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Chicago, Feb. 23, 1899.
A more earnest, thoughtful, interested and

hopeful body of men never asaemb.ed in this

. great city of conventions than were the 1.000
representatives who opened the Tariff Reform

Conference in Central Music Hall on Tuesday of
this week, and ad.oumed yesterday. The as-

semblage represented every degree of opposi-
tion to the protective system, and was com-

posed of poTticians. labor-reformers, writers,

teachers, and business men from seventeen

States. The mention of President Cleveland’s

name was loudly applauded, and when the read-

ing of his letter began the applarse continued
for a minute and broae out again at ths conclu-
sion.

Mr. John Z. White, Corresponding Secretary
of the American Tariti-Keform League, called

the assembly to order, read the call, and intro-
duced Mr. E. Burritt Smith, of Chicago, wno

was selected by the Committee on Arrange-
ments for Temporary Chairman. Mr. Smith, in

taking the gavel, t aid in port:
“We believe the time has come to press home

to the American people the inquir/ whether a

man is free who is required to pay taxes to his

neighbor; that the time is at hand when the

tariff is to he revised by those who do not enjoy
the peculiar privileges of its friends, by those
who will have no reason to sacrifice the taxes

on whisky and tobac o in order to perpetuate
its abuses, by those who hold that the great
power of taxation should on y he used for pub-
lic purposes and not for the creation and main-
tenance of a wealthy socialistic class.

“The net result is a tar*if for protection with
incidental revenue ; in other words, a tariff for

private gain with inei itntal public revenue.

' "The stupenduous tariff rates of the war (in

many cases increased) remain. Kovenue taxes

of all kinds, except on whisky, tobacco and

sugar, have disappeared, and these exceptions
are seriously threatened by the great paity of
moral ideas, ‘fat’ and ‘floaters in blocks of five.’
After much revision of the tariff by its friends

most of our national taxes are not only unequal
and unjust, but they have not even the merit of

being levied for public purposes. In the course

¦ of your proceedings we sha 1 lay before you
some definite plans for advancing the werk of

the league.’’
The secrotnry then read the letter of Presi-

dent Cleveland. It said:

“Executive Mansion, Washington, D. C.
t

(

January 24. j
“John Z. White, Esq., Secretary American

Tariff Reform League:
“Dear Sir : I have received the invitation of

the American Tariff Reform Leaguo to be pres-
ent at the convention of tariff reformers to be
held in the city of Chicago on the 19th, 20th and
21st of February, 18-19.

“1 have alsoreccivod the circular of the league
accompanying ibis invitation, in which the

object and purposes o: the j reposed convention
are specifically set forth.

“The scheme of practical and efficient work
described therein meets with my hearty ap-
proval, and i remisss, if honestly adhered to,
the most valuable aid in the furtherance of a

cause which is vei-y dear to the interests and

w lfare of our people. The danger which we

have to guard against is the misleading of our

countrymen by specious theories, cunniDgly
¦ contrived, and falsely offering to the people
relief from personal burdens and the legitimate
expenses necessary to secure the benefits of
benefic nt rule under the sanction of free insti-
tutions.

“The declared purposes of your league willnot
be attained until all those instructed in the
economic question which is now pressed upon
their attention are freed from all sophistries and
clouding fallacies and until the subject of tariff
reform is presented to them as a topic involving
the relief of the plain p ople of the land in their
homes from useless and unjust expenses.

“The question is a simple and plain one, and
needs but to be fairly presented to bo under-
stood.

“It is the positive duty of your organization to

guard the people agains deceptiou.
"My extreme interest in the work which your

league has undertaken, and in the expressed
objects of the proposed convention, would lead

me to accept your invitation if it were possible
to do so. But my public duties here positively
prevent such acceptance.

“Hoping that the convention will be very suc-

• cessful, and withan earnest wish for the pros-

perity and success of your league in its efforts
to enlighten and benefit the people, I am yours
very truly, Gicover Cleveland.”

Mr. Catlin, of the Committee on permanent
Organization, aunouncjff the selection of ex-

Gov. J. hterliug Morton for Permanent Chair-
man. Stepping forward with a valiant air, Mr.
Morton suid he would rather preside o/er the
convention which he believed represented hon-
est principles than to be Chairman of a national

political convention. “The conservation of all

human affairs,’’ said he, “is in the principles we

represent. We are not here to engage in the

jugglery of diction, but to put into potent action

—piincipies. It shall be our province to state
the trutn t o the people, and tnat is that It is

nnjust to tax all of us for the benefit of a few of
us. The tariff has been formed for robbery.
It must be reformed for revenue or repealed for

justice. The ideal of to-day shall be the real of
to-morrow. ”

?The other officers of the convention are:

?Vice- 1residents: Charles W. Deering, Illi-

nois; Horace White, New York; Henry A. Rob-

inson, Michigan; Enoch Hurpole, Kansas ;E. W.

