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THEWORK OF PROTECIION.

Americs’s Shipping snd Foreign
T:ade—I'he Cause of Its
Dechine.

Paul D. McDonald, of Attica,
Indiana, writes as follows to the
Indianapolis Sentinel:

Thezeis nothing, perhaps, which

people more than the present con-
dition of America’s shipping and
foreign trade. Compared with patt
years the contrast is amazing and
the decline -has-been more rapid
during the past iwenty-five years
of -high tariff than at any other
time in the S¢ountry’s history.—
Our wide domaing; with an exten-
sive sea coast and wvur excellent
facilities have, it seems, done noth-
ing ‘o prevent its destruction.—
Under the most favorable circum-
stances, when the country has
been prosperous, this one great
element of power has countinued
its downward march. The fertile
soil and mild climate furnished
the ancient Egyptians with the
necessaries and comforts of lifein
such profusion as to render them
independent of -other countries.
On this account thev renounced all
intercourse with foreigmers, but
this idea being too eontracted for
Sesostros, he strove to make them
a commercial people«:iTo this end
he conquered all the countries
stretching a'ong tho sea to India
with a fleet of 400 ships. But
Egypt was not to remain their mas-
ter. Sesostrisdying shereturned
to her anci nt poliey, and ages
elapsed before her commereial con-
nection with India could merit any
notice. The Pheenicians held a
higher position. Although this
territory was small, it was from
commeree they derived their opu-.
lence and power, and 1n manners
and policy they resembled the
great commerclal states of modern
times more than did any people in
the ancient world. If the posses-
sion of large tcrritory had been
essential to making a nation pow=
erful, many of the ancient powers
and even England would have been
comparatively nothing; but the
%reat seas furnisned an unlimited

eld for work. From the begin-
ning of ship-building they profited
by the advantages afforded them
on the high sess for extencing
their commerce.

Ages ago, if they were exclnded
from a port it was by force of
arms, and it was necessary to con-
quer the opposing party in order
to obtain a share of the product.
Now a muore d struective system
drives other nations from our ports
which not only affects a few but
throws its blighting influe:ce over
millions. The protoctive tariff has
been and is now more destructive
to commerce, than warfare. Na
tions once driven out do not re-
tuzn. The great markets of other
countries afford ample opportuni
ties for the fair exchange of com~
modities and then they direct their
fler ts, leaving America to fail back,
as Egypt did, out of sight. Not
one American merehant vessel can
be seen sailing the seas outside of
those engaged 1n coast tradiug, and
they do not give us access to the
markets of the world. Eversince

the tonnage of Amsrican vessels
he” steadily deereased until in
1867 only 16 per eent. of -our for~
eign trade was earried by Ameri-
can sLips. Lessthan thirty years
has cleared the seas of American
vessels engaged in foreign trade.
This is what the protectivesystem
hag done for our merehant marin. .
Every market of the world-is open
to England, because she is the
cheapest and most unhampered
producer in the world. Her ves-
sels can sail for aay port with a
miscellaneous cargo and return
‘home with an equal amount. If
not from one place theycan ex-
change at another. Ships cannot
enter American ports and depart
with a full carge. High prices
will not permit them to take our
manufactured goods as exchange

.- foee, Semissloimebone,

for their cargoes. They, there~

1860, the beginning of a high tarff,:

material and often sell it back to
us in the shape or the manufae-

tured article. When this is not
done, ships do not éeme un.ess

| subsidized by the government to
| pay the expenses of the return

trip. South America, where there
are very few manufactories, has to
import machinery, tools, linen,
cottos, woolen cloth, furniture,
medicine and =»1nes. Of this

shoul engage the attention of the | trade England has the greatest
lpart and the United Mtates the

least. 'The raw maberial must be
admitted free in order that our
manuf.ctories may fummish articles
at prices which will take them .o
all parts of the world. Purchas-
ing foreign goods and paying for
them in American goods will give
a stimulus to all the industries in
this country and keep the lahoring
classes busy 1n preparing articles
for exchange. Ship~bullding will
revive and in every port of the
world will be seen the American
merchant marine, keeping pace
with the mogt powerful in control~
ling commerce. Nearly all our
bravest sailors were reared in the
merchant service.. They began life
amid the perils -of the sea in
trading vessels, where they gath~
ered that experience which made
their service so valuable on ships
of war. They are the persons
who compelled respect to the flag
in every port and on every sea.—
In 18%?), there were 100,618 men
and 3,732 boys employed on Amer-
ican vessels, over 12,000 more than
¢ uld be found upon ail foreign
vessels combined. In 1880 there
were only 14,284 hands 1n the

‘ocean, coast and river service, and

since that time the number his
gradually decreased.

