MONTANA’S ABUNDANCE.

A MAGNIFICENT CLIMATE AND A
SOIL OF UNSURPASSED FERTILITY,

#esom’s Graphic Letter Descriptive of the
Northwest, Particularly of Montana—In-
teresting Facts Gained by Actual Investi-
gation.

GREAT FArvus, Montana, Feb. 18, 1889,
A man need not be very old to remember

when Chicago was in the far West. and a

journey beyond the Mississippi was like go-

ing into a far country. Now a dozen rail-

roads run to the Rocky Mountains, and the
Pacilic coast is separated from New York as |
Monday is from Saturday. Lewis and |
Clarke, whose wonderful trip in the early |
vears of the century gave the world first |
knowledge of this vast region; were over a |
year in reaching this locality, rowing, poling,
and pughing their canoes for nearly 3,000
miles against the swift current of the Mis-
souri. Now it takes a day or two ina
Manitoba palace car or a free-colonist
sleeper to reach here, and no danger or
privation and three good meals a day.

Most people have been so accustomed to
fook upon this part of the continent as so
far north, so cold, so snowy, so far away—
and a lot of other so-so’s—that it would
probably never be a fit abode for mankind; |
but the facts show to the confrary. Why, |
kundreds of miles north of here there is a
<country with winters no more severe than
those of the north New England States, and
summers more suitable to the growing of
grains. We are separated from that
region by the forty-ninth parallel, an
imaginary political boundary whieh nature
will not take into account when adjusting
affairs in the future. 'The intermingling of
people of the same blood, speech, religion,
ideas, and ambitions will obliterate it.
Statesmen have foretold it and business
interests will hasten it. Those who think
Dakota and Montana are sections of the
aretic region slipped down out of place
should look to the east. Tne gouth line of
Dakota is the forty-third parallel of north
latitude. Follow this line across the At-
lantic and much of Europe will be found
iying north of it. All of Britain and Nor-
way and Sweden lie a full degree above the
northern boundary of our two great Terri-
tories. Edinburgh, St. Petersburg, Stock-
holm, and Christiana, in the midst of
a swarming population, are on the
parallel of Sitka, Alaska. And fitka is as
far from Great Falls as the Gulf of Mexico. l
England and the north of Europe are made
habitable by the influence of the Gulf
Stream. The Kuro-Siwo—the ‘Black Ocean
river of the Asiatic coast—or the Japan
Current, gives to this northwestern region
the same mildness of climats that the Gulf |
Stream Uoes to Northern Europe, and why
should not this eountry, like that, be filled
with life and industry? Water heated- off
the coast of Southern Asia sweeps across
the Pacific Ocean and tempers the elimate
of our western coast nearly up to the Are-
tic Cirele. This river of warmth gives to
British Columbia, Washington, and Ore-
gon winters so mild that ice is a
scarce artiele, even in Sitka, while
roses bloom in the gardens along the
coast ut Christmas time. Imvarting its heat
to the air, which, aseending, passes ovor the
Rocky Mountains mueh lower here than in
the south, it affects the climate of a rezion
Jarger than the original United States. Com-
parisons of temperature made with the At-
Jantic coast are most favorable to Montana.
The rivers of Montan close later and open
-earlier than those of States far south of this
parallel. The Missouri River here is clear
of ice a month earlier than it is at Omaha.
In the light of existing knowledge who will
say that up to the 60th parallel in this north-
west is not as capablsy of being settled as
Russia an | Norway and Sweden south of
that line?

Glance at the physical features of this
portion of the eontinent and one will see a
great plain sloping northward. It is tho
latitude of the continental water system.
Nowhere ¢lse in the world is there such a
succession of lakes and davigable rivers; no
other country possesses such an area of
agricultural land so intersected by fresh
water. Within a radius of 1,000 miles is
half the fresh water of the globe. At Grand
Forks, Dakota, the Red River is less than
1,000 feet above the sea. Iollow the river
40 its mouth, Lake Winnepeg, and it has
descended 300 feet, and in a boat one can
steam westward on the Saskatchawan more
than 1,000 miles, and then double
the distance on other rivers. Follow the
Red River to its source in Lake Traverse,
and in high water a boat can reach Big
Storm Lake, the source of the Minnesota,
and thence pass to the Mississippi, thus
Joining Hudson's Bay and the Gult of Mex-
ico. Two hundred miles to the cast is Lake
Superior and a water way to the Atlantie.
Three hundred miles to the west the Mis-
souri can be reached, and the traveler be
borne into the shadow of the Rocky Moun-
tains, from whose western side another
mighty river springs—the Columbia—and
leaps to a different sea. After the Mis-
sissippi and Missouri the Columbia draws
the largest basin in the republie.