Judd, Massachusetts; S. W. Wilbains, Indiana;
Jesse Metcalf, Rhode Island; R. B. Kirkland,
Wisconsin; Gov. Simon B Buckner, Kentucky;
K. G. Harger, Iowa; E. M. Wilson, Minnesota;

¦ James D. Hancock, Pennsylvania; J. Lawrence

Dunham, lonnecticut; riarbert Boggs, New
¦ Jersey,- and J. Q. Smith, Ohio.

Secretaries : Arenas W. Thomas, Texas ; Wal-
ter H. Page, Massacheusetts, J. Lawrence Dun-
ham. Connecticut, and John Z. White and W.
E. Theme, Illinois.

Charles K. l.add, of Illinois, addressed the
¦convention.

he began by o
vserving that a contest was

going on between the laboring many and the

craltyf9w. The issues to-day were the same

• as the issues of 1860. The masses were con-

tending against a money aristocracy. Lor the
last twenty-tive years the country had been

nothing but a great junk-shop, full of slave-

¦ chains, broken bayonets, and polished brass

buttons. When a tax bill was presented for pay-
: ment th 9 politician would harangue the people

and ray: “Didn't we save tne country ? Diun’t
the war cost something?” The flattered voters

would swell up with a consciousness of having
saved the country and give their votes to sus-
tain the schemers.

The speaker said the country adjoining the

town in which he lived was as beautiful and
fertile as any in the world. The people were

honest and thrifty, and yet during the last win-
ter more auction sales and extensions of inter-

¦ est had been made than in any previous year.
The debts for which the sales had been made
were due men who twenty-five years ago were

not worth a dollar and who had grown rich off
the taxes of a “protetive” tariff. A merchant

: in Canada had told him that he had sold Amer-
ican axes for twenty years in competition with
Canadian axes, although he had been obllgod to

pay a duty upon them of $2 a dozen, and yet
the tariffites said that a duty must be levied in

order that Americans might be able to make

¦ ax«rS at all. In conclusion Mr. Ladd said the

• convention should be named the “emancipation
convention” rather than a tariff-reform con-

vention.

Gov. Buckner said that a President had just
been elected by fraudulent votes and that he
was about to go to Washington to inaugurate
an administration whose chief purpose was to

; perpetuate an odious system or taxation for the
benefit of a class. He believed, however, that
free trade had only received a check and that

¦’•the movement would gather such momentum

withinfour years as would gain victory in 1892.
Mr. Sherman began by saying that slavery was

! robbery,) though John C. Calhoun had been hon-
• est in his belief in it. Protection was robbery,

though many are honestly deluded by it. “Pro-
tection is the enemy of the farmer,” said he.
“The protectionist pats the farmer on the back

¦ and says : ‘ What you want is a market. Cut
off the market you have now and we willgive
you another market, which you will pay for.’

Therefore, my dear farmer, to increase the com-

petition of those who have to sell, begin by re-

ducing one-half the competition you already
have. Shut out everybody else and you willin-
crease the competition at home. These people
across the water don’t pay you enough, and
therefore we willcut ia half what you already

. get.’
“The government,which is the manufacturers,

just taka Wl oat ol every 6103 and puts it in ita

pocket. The farmer gets 653, or just aa much
more as the part is greater than the whole. See t

It you don t tae farmer does, lor he outvotes you
every time."

Mr. Shearman gave some statistics by whieh
it was apparent that the protected market only
bought a per cent, of the farm products. Pro-
tection was also the deadly foe of shipping, Mr.
Shearman said. It was destructive to the man-

ufacturers. Every time a new duty was laid a

new set of foreigners were transplanted to

this country to lower the wages of American
workmen. Mr. Sh armau gave figures to show

that oulv forty-four of the f.UOJ children in the
north Michigan mining region were American
bom.

“finally, I am agunst protection," said he.
“because it is the enemy of humanity. It sets

one workingman against another. It sets class

against class, and it is at the root of all the

laboring troubles of our society. Send this

whole selfish and devti-inspireu system down
to hell, and let it no longer sully this fair land."

The convention thereupon adjourned for the

day.
The third day of the convention was marked

by an interesting debate between ihe radicals
and thi conservatives. The discussion was

precipitated in the middle of the afternoon ses-

sion by the unexpected presentation of a report
by the Committee on Resolutions. George A.
Clark had just ended his paper upon “Leather,
and the Effect of the Protective Tariff Upon It,”
when ihe venerable James D. Hancock, of

Pennsylvania, chairman of the committee,
claimed the a’.tent on of the convention, and

read the io.lowing declaration:
"1. We hold tnat it is ths natural right of

every man to freely exchange his labor or the

product of his laoor to the best advantage. We

declare ourselves unalterably opposed to the so-

cailed protective system unddemand the prompt
abrogation of all protective features from the
tariff.

