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‘A Q-BIOUS SPELL.

BY W. H. & ATEINSON,

But he struck a big keg
with a ligue,
‘Which y made him
torl&ue
‘With the odor of gin
'nint. is quickly sucked
n
Until quite unable to
spique,

When Noah was his arque
He never walked out after darque;
He knew if he did
The world would be rid
©Of the builder of that noble barque.

Butonce, just by way of a larque,
He hauled in a mighty big shaxque;
To prove this is true
The remsins you can view
On the lake ghare, just down by Hyde
ue.

CLEVELAND, 0.
A PESSIMIST’S SONG.

BY ROBERT YULEE TOOMBS.

‘What #s worth living for, anyway? .
Inventory your sweet by-and-by,

Think over to-day and yesterday—
What can the world give to satisfy?

Money and wine, and woman and song—
There is the lot; they are all fools’ toys.

We prate of right and we prate of wrong,
And ignorance craves till knowledge cloys.

Money and women while sought are dear,
Onoe tasted, bright wine leaves pain be-
hind,
The sweetest love-song wearies the ear—
All life is cruel, and death is kind.

Dr. Elfenstein's Mission

R Remarkable Romance.

BY EMILY THORNTON.

CHAPTER III—Continued.

"How that garment came there in that
tondition, or how that dagger left the
case in his dressing bureau, ever re-
mained a mystery to Fitzroy Glenden-
aning.

“All he could conclude, after the deep-
est study, was that some unknown ene-
my had struck the fatal blow, and after
stealing these articles from his private
rooms, had left the dagger purposelvy
upon the floor, and returned. the torn
and bloody gown to the closet, in order

to fasten suspicion upon him, and thusv

shield themseives.

“It did shield them effectually, while
the poor, innocent youth was arrested
and committed to prison on the charge
of murder.

“To make a long story short, in due
time the trial took place, and Sir Reg-
inald Glendenning, who had succeeded
to the title, testified to the bitter feeling
that had existed between the brothers.
He also identified the dagger and dress-
ing-gown as belonging to the prisoner.

“Antoine Duval testified as fully to the
threatening language used to the de-
ceased, on the day previous to the mur-
der by his brother.

“The trial was quite lengthy, but re-
sulted in his acquittal and discharge
from custody.

“But although freed by law, the popu-
lar opinion remained unchanged, and,
unable to endure the cold, averted looks
of his former friends, he left his home
and embarked for America under an as-
sumed name.

“Arriving in New York, the strain of
grief that he had undergone so told upon

" his nervous system that he was laid upon

a bed of severe illness.

“Then it was that your father sought
him out and nursed him so tenderly.
After his recovery, he resolved to devote
himself to business, and thus forget his
troubles and misfortunes.

“Things began to mend with him after
this and business prospered, and before
six years passed away speculation had
so enriched him that he found himself
the possessor of millions.

“Retiring then to private life, he
bought this place in Yonkers, in order to
enjoy himself in a quiet way. Butill-
health visited him; a stroke of paralysis
rendered one side comparatively help-
less, while the asthma, which he had
been subject to for many years, increased

‘t0 an alarming extent.

“During all this time one wild wish has
been his, and that was to solve the mys-
tery of his brother’s fate, and so clear
his own good name of the unjust suspi-
cions that still clung to it.

“His object was, before this, to have
returned to his native place, in some dis-
guise, and so work unknown toward the
accomplishment of this desired end.

“But his return was effectually pre-
vented by his ill-health and helplessness.

“Lately this wish has become uncon-
trollable. He prays that he may not
die with this stain still clinging to his
name. He has therefore decided to ask
you to undertake the case for him.”

“But,” here interrupted the amazed
listenem “there must be some mistake.
I am no lawyer, simply a physician, and
as such, what can I do?”

“Everything. We think far morg than
a lawyér,” replied Mr. Gray. “Of course
you would -have to sell your practice in
New York and settle in England. There,
as a growing physician, you would gain
the confidence of the people. You would
be admitted to places where no one else
would, and could study the characters of
rich and poor.

“Sir Richard Glendenning married, two
years after the disappearance of his
brother, the' same lady who was to have
been his bride, Miss Constance, and they
now occupy Glendenning Hall. You will
probably be called to attend their femily,
and so can see the room where poor Sir
Arthur met his sad fate, and can study
the location of the place.