From Lake Superior along the northern
bounaary of the républic to tne Pacific Ocean
the average altitude is less than 2,000 feet
above tho sea. Itis the only lineon which
connected agricuitural settlement can be
made across the continent. It is the ce-
real belt, and history shows that mankind
gathers in larger numbers where food is
most abundant and cheapest, South of here
is the roof of the continent; the plains of
Colorado are almost as high as the moun-
tains of Montana; Denver, surrounded by
productive farms, is a half-mile higher than
the wverage of Montana’s valley and plains.
Between Omaha and Sacramento there is a
continte)us elevation of quite 4,000 feet.
Aseending every 300 feet makes a difference
of one* degree in temporature.

Of the twenty-two States and Territories
west of the Mississippi, each one is larger
than all of New England, while Dakota and
Montana each possess area double that
of the New England States. Montana,
scaroely known by name in England, is
larger than all of Great Britain, and is rich-
est per capita of all American common-
wealths, Single counties of Montana are
lurger than fair-sized Eastern States. The
<cournties of Choteau and Dawson, in North
Montana, contain more acres than the State
of Towa. With the exception of a few
mountains and high buttes, the whole
of the two counties is described
as a rolling prairie, covered with
grass and filled with running streams. The
main rivers are the Missouri, Milk, Marias,
Sun, and Teton, a total of 1,200 miles of
‘waterways, not to speak of numerous
tributaries, all flowing through valleys of
generous width and of great d:pth and
richhess of soil. Here the story of the buf-
falo was closed. Strange that the American
people, usually sagacious, so long consid-
ered this Western land as sterile and worth-
less, regardless of the fact that it gave sup-
port to countless heads of untamed cattle.

It is no doubt true that an.mal life had its
sorigin in the warmer elimatass, but it is also
trug that the colder climat’s have de-
veloped the most sturdy, energetic and
brainy races of men as well as the best
breeds of domestic animals. Frost and
health lines seem to be synonymous. The
races of the frost climes are the most vigor-
ous; it is the lesson of history that North-
orn nations have alw:dys been more success-
ful in war and progressive ' in peace than
their Bouthern neighbors. The material
and moral gonquest of the-world belongs to
the races of the frost iands; they have been
the uipst energetic explorers and pioneers,
the most adventurous colonizers, the
most active  merchants, the best

dounders of governments, and the

wisest of rulers. Sanitary statisties
prove the heaithfulness of the Northwest
ior both mankind and animal life, There is
more sunshine here than in the East, and
invalids begin to come and find health un-
der the genial skies. The conditions, too,
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are most favorable to the stock industry. |

There is an abundance of grass, the most
nutritious of foud, the climate is invigorat-
ing and heathful, water is abundant, and
everything favors the conversion of the
roduets of field and pasture into the finest
Eeul. mutton and pork, into symmetrical and
enduring horseflesh, into wool, and into
that most useful of all domestic animals,
the mileh cow. Sheep do remarkably
well, and the business has assumed
such magnitude that the flock-masters have
4 Territorial organization.. and support a
monthly called the Monlana Wool Grower,
published at Fort Benton, and wool ship-
ments annually run into millions of pounds.
Sheep pelts and cow hides have taken the
place ot buffalo hides and furs which form-
erly gave prominence to this region. Horses
do quite as well as sheep, and eve: y year in-
creases the demand for Montana horses.
The mounted police of the British Dominion
draw their supplies from this Territory, and
in a recent call for the purchase of cavalry
horses for the United States army the Quar-
termaster General exp-essed a preference
for Montana stock. The possibilities of the
country, however, are not confined to stock
raising alone; the soil is exceedingly rich,
and whsrever cultivated yields prolifie
crops. The first settlers gave little atten-
tion to agriculture. and it has only been in
recent years that they found out what the
country is capable of in this direction.
Sixty bushels of wheat to the acre® is not
uncommon, and other grains in proportion.
Potatoes, onions and other root crops and
vegetables are easily produced and the
viell is olten enormous. , The demand for
tarm produce among the miners and stock
raisers has so far kept prices at high fig-
ures, eggs and butter in particular bringing
about double the prices of the States.