"2. We believe the Amoricau nation willreach

its full measure of prosperity only by enacting
at the earliest day practicable such legislation
as will apply the Aintiicaa principle of free

trade between the States to Uie United States

in its relations to the world.”
Tne following supplementary resolutions ac-

companied the report:
~J.uxolved, That t. e Chairman shall appoint a

committee of nine, which committee shall pre-

pare an address to the public as soon as practi-
cable, which Buall conform and be limited to tho

principles in these resolutions announced.

"Htibulvcd, That said committee of nine is

hereby empowered and requested to perfect

plans for propagating the principles in these

resolutions announced and jilana tor such fur-

ther organiza.ion and co-operation of existing
organizations as may seem practicable and ad-

vantageous.’’
The Committee on Resolutions, about evenly

made up ot pronounced free-traders and taritt-

for-re\enue men, had wrestled over the abbre-

viate report for live hours. Each of the twen-

ty-one men cn the committee had marched to

the meeting at the Iroquois Club rooms with

pockets stuffed full of “plans of propagauda,
’”

resolutions against trusts, lulminations against
protection, Ueclaratisns approving President

Glove and's administration, and expressing ail

the views upon tariff leiorrn from a mild modi-

fication of the present protective system to ab-

solute froe trade.

After speeding an hour in sorting over the

papers ths m. mbci-s of tho committee settled

down to a tussle over the real point or divergence
—free trade or tariff taxes for is ten io. Henry
George, Bro, nice of Michigan, Bowser of i\ew

York, and Davis of Ohio were stienuous for

free trade, while Chairman Hancock, Bleike of

Illinois, and Lehman of lowa champioued a

declaration for a modified tariff lor govern-
mental expenses. The discussion went on until

n on and was resumed at i o'clock. It was

finally determined as a compromise to offer the

report in two parts, so that it might be conve-

ne ntlydivided.

The reading over, a dozen delegates jumped
' to tneir feet and, ranging theuiseives in front
of the Chairman like pickets on a fence, en-

dea ored to catch his eye. Byron G. Stout, of

Michigan, was the first picket to engage atten-

tion. “Since the last election,” said he, “1 have

been convinced that the protective tariff is tho

greatest fraud ever perpetrated u pon the Ameri-

can people. lam in lavorof no tariff at alj, and

, I am in favor of all the resolutions save tue

last..’’

Mr. J. B. Jones, of Chicago, came next. “I
am veiy ¦willing to becallel a free-trader," said
he. “Ihemis ake daring tbe last campaign was

that we were ashamed to be called free-traders.
But I am opposed to the resolutions because

they would pi event the raising of revenues by
import duties.”

A suggestion of dividing th 3 resolutions was

agreed to.

A viva-voce vote was then taken upon the
first section of the resolutions. Every one was

in favor of it except an individual under the

balcony, who brawled "No" at the top of his
voice.

The debate was rdsumod upon the second

part of the resolution.

“I believe in raising a revenue first by taxing
the luxuries,” said lvlr. Eugene M. Wilson, of

Minnesota, upon obtaining recognition. “But
what does this resolution mean? it mean * the

takuig od liquor nnd tobacco all import duties,
and lam against doing that. I believe that the

adoption of the resolution would check the

progress of tariff reform. What this convention

ought to do is to declare for a taritf for revenue

omy.”
Mr. Wilson sat down amid howls of derision

from the radicals and applause from the con-

servatives.

“Yes," cried Col. C. S. Cameron of Chicago,
“we are hero to oppose not a tarifffor purposes
of taxation but a tariff for protection. We want

to take the taxes from the necessaries of life

and to draw the expenses of the Government
from luxuries.

”

Mr. W. S. Forrest of Chicago: “I represent
eleven delegates of the Iroquois Club in this
convention. We cannot vote for that resolu-

tion. That means direct taxation. You said
you would go with us so far as we went, and then

go further. This is the time for us to stop. I
want to fight under the bunuor of Grover Cleve-
land in 1892. You are to understand that if you
adopt his resolution we do not go with you."

William Gleeson of Chicago said the laboring
men and mechanics of tbe country would sup-

port the boldest free trade declaration. He was
not affrighted by the spec;or of direct taxation.

“In my country,” shouted a man from Massa-
chusetts, “there are thousands of men who are

just hanging in the balance. I want them to

come to us. The resolution will drive them
back. I’m against it."

