catch water enough to winter the

stock that will usually be fed in the

harn.

Wonderful Work of Bees.

Bees must, In order to collect a pound

?f clover honey, deprive 62,000 clover

Blossoms of their nectar. To do this

the 62,000 flowers must be visited by
an aggregate of 3,750,000 bees. Or, in
other words, to collect Its pound of

honey one bee must make 3,750,000
trips from and to the hive. The enor-

mous amount of work here Involved

precludes the Idea of any one bee ever

living long enough to gather more than

• fraction of a pound of nectarine
sweets. As bees are known to fly. for

r .... I i W.l . .L.
"

nrrfes in quest of snftable fiefSs-of op-

eration, h is clear tMat a single ounce

of honey represents millions of miles of

trivet It iftio wonder that these !*•

dustrious little’ insects have earned the

reputation of being “busy” bees.
-*

Corias Core "Fodder ia Cock.

When corn fodder is cut while the

weather is still dry it will cure in bet-

ter shape and withless loss ifput up in

small cocks rather than in stocks. The
reason is that as days shorten and

nights rapidly lengthen there is not

sunlight and warmth enough in the

daytime to cure the stalks as rapidly as

they should be. In the cock the stalks

willheat, bringing the temperature up

to 100 or more, night as well as day. If

a littledry straw Is thrown on the cock

so as to absorb the moisture at night,
when the outside cold air condenses it,
the stalks below It willcome out green

looking, yet slightly softened from the

heat to which they have been subjected.
Stalks thus cured will be eaten much

more readily than stalks that have

dried up by being exposed in stooks to

drying winds. All farmers have no-

ticed that in winter it is the corn stalks

that have been heated and even molded
in the mow that will be preferred by
cows to stalks that have been dried in

the wind and without the beat needed
to soften the outer shell of the stalk.

The moist stalks are also more nutri-

tious, as in drying out the carbon in

them turns into woody fibre, nearly In-

digestible. In putting up the cocks they
should be small, so as not to heat too

much and blacken the stalks. For the

same reason they should not be left

long before being drawn to the barn or

mow.

Awolnn for Country Homer.

Awnings let In the light but keep out

the sun’s heat, affording just the con-

ditions needed in summer. Blinds keep
out heat, but make a room dark and

gloomy. Awnings may easily be made
at homo, this plan being easily carried

out. A throe-eighths inch iron rod is

bent by a blacksmith into the form

shown, and this Is supported by screw

eyes in the window case and wires ex-

tending from the outer corners to the

top of the window case, hooks being
placed there. These hooks also sup-

port the toil of the awnings, eyelet holes

being made in the cloth.

Winter and Rummer Price* of Egga.

Always in the'fall the price of eggs

goes up, partly because the supply de-

creases then, and also because withcool
weather those who prepare eggs for

keeping in winter have more confidence
and begin to buy extensively. Wo have

often wished that no method had ever

been discovered for preserving eggs.

Then the winter price would bo always
what it costs to produce eggs In win-

ter. Both the egg producqr and the
consumer would then be better satis-

fied. It really discourages the use of

eggs to buy somo and have them plain-
ly a trifle stale, not changed enough
as the dealer willtell you to hurt them.

The truth is that an egg not perfectly
fresh is an abomination. If only such

were sold in market there would be bet-

ter prices all the year round. But in
such weather ns we had in August an

egg will spoil from the natural heat of

the atmosphere in two gays, so that It
willnot be fit to use. The refrigerator
must be used more In keeping eggs, not

to chill them, but to pool the tempera-
ture around them.

Coming of Autumn.

Autumn wandered through tho woodland
Touching with his wand each tree;

Summer stood reluctant, crying,
"Bring my beauties back to me.”

But the maple leaves grew crimson,
Ripened fruit hung everywhere;

And the harvester spoke, smiling,
"Autumn’s charms are full a* fair.”

Summer, weeping, wrong her fingers,
Then gleamed forth the golden rod

Asters by the laughing brooklet
Give new beauty to the sod;

Mother Nature viewed the picture,
Smiled as fell the first white frost—

Sweetly said, “The summer’s beauty
Willreturn, for naught is lost.”

