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'AFAMILY ANNIHILATED

BY A FLYING RAILWAY TRAIN
AT ELMIRA.

! »

A Disastrous Blaze Renders Many People

Homeless—Shock ng Accident at a Pic-

| nle—Two Kentucky Tramps Kill Many
People—Counterfeiter Capt-red.

STRUCK BY A FLYING TRAIN.

A Wagon Containing Seven Persons

Caught on a Crossing and Six Killed,
. At Elmira, N. Y., an Erle train struck a
wagon, in which were a man and his wife
and five children, at a crossing. Four of
the party were instantly killed, while two
others are fatally injured. A freight train
was cut in two, leaving a space between
the cars sufficient to drive through at the
crossing. The party were driving in a
covered wagon and came upon the tracks
a% a rapid pace. The fast ' passen-
ger train came down upon them
at 'a speed of forty miles an hour:
The dead are Wellington Waite; hisdauzh-
ter Lillian, aged 9 years; Hattie Hastings,
0 years; and Susie McCarthy, a little nurse
girh; azed 12 years. Mrs. White sustained
a severe fracture of the skull, as did also
her infant daughter, and neither can re-
cover. Mr. White was a minister to Japan,
a graduate of Amherst College, und of the
New York Theological Seminary.

BLAIRK IN ASHES

A Thriving Wiscon-in Town Is Almost
Tota'ly Obiiteratad by Fire.

3 The village of Blair, of about 40) inhabi-
tants, in Trempealeau County, Wisconsin,
und one of the most flourishing on the
Green Bay, Winona and St. Paul Railroad,
was almost entirely destroyed by fire, en-
tailing a loss of at least $150,000. The towo
had no fire protection and everything was
built of wood, aad a brisk wind was blow-
ing. There was nothing to do but try to
save what was possible, though the amount
-was inconsiderable. Ten or twelve families.
were left homeless, though there were no
iojuries or fatalities. ;
vidual losses are as high as $15,0005 tho in-
surance light. The town will rebuild im-
mediately.

ON THE DIAMOND,

How the Clubs Engaged in the National
Game Stand.

Following is a showing of the standing of

each.of the teams of the different associu-

tions:
NATIONAL LEAGUE,
o.]

il w.
Chicagos....47 82 .5+5/Philadelp’s. 88
New Yorks..42 81 .576/Brooklyns.. 35
Bostons.....48 84 .668{Cincinnatis.33
Clevelands. .41 4) .,506{Pittsburgs..s1

L.
40 .
42 .
46
45

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION,

W, L. fe.l f
Bostors.....06 2 ,683/Columbus...43
$t. Louis....57 81 .648/Cincinnatis.87
Baltimores..47 32 .605|Louisvilles,.36
Philadelp's..41 41 ,500{Washingt’'n.26

WESTERN
V. L. e s
Omeahas..... 43 26 623 Bioux Citva.40
Milwaukees.51 82 .¢14 Kansas C'vs.38
Minneapo’s..45 9 ‘536 Denvers.....32
Lincolns....41 87 .626 Duluths 80 !
Policeman Killed in a Row.

There was a fight on the platform of a
coach near Lockwoed, Pa. James Ke.l/, a
policeman of Johnstown, drew a revolver
to quell the row. The crowd sprang upon
him and forced him between the cars.
Kelly dropped under the wheels and was
killed. TLucas Myres, of Latrobe, was
thrown from the platform and killed.

ASBOCIATION.

Jesse James’ Houso at the Fair.

Mrs. Sumuels, the mother of Jesse Jamos,
the outlaw, has accepted an offer from
Chirago to exhibit their house. a onc and a
half-story log structure, at the World’s
Fair. The up-stairs is a low loft in whi‘h
the James boys used to hide and the north
and east sides are full of loopholes from
which they eould shoot their enemlies.

Fahey Wa: Not Hurt.