The Rev. Hugh Pentecost, an independent
preacher to three congrega: ions in New York

and one of the striking figures of tbe conven-

tion, began to speak. "The Democratic party,"
said he, "tried to down the devil on a platform
of tariff ‘reform’ and the devil beat them. Gen-

tlemen, you may fight the Republicans upon
that platform until you fall into your graves.
The Republicans are consistent, organized, and

sternly fighting for a principle. You cannot boat
them by admitting the partial truth of their

position.
“This tariff question is not simply a question

of expediency. It is a question of right and

wrong. Ifit is right to lay a tariff it should be
done. If it is wrong it should not be done.
Gen. Harrison said that free-traders were men

of maxims and not of markets. If he meant
that we were theorists it may be as well to re-

mind him now that theorists ha e always led

the world, and not the men who peddled the
markets. Ho who reads history knows that he

who has a principle is always right. Let this
convention strike the key-noie of the next cam-

paign. Cleveland said ; ‘They may defeat me,

but I must speak that which is in my soul.’
We may be defeated once, but the next tima we

willmake the right xvin
”

Horace White, of New York, called the atten-
tion of the convention to the provision in the
constitution which provides for tho laying of di-
rect taxes upon the States in proportion to their
population, dree 1 rode meant direct taxation,
ana that could not be. 1

Mr. Croasdale, of New York, said: “I want

this convention to notify the Democratic party
that in this country there are men who know
what they believe. We will declare the truth
and ithe whole truth. We are n t responsible
for the cowardice of the Democratic party.”

“Leaving theories and coming to facts," said
Mr.Winslow, of Wisconsin, “the delegates of the
Wisconsin Tariif-Reform League who are in this
convention canno vote for the resolution. It is

against our constitution.”
Mr Galloway, of Boston, said the convention

was not political, butter the purpose of getting
an opression of opinion pppn a qnesti n of

principle. Others who joined in the discussion
were F. W. Lehmann, of Des Moines; J. K.

Boyesen, Clinton r urbish, C. S. Darrow and
Gen. Leib, of Chicago; Mr. Field, of <‘hio, and

C. F. McDougal. of Handforth, 111. Cries for
the question were now gro ing frequent and
tumultuous. Several gen I men were on the
floor at once clamoring ior raco- nitiun. Motions

for a postponement of the vote were made and
with n.

The meeting was in an uproar when Henry
George pressed forward to the space in front of

the stage There vu very great cheering, but

one or two adventurous opponents obje ted.
Chairman Morton, however, said Mr. George
might spsak. taid Mr. George:

*T support this clause as a matter of prin-
ciple and a matter of policy. I represent the

Tree-Trade Club of New York, and I am a free-

trader . Yes, I au in favor of free trade— fro!
free! FREE! unrestrlc ed trade! To-day pro-
tective tariffs aro prohibited by our constitu-
tion and the only way hey are maintained is

under the guise of a tariff for revenue. A pro-
tective tariff is robbery, a tariff for revenue is

Swindling. We wan equity; a square basis of

p iuciple upon which we can plant ourselvea
We want to go before the American people and
show that all tariffs are wrong. Let us sweep
away all the taxes.

“As a mere matter of policy I believe we ought
to take this step. The free-trade fight will not

go on unless we do. The Uuited States is not

England. We are governed by different condi-
tions and we must make a broad sweep. Lit
us make a fight ou principle. Let the politi-
cians make tb compromises. All we have to

do is to raise the standard and carry it forward.
The politicians will follow after soon enough.”

The Chairman resolutely suppressed others
who wanted to speak and put the question.
Tremendous roars ior and against went up, the

spectators, carried away by the contagious en-

thusiasm, joining in the clamor.

“The second part of the resolution is lost,"
shouted the Chairman.

The tariff-reform men congratulated each oth-

er, and an adjournment was voted untilevening.
In the evening the parterres of upturned faces

rose from parquet to topmost gallery. Central
Musio Hall was packed to hear Henry George.
Mr. George was cheered as he took the platform.
In part he said:

“When I was a little boy I once asked a big
man, ’How is it that people can charge them-
selves taxes and yet gee rich at it?’ ‘Sh! you re

only showing your ignorance,’ he replieff. Every-
body else was a proiec ionise, and so I became a

protec ionist. 1 went to a debating society one

night and in tbo talk all the arguments forfree
trade were bunched up together, and all at ouce

the absurdity of protection flashed upon me. I
was pressed to say somothiug, and, hesitatingly,
I aid say: ‘Well, I was a protectionist when 1

came in diere, but Ifear I am going to be a free

trader.’ lama free trader. If protection is a

good thing lor the United Htatos why isn’t it a

good thing for a State, and if a good thingfor a

State why not for a county? Where are you
going to stop? Why not protect the family?
Why not hire your own labor, keep your own

goods, and protect the ‘hone’ market?