If the merchant service is per-
witted to remain asit is now, what
will become of this echool for sea-
men? In 1810, notwithstanding
the depredations of England and
France, the tonnage of American
vessels inereased nearly 50 per
cent., and during the war of 1812
it was but slightly diminished.—
The high tariff, during the fifteen
vears following, nearly destroved
our shipping, and had accomplish-
ed what England, with her thous-
ands of ships, was unable to effect.
What has bacome of the beneficial
results to be realized from com-
mercial restrictions? Do our ex-
ports exceed our imports? A .ar-
iff on all articles which could be
manufactured at home, and espe-
cially on those from countries
where the balance of trade was
unfavorsble that our exports might
exceed our imports, was the chief
object of protection. A balance of
trade must be maintained even if
a pcrtion of eur foreign trade is
cut off. Has this system beon
beneficial in its results and Lave
we always maintained a balance of
trade? From 1878 to 1887, under
the highest tariff knows, our im«
ports of woelen and ¢otton geods
exceeded eur exports more than
$300,000,000. Itis no wonder that
our factories are idle a large part
of the time and thousands of
workmen are thrown cut of em-
ployment. Cut off from the mar-
kets of the world by protection,
the surplus of our produots, espe-
cially in manufactured goods, re-
main in large storehouses for
want of purchasers, and there
they are left until either sold out
or diminished so as to enable the
mills to resume work. The Indian
inhabitants of Peru could boast of
a system which guaranteed to each
individual the. comforts eof life.
Not one in thaf vast number of
people was permitted to suffer.
Agriculture, the only source from
which they derived their subsist~
ence, was sufficient to provide eve-
rything. Now, when civilization
Las reached such hight, carryin
with it to perfection every art an
every sciencé, opening up hund
reds of avenues of employment,
can 1t be said that there are none
in want? In this age of sober,
practica! reality.; with the increas-
ed facilities for production, there
should b» adifferent outlook. The
Peruvians could not count one

raw

ﬁoor subject and we can count mil-
iens. It may-not be : possible to
obliterate the number emtirely, but

it can be reduced, and comtort and
happiness brought to thousands cf
homes where now there is nothing
but penury and want. Legislation
for the few and against the many
has brought abount this state of
things, and during the twenty-five
ﬂears of republican rule it has

een steadily increasing. The
destruction of the pernicious sys-
tem of protection must come, and
with this destruciion the revival
of American ship-building, which
will be the beginning of \meriea’s
advancement to the pesition of the
leading commerecial nation of the
earth.

You will not think times are
hard if you will watch the loads of
Dry Goods, Boots, Shoes, Milline-
ry, Tinware,’ &c., &ec., ecarrad
away from the

CricAaco BargaIN HoUSE.
Prices tell the story.

.. > >

Nearly everything is now influ-
enced in price by the trusts that
honeycomb business. The follow-
ing accrostic made up of trust ar-
ticles, expresses the prevailing
public sentiment:

Sugar,
Match,
Axes,
Salt,
Honey,

Twine,

Hominy,
Excelsiot;

Tin,

Railroads,

TTprers (of shoes),
Staich,

Tobaeco,

Skewer.

When one builds his house with
lumber or pressed brick, drinks
beer or milk, vses flour or lard, or
ever when he dies and needs a
«offin, he is paying tribute to some
trust.

We have first class Boots and
Shoes that were bought under the
auctioneer’s hammer at one-half
price, and that is the reason we
can .ell them one~half cheaper
than our competitors.

