
GOV. GRAY’S MESSAGE.

HE URGES CHANGES IN THE STATE

ELECTION LAWS.

A Voluminous Document Replete with

Statistics of Interest —His Views Upon

the White Cap Outrages—Varlcu i S'ate

Matters Commented Upon.
Gov. Gray’s final message was read to the

Legislature, in joint session, on Friday, the 11th

lust. In bis review of the financial condition

of the State he presented figures showing the

foreign debt to be $'2,381,820; the domestic debt, I
$4,388,783; and the total annual interest, s4l/,- j
236. He referred at length to the financial needs

of the State and recommended that the tax

rate be increased from 1-2 to 14 cents on each |
SIOO of property, and that the increase of ‘2 ;
cants should constitute a sinking fund for the j
payment of the public debt. He says that the t
State is paying 6 per cent, on this debt, which

it really owes to itself, and adds: “I have no

hesitancy in recommending that the sebool

fund bonds, amounting in the aggregate to $3,-
904,783.22, be paid and discharged, and the money
distributed to the counties in the manner here-

tofore provided by law for the distribution of

school funds, and that the same be loaned in the

manner now provided at the ra fo of 6 per cent, i
interest per annum. This would not reduce the i
revenues to the school fund and would leave a

large amount of money to be loaned to the peo-

ple at a fair rate of interest. The borrower

would then pay the interest on the school fund

instead of the taxpayers of the State, and the

State would save on account of interest sll7,- j
143.50 each year—a sum greater than the entire

expenses of a regular session of the General

Assembly.’’
Tho Governor rax resents the State educa-

tional, eleemosynary, reformatory and penal
institutions to be in a satisfactory condition.

Under the head of “prison reform" the Gov- j
emor made the startling assertion that “our i
courts are every day sentencing to the peni-
tentiary young men under 21 years of age, in

many instances for their first offense and in

many cases the offense a technical one. Hun-

dreds are sent to the penitentiary by courts and i
juries merely for the purpose of saving the !
county from the expense of a jail sentence, >
which would have been ample punishment for t
the crime committed, thereby blasting their j
characters forever and increasing tho number of |
the criminal class, as well as inflhtlnga punish-
ment in violation of the provisions of our Con- j
stitution. Two-thirds of the prisoners in our

State prison are under 30 years of age. To expect
to reform this class of prisoners by a forced as-

sociation withhardened and confirmed criminals

—murderers, thieves, and counterfeiters—would
be to reason that evil associations do not con-

taminate or corrupt.”
The remainder of Gov. Gray’s message is as

follows :

EDUCATION.

The fall and comprehensive report of the Ru- I
perintewlent of Public Instruction willexhibit
the pTesont condition of the common schools :
and their steady progress toward tho noble aims 1
and high expectations of tho founders of ihe

system, which has placed Indiana in the fore- j
iront in educational matters.

STATE UNIVKHHITY.

The institution is in a prosperous condition, j
and its growth for several years has been rapid
and splendid. During the past four years the

attendance has more than doubled, and the j

quarters, which were supposed to be adequate
to meet the wants of the University, have b?on

outgrown. The Trustees are coufronted with
the necessity of providing additjoual room,
which they think can be supplied by the con-

struction of a library building afld the removal
thereto of the library. They will ask aid from
the State for that purpose, and their report will

furnish detailed information in relation to the

matter. ,
.

.

state NoSsTnl’TSciiooL,.
Since the last session of the General Assem-

bly the State has suffered a great los *, in the de-
struction by fire, on the 9th day of April, 1818, of

the State Normal School building, at the city of

Terre Haute, together with its library apparatus
and furniture —tbe entire loss estimated at about
two buudred thousand dollars Since the fire
tho school has been quartered in the Terre
Haute High School building, the city of Terre
Haute having specially fitted up one-half of tho
building for that puri>oso, and generhusly
given the Normal School the occupancy of the
same free of rent. The city has also advance Ito
the school the Bum of fifty thousand dollars, in j
order that the Trustees might commence at '
once the r .'construction of the building. The
Trustees estimate that it will take seventy
thousand dollars, in addition to the fifty thou-
sand dollars advanced by Terre Haute, to com-

plete tho building according to the plans
adopted, and fifteen thousand dollars for the
construction of tbe boiler houße and tbe heating
apparatus. It is noedless for me to state the

importance to Indiana of maintaining tbe Sta e

Normal School. Its necessity as a part of our

educational system can only be measured by
the importance of having capable and intelli-

gent teachers thoroughly prepared lu the best

approved methods of teaching in our common

schools. Its propsr maintenance is within the

spirit of that provision of the Constitution
which declares knowledge and learning general-
ly diffused essential to tne preservation of free

government.
The Trustees, President and officers are en-

titled to special ere litfor the energy and faith-
fulness displayed by them in continuing tho
school under try ng difficulties occasioned by
the destruction of the building, and Icommend
to you a careful and favorable consideration of
thtir reporo.