Near Wheeling, W. Va., at a family
picuic;, Andrew Height came up with a
shotgun and Joseph Fahey took it from
him, asking if it was loaded. Helght said
it was not, and Fahey snapped it. Miss
McGowan died in ten minutes. Woatzel
will lose one of his eyes.

Yellow Fever in Mexico.

Vera Cruz advices state that the yellow
fever is spreading. The British consul at
Baker and Pedro Barana, the noted Mexi-
can general, dled recently, Advices from
Tampico say that work on the harbor im-
provement is progressing rapidly, and will
soon be finished.

Wife-Murder and Suicide.

At Corona, L. I', Henry Nelson commit-
ted suicide, after a horrible murder of his
wife, Jennie. There were found in the
room scraps of paper upon which Nelson
had ‘written that he killed his wife in self-
defense.

An Old Offender.
#William A. Teal, who has served three
terms. for counterfeiting, is held for the
same offense by Indianapolis officers. He
was fiest arrested in the *70°s. He i a chip
L GE#BI& lock, his father having died in
prison.
g Eentucky Murders.
» Near Paris, Ky., a tramp killed a farmer.
his wife, and son, and dangerously wounded
"« ‘another son. Filve miles away, a negro
~ kiiled Charles Oonway, his mother. and
. wounded another of the famlly, when he
- was;shot dead by a neighbor. ;

2 Formeid a Gypsum Trust.
. . The price war between the gypsum stucco
- mills of the West has come to an end.. Two
rears a4go stucco sold from $6 to $8 a ton.
the war it sold as low as $2.50. The

j.ql.o a Rcwiﬁocor.l for Divers,
Kansas City, Mo., Frank Lindenstine
‘the world’s bigh diving record by
“He dived eighty-five feet.
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ROYAL ARCH MASOXNS, - &

of tha General Grand Chapter
2 % at Minneapolis.
The General Grand Chapter Royal Arch

Lonvasaiion
v -, A

‘| Masons of the United States of America

. held its twenty-eight triennial convocation
at Minneapolis, Minu. The body 18 the
largggg Mas nic body in the world, having
a menibership of 141,901. "It s also the
oldest body in the United Stutes,and it will
celebrate its centennial in 1897. The ad-
dress-of welcome was delivered by Mayor.
P. B. Winston and  the" respomnse was by
General Grand THigh Priest D. F'.
'Duy. *of Buffalo, N. Y. The report’
of the gencral grand scribe ~ showed
thdtin two years the net growth of the or-
der was 14,042, The total membership now
is 141,901. Since 1889, $186,796 was collect-
ed and $108,097 expénded. 'There were 2,060
enrolled chapters. Interesting reference
was made to the growth of the crder in
Asia, 'Mexico, and South America. The
grand chapter in Chilf had not” been heard
from on account of tho civil ‘war. The
general grand hizh priest, in his address,

vania, Virginia, and West Virginia, which
were still independent, would probably be
brought under thé general chapter, as well
" as the Canudian grand chapters, before the
centeunial.

TRADE IS FAIRLY GOOD,

General Iinprovement Noted, with Confi-
deénce in the Future Unstinted.

R. G. Dun & Co.’s weekly review of trade

says:

Nome improvement 1n the business situa-
tion is still noted. There is more actual
trade in most of the leading branches, and
more generul confidence as to the future,
But the monetary situation does not grow
clearer. A speculation in products is
springing’ up which threatens to make
treuble when the crop movement becomes
large. Distribution of circulars in enor-
mous number from Minneapolis and
Washington, professedly by the Farm-
ers’ Alliance, advising all farmers to hold
thelr wheat, does not' yet affect actual
recelpts, but stimulates speculators to buy
largely, in expectation of a boom, and much
money has already been locked tip in car-
rying acéumulating stocks. With the ut-
most freedom in movement of wheat, the
recovery from FEurope of the $70,000,000
gold shipped this year would be difficult,
but with wheat exports checked for some
months scarcity of money would be felt in
all markets and in all branches of industry.
The condition of trade is generally more
favorable than a week ago.