"The trading peoples have always been tho ad-

vanced! people. Trade! It is but la mode of

production. Is it not trade that knits people
together, breaks down prejudices, and extin-

guishes the vile of kindred peoples ? I

am a free-trader. I glory in it because in all

things i love freedom. I believe the right to

freely trade is as sacred as any other right, and,
as the declaration of independence says, a right
is inalienable, it can never be abrogated by the

edic sos kings or the laws of parliaments or

congresses. To take it away, is robbery. They
call protection an American system. There is

nothing American about it. Tree trade is Am-

erican. lam an American. 1 used to be proud
ot it. Now lam tired of it. What havelwe to be

proud of? Is itbecause we have a big country?
Bid we make the country.

”

He asked why it was that this country, so

rich and great, so fertile and prosperous, filled
with au active, hone .t people, could not com-

pete with any in iho world?

Mr. Dnrro.v said rhat the na ural vages of a

man are what his strength and cuntiin ; a e able

to gather from the elements or nature. There-

lore, whatever adds to a man’s ener. y and skill
aitiß to his wa es. The constant endeavor has

been to obtain the greatest amount fer the
smallest expenditure of time and strougth.
This desire leads to oxchange of products,
which adds to tho wages or the produce:. A pro-
tective tari.x is a tax levied on foieign goods,
high enough to either keep ilienioutor to enable

the home producer to ob uin more for his arti-
cles than if he sold them in the open markets of

tae world. This restriction of trade reduced

wages.

Captain Codman talked upon American ship-
ping. He announced hhnseif as he man who
was said to receive *s,uou a year from tue Cob-

den Club to oppose the tariff.

Mr. J. S. Burrows of Nebraska, President of
the Farmers’ National Alliance, m ide un earnest

plea lor tariff reform and tax reduction, after

which the convention adjourned.
Thu third and last day of the convention wit-

nessed little diminution in tLe attendance or in

tue interest taken in the work ot tho conference.

Mr. J. H. Raymond opened proceedings by read-

ing the report ot the Committee on Resolutions,
suomitting the following jjroposLions, with the
recommendation that tuey ha considered in the

order in whl ;h tbev appear:
“Rewived, That the Chairman of this conven-

tion ah«ll appoint a committee of pine, which

committee Hnall prepare an address to the pub-
lic as soon as practicable, wh ch sball touiorm

to and be limited to t. e principles in th.se

resolutions announced, fecund, tue committee

also submits and moves the adoption of tho fol-

lowing :

“Re-solved, That the said committee of nine is

hereby empowered and required to perfect and

prosecute plans for propagating the principles
in theso resolutions announced, an l plans lor

such further organization and co-operation of

existing organi ations as they may deem prac-
ticab e and advantageous."

As first read these resolutions did not contain

the words “and prosecute." but they were subse-

quently incorporated and the whoip adopted.
Mr. Foster, of Indiana, was glad the conven-

tion had come to a point where they seemed

willing to stop talking and begin sawing wood.

He had been flying low, but wanted now to get
to work on the practical matures. “Til. re are

men here," he suid, “who have talked from the
tail-boards of farm wagons and tbe exalted

heights of dry-goods boxes. VVe of Indiana pro-

pose to go borne and go to work, We fougut in

tho last election against the world, the flesh,
Dudley, andt e devil, but we were not whipped.
We won a victory, but itwas stolen from us.

We ought to have a report before w.< go homo."

R. R. Bowker read the following resolution,
which was adopted by a unanimous rising vote :

“Resolver], Tnat we honor President Cleveland

for his brave, manly and statesmanlike course

in making tariff refoim the issue before the

people ; we see in the increas -d popular majori-
ty which that issue won for him, and in the in-

crease of his vote in the industrial centers, as-

surance of the earlv triumpu of ‘the people’s
cause,’and we pledge ourselves to Increasing
agitation until that triumph is won."

Henry \v. Lamo, of Massachusetts, then ad-
dressed ibo con.ention on the subject of tho

tin-plato duty. The high-tariff leaders, ho said,

proposed to double the pre eat duty on tin

plate, which is 1 cent per pound, or 3i percent.
No tin plates are made in this country, but
about 300,090 tons are imported annually. The
tax paid to the UniteJ Snute-t Treasury, which

does not know xvhat to do with the money, is, at

ts2o per ton, §>(J,090,0 0. Tne tin-plate men ad-
vance the money, but before Itcomes back it
has grown to .Mu,000,000. Who pays this im-
mense sum representing dutissand interest?

I don’t want to give away any trade secrets,
but Itell y. u plainly that you do. Thus the

grave proposilioa is to make the people pay to

supply their wants at lea-t ¦r'O.cOO.oOj a year
more than they pay now and at least 01‘2,u0u,0;0
more than tney ought to pay In order that a few
individuals may make great fortunes.