FUIiDUE UNIVERSITY.

Under an net of Congress entitled “An act to
establish agricultural experiment stations in

connection with the colleges established In the
several States under the provisions of an

act approved July second, eighteen hundred and

sixty-two, and of the acts supplementjry there-

to,” approved March 2, 1887, fifteen thousand
dollars is annually appropriated to each ot such
stations. Section 9of said act reads as follows :

“Sec. 9. 1 That the grants of money authorized

by this act are made subject to the legislative
aßsent of the several States and Territories to

thepurpo6es of said grants : Provided, That pay-
ments of such installments of the appropriation
herein made as shall be due to any State before
the odjournmm; of the regular session of its
Legislature meeting next after the passage of

this act shall be made upon the assent of the
Governor thereof, dulycertified to tne Secretary
Of the Treasury.”

On the JCth day of December, 1837, I accepted
the grant for and on behalf of Purdue Univer-

sity, our State Agricultural College, and tho ac-

ceptance must be confirmed by the Legislature
In order to make It continuously effective on and

after tbe adjournment of the present session 1

therefore recommend that the General Assembly
assent to such-grant in proper form.

Allour State educational institutions, except
Purdue University, are supported in part by
continuous and permanent appropriations, and

the failure of the last General Assembly to pass

the general appropriation bill deprived Purdue

University of a part of its usual and necessary
revenues. The University has won its way to

.
the front rank of technical schools and is de-

serving of permanent support.
STATE BOARD OF. AGRICULTURE.

The State Board of Agriculture has done its
iullshore in promoting the agriculture Interests

by-the splendid exhibition at the State Fair of

.-agricultural products of the State, and showing
the great improvements in live stock and ma-

chinery.
The published annual reports, containing

practical information from successful farmers,
are highly appreciated by the agricultural com-

munity, and the demand is largely in excess of
the supply. The museum of agricultural prod-
ucts bids fair to be very useful in showing the

resources of the State.

The addition of twenty acres to the fair

grounds required an outlay of $15,000 for im-

provements, while the wet weather during the

fair shortened the receipts about S9,uOJ. The

board, being a State institution, and devoted to

the most important interest of the State, on

which all other interests are dependent—in fact,
the foundation of all prosperity—l would recom-

mend liberal aid to assist them in the good
work.

BTATE LIBRARY.
The State Librarian has submitted an excel-

lent report of the condition of the library, in

which report many valuable suggestion are

made for its improvement and better support.
The library contains over twenty-five thou-

sand volumes. It Is not what itought to be or

what it could be made if its advantages were

fullyappreciated and proper provision made for

its support.
• THE PUBLIC PRINTING, BINDING, AND STATIONERY.

The public printing act of 18-15 is not clear as

fp the number of reports
*

which are authorized

to be printed. The law should be amended so

as to provide specifically what reports the doc-

umentary journal should contain, the number

to be bonhd therein, the number to bo printed
in addition thereto for the various institutions

! of the State, and requiring many of the reports |
1 now published annually to be published oien- ,
nially. A specific amount should be appropri-
ated for each officer or department, as tne pres-
ent law fixes no limit as to the amount of .
printing any officer may order.

BUBIAU OF STATISTICS.

1 invite your care:ul attention to tbe growing 1
! importance of the industries of the State, and

i the argent need of colleclit g statistical informs- 1
i tion in relation to the interests of the laboring
! classes, and recommend that liberal provision

be made for the statistical department to carry '
on the work now in progress and to enlar e tne |
field of inquiry so as to include the collection of |

! labor statistics. While the reports of the de- j
pertinent are invaluable as showing the ad- |
vancement of the State from year to year, their

! value may be increased largely by the enact- I
ment of a law requiring returns from officers of j

I political, municipal and other corporations to

questions submitted by the Bureau.
STATE BOARD OF HEALTH.

The reports of the St ite Board of Health con- !
\ tinne to furnish interesting and instructive in-
formation in relation 1o matters affecting tbe

public health, and have proven the wisdom of '
tbe establishment of such a department. The
Board submits many recommendations, for

which Iask your careful consideration.

STATE GEOLOGIST.

The report of the State Geologist for the two
fiscal years ending October 31, 1818, has been

submitted, and contains valuable information

relating to the mineral resources of the State,
and especially in relation to the recent discov-

ery of natural gas. You will find the same

worthy of a careful examination.
MINES AND MINERS.