SEVEN KILLED AND SCORES INJURED

A Freight Crashes Into an Excursion Train
at Middletown, Ohio.

While the Cincinnatl, Hamilton and Day-
ton excursion train of fourteen cars was
retarning with the National Cash Register
employes from a picnic at Woodsdale Park
a freight train crashed into it at Middle-
town Station, Ohio, killing seven persons
and injuring fifty more. The excursion
train broke a draw-bar while pullingon the
siding, and in the delay of repairing a
freight train came along and ran into the
next to the rear coach, causing the awful
disaster. The breaking of the excursion
train couplings was caused by one of the
excursionists pulling the air-brake cord for
a joke.

FIFTY PERONs KILLED.

A1 Excuriion Train W recked Just Outside
of Parls, France,

Just out of Paris, France, a collision be-
'tween  ekcursion trains occurred at St.
Maude, in which fifty persons were killed
aud 100 wounded and threo carriages
wreécked.  Both trains werve returning from
a musical festival at Fontenoy. The guards’
van and the throe rear carriazes of the
first traln were wrecked and caught fire
from the gas. Most of the dead victims are
legless, their 1imbs having been crushed off
through the jamming together of the seats.
The driver and fireman of the second train
were burned alive. It is reported that the
stationmaster has gone mad and decamped.

DOUBLE TRAGY DY IN TEXAS,

B. Wilkerson May Be Lynched Because of
|His Infatuation for a Stepdaughter.

About a week ago H. B. Wilkerson eloped
from Belton, Texas, with his stepdaughter.
He was arrested at Lorena, Texas, and
brought buck. The affair bas finally cul-
minated in a double murder. Wilkerson
shot and killed his wife and then attempted
‘to” carry off the stepdaughter. Her ories
brought some of the neighbors to her res-
cue, and as one of them, W. Hamllton, got
within ten feet of him Wilkerson leveled
his shotgun and shot him dead. Wilkerson
will be lynched if caught.

ELOPED WITH A GAVBLER,

A Wealthy Penngylvan'a He'ress Unites
Her Fortunes wi h ‘‘Handsome Harry."”
At Shamokin, Pa., a sensation has been

caused by the elopement of “Handsome

Harry,” the king of Pennsylvania gamblers,

and Miss Lizzie Johnson, daughter of Law-

yer Johnson, who for forty-five years was

Register and Recorder of Montour County,

and who died nearly a year ago, leaving

$100,000. Miss Lizzie is a beautiful bru-
nette, a graduate of the Boston Conserva-
tory and a favorite in society. Harry

Lattimer has long been called the king of

gamblers. He has won and lcst thousands

of dollars.

HIRING SAJLORS FOR BALMACEDA.

An Agent of the Chitlan President Trying
to Securo New Englanders.

It is stated that an agent of Balmaceda's
government has traversed the whole coast
of New England, from Cape Cod to East-
port, for the purpose of hiring sailors to
make up crews for two memn-of-war. The
ships have been fitted out in France, but the
necessary officers and crews could not be
secured in Europe. The agent offers large
bounties and bix wages. How far he suc-
ceeded is not known.

CONVICT WAR IS OVER,

Miners Agree to Keep th~ Peace and No
Blood Will Be Shed.

least for the present. The law will be en-
forced without resistance and the dignity
of the State maintained. A telegram from
Coal Creek says everything is quiet and
orderly, and the miners are rejoicing over
the peaceable ending of the trouble. The
convicts will return to work for the pres-
ent and the miners will depend on the Leg-
islature to repeal the law.

ks i e o
ELLIOIT BRKAKS LOOSE,
Sensgation in the Murder Trial a‘ Colum-
bus, Ohio.

W. J. Elliott, on trial for murder at Co-
lambus, Ohio, caused u sensation by calling
Prosecutor Huling a liar, when fn his argu-
ment he referred to charges against a
female member of Elliott’s family. Elliott’s
lawyers tried t@ stop him. but he wildly
gesticulated and continued: «If'I hang I
want to hang like a gentleman.” The Sher-
iff seized him at.this juncture and forced’
him into a chair. ; .