Mr. Stout, of Michigan, made au (ippeal for
the abolition insteado ro iuciionof tat on tin.

Rev. Hugh O. Pentecost, of New York, at-

tacked protection as a superstition, biefaciug
his more format remarks, he said :

“We of New York are radical freetraders.
We were g'ad to have heard the ab’e and inter-

esting donate of yesterday, for it was educa-
tional. As to the decision o? the convention, I
desire to say that here whs n whins in it dis-
turb the mefberi of the New York delegation.
We are not suikers in our tents when there is
work to be done.”

Con.inuiug, he in part said: “Look at our

splendid factories Splendid on the outside I

Splendid In everything but the degradation of
the worn in and children who work in them. If

your protective tariff is responsible for your
paiaces, it is also responsible for tbe slaves
who work in them. Tne only way to treat a

fetich is to insult it. If yon have the courage
to insult the superstition of protection you will
win the battle. President Cleveland had the

courage to slap it in the faca. He did not have
the courage to take au ax and chop it to pieces,
or perhaps he had too much political saga Tty,
but he had the courage to slap it in the face,
and this convention has given the superstition
a good, vigorous kick.”

The full .wing geutlemen were named as the
committee of nine to pr< pare nnd send out the

public documents on tariff reform: Horace

White, New York; J. Sterling Morton, Nebraska;
David A. Wells, Connecticut; Franklin ac-

Veagh, Illinois ; J. Q. Mnith, Ohio; Byron Stow,
Michigan; E W. Judd, Massacuusett s ; Samuel
E. Morse, ndiana. and Eugene Wilson, Minne-

sota. The committee can add to 1 s number at

any time it so elects.

The convention then adjourned sine die.

A uleasant conclusion to the convention was

the dinner at the Palmer House on Thursday
evening. Covers were laid for 2-0. Mr. Morton,
the permanent chairman of the convention, pre-
sided at the feast. Near him sat Gen. Walter

Newberry, Mr. James B. Kavmond, E. Burritt

Smith, aud Robert D. McFadon, Chicago men;
Byron G. Stout, Michigan; the Rev. Hugh O.
Pentecost. New York; Aretas W. Thomas,
Texas, and others from abroad.

Mr, Morton's acceptance of the Chairman-

ship bad ser red in a fashion to bottle his elo-

quence during the exciting debates. He made a

hit as toastmaster. “Acorns are on tho free
list of the Senate bill,"said he, when the board
was cleared, “itis a great consolation to us
who live on the treeless plains to kuow it.
It is a step in the rigut direction. Our

descendants, I suppose, four or five hun-

dred years hence, snail sit under th ¦ shade
of noble oaks. I was in Mexico a few weeks ago.
A stage driver named fluttering Joe drove me

into a little mining town—a mere bunch ot tent*

—named San Marco. I had for supper the only
eggs in the oiggin s. Stuttering Jos came in as

I p.oked my teeth.
“ ‘What did you have for supper, Joe?" called

out a comrade; ‘broiled ohickeu, eh?’
“ ‘N-n-o, but I had the u-next th-th-thing to it.

The m-man b-before me had eggs.’
"We may not have free lumber, but we have

the next best thing—free acorns," added Mr,
Morton. “There is a duty on salt of 12 cents a

hundred in packages aud 8 cents a hundred in
bulk. Tbe only salt now on the free list I
believe is Capt. Cod man."

After a neat little speech from Capt. Codman
Mr. Lewis Post, one of the New Yorkers and a

single-tax man, talked. “We would not be with

you here to-night if we did not think
that the Democratic party was gradually com-

ing into line not only for free trade but for
our peculiar ideas.” Mr. Post said he- oould
not leave without explaining in some degree his

position. He did so, aud in closing said: “My
little girl wound up her prayer the morning I
left New York with ‘Good-by, God, were goin’ to

Chicago.’ I feel like savin.-.’, in leaving Chicago
to-nignt: ‘Good-by, Goa.’

*

Mr. R. R. Bowkor, and the Rev. Hugh O.

Pentecost, of the New Yorx party, briefiy re-

ferred to the pleasure they had experienced in
the convention and to the hoDeful future of
tariff reform.

Mr. Owen Lovejoy, of Princeton, 111., was

called for. He said : “I suppose all of you, like

myself, supported Grover Cleveland on the issue

of tariff reform, and I am not sorry for it.

Giover Cleveland did not go btekward. I do
mg kuow wuether the Democratic party is going
backward or not, but 1 want to say that ii tho

Democratic party does go backward some other

party willarise to carry the cause of fro» trade

forward. Let us write on our banner, ‘No foot-

steps backward,’aud as sure ns justice will

eventually prevail, we ahull triumph In the
assertion of tne doctrine in which we believe.”

