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SPEECH

OF

HON. D. W. VOORHEES,
OF INDIANA,

In the Senate of the United States,
Wednesday, January 8, 1890.

fCoritinued from lasx week. ]

Sir, this charge, carefully made

by Judge Woods upon the first

assembling of the grand jury, so

tully and completely covered the

case of Dudley and his allies,
whoever they might be, that a

feeling of satisfaction spread

throughout the state, and even

thos who had been declared de-
feated at the polls took some con-

solation in the prospect that the

conspirators who bad won a cor-

rupt victory in Indiana by the

power vs money would be speedily
exposed, and one or more of them

brought to justice. Dudley, in
the name and by the authority of
his committee, had committed the

pr cise offense so clearly defined

by the judge—he nad counseled
nd advised the persons to whom

his letter was addressed to have a

certain class of people entitled to
vote segregated from their fellow-
citizens on election day, put ipt©
little flocks or blocks of five to

themselves, in charge of a trusted
man with the necessary funds to
enable him to see to it that none

got away, .nd that all voted the

Republican ticket.
He had advised an extensive at-

tempt to bribe voters, and Judge
Woods declared that to be an of-
fense under the statute, for which

a penalty of £SOO and three years’
imprisonment could be inflicted on

the convicted offender. At this

point, however, the leaders of the

Repub 1 ican party, not only Indiana
but throughout the entire country,
were seized with alarm at the idea
of a trial in court wherein com

mittee consultations, plans, assess-

ments, and expenditures with

which to debauch the ballot would
be all dragged ruth’essly to the

light, and paraded before an in-

dignant and disgusted public.—
They awakened to their danger and

found an abyss of ruin yawning
at their feet.

From this time forwaid, for the
next sixty days at least, dates are

of great importance m connection

with events which ma ked a reac-

tion in Judge Woods’ court against
the policy with which he had start-
ed out, of an honest, impartial ad-

ministration of the law. The

grand jury being in session only
two days after receiving the charge
of the judge, adjourned on the
16th of November, not to meet

again until December the 4th.—

Here was a delay of nearly three
weeks on the side of justice, but
as the’sequel showed there was no

delay &r lack of vigilance on the

side of conscious or terrified guilt.
On or about the 28th of Novem-

ber, wnile the grand jury was yet
in recess, Dudley told prominent
men of both political parties whom

he met|in New York that his pock-
ets w?r full of dynamite, and if

h > was indicted and prosecuted a

very loud explosion would occur.

He did not intend that his associ-

ates and co-workers in the cam-

paign, while enriched by the spoils
of victory and glittering with offi-
cial honers and isti action, should

look on his arraignment, trial, and
Inevitable conviction with a com-

placent sense of security to them-

s Ives. His threats ot dynamite
were well understood in certain

quarters which had power to pro«
tect him. He had carried and

disbursed the corruption fund of
his party for eight years in Indi-

ana, and was in possession of po-
litical secrets of a character to

humble and bring low many a

proud head if he was abandoned

to his fate.

Dudley is a staunch and extreme

man; nor do I think him

wanting ’n personal fidelity to

tLose with whom he breaks bread

and eats salt; but to go to the

itentirry not merely for his own

sins, but also as a sea do-goat for

the sins of others, who from high
places were intending to let him

make the journey alone, was more

than even hie patriotic devoion to

the Republican party and his per-
sonal adhesion to Harrison could

stand. He pointed to the well-

known dynanjite in his pockets,
and the menacing gesture and hint

were heeded with startling vromp*
titude. grand jury reassem-

bled December 4, pursuant to ad*

journment, and within the next

four days it was kn. wn fr m the
witnesses who had been called and

testified that an overwhelming
case hid been made against Dud-

ley, and that his indictment was

an assured fact under the rulings
of the court as they then stood.

Suddenly, December 9, Judge
Woods adjourned court at Indian-

apolis to hold a week’s term at

Fort Wayne, which term at Fort

Wayne, I have been informed,
lasted one hour and foDy m mutes,
and involved the trial of one very
unimportant and trivial case. But
time had been gained, and the

grand jury*did not reassemble
until December 17. In the mean-

time the district attorn y in charge
of the case resigned, and Mr. Bai-

ley, an able and very competent
man was appointed in his place.
Thereupon a most singular coinci-
dence took place between the views

of Republicans at Washington
and at Indianapolis. Republican
Senators, with singular unanimity
and promptnes •, declared for the

ear of the public, that they would

under no circumstances allow-Bai-

ley to be confirmed, while Judge
Woods, with equal promptness and

publcity, declared that he would

under no circumstances receive an

indictment from the grand jury
signed by Mr. Bailey until he had

been confirmed as United States

district attorney by the Senate.

Pending these qu' er complications
the Hon. Mr. Quay, chairman of

the Republican national commit-

tee and Senator from Pennsylva-
nia, arrived at Indianapolis, De

cember 18, and held repeated and

protracted conferences with those

who held the fate of Dudley and

the interests of the Republican
party in the hollow of their hands.