EOLD BANIK ROB  ERS,

Three Croo ks Get Away wuﬁu,ooo in
Broad Daj i ht at Easton, Pa.

J Easton, Pa., Natlonal Buank at noon by

said that the grand chapters of Pennsyl- |

The Tennessea convict wur is over, at |

A daring robbery was committed in the |

three men entered the bankand while two
of them engaged the two clerks who were
on duty in conversation the third man
managed to get to the vault from which he
secured a package containing $4,000," °

JUDGE THURMAN'S HEALTH,

—_—

The Studiovs Hab ts of the Venerable
Statesman Producing Fad Efects.
Word comes from Columbus, Obio? that
Judge Allen G. Thurman is failing fast.
Failure to take exercise is causing him to
lose his physical strength. Since he left
public life he has practically shut himself

in his library. '

TOWN CAVING IN,

Edwardsville, Pa,, Falling Into the Mines
g Beneath the Fown, ; Y
The earth has caved in in muny places in
Edwardsville, Pa., causing'houses to topple
over'and rendering the land in the vicinity
useless for further building. ’

Car Shops Purchased.

The great Eust stréet shops, Springfield,
Ohio, the largest in America, and except~-
ing the Krupp gun works at Essen, Gere
many, the largest in the world, buflt by
William N. Whiteley, quondam Reaper
King, seven years ago at a cost of over
$1,500,000, have justdheen sold to a syndi-
cate of ‘Chicago, Cleveland and New York
parties. The purchase price agreed upon
is $200,000, two-thirds of the appraisement.
The company’s corporate name will be «The
Central Car Repair Manufacturing Comse
pany.” Its manufactures will b3 railway
cars, car repairs and rallway supplies of
every kind.

Tragedy Among Criminals,

At Topeka, Kan.. a tragedy was enacted '
at the Btate penitentiary. While returning
from divine seevice two colored convicts
happened to be together. One of them,'
through accident or designs, kept stepping
on the heels of his fellow convict. A fight
ensued, during which - the offending con=
viet was thrown or pushed to the stone floor
beneath, a distance of thirty feet. He soon
died.

Bank Thieves Snatch $2,000.

At Akron, Ohfo. while George C. Berry,
Jr., cashier of the Werner Printing and
Lithozraphing Company, was answering a
decoy telephone call his assistant, Otto
Schoenduve, aged 18, swept $2,000 in green-
backs and gold into a basket, ran through
the open door; jumped into & two-horse car-
riage in which were two confederates about
his own age, aud disappeared.

Preacher Commits Suiclide,

At Tndianapolis, Ind., the body of Rev. J.
N. Wright was found floating in the canal.
It is supposed that he drowned himself. He
was 78 years old and was one of the oldest
Methodist preachers in the State,

Will Cultivate Figs.

Great Interest is aroused among the peo-
ple of Pomona Valley (Cal.) by the pur=
chase of 460 acres of land, with an option of
300 more, for the purpose of planting the
largest fig orchard in the world.

Guatemala Unable to Pay.

It is announced that”Guatemala is un-
able to pay the $380,000 due the San Salva=
dor'Government for cable messages paid by
Balvador to the cable company at Libertad
on her account.

After an Alliance Judge. ,
G. W. MeKay, the Kansus Alliance Judga
who ignored a decision of the State Suprema

and ‘was made to promise to abide by its

decisions hereafter.

Murderer Ozburn Hanged.
Charles M. Ozburn was hanged at At-
lanta, Ga., for the murder of John M.
Bradley on May 5, 1800. The execution
took place in the county jail before about
forty witnesses. i

Will Test the Law.

An editor of the New York News has been
indicted for publishing an account of the
recent electrocution at 8ing Sing. The New
York law forbids such publication.

Thé Unly Ones Now Out.
The only countries now outside the
Universal Postal Congress are Cape Colony
and the South ‘African Republics.