The coming of the St. Paul, Minneapolis
& Manitoba Railioad bas given great
impetus. to affairs in North Montana,
and the next few years will witness a
marvelous growth. No transcontinental road
passa2s through a region of such varied
wealth as lies between the mountains and
the Mississippi River. Passing through the
granary of Dakota—the valleys of tho Red
and the Mouse—the vast pasture fields and
valleys of Montana, it taps the granite vaults
of the great hills, filled with gold and silver
and copper, but guarded with time locks, to
be fully opened now by the advent of com-
petitive railway facilities. A rough moun-
tain is valueless for agricultural purposes,
but when full of rich ores a singie acre as a
woealth, producer compensates for thou-
sands ot aeres of ‘arable land. Montana
is the richest mirveral bearing district in
the United States; the output of precious
metuals last year led a'l the other States
and Terr.tories, the total being nearly one-
fourth of the entire production of the coun-
try. The dream of the alechemist has been
realized; the laborer of yesterdayis the
millionaire of to-day. The mountains are
not only lined with veins of precious metals,
but iron. lead, coal. and building stone
exist in limitless quantities. Coal is scat-
tered over the entirs Torritory, in North
Montana croppning out in many places along
tho Missour:1 and other rivers. North of
the Missouri River, along the St. Paul, Min-
neapolis and Manitoba Railroad,the coal is of
the coneh shell formation, black and shiny,
and burns to a red ash, while the variety
south of the river is known as the Peacock
coal, on account- of its echromatie coloring,
and leaves a white ash. The coal of the
plains, castward into Dakota, is lignite, but
the mountain coal is bituminous. The
other day I went into a coal mine, eight
miles from Great IFalls, in which the vein

was ten feet thick, the entrance being in |

the side of a hill under a heavy roof of rock.
It could not have been more conveniently
planned by man.
a branch of the Manitoba. The extension
of the Manitoba road, the rapid and solid

construection of which was one of the me- |

chanical feats of the age, has opened up a
large arca of both agricultural and mining
territory, and the wise and practicable
course of the compaey in dealing with the
publiec will soon result in larg: settlement

and great prosperity to the entire country |

traversed.

Near where the Sun River enters the Mis-
souri is the city of Great Falls, from whence
I write.
40 miles from ¥ort Benton.
the Gulf, as the river runs, itis farther than
from Chicago to London. To St. Paul it is
1,073 miles.

familiar with thig air would deeclare it an
after-supper walk to reach any of thom.
The valleys and plains leading up to these
mountains are covered with grass.
As far as the eve can reach,. and
a thousand times further, not anacre is val-
ueless, and in time will be covered with farms
and stock ranches. Much of it is still gov-
ernment land and free to settlers. The
grandeur is not all in sky pictures, lofty
mountains, winding rivers
plains, but near by is a catacact second

only to Niagara, with an accompaniment of ,

other falls, giant springs and cascades—a
combined fall of over 500 feet—which must
make this a leading Northwestern resort.

Henceforth the great river will not be al-
lowed to idle away its time in rushing and |
leaping, year in and year out, over the |

rocks. | It is being put to work for the good

of the human race, grinding wheat and |

corn, weaving cloth, erushing ores, saw-
ing lumber, and in making this a great mart
of industry—a city of homes, of comfort and
prosperity. Already the most perfectly ar-

ranged smelter in the country tor handling '
gold aund silver ores is in operation, with a |

daily capacity of 250 tons, and so construet-

od that enlurgement can be made to 1,000 |

tons without an increase of buildings or
machinery.

dustry inaugurated, is the only one for 1,000 !
A great |
and |

miles along the upper Missouri.
grain region is already a tributary,
sooner or later a railroad from here will
penetrate the wheat-flelds and pasture
lands of the Saskatchawan, farto the north;
even now the project is being formu-
lated. Readers of this will live
see a railroad to Asia and Eurepe by
way of Alaska and Behring Strait., Iron and
steel works, woolen factories, and other in-

dustries are contemplated at Great Falls, |
and not a tithe of the river’s strength is yet |

laid out; there is power enough to build up

a Minneapolis and a Lowell combined. With |

wide streets, spacious business blocks, fine
residences, churches, and school-houses, a
city is being reared by men born in the
East but developed in the West. Barely in
its third year, it supports two bright daily
papers. Nature could not have made a
more suitable site for a city, and one laid
out on a scale commensurate with its
mighty surroundings. There ure already
three railroads, tho St. Paul, Minneapolis
and Manitoba, the Montana Central, and
the Neihart Valley. The former, ih connec-
tion with the Union Pacific at Butte. gives
from St. Paul a throuzh line to Washington
Territory, Oregon, and California.
SEsoM.

Not. on His Knee, Though.