“For all this trouble Mr. Rappelye, as
we will still call him, will pay you hand-
somely.  Five thousand per annum shall

.be yours as long as he lives, and at his

death you will, if successful, be munifi-
cently rewarded, as his will, still un-
signed, can testify..

“Are you willing to serve him as he
wishes? Will you undertake the task of
clearing his good name of the foul asper-
sions cast upon it??

There was a long pause, during which
the pale face of the invalid seemed to
grow a shade paler under his eager gaze.

At length the silence was broken by
Dr. Elfenstein, who said, in a calm,
steady tone:

*] will undertake 1t.”

“Thank you,” murmured the sick man,
as he reached forth his hand to clasp
that of his visitor. “May God bless your
efforts!” .

“Amen!” was the low response. “I
am sure He will. A great wrong has
evidently been done, and I bind myself
by a most solemn vow to endeavor to
right that wrong .and restore an honest
name to an honest man. I solemnly
dedicate myself to your cause to act for
you and let nothing stand in my lawful
way in order to unravel this mystery and
discover the fate of your unhappy
brother.”

“For this, your solecmn pledge,” slowly
returned the invalid, “I as solemnly
promise to place in your hands, through
my banker, the yearly sum of five thou-
sand dollars, and I will also provide for
your future, should my death occur be-
fore your task iscompleted. This will of
mine is already dictated, and only awaits
my signature. Mr. Gray, I will now
summon Mrs. Stebbins and one of my
servants to act as witnesses while I write
my name to my last will and testa-
ment..”

Mrs. Stebbins and Harrlet Bevier then
placed their names opposite as witnesses
to the solemn transaction,.and again
withdrew, after Mr. Rappelye had de-
sired them to bid the coachman prepare
to carry Dr. Elfenstein back to the
depot, as he -had declined passing the
night with them.

“When shall you be ready to leave for
England?” asked Mr. Rappelye, as he
held his hand at parting.

“In about one week’s time I think I
can settle my own affairs and arrange a
home for my mother during my absence.
I shall take the first steamer I can, and
will come again to receive further in-
structions before I leave, if you wish it.”

“I do; till then, my dear friend, au
revoir.”

Thus ended an interview which was
destined to be the cause of bringing to
light events of the most startling char-
acter, the development of which would
place our hero amid scenes and circum-
stances so terrible and tragic in their
nature that could they have been fore-
told might have caused many moments
of hesitation.

CHAPTER 1V,
OUTWARD BOUND.

Dr. Elfenstein did not see his mother on
his return, on account of the lateness of
the hour, but at the breakfast table he
met her.

“My son, good morning,” she said,
pleasantly, on his entrance; “soyou have
returned in safety!” :

“] have; and in a pecuniary point of
view, the visit" brought a great change
for the better.”

“Indeed! that is good news.”

“From this day I am to receive five
thousand dollars annually, as I have
entered into an engagement to that
effect.” 7

“My dear Earle, you do surprise me!”

“] fear, however, my next remark
you will not like so well.”

Mrs. Elfenstein’s bright looks faded on
he instant..

“This engagement obliges me to sell
my practice, and sail in about one week
to settle in a country village in England.”

“Oh, Earle, you surprise me!”

“Mother, dear, you shall have your
choice now: whether to accompany me
at once, or allow me to board you at your
brother’s in this city for  a few months,
until I can survey the ground, and fully
establish myself. In case you remain, I
can at any time come for you, after I see
whether it will be a permanent home.
Perhaps I shall not care to remain aftera
few months.”

There was a long pause, broken at
length by the mother.

“Earle, I dread the ocean, and I shall
dread a foreign home. Perhaps I had
best remain, as you say. It is your
opinion that I had better remain?”

“If you think you can endure the sep-
aration. I shall dislike it as much as
you.”

“I know that, dear.”

“You like Uncle John’s family?”

“Oh, yes.”

“And would be happy there?”

“As happy as I can be, away from my
son.”

“I% may not be a long separation.”

“I will hope so0.”