Fired His Bedding.
At Woodstock, Il11., Anton Motll, an in-
sane prisoner in the county jail, fired his
bedding and was burned:to a crisp.

Women's Home Missionary Soclety.
The Women's Home Missionary Society of
America is holding its annual session at
Ocean Grove, N. J.

Business Failures,
The Citizens’ Bank, of Jefferson, Texas,
hus made an assignment, with T. D. Rogers
as assignee.

Didn’t Reach Pork.
The French Senate adjourned before
reaching the pork section of the tariff bill.

Damage to the Crops.
A hail-storm did great damage to crops
in McPherson County, 8. D.
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'PEACE NOW RESTORED.

| ing down  probably scores of miners to

“to the Knoxville

Court, was summoned before that tribunal

-

FINAL SETTLEMENT OF THE
MINING TROUBLES, -

Successful Adjustment of What Might
Have Been a Serious Matter—Militia
tent Home—Regolutions—Origin of the
Trouble.-

Peace has been restored in the Ten-
‘nessee mining .regions, and the trouble,
which seemed about to necessitate shoot-

uphold the law, has been adjusted. {
A Knoxville
special says:
When the situa-
tion looked to
those on the in-
‘side more dan-
. gerous than at
\ any time since
‘ the begiuning of

L2 1IN
W 0 the Ericeville

) 7 agitation, the
‘.{ I " miners’ commit-
(7] _'_' N tee met in a room

. at the Lamar
COL. BEVIER, OF MILITIA. H ouse, and in
half an hour the trouble was ended.

The Hon. Dennis Leahy, at' the begin-
ning of the session, presented the'draft
of a series of resolutions, which were
unanimously received. The resolutions
were presented T

ecommittee of

citizens, and by

them approved

and signed. ‘An

interview was

then had with

Gov. Buchanan

and Attorney

General Pickle.

To say that the

o%pt? rt;mity # OEUGENE MERRILL,
obtain peace ; o
without blood- b e e

shed was jumped at puts the thing
mildly, for a “love meeting” followed in
which all took part. Following are the
resolutions: i
We, the undersigned, committee on be-
half of the miners and thelr friends of
Briceville and Coal
Creek, and in the in-
terest of harmony,
do submit the follow-
ing, trusting that it
will meet with your
favorable considera-
tion: 4
1. The status quo
to be . restored, and.
‘guards’ and cohvicts
not to be molested on
their return to the
mines, and we will
use all ordinary cau-
J. E. GOODWIN, ASST.t{on and houorable

SUPT. OF CONVICTS. means to prevent any
interference with them.

2. Reposing confidence in our Governor,
and believing the General Assembly, when
they meet in extra session, will give us the
necessary relief from the oppression that
now hangs qver us, we will endeavor to con-
duct ourselves as law-abiding people, so

THE

e : pije 4 3
'beek ‘with tnem and warnéd the'dheb
that they wouid protect them at &Il
hazards. Gov. Buchandn at’ once pro-
ceeded to the seat of tr%ub_le and ex-
plained his position to the rebellious
miners. He told ‘them that it was
rhis* sworn duty. to uphold the law,
and  if the convict lease system was
wrong he was not to blame, and that the
only recourss of the men was through
the Legislature. The winers announced
that their families were starving and
‘that they were compelled to drive out
the convicts if it cost the life of every
man in the valley. They made all sorts
of fun of the beardless vouths, - but ‘deé-
clared they would not harm the “spider-
legged, cigarette-smoking dudes,” as
they characterized the militia, but that
as soon as the militia were withdrawn
they would release every conviet in the
region. Becoming impatient, however,
at the delay in recalling the troops they
decided to try t0 overcome the soldiers
by force of numbers, and succeeded only
too well,