The ’bus was full inside, and the con-
ductor said, “Will any gentleman ride
outside to oblige a lady ?”

There was a dead silence, until Tomp-
kins said with a grin, “The lady can
sit on my knee if she likes.”

The lady happened to be Mrs. Tomp-
kins. She said coldly she wouldn’t
trouble him, but she sat upon him when

she got home.

This mine is reached by

It is 100 miles from Helena and |
From here to |

There are five distinet ranges |
of mouytains in sight from the city, and |
none nearer than 35 miles, yet a person not '

and grassy |

A rolles flour-mill, the tirst in- |

to |

Legislative Monotony Broken by the
Smalls-Elliott Contest, Which Resulted
Favorably to the Latter—Internal Reve-
nue and External Events of Interest.

[SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.]
WasHINGTON, D. C., Feb. 19, 1889,
The House is again wrestling with the tariff
bill, which -has been reported back from the

Mills commiltee with the somewhat startling |

resolution that the action of the fenate in sub-

stituting a new biil for that sent for its ccnsid-
eration is in conflicy with seciion 7, article 1, of
the Constitution, which provides tkat all Lills
for raising revenue shall originate in che House
of Representatives, 'I'ne report also directs
that toe Senate tariff Lill Le refeired buck to
the body from which it came, Mr. McKinley
wanted 1o file & mino:ity repor¢, but his 1esolu-
tion making the request wz8 laid on 1he table,
'L he House Apvropriations Comwittee, to which
Mr. Cowles’ internal 1even e bill was referred,
contrary to all precedent, has favorably
reported a substitute, prepared by Mr. MeMil-
lin, and Jively times a1e anticipated over its
consideration, as the Ways and Means Commit-
tee declare that it shall not go on the calendar
if they can prevent it. The bill, as 1t now
stands, has eliminated all moonshbiner cla‘ms,
and provides that after July next all Jaws now
in fo:ce whereby farmers and producers of to-
bacco are restricted in t! e sale and disposition
of the same, and all laws re'ating to the inter-
nal revenue taxes on manufsctured tobacco,
snuff, cigars, etc.,, and the special taxes re-
quired by law to be psid by manufacturexrs of
and aealers in leaf tobacco, peddlers of tobac-
co, snuff, cigars, and manufacturers of snuff
and cigars, sball be rep-ul d.

Congressman Springer s ups and downs over
tho omnibus bill ar rather tantalizing. In the
flush of victory his collea ues went back on him,
as Mr. Cox, the lcader of the revolt, has been
known to do before,und instructed the conferrees
on the Territorial Committee to concur in the
Scnate report and to so amend the measure a8
10 provide for the admission of South Dakota
under the Sioux Falls Consticution by procla-
mation of the Fresident without a new voie be-
ing takea on' the question of divis oa, aud to
provide for the ailmission of North Dakota,
Montana, and Washin:ton Territory by procia-
mation, which, in the case of Noith Dakota, is
more thanthe Senate demanded admission for
in 1his way. New Mexico is to be dropped from
the 1urther deliberation of the conference com-
mittee,

Commissioner Oberly has been here for some
time in relation to the timber cutting gruntsin
the Northwest, and the ma ter has been attract-
ing much attention. It all grew out of au disa-
greement between the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs and Secretary Vilas as to the trustworth-
ine-s of Agent Gregory. It is said thatan effort
is on foot to induce General Har:ison to re ain
Mr, Oberly in his present po-ition, a8 anew man
¢ uld not possibly acquiry the knowledge ot the
rights of Indian claims which that genileman
posscsses, without lonyg service ana close study.

The appropriation by Congress of 250,000 for
the protection of American citizens ot Panama
gives general satisfaciion. Two years ago the
present administration sent vessels of war to
wake the transit free and to protect American
citizens who had been stranded on the island
witbout means or work,

Elliott has been finally seated as a Represent-
ative in Congress, nfter the most exciting scene
witnessed in the House during the fiftieth ses-
sion. When Johnson, of Indiana, sought to in-
terrupt Crisp, who was chief spock sman for El-
liott, the latter met him with the rematk thatthe
gentleman hailed from a State where they re-
sorted to “blocks of five.” This brought
the Indiana Republicans to their feet.
Mr. Crisp deeclined A to permit interruptions,
and in the midst of the uprour his time
expired. Then a scene of intense tumult and
coutusion ensued. During ths delivery of Mr.