By the close of the week, Mrs. Elfen-
stein was comfortably established in a
room furnished with her old familiar
things, while the son succeeded in dis-
posing of the rest, as well as his practice,
and had engaged a passage on the
Oceanica.

A short visit was then paid to Mr.
Rappelye, who gave him full directions
how to proceed, and many minute de-
tails of the place and inhabitants.

Promising to write weekly, keeping him
informed of every movement, the young
man bade him farewell, and in a few
hours later was upon the outward-bound
steamer.

Standing there alone, surrounded by
strangers, it is not a matter of surprise
that a feeling of weariness and almost
desolation crept over him.

With a desperate effort, the young man
at length succeeded in dissipating this
gloom. He knew full well that it would
not answer to faint on the very threshold
of his new duties.

He kne#W, also, that, to accomplish his
work, he must be courageous and brave,so
he turned away from his post of observa-
tion on deck, and sought the more lively
saloon.

Taking a book from one of the tables,
he affected to read.

Presently his eyes rested upon a mid-
dle-aged lady, who seemed in feeble
health, as she leaned back languidly in
an easy chair, while her pale face and
attenuated figare spoke of prolonged
sufferings, but a patiént spirit.

She was evidently waiting for the ap-
pearance of some person, as her dark
eyes continually wandered towards the
door.

Dr. Elienstein looked at her with in-
creasing interest.

Silently he recalled face after face of
his friends and patrons, in vain; he
could not place the likeness that had so
suddenly attracted him, and his failing
to do g0 caused him both annoyance
and chagrin.

Suddenly a brighter look floated into
the lady’s eyes.

Following the range of her vision, he
was surprised at beholding the most per-
feot picture of youthful beauty he had
ever yet beheld.

It was all embodied in the person of a
young girl of about twenty summers,
who smilingly drew near.

Small, with a figure exquisitely mold-
ed, and movements of perfect grace, a
pure, white skin, with th> rosy tint of
health just tiniing-each soft cheek, eyes
of a languid hazel, large, dreamy, yet
full of intelligence and 'gentleness, a
sweet mouth whose tender red lips dis-
closed, when speaking or laughing, teeth
even and pearly white, with, as the

crowning beauty of her whole appear-
ance, a profusion-of golden hair, that
uncommon golden shade that is seldom
seen, yet never disregarded, on account
of its very rareness.

She spoke, and the melodious acecents
of her voice filled Earle with delight.

He had always placed great stress. up-
on the tones of the human voice being a
reflection in a great degree of the nature
of its possessor.

“Aunt Gertrude, are you weary? I
stayed out longer than I intended, but I
could not bear to lose sight of the faint-
est speck of the land we have left behind
us. It has all disappeared now, and ‘the

sea, the sea, the deep blue sea,” at this |

moment is on every side, rising and sink-
ing in all its beauty. Shall I lead you to
your state-room, auntie? Perhaps it
would be as well for you to lie down be-
fore you become sea sick and faint.”

“I feel rather dizzy, now, my love, and
will take your advice.”

Rising slowly, the feeble woman leaned
on the strong young arm of her niece,
and so passed to a state-room quite near
the one engaged by himself, and the
young physician smiled contentedly,
that they were to be close neighbors dur-
ing the voyage.

CHAPTER  V,
THE NEW ACQUAINTANCE.

Several days passed in rather an un-
eventful way, brightened occasionally
by a glimpse of the young girl, whose
name he found to be Ethel Nevergail, as
she flitted out and in the state-room of
her aunt, who seemed ill and restless.

Dr. Elfenstein had not sought an intro- |

duction, as he knew the admiration he
involuntarily felt, while she remained
unknown, might ripen into a warmer
feeling upon a closer friendship.

Providence, however, had planned
differently, and had decided that these
two should be, at least, friendly.

One rough and stormy day was draw-
ing to a close, when leaving the damp

atmosphere of the deck, where he had

passed a couple of hours watching the
leaden sky and the storm-lashed waves,
together with sea-gulls that skimmed
over their surface, Dr. Elfenstein, in
passing to his state-room, was startled
by a low cry of dismay coming from the
room of  Mrs. Nevergail, followed imme-
diately by the pale, frightened face of
‘her nieee, who, on "seeing him so near,
exclaimed: )

“Qh, sir, something dreadful is the
matter with my ezunt. Do you think
there is a physician on board?”