Removing Unfruitful Trees.

In every orchard there, willbe found
some trees which are an Injury to the

farmer every year they remain in their

present position, producing nothing
themselves and lessening the product
of neighboring trees. All old orchards

need more fertility and also more room

for each tree to ripen and perfect its
fruit Removing trees that have for

years cumbered the ground, taking
room that might be worth something
If it were out, is often the best way to

restore orchards to productiveness.

The Plk Pen.

Crowd the young porkers that you
wish to turn off In December.

Keep hog cholera out. It is not safe

to depend upon knocking It out

It is possible, by cleaning out the

pen once or twice a week, and disinfect-

ing it with'lime to keep the place in a

sweet presentable condition.

Away with the Idea that winter made

pork does not pay. Men that are pre-

pared for such work often claim the

greatest profit from winter feeding.

Never allow the permlums won by the

sire and dam to dazzle your eyes when

lookingat the pig. Size up the pig first,
then his pedigree, and the reputation of

the ancestry last.

Prof. Henry, of the Wisconsin Ex-

periment Station, finds that cabbages
have a good deal, of value—more than

potatoes and turnips— as a swine feed;
especially in the first part of the fat-

tening period.

The Stock Yards Company at Chicago
Is building the largest swine quarters
in the world. It covers fiftyacres and

willaccommodate 200,000 swine guests
at one time, In all ths luxury their

tastes require.

FIG. 1. A BEAM PULLER.

FIG. 2. MACHINE FOR SORTING DEANS.

FRAME FOR AW AWNING.

INDIANA INCIDENTS.

RECORD OF EVENTS OF THE 1
PAST WEEK.

Determined Opposition to the Draid

age of Balamonte River Flat*—

• table Hart Murdered at Waterloo—»

Mrs. Buchanan Loses Her Child.

Farmers Fight Drainage Plan.

The farmers along the Satamonte Rivet

end its tributaries in Indiana are fight-

ing the plan of increasing the fall of the

waterways that 100,000 acres of hind may-

be reclaimed. They are calling meetings
io different townships and organizing tn

resist the movement. They are not in-

quiring whether the proposed dredging
will recover the land or not, but are bit-

terly opposed to iton the ground that they
cannot meet the expense necessary to

carry out the work. The cost is estimated

by the projectors at SIOO,OOO, but the

farmers say it willrequire $500,000. Tte

money is to be raised by taxing the land

benefited. The farmers along the streams

are endeavoring to get the signatures of

the land owners representing a majority
of the acreage, with which, they aay, they

will defeat the petitions before the dif-

ferent boards of county commissioners.

Thera is said to l>e something further be-

hind the farmers’ objections. It is stated

by some who are calling the meetings that

the land owners really want the project
carried out, but they wnnt the State gov-
ernment to pay for it. The drainage
would not only increase the value of land*

now under cultivation, but would add

grewtfly to the acreage.

Kill*While Kesisting Arrest.

Adolph Case, a citizen of Waterloo,
left home suddenly several weeks ago. He

was suspected of horse stealing and a

warrant was placed in the hands of of-

ficers for his arrest. No effort was made

to capture him as it was supposed that he

would ultimately return and, besides, it

was not certainly known that he wa*

cognizant of tho fact that he was under

suspicion. lie returned Saturday morn-

ing and when Constable Hart went to ar-

rest him ho found Case engaged in a

qunrrefl with a man named Stevens. Hart
?•ailed upon Caso to surrender, but the tat-

ter drew his revolver and the two men

grappled. In the struggle Hart throw
Case to the ground, but Case shot Hart

hi the groin, causing a wound that result-
ed in death an hour later. Caso escaped,
but bloodhounds will be placed on hi*
track. \

Child Stolen from an Asylum.
Pearl Buchanan, n 2-ycnr-old baby, of

Kokomo, is missing. A few weeks ago

the child’s mother moved to Noblesville,
and, the whereabouts of the father being

unknown, tho little one was placed iu or

orphan asylum at Loganaport. Last week

relatives went to the asylum to visit the

baby, mul wore surprised to learn that she

was not there, having been taken away

by an unknown man, who produced pa-

jx>rs giving him authority over her, an-

nouncing that he would put her in an In-

dianapolta institution. A visit to Indian-

apolis disclosed that she was not these

and had not been there. The distracted
relatives returned home, and, accom-

panied by Officers Welty and his blood-

hounds, wont to lx>gansport. The mother

iu frantic over the abduction of her baby.