While there have been differences ex-
isting between the mine operators using
convict labor and the miners for years,
never did the peaple of :Coal Creck and
vicinity feel that the State militia would
be needed to settle the differences be-
tween Fast Tennessee miners and con-
vict operators. But when it became evi-
dent that another mine heretofore using
free labor was to be hangdled by the out-
laws of the State there at once arose
mutterings of discontent. Had the Ten-
nessce Coal Mining Company not made
an eflort to put in convict lator instead
of retaining the iree miners, it is
thought there would have been no call
for troops at the company’s mines. The
people could have endured the convicts
they had had to fight against for years,
but when it became apparent that more
free miners were to be displaced, and
work had to be sought elsewhere, a halt
was called. Indignation reached a fever
heat, and but for the cool heads and
good gvdgment of the leaders there
would &ubtiess have been b oodshed.

EARLY DAYS.

Building a Log Cabin on the' Desolate
Frontier.

Log-cabin building was great fun to
the boys, although they did not find it
easy work. There was a certain nov-
elty about the raising of the structure
that was to be a home, and an interest
in learning the use of rude tools, that
lasted until the cabin was finished.

and the Jittle maul intended for it, and
all the other means and appliances of
the building were all new and strange
to these bright lads.

First, the size of the cabin, twelve
feet wide and twenty feet long, was
marked out on the site on which it was
to rise, and four logs were laid to de-
fine the foundation. These were the
sills of the new house. At each end
of every log two notches were cut. one

as to maintain the confidence and sympa-

on the under side and one on the up-

THE BRICEVILLE MINES.

thy of the public in the future as well as in
the past.

3. And we do hereby express thanks to
Governor Buchanan for the kind consid-
eration in holding the militia in this city
and thereby preventing a conflict that might
have resulted in bloodshed. A

4. And to the committee of citizens we
also express thanks for the interest they
have shown by their counsel and advice in
their efforts to adjust the existing difficul-
ties. JosiAaH T. THOMAS,

J. W. HARDIN,
8. R. PICKERING.
8. F. MOORE,

W. F. SmiTH.

We. the citizen committee. hereby approve

of the above. DPNNIS LEARY,
WiLniAM RuLE,
J. 0. J. WILLIAMS,
D. A. CARPENTER.

This ends the trouble in the mining
districts. The militia were drawn up at
dress parade and orders read releasing
them from strict discipline. The orders
were received with tumultuous cheering,
for the troops did not relish a week or

THE COAL CREEK DEPOT.

two in the mountains. The fourteen
companies left for their homes on a spe-
cial train. TLe'convicts will be remeved
to Briceville and Coal Creek at once.
The miners’ committee remained in
Knoxville to accompany the guards and
convicts to guarantee protection when
the train arrives at Coal Creek. This
action will not meet the fu'l approval of
all the miners, but the terms of the
agreement will be kept: A

Never in the history of labor agitation
have illegal acts been committed in as
orderly a fashion as were those of the
Coal Creek Valley miners; They are so
thoroughly disciplined and 'so thoroughly
controlled by the miners’ union that it is
universally conceded that the end of the
struggle has come.

“ ORIGIN OF THE TROUBLE.

Last week about 40) armed strikers
attacked the guards who had charge of
fifty felons at Briceville and liberated
them. Gov. Buchanan was immiediately
notified and responded by ordering two
companies. from - Chattanooga and one
from Knoxvlile to the scene. Of the
fifty convicts taken from the guards at
Briceville, two escaped and the others
were brought to Knoxville. When the

smaller logs laid across, endwise of

{and windows, and the house begins to

militia arrived they took the convicts

»

| other way—she got married,

per, to fit into similar notches eut in
the log below, and in that which was
to be placed on top. So each corner
was formed by these interlacing and
overlapping ends. The logs were
piled up, one above another, just as.
children build “cob-houses” from odds
and ends of playthings. Cabin-build-
ers do not say that a cabin is a certain
number of feet high; they usually say
that it is ten logs high, or twelve logs
high, as the case may be. When the
structure is as high a3 the eaves are in-
tended to be, the top logs are bound
together, from side to side, with small-
er logs fitted updn the upper logs of
each side and laid across as if they
were to be the supports of a floor for
another story. Then the gable-ends
are built up of logs, sherter and short-
er as the peak of the gable is ap-
proached. and kept in place by other

the cahin, and locked into the end ef
each log in the gable untit all are in
place. On these transverse logs, or
rafters, the roof is laid. Holes are cut
or sawed through the logs for the door

look habitable.