“I am one myself. My name is Elfen-
stein, of New York. Shall I see her?”
" “If you will be s0'kind.”

Stepping inside*our young friend ad-
vanced immedidtely to the berth, where
he found Mrs. Nevergail in a fainting
condition, caused by extreme exhaus-
tion.

With the greatest sympathy, the Doc-
tor instantly comprehended the situa-
tion, and turning quickly to his own state-
room, reappeared with his small med-
icine wallet, and at once applied proper
restoratives, which fortunately had the
desired effect, and soon the young girl’s
fears were calmed, and she had the
pleasure of again seeing her aunt com-
fortable for the time.

“Your aunt is better now, and I think
immediate danger has passed. But I
will not deceive you; her case is beyond
human skill to cure.”

“I know it, Doctor, and she also is well
aware of her condition. My uncle died
in New York a few months ago, and in
taking care of him she contracted the
cold that hasended in consumption. Our
family physician, Dr. Munsey—perhaps
you know him as you also are from New
York—thought she might live to reach
the only relatives we have on earth, re:
siding in Liverpool and vicinity. She
was eager to return to her native land,
in order that I might not be left entirely
alone after she is taken away. Do you
think, Doctor, that she will survive until
our passage is made®”

“I trust so. Good nursing often ac-
complishes more than medicines, We
will do all we can, and perhaps the good
Lord will favor us with his blessing.”

“I pray that he may. . It would be ter-
rible to have her die at sea, and I all

alone with her, not a single friend near |

to aid me.”

“Allow me to correct you, Miss Never-
gail, for you see I know your name. You
have one, surely, if you will allow me to
be such to you. Anything I can do,
either as physician or friend, rest as-
sured shall be done.”

“Thank you, I shall accept your
proffered advice and friendship grateful-
ly. The thought that I have one kind
friend on board this steamer, in this
emergency, is the greatest comfort.”

“Our state-rooms are fortunately near
each other, so any time, by night or day,
that I can be of service, do not hesitate
to inform me,” said the Doctor, as he
left the narrow quarters. “I will stop
In again, in one hour, to see how she ap-
pears on waking.”

One afternoon as Earle was standing
upon deck looking out upon the vast
ocean, he became conscious that a light
step had approached and halted quite
near.

It was Miss Nevergail.

While hesitating to consider whether
his presence would be acceptable to her,
an exclamation of terror startled him,
and glancing toward the spot where she
stood, he saw that she was striving to
steady herself, being dizzy from a sudden
lurch of the steamer.

Springing to her side, he instantly
offered his arm, saying, as she gratefully
-accepted it:

“Allow me to assist you to a more quiet
place, where motion will not be so per-
cepcible.”

“Thank you,” returned the young girl,
“I suppose I ought not to venture upon
deck alone, unused as I am to the sea,
but I am so completely fsscinated by all
this restless scene.  Aunt is sleeping.”

“I never look upon a scene like this,”
said Earle, thoughtfully, “without feel-
ing my own littleness, when compared to
the all-ruling hand that holds the billows
in its grasp, and rules the winds and
storms. But it secms quite calm again.
Will you not join m¥ in a promenade?
The fresh sea-breeze will do you good
after your confinement to the sick-room

.of your invalid aunt.”

Placing her hand once more upon his
arm, the two turned and quietly paced
the deck, while an earnest and interest-
ing conversation ensued, wkich occupied
them for another half hour.

Dr. Elfenstein found his young com-
panion an intelligent and brilliant con-
versationalist. Where she was not an
awkward ‘pause could ensue, and the
fascination of her cultivated manners
imperceptibly wove a feeling of intense
admiration around his heart, of which he
wes ignorant, until too late to avert
what, had he realized the mischief it
would bring to future feelings, he would
have made it a duty at once to suppress.

[T0 BE cONTINUED.|

RURAL TOPICS.

INFORMATION FOR THE HUS-
|  BANDMAN AND HOUSEWIFE.
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Some Practical Suggestions for the Farmer,
Stock-Breeder, Poulterer, Nurseryman,
and Housekeepers.