All Over the State.

While passing through a large cornfield
on his farm tho other dny, Thomas Ray
discovered a neatly dug grave. An empty’

nox, such as is used to place a coffin in,
had been left on tho up-turned earth at

the side of tho grave. The grave was

dug in the middle of a large field and was

completely hidden from view by the tnll

corn that surrounded it, and, but for tho

accid. ntiil visit of Mr. Ray, would not

have been discovered. Tho find created a

sensation and hundreds of people visited
tho spot. Mr. Ray and a neighbor kept
watch over It, expecting that there might
bo some developments, but no one appear-
ed 1* the vicinity.

Mathias Bother, a wealthy and respect-
ed citizen of Decatur, has been actually
starving to death for the past two

months. During that time little or no

nourishment has entered his stomach and
he has wasted away until he ta a living
skeleton. Skilled physicians have been

consulted all over the country, but nona

of them is able to give him any relief or

diagnose his case. Up to the time he be-

came afflicted with this terrible malady
lie had never been sick one day. Mr..

Sethor, fully realizing his condition and!
knowing that he has but a short time to

live, lias been making all arrangements)
for his funeral, and has gone about every
detail as sarefully as he would a business
transaction. Ho had members of his

family drive him to the cemetery, where

he picked out a burial lot and gave direc-
tions toward the erecting of a monument
and otherwise beautifying his last resting
place. This completed, he returned to his

home, which he never expects to leave ex-

cept as a corpse.

The Secretary of the State Board of

Health reports an awful condition of

things in a district foyr miles from West
Baden and French Lick Springs, growing,
out of neglect in treatment of malignant
dinhtheria. Altogether there have been

seventy-five cases and twenty deaths. In
one family visited by the Secretary two

children lay dead, while close at hand
were three children and the mother fatal-

ly ill with the same disease. In another

family, while one child lay dying, five
other children running around were zo

badly afflicted that they could not swai-,,
low. No attempt had been made at quar-

antining the infected houses, and attend-

ant physicians were going from house to>

house without changing clothing. Thai

Secretary has forwarded supplies of anti-i
toxin and disinfectants, and has quaran-
tined West Baden and French Lick

Springs against the infected district.,

Throughout the district the people seemed
unaware of the dangerous character of

the epidemic, and whether or not it can b»
confined to its present limits is problems!- 1
leal.

Ait Columbia City the jury in the trial
of Edgar Warner returned a verdict Fri-

das evening, after being out four hours,
finding him guilty of murder in the first

degree and fixing the penalty at imprison-
ment for life. Warner lay in ambush
Muy 23, 1896, and shot Frank an<|
Ulysses Badger with a rifle, killing the

former and badly crippling the tatter. He
blamed them for influencing his wife to

procure a divorce from him and also for

controlling his father-in-law in making a

willthat disinherited him. The verdict is

cons’dered just, although the evidence
was entirely ctrcumstantial.

Prof. Joseph Layne was moved from
the Richmond insane asylum to the home
of relatives at Frankton. He is in a com-

atose state, and cannot survive many
days. Mr. Layne was a member of the
State Board of Education, for years iq

charge of Evansville schools.

A number of sheep around Wabaeh
have died recently of a mysterious dis-
ease. They became sick after being
turned out on pasture, fingering for a

week or more and refused to eat It ia

found now that a stomach worm, a para-
site about an inch in length, causes the
malady, being found in great numbers iq
the fourth stomach of the animals wMcta

were cut open. •*