| Crisp’s sp2ech t1e main aisles of the House had
become thronged with members of both parties,
whio kept up an incessant demand for the regu-
laz order. The Speaker pro {em. atiempted
vainly to quell the rumult, which was gradually
assuming the proportions of a riot. He was
tinally compelled 10 c¢all upon the Sergeant-at-
arms, wbo, with the silver mace of authority,
proceeded up the main aisle, scattering the
members on all sides; but even with his as-
sistunce it was many minutes before the pre-
siding officer could bring the legislative hall to a
comparative quiet. Republican leaders are
prone to oriticise the manner in which the con-
test wus precipitated, a3 they consider that it
led to a split on party lines which killea the
chance they had for Smalls,

The Oates bill for the reformation of natural-
ization laws has been favorably reported, and it
is generally conceded that there is imminent
need of some action being taken in this direc-
tion., Numerous complications have arisen with
other countries from foreigners taking out nat-
uralization pepers here simply to escape serv-
ing in the army o: their native land, to which
they return upon accomplishing their mission
to the United States.. Undcr the existing laws
there is nmothing to deny citizenship even to
idiots, insane, paupers. criminals,or others wha
have come into the United States in flagrant
violation of our immigration laws. This might
be a good time to traverse Mrs. Olymphia
Brown 8 recent suggestion, which sets forth that
the only means by which it is possible for us to
Breserve our American institutions and counter-

alance the number of foreign votes is to give
woman the right of suffrage.

The Department of Agriculture is a thing of
certain y, and Norman J. Colman is the full-
fledged Cabinet officer who will preside over it
the next few days. 1t isaltozether too bad of
the present administration to add further to
President-elect Harrison's dilemma of th> yet
enigmatical Cabinet slate, which now, so it is
| reported, has written indelibly across its face

the names of Blaine, Rusk and Wanamalker.
{ The other five are in shadow sketches, discerni-
ble to the eye of the coming President only.
Mr. Thomas' boom for Fecretary of the Navy
grows apace, notwithstanding Mr. Cnandler’s
strong opposition, which he recently took occa-
sion to exhibit By having the paragraph provid-
ing for the construction of an armored steel
j ecruising monitor, nccording to the plans fur-
nished by Congressman Thomas, struck out of
the navy appropriation bill,

Perry Belmont's predicament in Madrid
causel quite a ripple of fun when it became
known ths other diuy. When Mr. Belmont pre-
pured himseli for presentation to the Kirg he
was informed that the Spanish Government had
received no official notification of the with-
drawal of Mr. Curry as the United States Min-
ister, The Spanish court is nothing if not for-
{ mal, and in the absence of this notification
Belmont’s cred ntials possessed no significance.
Under the circums!ances, it was not good form
for hlm 1o remuin in Madrid, or appear in pub-
lic, Therefore, he went: into 1etirement at
Seville, to wait until the State Department
should furnish the requisite notificat on.

Hon. A. K. Stevenson, First Assistant Post-
master General, was not-s0 fortunate in his late
nomination by the President to be Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court of the District of
| Columbia as was Mr. Colman in his appoint-
| ment (0 new honors. Colonel Stevenson is very

popular with both Republican and@ Democratic
Senators, but his nomination will be aillowed to
hang unacted upon in the r om on the Commit-
tee on Judiciary. There are one Chiet Justics
of the District Court and five associates. Shou:d
Stevenson be confirmed, there would be three
Democrats and three Republicans on the bench.
| Should the nomination be unacted upon, there

will be a vacancy for General Harrison to fill,
which will cause the cour: to stand four Repub-
licans and two Democrats. This wou'd a
state of things much more to the taste of Sena-
tor George F. Edmunds, Chairman of the Ju-
diciary Committee, and he can be trusted to
allow Colonel Stevenson’s judicial ambition to
remuining unrealized.

Tha fever-heat of society is beginning to cool
as the outgoing administration nears its end.
But it will flare again into a fiitting, hectic
brilliancy with the incoming glory of the in-
augural before it finally dies in the fastings of
Lent, wh ch begins March 5. The social triumph
or Mrs. Chief Justice Fuller is one of the lead-
ing topics of conversation in fashionable cir-
cles. At Chicago, her former home, si.e took
very little part in society on account of family
cares, and her daughters were not much inter-
ested in such Xleasuren, being of studious in-
clinations an brought up to habits of
usefulness, The prinecipal social entertain-
ments of Mr. Fuller's household were then
coniined to dinners to his gentlemen friends. As
the first lady of the National Judiciary, Mrs,
Tuller at once entered into the performance of
the soctal duties of her position, so important
! in the politico-social affairs of the capital., Her
| first appearance, surrounded by her fo r daugh-
, ters, on New Year's day, was an ovatron. Her