‘ THE FARM,

Fences.

The mak'ng and keeping up of the
fences on the average farm isa very con-
siderable item of expense. On many
farms much more so than is really ne-
cessary or economical. But the item of
keeping up the fences is not all the ex-
pense. They occupy more or less ground,
depending on the character of the fence.
Generally this strip is allowed to grow
up in weeds, sprouts or briars; this adds
more or less to the work witk the crops,
but in addition affords a good harboring
place for vermin. - With a little plan-
ning, a considerable part of the fencing
can readily be dispensed with, and to a
good advantage. \Where there is no
stock law, and where soiling is not fol-
lowed, outside fencing along the roads
and lines between farms must be kept
up, with sufficient inside fences, to pro-
:vide good pasturage. Outside of this,
! all the rest of the fencing should be dis-
| pensed with, as it adds to the expense of
{ the farm with no corresponding benefit.
| With a good system of rotation planned

and carried out, there is but little benefit
to be derived in pasturing the cultivated
fields. Taking the benefit of plowing
under the green growth, and the ex-
pense of making and keeping up the
{ fences, the better plan will be, in a ma-

jority of cases, to keep the stock off the
" cultivated land.

My plan is to take considerable pains
to have good pastures. I prefer two, as
more stock can be kept in proportion to
the acrage, with better results, than is
possible with only one pasture. Have it
seeded with a good variety of grasses,
{ and keep down the weeds and sprouts.
Have the balance of the farm into just as
few fields as the condition in which the
farm lies will permit. It can be divided
into plots or fields for cultivation, num-
bering each one so as to be able to plan
better, both in keeping up the system of
rotation and of manuring. Much of the
inside fencing can be readily dispensed
with by this plan, and the farm work be
carried on to better advantage. A sup-
ply of rails or panels of plank fence can
be kept for making temporary fences
when needed, as it will sometimes hap-
pen-that it will be advisable to pasture.
the cultivated land a short time. As
with a field of oat&, that have fallen
down 80 bad as to be difficult to harvest;
or wheat and rye can often have sheep
or calves, even the hogs, pastured on
them during the fall, and occasionally
during the winter. Have enough of the
necessary fencing, of posts, plank and
wire, so as to take up as little land as
possible, lessening the cost in the waste
land and also in the work of keeping
! clean. By taking pains to do thorough
| work and by using good material,a fence
l can be made that will cost but little to
' keep in repair cach year. And at the
same time prove fully more effective than
any other.—N. J. Shepherd, in Practical
Farmer.

THE DAIRYX,

Dairy Notes.
IF one wishes to please his cows and
earn their gratitude and increase the
yield of butter let him give the cows a
.peck of ripe apples sliced and mixed
, with two quarts of fine corn meal every
day at noon.

, WHATEVER may be the low condition

’of the general market the best quality of

' butter is always in demand. Market
prices in their variations never affect the

{ highest quality. It is only the second
rate kinds that are drawn down by the
always excessive supply of the poorest
qualities,

WE have got to reach the keeping of
'one cow to every acre of cultivated land
‘ before we reach the greatest possible
i profit. The sooner we reach this the
better it will be, and then may try to
do better if we can. And with this econ-
omy of feeding we must be ever striving
i for increased yield by the improvement
of the dairy stock.

MvucH feed can be saved through the
winter by a liberal use of it now, Al-
though the fine weather has kept up the
pasture, it is not nearly so nutritious as
. in the summer, so that some extra food
should be given now. A bit of hay at
milking time with a quart or two of
meal will keep up the flow of milk,

DEHORNING cattle is not supposed to
- wholly change the nature of the animals.
. There are vicious beasts which still re-
i tain their natural vices, which however
'are rendered less dangerous when the

Ihorns are removed. That one bull out |

:of many thousands may kill its owner
}even after its horns are removed is no
argument against a practice which
j renders ninty out of 100 practically
{ harmless.
Dox’t put any faith in methods of im-
i proving bad butter or cheese after it is
' made. The right way is not to make a
{ bad quality of either. 1t is better to
: keep out the imperfections than to take
:them ou#, even if it were possible. But
it is not. The badness is in grain. It
may be covered up for a short time, by
! various arts, but like the rottenness at
. the core of a fair-looking fruit, it will
i very soon become apparent, and worse
i than at the beginning.