Hon. Byron G. Stout, of Miobigan, made one

of ths best speeches of tbeovmmg. Ho said,
among other things:

“Andrew Carnegie has written a book entitle!,
‘Triumphs of Democracy.' Strauge book to be
written by a protectionist, for the tiiumpns of

Democracy have been in spite of tho protection
thnt has weighed us down as with a weight un-

bearuole. What we are to-day, and wliat v. e hojK)
to bo in our progress of the future, has been in

spite of those weights that ha\e stood in the

way and path of our progress. It is noticeable
that tho groat jirogress of tho world is ou a

usual line of latitude, and wo a o upon that lati-
tude of progress. We see tho growth of those
elements of power, and the cevolopmeut of

them in the Western trade of tlio old wr.rld,
wnicu lias i otn drawn and plant d hr power in
our own world. Wo see the great wheel of prog,
ress from the Atlantic to tho Pacific, in ttie

valley of ths Mississippi, tho valley of the
bieirus—all filled withtho enterprise of active

men, and to-day the great lino of traffic and
travel and progress is turning southward, and it
is beating against the Pacific slope, and it runs

througn nilthat channel that separates tho two

oceans, as well as tho channel that connects the
two continents. The restless tide of etnpiie is

m ivlng.
“IfImay be permittoil to speak pro vlueially, I

would say there are few States in our Union
that have a more thriving industry than has the

State of Michigan. We have our lumber and onr

salt, our wheat and our wool, our iron and cur

copper, almost unbounded in supply, and jet
from the simple fact, that we cannot manufact-
ure that copper and that iron here as cheaply aa
across the water, we onlv set the profit <n
the first sale of the raw material. W'e wish a

different policy inaugurated; but onr pubffo
men nre chained to that idol of protection. We
have two Senators in Congress, botli of th3m

monopolists, both great Jumbor men, but ta e-

tiously I willsay thut one of them has prom-
ised, in tbo interests of tho developments of

agriculture, to send next year to Italy, and pro-
poses .o transplant macaroni plants, to grow
macaroni in Michigan. This is in the interest
of protection.”

A Plea for Rugs.

Buga arc free from
many of the moat

aerioua objections to carpets, even

when they are fixed upon the floor,
which in our estimation they never

ought to be. It ia possible to wash

well all around them, to remove the

dust from the corners of the room, and
even under the edges of the rug itself.

But such a condition of affairs is still

far from satisfactory. There is always
more or less dirt about a stationary
carpet in any room that is much lived

in, and the housemaids in the

world cannot rid an immovable rug of

dust as readily on the floor as they
could off it. Carpets ought, as a mat-

ter of health, to be taken up once a

week, laid over a line, and thoroughly
beaten, but where is the household

where this rule is enforced ? The grow-

ing conviction of the superiority of

rugs to carpets is shown in the newest

houses, in many of which the floors are

expressly arranged with stained bor-

ders, a parquet flooring, which it is pos-
sible to leave entirely uncovered. What
a boon this is to persons of small

means ? Nothing eats into a small sum

of money for house-furnishing more

disastrously than a carpet. It is use-

less to buy a cheap one; cheap carpets
are never of any use, and the price of a

good one is a formidable consideration.

This is another argument in favor of

rugs—cheap rugs wear a great deal

better than cheap carpets, for the ob-

vious reason that they are not pulled
and stretched in every direction, and

only subjected to legitimate wear and

tear.

Longevity in Brain Workers.

Personal statistics singularly pojnt
out the fact that hard brain work and

unremitting intellectual labor neces-

sarily abbreviate life. Ifwe take poets,
we find that Rogers lived to be 93;
Sophocles, 90; Calderon, 87; Juvenal,
86; Anacreon, 85; Voltaire, 84; Metas-

tasio, 84; Euripides, 78; Goethe, 83;
Klopstock, 79; Wieland, 86; Lamar-

tine, 78; Beranger, 77; and Victor

Hugo, 83. Ifwe turn to philosophers
an<\ men of science, we find among onr

contemporaries M. Chevreul, the

French philosopher and chemist, who,
on the evening of his 100th birthday,
occupied the President’s box at the

opera; and if we look into the past, we

find the names of Fontenelle, who died

at 100; Hoyle (who wrote the treatise

on whist), at 98; Hobbes, at 92; Mor-
gagni, at 89; Hied, at 86; Dr. Heber-
den, at 90; Sir T. Watson, at 90 (?);
Sir William Lawrence, at 84; Rover-

Collard, at 82; William Harvefc, at 80;
Schelling, at 79; Cousin, at 76; ami,
greatest of all, Plato, at 82.

INDIANA LEGISLATURE.