parlors were crowded wiw representatives of

“ivy will be limited onlg

| sleeves of scartet faills

the highest branches of the Government. Her
drawing-rooms sirce hase been the rendezvous
of fashion. Hersclf and daughters have re-
ceived spec al social honors, particularly at the
Executive Mansion. Before the end of the firss
uug the ladies of the famiiy of the C ief Jus-
tice have taken a place in the first rank of the
social at the capital, which is all the
more interesting as their tenor of social longev-
by lile.
The President’s car reycepuon to the officers
the army, navy, and marine corps was un-
usually well attended. After the Presidential
party had descended irom the upper corridor at
¥ o'clocx and s¢d o the Blue Room, the
crowd which hmf bcen forced back to allow them
to go through clcsed in, and anything like vol-
uniary movement aiter that time to the close of
the reception was a lteral! impossibility.

Mrs. Cleveland’s gown was of black brussels
net with dirsctoire bnsque of scarlet faille, the
lcng pos: ilion ends of which {ell to the edge of
the train. Revers of white silk finished the low
neck corsage snd be'd in place the short puff d
A spray of - diamonds
was worn on ihe corsage Miss Bayard srood
next 1o Mrs. (leveland, and wore peachblow
satin | rocade and lace, with prarl ornaments.

The mair age of Mis; Sophia 1), Markoe, whose
fa_ber w s the first secretary of the Smithsonian
lnstitution, to Prof. ¥ mmons, of geological
fame, was one of the so:ial events of the week
and was a very pretty wedding, indeed.

A valentine lilac lunch was given in honor of
ex-Gov. Alger’s dauglter, of Michigan, and the
Misses Dare, at which Miss Blaine and Miss
Quay were notable guests.

The Bavards, who=e home has been noted dur-
ing the adminis ration for its hospitality, have
closed their entertainments with the last of their
Monday night receptions, Mrs. krances Hodg-
son Burnet is at her new home on Massachu-
setts avenue and has resumed her Tuesday re-
ceptions,

The noted dinners of the week were the one
given in honcr of James Russell Lowell by Sec-
retary and Mrs. Eundicott, the s2cond Cabinet
dinner by Postmasier General and Mrs. Dickin-
fon in honor of tke Iresident and Mrs. Cleve-
land, and tie third dinner dance of the season
by Mr, and Mrs. John McLenan. .

Mrs, Ha rison con'inucs to rcceive a large
number of le ters. the m ority of them asking
her to interrede wiih the Gensal to secure the
writers an office of some kind. As soon a8 she
gets far enough along in the reading of a letter
to ascertain tbat it is of an office-seeking char-
a-ter, ste stops right there, consigns the epis-
tle to her waste-ba- ket, and the appeal is never
under any circumsatances bronght to the a ten-
tion of 1h+ General, This is ir accordance with
a roie adopted by her shorilv after the General’'s
elec ion. and sue has stated that she proposed
to observe it s*rnjulously und impa:tinlly dur-
ing the entire time oi ber residcnce in Washing-
ton,

Mrs, Harrison emphatically states that “when
the wife of the President wants to go anywhere,
she is roing, and th=tis all there is of it.” 1t is
probable that Mrs. Harrison will shoek some of
the snobs at Washington. If the General will
do the same by the men wbo think they are
fpecially commissioned to run him there will
be some fun ahead. MORSE,

STATUE OF GEN., CASS.
It Was Unveiled in Statuary Hall, in Wash-

ington, on the 18th Inst.

[WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENCE.]
WasminGgToN, D. C., Feb. 19.

Michigan’s first contribution to Statuary Hall
—the statue of Lewis Cass—was unveiled with
appropriate ceremonies in this city yesterday.
The s1atue stands seven feet high. The subject,
Gen. Cass, is represented standing erect, with
his head inclined upward and his broad shoul-
ders thrown back. He is delivering an address.
He stands firmly on both feet as a stout man is
generally in the habit of doing. In his left hand
he holds a roll of manuscript, while his right
rests on an op :n book or stand over which is
thrown a clouk such a8 was worn in his day. He
is attired in a dress suit of the Websterian period,

\

such as was always worn by United States

Sepators in the chamber. The swallow-tail
coat has an immense rolling velvet collar and
tight sleeves. The trousers are fastened down
by a strap under the boot, and & fob cbain
hangs from the pocket. He wears a high collar
and stock, revealing his full throat,

The statue rests on a pedestal of light Ten-
nessee marble, on the front of which is the coat
of arms of the State of Michigan. There is no
other inscription on the pedestal, and the
plinth of the statue bears simply the name,
“Lewis Cass.” All who had the privilege of
viewing the statue unveiled regarded the work
as satisfactory., The sculptor has succeeded
not only in presenting an excellent mode! of the
great statesmun, but has crea'ed a statue full
of character and expression as well.