Mucu harm is done by the prevailing
unwise excitement in regard to diseased
milk. One of the Ohio inspectors, and a
. doctor (?) goes so far as to say that the
| Jersey milk is made unfit for use, by the
; pampering—as he calls it—of the cows;
the carding and brushing and the blank-
eting of them, which he says makes them
j subject to disease. 'This is strange talk
i for a physician who would, or should at
_least, encourage the most perfect cleanli-
‘ness and protection against cold and
chills, which really are the most frequent
causes of diseases in cows.

THE POULTRY-YARD.

i Artificial Hatching.

When once the farmer fully compre-
hends the value of an incubator for rais-
ing chickens for the market, few will be
without them. Properly handled, broiler

‘raising is very profitable, requiring a
; ate amount of space within a
- brooding-house and a few modest runs to
succgssfully bring them up to that age
when you can ship to market., Success
depends upon the care bestowed every
time—neglect is certain of failure; mark
this, and don’t be foolish and think all
will be sunshine, for "it° won’t. A  wise.
head, methodical and economical, should
mean abundant sucecess, and it will come
if you only say that it must. rmina-
tion is a wonderful hoisting-jack in up-

holding this busy worldof ours, and its
meaning must be well understood by
even the farmer among his flock of fowls.
Those who raise broilers must keep away
stray cats, rats and wandering dogs;
they all do sad work at times among
your chicks. Plenty of wire fencing will
be needed and all avenues of ingress
from marauders closed up fecurely.

Those who do not wish to raise broilers
can keep a flock or hens for eggs profita-
bly in a house 10x12 feet. and with good
handling find both profit and pleasure
the result of his labor, with but little
expense. If you do either, be in earnest,
waste no time, but do everything up
well, and you can’t say poultry-keeping
is a failure, for it’s false and can be
proven a success in a multitude of cases
everywhere.—Correspondence Farm, Field
and Stockman.

Poultry Notes.

SawbpusTis an excellent litter for duck
COOpS.

OVERCROWDING isa fertile cause of the
breeder’s worst enemy—roup.

CHoosg, if possible, for a poultry
ranch a slope to the south or southeast.

THE daily consumption of eggs in the
United States is estimated at 45,000,000,

Coor,, sweet water is one of the most
important factors in the health of the
flock.

THERE I8 nothing better for your tur-
keys than curds squeezed dry and
crumbled.

A SsMALL lump of pine tar in the drink-
ing water supplied to the fowls will be
found beneficial.

BETTER throw the grain feed among
straw or leaves and make the fowls
scrateh for a living.

It is a bad plan to clean out the poul-
try houses and throw the refuse just out-
side the door. Barrel at once and put
under cover,

Eaas are the most marketable pro-
duct that the farm yields. They are
ready for the market the minute they
are laid, and the sooner_they are gotten
to market the better.

COMMENCING to breed high class fowls,
solely with the object of making money
from them, is the rock on which many an
enthusiastic beginner has split. Profit
must always be a secondary considera-
tion at the outset. It means hard work
and plenty of it for a year or more; the
profit comes later if you only stick.

SMALL potatoes make excellent chicken
feed if properly fed. Boil, and while hot,
mash with cornmeal and bran and feed
warm. Give only what they will eat up
clean and not oftener than every other
day. The trouble which follows from
feeding potatoes is due to over feeding
when the birds are hungry and without
mixing the potatoes with meal and bran.

You cannot keep the chicken cnops
too clean, and even after they leave the
heng and cluster nightly by themselves
see that their shelter is dry and clean
and avold crowding, Divide the flock
in lots of a dozen, they will be healthier
and grow faster for this attention. Every
day clean up the droppings and scatter
sand about the floor, consequently the
air is pure at night.

THE STOCK RANCH,

When to Breed Fillies.