CHicAaGco BArGAIN Housk,
My son, deal vith men who ad-
vertise. You will never lose by
it. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,

Men’s and womer’s shoes 75
cents ;er pair. Children’s shoes
25 cents per pair. Men’s calf and
heavy boots $1.50 per pair atthe
CHICAGO BarGAINIHOUSE.

THE SECRET BALLOT.
Mr. Powderly, in the Journal of
United Labor, says that most of
the labor legislation of the las
few years is not worth the paper
it is written on. The real remedy
for labor’s wrongs, he says, is to
be found in a judicious use of the
ballot. He adds:

We cannot compel obedience to
the constitution of Pennsylvania
while men can b: brow-beaten at
the polls, and compelled to vote as
the corporation boss, the political
boss, and he rum boss dictate.
What we require is a secret ballot,
one by which the man, who is par-
tially free, may become in truth a
free man. How many of the cit-
1zens of Pennsylvania will raise
their hands with mine when they
read this, and pledge themselves.
net to ask for another measure of
reform at the coming session of
the legislature, except the passage
of some such system of ballot re-
form as the Australian system.

‘Mr. Powderly makes a strong,
earnest plea tothe K. of L. totake
up this question at once and sup.

reform bill.

can be no real labor legislation
until such time asiworkingmen ar

free to support such candidates
they know to be their frie

absolute secrecy is assured.

port no candidate for the legisla-| @@
ture who will not pledge himself |
to vote for the passage of a ballot |
He is deeply im-1
pressed with the belief that therg?}

€n dré | {
b 1

without fear of corporation‘or po-
litical intimidation. The general
master workman before leaving
Scranton for Chicago declared
that ballot reform is the great
question for the people, and that
the workingmen n ust secure it he-
fore they can effectually hope to
resist the iujustice of law-defying
corporations.

There is a greal deal of wisdom
in what Mr. Powderly says. The
workingmen of the United States
have the remedy for all their grie-
vances in their own hands. If

they do not av.il themselves of it,
they have uno one to blame but

themselves. 1f they would uss
the ballot intelligently and judi-
ciously, they would sooun obtain
all the relief that legislation or
governmaent can afford them,—
Workingmen can only make the
ballot effective, however, when its
1t
the workingmen of the country
are wise they will act upon Mr.
Powderly’s suggestion, and everys
where press the dem nd for a se.
cret ballot. The democratic party
of Indiana has pissed a secret
ballot law, and it gives the work-
ingmen of the state complete pro-
tection against the intimidation
and coercion that have been here-
tofore practiced upon them.—
When similar laws are in force in
every state, and not until then,
labor will be in a position to as-
sert its power at the ballot-box.
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A great reduetion in prices thig
week at the Chicago Bargain
House. Muslins down to 44 cents
%er yard. White, Check and
laid goods—prices cut in two.
vashmeres and Henrietta Cloths
8 cents and up to 85 cents per
yard; worth from 15 cents to $1.25
per yard. Ginghams 4 cents per
yard. Calieoes 3 cents per yard.
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About one hundred and fifty
colors are now obtained by
coal tar, which has almost sup-
glanted vegetable and animal
yee. :

THE NEW DIS8COVERY.

You have heard your friends and
neighoors talking aboutit., You may
yourself be one of th many who
know from personal experience just
how good a thing It {s.  If youn have
ever tried it you are one of its staunch
friends, pecause the wonderful thin ;
about it is. that when once given a
trial, Dr. King’s New Discovery ever
after finds a piaee in the nouse If
you have never us d it and should be
afflicted with a cough, cold or any
Throat, Lupg or Chest trouble, se-
dure a bottle at once and give it a
fair trial. It is guaranteed every
time, or money refunded. - Trial bot=
tles free at F B Meycr’s Drugstore-6
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WANTED.

Good men to solicit for eur firste
class Nuisery Btock, on salary or
commission, paid weekly. Permae
nent employment guaranteed. Outfit
free. Previous experience not res
quired. We can 1ake a successful
sales nan of any one who will work
and follow our instructions. Write
for verms at once to
Jones & Rouse,

Lake View Nurseries,

: : Rochester, N. Y..
Mention this paper.

IEW MEAT MAREKEDL
CHAS. M. PAXTON, Prer'z,, &
RENSSELAER, o INDIANA,
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