The settlers on the Republican Fork
cut the holes for doors and windows
before they put on the roof, and when
the-layer of split shakes that made the
roof was in place, and the boys bound-
ed inside to see how things looked,
they were greatly amused to notice
how light it was. The space between
the logs was almost wide enough to
crawl through, Oscar said. But they
had studied log-cabin building enough
to koow that these wide eracks were to
be “chinked” with thia strips of wood,
the refuse of shakes, driven in tightly,
and then daubed over with clay, a fine
bed of which was fortunately near at’
hand. The provident Youpnkins had
laid away in his own cabin the sashes
and glass for two small windows; and
these he had agreed to sell to the new-
comers. IFartly-hewn logs for floor-
joists were placed upon the ground in-
tide the ecabin, previously leveled off
for the purpose. On these were laid
thick slabs of oak and hickory, riven
out of logs drawn from the grove near
by. These slabs of hardwood ere
“puncheons,” and fortunate as was the
man who could have a floor of sawed
lumber to his cabin, he “who was
obliged to use puncheons was better
off than those with whom timber was
80 scarce that the natural surface of
ground was their only floor. — St
Xicholas.

A New York girl, suffering from the
grip, meditated suicide. Then, chang-
ing her mind. she sought relief in an-

The maul:and:the wedges. the frow |

'WERESLAIN BY A JOKE,

THE OHIO WRECK CAUSED BY
WANTON FOOLISHNESS. :

.

Beveral Lives Are Lost—Near'ly Forty Fer-
. sons Injured, Some Fataily—Two Cars
Thrown Off the Trac’k and Demolished—

Thri ling Stories of Eye-Witnesses, -

The wreck at Middletown, Ohio, on
the Cincinnati, Hamilton ‘and Dayton
Railroad, was one of the worst that have
ever _happened in that .vicinity. The.
National ¢ ash Register Company of Day-
ton had given its employes 'an excursion
to Woodsdale, in a train of sixteen
coaches. - The day had passed merrily,
and everybody wa: laughing and chat~
ting when the train reached Middle-
‘town at 8 o’clock on its way home.
Some one had turned the air-brakes on
for a joke, and the engine was puffing
and wheezing to pull the heavy load with
the brakes on. ' Pretty soon a draw-bar
broke, and the train was stopped on the
siding at Middletown for repairs. Will-
iam G. Douglass, one of the foreman of
the National Cash Register Works, tells
this story of the wreck: "

The train of ftifteen crowded &ars’
started on its return trip from Wooégﬂ
dale about 7 o’clock and about an hour
later the accident occurred ‘at Middle-
town. A drawbar about the middle of
the excursion traih broke and 'they
‘stopped at Middlétown to patch it up for
the run to Dayton. Brakemen were
immediately sent out with red flags to
flag the approaching train, and nearly
half an hour was consumed in repairing
the disabled car. Red lights were not
promptly changed to the rear of this
car, though the train was pulling out
when the accident occurred at nearly 8
o’'ciock. The 250 men, women, and
children were in the last three coaches
and all knew that freight train No.
44 was following and they ap-
preciated and ta'ked of ° their
danger. Some of them ecalled Con-
ductor Peter G. Clancy’s attention to
their peril and he cautioned them that
if they heard train 44 coming they
should jump from the car. : Five min-
utes later the awful disaster was upon
them. The excursion was slowly creep-
ing off the side-track, when an ominous
roaring was heard from the expected
train No. 44, not over a quarter of a
mile away. Nearer and nearer came
the monster mogul with  thirty-five
loaded cars, and when in sight of Mid-
dletown- Station ‘Engiseer .Schwindisaw,
the flagman waving the danger signal, ,
and he immediately called for brakes,
shut off steam and applied the sand.
He saw that a collision was inevitable.
Then he and his fireman jumped and an
instant Jater the crash came—a rear-end
collision of mighty force.