It is not for me to essume to de
termine (he precise character <~f

the Senator's mission or the sub-

jects he discussed, but inasmuch

as his name was at the head of

the Dudley letter, giving it the

official weight of the committee —

Mr. Quay Will the Senator

allow me?

The Vice President. Do-s the

Senator from Indiana yield to the

Senator from Pennsylvania?
Mr. Voorhees. Certain'y, sir.

Mr. Quay. I will state to the

Senator from Indiana that it is not

true that in Indianapolis I confer-

red with those who held the Re-

publican party in the hollow of

their hands or consulted with any
one in relation to the case of Mr.

Dudley.
Mr. Voorhees. The hands ot

those with whom he consulted were

rather small, it is true, but to the

extent of their palms they held the

destiny of the Republican party
in their hands. Does the Senator

deny that he called on President-

elect Harrison?

Mr. Quay. I called on Presi-

dent-elect Harrison.
,

Mr. Voorhees. Certainly the

Senator did . No w, Irepeat
(and X will ask the attention of the

Senator, for I do net Intend to do

him a mite of injustice), it is not

for me to assume to determine the

precise character of the Senator’s

mission or the subjects he discuss-

but inasmuch as his ilame is at

the head as the Dudley latter, g v-

ing it the official weight of the

committee, and inasmuch as he

has never denied or disclaimed

Dudley’s authority to put it there,
I am sure he will not blame me if

I draw a big inference that he

wanted the prosecution of Dudley
stopped, and that he went to Indi-

anapolis to say so, and that he did

say to ’n quarters where it would

“do the most good,” and with an

emphasis whicn was not forgotte..

It is not only the tree that is

known by its fruits; men are krown

and their motives and conversa-

tions often clearly understood by
the results which followtheir pres-
ence and conduct. Another ad-

journment of the court and the

grand iury followed the advent of

the chairman of the National Re.

publican Committee, this time sus-

pending all action and going over

from December 23 to January 14,
a period of full three weeks. And

then, when the court and grand
jury came together again, the ob-

ject for which justice had been'de-

laved, and jockeyed, and juggled
so long in the interest o’ partisan
crime, was speedily made mani-
fest

On the 15th day of January,
1889, a day long to be remembered
in the history of the judiciary with

shame, Judge Woods delivered
what is known as his supplemextal
charge to the grand jury, in which
h? explicitly oven u led his charge
of November 14, and held—-

“Thar the mere sending by one

to another of a letter or document

containing advice to bribe » voter,
or setting forth a scheme for such

bribery, however bold and repre-
h nsible, is not indictable; that
th' re must be shown in addition

an attempt by the receiver of the

letter, or of some other instigated
by him, to execute the scheme by
bribing, or attempting to crib?,
some voter in respect to rhe elec-
tion of Con rressmen, or in such

way as to affect such election.”

This is the gist of the famous or

rather the infamous second charge
to the Federal grand jury at Indi-

anapolis, whereby Dudley and his
confederate? were enabled to es-

cape, at least for the time being,
from the lashes of the law. In
his first charge Judge Woods, in
the plain simple words of section

5511, had told the jury that to

counsel or advise any one io at-1
tempt to bribe a voter was an (
dictable offense. In his seccrna

I charge he says that such counsel
or advice, whether in a k tter or

otherwise, setting forth a scheme
of bribery, hpwever bold or repre-
hensible, is not indictable in his
court. To make it so he declares
there must be shown, in addition,
that the person receiving the letter,
who may be unknown to the grand
jury, and legally described as un-

known in the indictment, has him-
self made an attempt to brib *some*

body, or has instigated some other

rogue to make the attempt.
The impossibility of making

this kind of additional proof in the

grand jury room or before a trav-

erse jury had been very car dully
weigh’d and considered in the close

and high counsels of the party
before the second charge was given
but, as if fearing that the grand
jury might adhere to sound prin-
ciples, although he himself had

betrayed and abandoned them,
Judge Woods went fuither, and

gave notice in substance, ik not in
te 'mb, that if an indictment under
his first charge should be returned
he wou d • How no conviction on a

trial of the same. As a warning
on this point hejsaid:

“If tiie vie * be adopted that ad-
vice not acted upon may constitute

a crime, then the exact words used
in giving the advice, whether oral
or written, must be ascertained,
and every possible intendment in
favoi of innocence must be allow*
ed and. all doubts resolved m favor
ofr the accused. If the use oi

ipioney I e advised, but the partic-
ular manner or purpose of its use

be not clearly, and, indeed, con-

clusively indicated, a possible in-
nocent use will be presumed; and
even if the purpose to bribe be un-

questionable,
.

and yet it appears
that t‘..e design was to purchase
votes for other officers than a Rep-
resentative in Congress, it would,
be no crime under the statute which
is designed to protect the election

[ for that officer alone.”
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SOMffiOPATHIC PHYSICIAN & SURGEON.
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Diseases a Specialty..®
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Dobs a general banking business.-
Certificates bearing Interest issued; Ex-

change bought and sold; Money loaned on farms
at (sweet rates and on mosfavorable teims
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Has been enlarged Fifty per Cent. It now consists of
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This makes it the Largest and Best Weekly Paper in the United

States.
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