Your attention is invited to the excellent re-

port of the Mine Inspector. It contains the es-

timated coal production for the year ending Dec.

31; the number, location, and description of the

mines ; the names and address of the owners ;
the capital invested and the nnmber of persons

employed. Tbe Inspector makes many valua-
ble suggestions in relation to needed legislation,
to which I hope you wiilnot fail to give careful

consideration,> and enact Buch legislation as

may be necessiry to protect the health and

safety of those employed in the mines.

INSPECTION OF OILS.

The report of the Inspector shows that during
the year ending Dec. 31, 1888, there were in-

spected 179,873 barrels of illuminating oils, an

increaso of 6,800 over last year, and that there

was no loss of life or property caused by the ex-

lilosion of coal oil. 1 urge special attention to
that portion of the report which recommends
additional legislation regulating the quality of

illuminatingoils and mode of inspection.
BOILER INSPECTOR

At a convention of official boiler inspectors
and engineer oxamiuors, held at Pittsburgh, Pa.,
Nov. 2j and 21, 18h8, some highly interesting
statistics were presented. It was shown there-

by that during the last fifteen years over 4,000
lives were lost and 4,70) ptrsons seriously iu?
jured through boiler explosions, while the prop-
erty destroyed amounted to many millions. I
renew the recommendation made in my mes-

sage to tbe last General Assemb y, to enact a

law creating the office of boiler inepactor and

defining his duties.

the state militit.

Tie military force of the Htate consists of
three regiments of infantry and one regiment of

artillery. The first regiment of infantry is com-

posed of twelve comx>anies, commanded by
Colonel W. D. Ewing; ihe second regiment of
eleven companies, commando 1 by Colonel N. it.
Ruckle, and the ih rd regiment of twelve corn-

panies commanded by Colonel I. E. Kirk. Tha
first rog mant of artillery is composed of seven

companies, commanded by Colonel C. G. Conn.
The entire force is well armed and in effective

condition, and for the first time in thehißtory of

the State uniformed intbe undress United States

regulation. Adjutant General George W. Koontz
bus been vory faithful in the discharge of the
duties of his position. Since the removal of the
Adjutant General’s office into the State House
he ha< classifioi the inustsr-in and musttr-out

rolls, company histories, and other miscel-
laneous matters, which made necessary the ern-

ploymem of some additional cie« cal help. The
numerous applications by the War Department
and pension cl lirnants for certified copies of tiie
records have greatly increased tbe work of th e

office. There were issued during the presont in-

cumbency of the Adjutant General 6,814 cer-

tificates, and 10,029 official letters written.
WHITE CAPS.

During the past year a number of outrages
upon the pers mu.l rights of citizens wtrt com-

mitted in one or two counties of the State by
persons banded together under the name of
"White Caps.”

They edited such terror by their unlawful

practices efiat for a time no evidence could be
procorad implicating any person engaged iu such

outrages.
Evidence was, however, finally procured

against tho principal participants, who were in-
dicted and their trial set lor Dec. 21, 1838. The
defendants have taken a change of venue, and
the time of trial is now fixed for March 26. Ad-
ditional evidence has been obtained which will
lead to the indictment of several others, and
some who would have been arrested have fled
from the State. The lawlessness has been com-

pletely suppressed.
Intimations have been given by persons im-

plicated that they desired lo arrange with the

State, agreeing that no further outrages would
be committed if prosecutions on the part of tbe
State would cea?e. I felt that the Htate could
not afford to compromise with persons guilty of
such offenses, and have instructed the authori-
ties and the counsel employed by the. State to

prosecute all against whom evidence can be ob-
tained, to tho fu'l extent of the law.

LIVE STOCK.

In my inaugural address and in my message
to the lust Geueral Assembly 1 called attention
to tho importance of protecting the live stock of
the State from contagions or infectious diseases.
The legislatures of nearly all the Western
States have enac ed laws creating a Board of

Live Stock Commissioners, clothed with au-

thority to regulate the importation of live stock
infected withcontagious disease, and to estab-
lish quarantine regulations, making it the duty
of all persons owning or having iu charge ani-

mals infected withcontagious disease to report
the same to the Board of Live Stock Commis-
sioners. I earnestly recommend legislation
upon the subject.

ELECTION REFORM.

I earnestly invite your attention to the im-
perative necessity for a revision of the election

laws, so as to guard more effectually the exer-

cise of the elective franchise anl secure to the

people fair and honest elections. It is manifest
that the public faith in the purity of our elec-
tions has become shaken, and the feeling is

widespread that the decision at the ballot box
no longer reflects the honest judgment of a ma-

jority of the voters. It i? needless to say that
the ballot box is the snperstruo;ure upon which
is built our representative form of government,
and iu our ability to'maintain its purity lies the

only hope of the perpetuity of our free institu-
tions.