The excursion train was pulling outon
to the main track and all but the two
rear coaches had left the siding when
the mogu! engine with the heavy train
behind it went plowing through. The
two rear cars and- human freight were
hurled into the ditch and the next coach
was struck fairly in the end, and the
locomotive, pushing under, elevated it
to an ange of forty-five degrees, and
there it stood, fil'ed with shrieking peo-
p'e. This car caught fire, but Engineer
Schwind and his fireman were able to
extinguish th> blaze by use of hose from
the Jocomotive. Two cars lay erushed
in the ditch with a mass of maimed and
mangled people moaning in agony,
pleading for help. Rescuers set to work
at once to extricate them. " Legs, arms
and heads could be seen through broken
windows or pinned under the wreck.
Moans  , of ‘the helpless sufferers,
and moans of the dying, min-
gled with the frantic cries of
mothers seeking husbands and -chil-
dren. Many had been cut by glass and
the timbers in the rush to escape, and
bloody faces and hands bore ghastly tes-
timony to the great number who were
injured. Physicians and citizens of
Middletown were soon at the scene to
join in rescuing the unfortunates. The
terror-stricken excur:ionists were made
comfortable in the houses, the dead per-
sons were properly cared for, angd the in-
jured received all necessary attention.

A tramp named James Wilson, of Co-
Jumbus, Ohio, who, with his two little

boys, was having a free ride on  the

freight train, says he is a railroader by
occupation and was on the third car
from the front when approaching Mid-
dletown; that he plainly saw the red
lights swinging, and that the engineer
tried to stop the train but could.not, and
the heavy cars crowded him into the ex-
cursion train.

WIND FANNED THE FLAMES.
Twenty-two Buildings Burned in South
Haven—Foundry Damaged in Toledo.
At South Haven, Mich., fire broke out
in H. Zeedyke’s grocery store. Before
the flames were under control twenty-
two buildings were burned. A strong
northwest wind was blowing at the
time, and before apparatus was at the
scene the fire had full sway, and the _
people could only look’ on and see it
burn. The tearing down of two small
stores finally stopped the flames. .  Loss,
about $40,000; insurance, $10,000.
Among the heaviest losers were:, Guy
Smith & Co., grocers, £6,000; insurance,
,200; G. B. Pomeroy, agent imple.
ments, $3,000; no insurance; C. Coin-
stock, groceries,’ $4,500; no insurance;

+C. J. Fletcher, store and: house, $4,000;

insurance, $500; H. Peckham, $3,500; no
insurance; H. Zcedyke, J. McCrimmons,
the Public Library, the G. ‘A. R. ar-
mory, Masonic Hall, and many other
buildings.

Fire broke out in the foundry-room
of the Central Chandelier Company’s
building, Toledo, Ohio, destroying the
greater portion of the two uprer fioors.

| The loss was chiefly on machinery, and

is roughly estimated at $15,000; insur-
aace, $19,000.

Near Vacaville, Cil., fire in the Blue
Mountains burned over a large extent
of territory. There are a large numbex
of thriving orchards recently -planted in
Gate’s Canyon, besides a number of resi-
dences, and, as seen from the town, the
entire section is burned oyer.” No call
for help has been made, and.no advice
as to the extant of the damage is obtain-
able. ; :

i . Missiny Link_s. A S
PHILADELPHIA claims
storage warchouse in the Uniit¢d States
It is said that the five leading hotels
at Saratoga take in an aggregate of §2,-
002,000 a m_ontl.l during the busy season.

BERLIN'S Society for the Homeless lasi
year provided shelter for 100,000 nen
and 15,000 women. In the eleven vears
of itz existence it has -furnished lodg-
ings, food aud medical caré.'to 2,200,000
persons.
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