A WEEK’S DOINGS OF OUR STATE

LAW-MAKERS.

Resolutions Offered Rills Introduced—

Some Passed and Others Defeated—A

Summary of the Proceedings.

Feb. 14.—The Andrews election bill,
embracing tbe princpal features of the

Australian law, passed the Senate. The

Supreme Court Commission bill was

discussed at length, and passed to its

thirdreading.
In tbe House a billwas passed making

eight hours constitute a legal day’s
work; also a bill making a separate
judical circuit of Clark and Floyd
counties.

Feb. 15.—The Pleasant school text-

book bill was discussed in the House,
aud referred to a select committee of

seven with instructions to report a

school-book bill on Monday. A bill

was passed providing for tbe election

by the General Assembly of three police
commissioners for cities having more

than 29,000 inhabitants. (Indianapolis
and Evansville.)

The Senate passed a billappropriat-
ing $75,000 for the use of Purdue Uni-

versity.
Feb. 18.—Bills making it a misde-

meanor to treat to drinks in a saloon,
regulating deposit and trust companies
and doubling the tax ou dogs were

passed to engrossment in the House.

Bills introduced: Providing for a

State Boiler Inspector; making general

appropriations. A billwas passed cre-

ating a sinking fund for Now Albany.
In tho Senate a civil-service bill was

introduced. Also, bills providing for

an extension of tho Capitol grounds and

regulating the conduct of foreign insur-

ance companies. A bill reducing tho

legal rate of interest from Bto 0 per
cent, was indefinitely postponed.

Feb. 19.—1 n tho Senate a high license

bill was indefinitely postponed. Bills

passed: Declaratory of the meaning of

the word “mining” as embracing petro-
leum aud natural gas; to authorize Boards

of Commissioners to negotiate and sell

bonds to completo court-houses in cer-

tain casos and etc.; to pay eight ex-trns-

tees of Clay County for moneys lost by
failure of a bank in which they depos-
ited public funds; concerning orphans’
homes and homes for destitute children.

In the House tho Foster fee and salary
billwas discussed at longth and passed

Bills passed: Depriv-
ing the Supreme Court reporter of fees

and fixing his salaay nt $4,000 per an-

num; abolishing tho office es President

of all the benevolent institutions aud

providing for tho election of a separate
and distinct board for each institution.

Feb. 20.—The bill creating the Su-

preme Court Commission was pussed in

the Senate under the previous question
rule enforced by the majority. Senator

Boyd then sought to bring up the bill

creating the departmeut of geol-
ogy, but Senator Johnson obtained tho

floor and a wrangled ensued. The Chair

allowed Senator Johnson live minutes,
which he devoted to scoring the major-
ity, denouncing the enforcement of the

rule which prevented tho minority fron

explaining their votes. , When the five

minutes expired the presiding officer in-

terrupted Johnson, who continued his

denunciations. Whereupon the Chair

ordered the roll called. Great confusion

and excitement prevailed and the Re-

publican Senators gathered about John-

son, who defiantly challenged any door-

keeper to seat him. For a time Vsfre©

fight seemed imminent, and when quiet
was restored it was announced that a

caucus of Republicans would be held

immediately after adjournment. It is

thought all the Republican Senators

may decide to resign their seats and

leave the Senate without a quorum. A

communication was received from tho

Governor urging an investigation of the

affairs of the Insane Asylum at Indian'

apolis. A joint resolution was adopted
to that effect.

In the House the following bills were

passed: To protect sheep husbandry; to

legalize the town of Rensselaer; to ap-

propriate $5,000 for the Soldiers’ Or-

phans’ Home; to create the Thirty- third,

Thirty-fifth, and Fiftieth Judicial Dis-

tricts; to legalize the acts of the Trus-

tees of the town of Boonville, Ind.; to

appropriate money to the Deaf and

Dumb Institute; to regulate insurance

companies.

A Fresh Masculine Craze.

The freshest masculine “craze” is the
tailless dress-coat. It is just what the

name describes —the regulation dress-

coat, minus the claw-hammer finish.

| The innovation is not followed on

strictly full-dress occasions, such as

weddings, large dinners, dances, and
the like; but it is permissible for even-

ing calls, operas, and even afternoon

teas. Now the tailless coat has been

known for some time abroad as the
“Cowes coat;” but now that it is finding
favor with us we distinguish it as the

“Tuxedo.” The “Tuxedo,” which is

similar to the dress-coat in front, but is

otherwise the counterpart of the or-

dinary sackcoat, is made of fine ribbed

black cloth; the rolled collar is of black

silk, and there are three pockets with-
out laps. With the “Tuxedo” is worn a

black-satin necktie, a black or white

low-cut vest, according to taste, aid a

low hat, which is a requisite accompani-
i ment. —Table Talk.