There I8 quite a difference in opinion
among breeders as to the proper time to
commence breeding fillles. We have had
considerable experience during the past,
fifteen years in breeding mares, having
bred large numbers during that time,
both for ourselves and those who patron-
ized the stallions we kept . for. public
service, o

We have always advocated breeding
the fillies at two years, if it i8 the inten-
tion to breed at all, as in our opinion
they will foal their first colt when three
years old with less danger to themselves
than when four or five years old, for the
following reasons: the mare not having
80 fully matured as at four or five years
old her bones and muscles are not so
firmly knit, hence will give more readily,
also the foal of the 3-year-old mare will
generally be smaller at birth, thereby
lessening the danger of the mare having
trouble. ;

We have never known a 3-year-old
mare to have trouble in foaling, although
we have known guite a number of fine
mares being lost by not being able to
foal their first colt when five to seven
years old.

Two-year-old fillies should not be bred
too early in the season; it would be bet-
ter to have them foal in July than before
the grass comes in the spring, as they
will do far better if they can have a run
on grass & month before foaling,

We believe that mares that gave their
first colts at three years make better and
more regular breeders, and in our opinion
the breeder who allows a good 2-year-old
to run over without being stinted to a
well bred, matured stallion is losing
valuable time.

We say breed the fillies to matured
stallions, for in breeding horses, as with
all other kinds of stock, if young, im-
mature females the stock will rapidly
degenerate into mere scrubs.—National
Horse Breeder. s

Live Stock Notes,
Ir you have not feed sufficient to keep
the pigs growing, some of them should
be sold.

Do you believe the health of a horse

largely depends upon the cleanliness of |-

his skin?

In purchasing a horse, always reject
one that i8 not a good walker. It {san
important quality. - ;

'THE failure to make sheep pay can, to
a considerable extent, be traced to fail-
ure to give proper care.

Ix many cases it will pay to purchase
and feed bran, shipstufi and oil meal to
the growing pigs. It will be better and
cheaper than corn.

BreEMIsHES, as well as diseases, are
often transmitted to offspring, and for
this reason it is very important to have
the sire, at least, as perfect as possible.

RaA1siNG plug horses for market rarely
pays. They cost as 1%hch to raise as the
better class and sell for much less. Re-
member this this fall when engaging a
horse for service.

It is when prices are low and the mar-
gin of profit is small, that it i8 important
to keep a close account with each class
of stock in order to determine which is
the most profitable.

TAE HOUSEHOLD,

Pretty Things for the House,

I have a table which 1 would not part
with for any mahogany cabinet table
in the land, and you will wonder why
when I tell you it did not cost me as
much as my kitchen table. I obtained
from one of our dealers three. slender
canes, for which I paid 10 cents each. I
crossed them in the middle and on top
placed a piece of pine wood twenty-two

inches square and one inch thick, nail-

ing it-securely to each cane. I purchased
a pint can of inside white paint
for 15 cents, at the hardware store, and
treated ' the canes = to thre¢ coats
thereof. I then obtained some white
French enamel at 25 cents a pint, and
gave it three coats of that, allowing
plenty of time for drying. 1 placed on
the wood a layer of cotton batting, over
which I tacked a piece of coarse muslin.
It was then ready for the plush. I pur-
chased five-eights'of a yard of white
plush, which I tacked tightly over the
muslin. Then around the table I sus-
pended twenty-four plush ornaments,
three white and three yellow, and on
each of the four sides, placing them al-
ternately, After that I nailed some
brass-headed nails straight around the
table, and after tying a yellow ribbon
bow where the canes cross, my table was
completed, and a daintier one it would
be hard to find.

A portiere i8 a great furnisher, and
may be obtained now at reasonable
prices. Still cheaper is a very pretty
portiere that can be made of common
blue jean, which is used for overalls. As
you all know, it is very low in price,
and is of a color which now-a-days is
often sought for. Make the curtain of
the depth of your door, and finish with a
deep hem. Then across the bottom,
about four inches from the lower edge
of the hem, place a band of plush, either
dark mahogany or cinnamon brown in
color, and about ten or twelve inches
deep. 1f the poles are too costly, a very
odd and pretty pole may be made of a
branch of a tree, cut even on each end,
and the branch itself being left rough.
Giveit o coat of mahogany stain, and
fasten up at each end by means of small
pleces of leather tacked under and over
the pole. Sew the curtains on small
brass screw eyes, which should be rivited
in the pole. If attempted, I can assure
you it will be a gratifying success.—
American Agriculturist,

Hints to Housekeepers.