Lewis Cass was born at Exeter, N. H., in 1782,
He took part in the . .@ ‘eat of the British under
General Proctor at the battle of the Thumes, in
Canada, in October, 1513, At the close of that
campaign he was left in command of Michigan,
with his beadquarters at Detroit, and almost

immediately was appointed Civil Governor of |
the Territory. In 1514 he was associated with

General Harrison in & commission to treat with

the Indians who had been hostile to the United '

Staies during the war. During eighteen years
his munagement of Indian affairs was governed
by remarkable wisdom and prudence, He
negotiated twenty-two distinet treaties, secur-
ing tho cession to the United States by the va-
rious tribes of the immense regions of the
Northwest, instituted surveys, constructed
roads, and, in short, set in motion all the mae-
ch nery of civilized government. In Janu-
ary, 1815, he was elected 10 the United
States Senate from Michigan, which place
he resigned on his nomination in May,
848, as Democratic candidate for the Presi-
dency. After the' election of his opponent,
General Taylor, he was, in 1849, re-elected
to the Senate for the unexpired portion of his
original term of six years.
a second term of six years from March, 1851, he

|

|

|

EDGERTON'S TART TALK.

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT
—ACCUSED OF PLAYING FALSE,

The Deposed Civil Service Commissioner
Accuses Cleveland of Piaying False with
the Mugwumps in Order to FPlease the
Democrats.

[Washington special telegram.| -

Judge A. P, Edgerton, who was recently re-
moved from the office of Civil-Service Commis-
sioner, has written an open letter to the Presi-
dent. He says among other things :

“I was indebted to you for the only appointive
office I ever held. You now declare by yourown
action that you regret the appointment. I with
equal right can say that I regret the acceptance.
Your regret was never made known to me by
you in aay word or utterance or action until
now, at the close of your administration and on
the .day b fore Imny removal. Of course, if you
believed me unfit for 1he position or neglectful
of duty, you should havs removed me long ago,
but I presume thers were prudential political
reasons why {:on did not make the removal un-
til after the election. In this regard it would

B

JUDGE EDGERTON,

almost seem a8 if you were willing to plav false
wich the mugwumys to enable you to win with
t! e Democrats. And here permit me to define
the term mugwump as referring to a class of
yo:tical reformers who have the spirit of 1ef-
ormation without the commion sens2 and good
Judgment to reform, a3 refcrms are not effected
by unjust personal denunciation, but by reason.

“The resuit of the election placed you in a
dilemma from which tew people would have
known how to extricate themselves. You found
& man ou )our hands whow the mugwumps had
declared war upon, an enemy to their civil-
service reform theories, and your plan of becom-
ing their representative in the future would be
weakened or defeated if an assurance of your
fidelity to their cause could not be seeured. Ac-
cordingly, it appears that you decided upon the
removal of the head of the commission, and,
deeming Mr. Thompson a good enough mug-
wump- for them, you therefore demand:d mv
resigunation that you might appoint him, ap-
parently as an atonement for your previous in-
action,

“Mr, President, with due courtesy to the high
office you held, allow me to'say that you are n
very peculiar man, a positive man; positively
wrong or positively right, and therefore an un-
safe man to trust; and that element in your
cuaracter I believe led to your defeat. Pope
says: ‘The mosc positive men are the most
credulous, since they most believe themselves
and advise most with their fellow-fiatterers and
worst enemies.” Being one of that kind of posi-
tive men yourself, you have kep. some men of
like character around you who are positive only
in their malace and conceit. They flatter you
and bave the conzeit that would me=nify
themselves and the malignity that would
detract jrom others. Juvenal says: ‘There
is nothing a man will not believe
in his own favor.” You were credulous enough
to believe that you were e 'ected President by the
mugwumps, and, therefore, you ‘?ermlt,t,ad them
to malign your real friends and to flatter you
into a policy which led to your defeat. You are
& man who would not permit your real friends
to admonish you with ireedom and confidence,
and as a result you have suffered for the want
of friends, and your wrocked an* wretched
greatne-s has discovered that there is no true
success in life without the power and blessing
of frijendship. You believe that your w'll and
power to enforce it was above all powers, but
the will of the people expressed in u constitu-
tional way has taught you that there was a
wiser and better way than that chosen by you.