To cLEAN knives, cut a small potatoe,
dip it in brickdust and rub them.

GREASE may be removed from silk by
applying magnesia to the wrong side.

KEEgp the back, especially between the
shoulder blades, well covered; also the
chest well protected. In sleeping in a
cold room, establish the habit of breath-
ing through the nose, and never with the
mouth open. }

LAMp BURNERS that have becoms dim
and sticky can be renovated by boiling
them in strong soda water, using a tin
tomatoe can for this purpose; then scour
the burners with sapolio and they will
be as good as new.

Kerp your combs and brushes sweet
and clean, Wash them in tepid water
containing a few drops of ammonia. The
grease and soil will disappear asif by
magic. Place the brushes bristles down
to dry, and delicate celluloid handles will
not be injured.

For washing lace curtains and fine
laces, allow the articles to lie in borax
water for twenty-four hours, then
squeeze out, not rub, through several
clear waters. Black cashmere, washed
I hot suds, with a little borax added,
rinsed in very blue water, and ironed
while wet on the wrong side, look *‘as
good as new.”

THE KITCHEN,

Apple sund Sago Pudding.

Pare and core six large, tart apples;
fill the holes In these cored apples with
sugar and a little cinnamon, and stick
two cloves in' each apple, placing them
in a large pudding dish, ake six large
spoonfuls of sugo; pour over it two cups
of boiling water, stirring until it begins
to thicken; then cover it up and let it
stand about two hours; pour this into
the dish containing the apples, and bake
in a moderate oven for two hours. Eat
hot with sugar and cream; or a plain
butter and sugar sauce.

Apple Omelet, ti:
Pare, core and stew six large, tart ap-
ples as for sauce; beat them very smooth
while hot, adding one tablespoon of but-
ter, six tablespoons of white sugar, nut-
meg to the taste, and one teas
rosewater; when quite cold,

eggs, beaten separately very light, put~

ting in the whites last; pour into a deep
pudding dish, previously warmed and
well buttered, Bake in a moderate oven
until it is delicately browned. Eat warm,
not hot.

Ribbon Cake,

One cup butter, two and one-half cups
sugar, four eggs, one cup sweet milk,
three cups of flour, two heaping tea~
spoons baking-powder. Divide into three
parts. To one part add one cup raising
and one cup currants, spice to taste.
Bake the three parts in three separate
tins. Put the part with the fruit between
the other two, spreading a thin layer of
frosting between, and cover the top with
frcsting.

{ Jumbles,

One and a quarter pounds of flour, one
pound of sugar,three-quartersof a pound
of butter, five eggs, a gill of milk, a tea-
spoonful ‘of baking powder; bake one-
half of this in small vins in a quick oven;
in the remainder put a quarter of a pound
of currants, and bake the same.  Frost
or not at pleasure by leaving out the
‘whites of one or twib eggs. ;

1w ogs! :
: Mwled Pens, £

Let them stand over night in water;
the next day boll until tender; drain off
the water, and for every quart add two
tablespoonfuls of butter, half a table-
spoonful of flour rubbed into the butter,
nalf a teaspoonful of sugaxpnd one of
salt. Mix thoroughly, simmer a few
minutes, add a cup of cream or rich milk
to each quart, heat and serve.

Cottage Pudding. .

One egg, one tablespoonful of melted
butter, one-half cup of milk, one-half
cup of sugar, one-half of a  teaspoonful
of soda, one teaspoonful of cream of
tartar, flour enough to make a cake bat-
ter. i g ;

Piercing Ears No Longer Fashionable.

To pierce a child’s earsis now re-
garded as execrably bad form, -Of old
no sooner was the little one christened
and vaccinated than straightway the
careful mother whisked her daughter
off to be punctured at the jeweler's.
Fashion has completely reversed | 2
ideas, and to-day even the school girl
whose pretty pink lobes have . bee
preserved intact looks with commise
tion upon the mutilated ears of
fortunate companion. Pins an
rings are now rarely sold in
young people, and it beg
though ono relie of b
definitely laid aside.—

“Trar armless girl in_the
wiil be safe from m

-“Why, s0?” “Because n

for her hand.”