“Having sworn to support the civil-service
law it has been my constant eflort to do so; but
I never did swear to support & mugwump inter-
pretation of it, based on a monstrous assum-
tion that the commission was independent of
law. How many poor unfortunates have been
denied the advantages and benefits of the
law by questions never contemplatzd by it, and
how many expenses have been incurred through
unnecessary and devious requirements and
p{twtices, it is not my purpose at this time to
state.

“You will be censured and condemned because
you put no trust in your own party, but believed
yourself to be better than your own and greater,
than all parties. You have ascertained that the
many are not made for the one. You can find
a8 many reasons for removing me as the Demo-
cratic party, through an indiflerence which was
simply retaliatory, had for removing you. I
shall be quite willing to remain with you in the
gloom of defent.”

The Judge then gives his understanding of the
civil-service law, and alluding to his removal
Bays:

“1 do,not ask you to give any reason for this
act. I know, and so do you, that the only one
you could give would be that it was your will,
for if you altempted to give any other your own
previous words would prove it to be untrue. In
my interviews with you before the remo al you
expressly disclaimed having any rsason for it
except my refusal to resign to enable] you to
make Mr. Thompson's nomination.

“I can point to another removal than mine,
beyond a parallel, to go down through history
when I shall be forgotten. Before I do so, let
me yefer, as proof of your ignorance of public
opinion and not of your indifferencs to it, to
what you say in the Sun article of Mr. Burnes,
of Missouri, as one not guilty of the annoyance
to which you were subjec:ed by the country
members of Congress introducing to you their
constituents, because he alwavs yresented his
constituents at public receptions. If Mr, Burnes
were living he could tell you another reason,
which he often toid to others, that he had been
rudely treated by you, and had no respect for
you personally, and ascribed the defeat of the
Democratic party to your ignorauce of it. It
was necessary that you sho1id make some such
expldnation for your attack upon the ‘way-
back’ mewbers, but you were unfortunate in
the selection of your witness—one of the abless
and noblest legislators in Congress.

“But to the case of removal, which must be-
come an important part of the history of the
country. 1 was on the floor of the House of
Representatives during the time the votes of
the Electoral College were counted and heard the

. announcement of the resrult—thut Benjamin

Being re-elected for |

still continued a prominent Democratic candi- |

dat - for the Presidency, bu: in 1852, as in 1544,

he was unsuccessful. This defeat terminated

Gen. Cass’ aspirations for the Chief-Magistracy

and be remained a member: of the Senate until
the expiration of his term.

In 1857, when !

Harrison was duly elected President of the
United States ; but the words that burned deep
through the emplLy boxes of the administration
could not be ofticially added, though known to
be true, in place of Grover Cleveland, removed.’
By whom, and for what cause removed? The

. answer is now being made in every home, in

Mr Buchanan entered upon his administration, |
Gen. Cass acoepted the office of Secretary of |

State. President Buchanan's message denying
the existenco of any power in the Constitution

Stale wagmot openly disapproved by Mr. Cass |

in the Cabinet meeting where
he reasserted the Jacksonian
of 1832-383, and when Mr.
refused to re-enforce:  Mayj.

and reprovision Fort Sumter he prompily re-

rinciples
uchanan

career of fifty-six years’ duration. During the
civil war his sympathies were with the naiional
arms and it was a great satisfaction to him
to bhim that his life was spared to see the ulti-
mate triumph of the Government over & rebell-

it was
first read. Eight days afterward, however,

Anderson

ion that for a time th eatened its existence,

(Gen, Cass died at Detroit in 1866,

every business in the land, and history will in-
scribe it upon all its records.”

Judge kdgerton criticises the conduct of one
of the other Commissioners, without mention-

, ing his name, and concludes as follows:
by which the General Government can coerce a |

“I am justified in stating one single fact of
mischievous distrust and wrong-doing on the
part of a ‘commissioner in charge.” Collector
Magone, of New York, addressed to me a ‘per-
sonal’ leiter, thus marked on the envelope, the
postage paid, no indication that it couldp be of-
ficial, on the inside also marked °personal,’ and

1 ; ! Fox i this Jetter was opened and read by the ‘commis-
signel. His resignation ierminated 'a public !

sioner in charge’ and forwarded to the other
commissioner, then in Boston, and by him an-
sweraed before the letter was sent to me, then at
home in the West. ¥rom such sources as this
have come nearly allof the attacks upon me,
and, I doubt not, most of the misrepresenta-
ticns of my opinions made to you. Whether
they had any influence is questionable.”