You can render the State no more exalted ser-

vice than to frame and enact laws that will,
So far as legislation can accomplish, prevent the

corrupt use of money, preserve the secrecy of
the ballot, secure pure elections, and punish by
the severest penalties all who may be guilty of

committing fraud upon the ballot-box. of brib-

ing or attempting to brine any elector, or of

corrupting in any manner the suffrages of the

people. The ballot should be printed by the
State and prooured by the voter only at the poll-
iug place under such restrictions as will give
every voter the opportunity to select an i vote

the tioket of his choice without interference by
others, and congregating and electioneering
about the polling place should be strictly pro-
hibited. The law should be so framed as to ex-

clude ail surveillance over the voter wnile cast-

ing his ballot.

Any voter who actually moves out of his pre-
cinct, and desires to continue his residence and

right to vote therein, should be required at the
time of moving to file with some officer desig-
nated by law his sworn statement that it is his
intention to continue his residence in such pre-
cinct. And the voter now residing out of the

precinct in which he claims the right to vote

should be required, within a given time, to file
a similar statement. The sworn statement
should be annually renewed, and every renewal
should be filed at least six months prior to the
occurrence of any general election, and contain

the statement that he has not, since moving out
of the precinot, exercised the right of suffrage
elsewhere.

I would recommend that the election precincts
contain not over two hundred voters, and when

after any election it shall appear that more than

that nnmber of votes have been polled in anv

precinct, it be made tha duty of the County
Commissioners, at their next regular session, to
reorganize the precincts so as to reduce the
number of voters within the limitnrescribed by
law.

I feel that I cannot too stronglv urge upon you
the.importance of giving this matter earnest and

early consideration, in order that legislation
upon the subject may not be defeated by the
constitutional expiration of the session.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS.

At this session it willbe appropriate for you
to propose and agree to such amendments to the

Constitution as your wisdom may sugges; or ex-
ponent* has shown to bs necesary The prei-
ent instrument, which was adopted nearly for.y
years ago, ha* not been changed except on two
occasions.

While it is advisable, and in some cates nec-
essary, that some of iti provisions should be
amended, it is not believed that a necessity ex-
ists tor a constitutional convention.

Every proper amendment can be effected in
the manner provided by the Conttitution at a
small expense to the people and without pre-
senting tbe opportunity of unsettling a system
of government well understood and tested by
long service.

1 would recommend that the Constitution be
so amended that ail Stats and county officers
shall hold their offices for a term of font yea s,
to commence on a fixed day, and with, peraaps.
a few except ons, bo ineligible to hold the same
more than four years in anv pe nod of e ght
years. No good reason seems to etist why th>
term of certain officers should bo limited to two

years, wnile others whose duties and respons.bil-
ities are no greater should have a term of four
yoari. It is my opinion that two years is too
short a period lor any offl:er lo acquire that

knowledge of the duti-s of his office necessary
to enable him to discharge the same with the
degree of efficiency expected by the public.
There has always been manifests 1 a willingness
to continue a faithful official four years in
office; but at the same time a strong pnblio
sentiment seems to prevail against electing an
administrative officer for a longer period.

Alltemptation should be, as far as possible, re-
moved from every officer to use his office or

neglect bis duties to secure a re-election, and

thereby allow such officer to devote strictly his
time to the duties thereof and render the most
efficient public service. The designation of a

fixed day on which terms should begin
would secure uniformity. In the case of
State officers it has frequently occurred,
and may occur again, that new

State officers have come into possession of their

respective offices during tue first days of the

legislative session, and having had no opportu-
nity to become acquainted withtheir duties, are

not competent and qualified by experience to

speak in relation to matters which concern their
offices and the public welfare.

The terms of county officia's should com-

mence on the first day of January succeeding
their election.

Our State elestions should be determined up-
on State issues and be as far removed as possi-
ble from national questions, and I would recom-

mend that ail State and county elective officers

be chosen a; the general election occurring be-
tween the Presidential elections.

In order that amendments to the Constitution

may be properly framed, receive the considera-
tion they deserve and have their passage facili-
tated, Iwould suggest that you appoint a joint
committee on constitutional amendmets.

SWAMP LANDS.
The acts of Congress passed September 23,

185 J, and March 3, 1857, grouting to the several
States swamp and overflowed lands gave to the

States all the legal subdivisions of the lists and
plats of said lands, the greater part of which
was wet and unfit for cultivation. It has been
thought for many years that Indiana did
not receive all the lands to which she was

entitled under tho provisions of said acts.

Tne State at one time, through its agents,
attampted to show, by examination and
oral testimony, that a large quantity of land sold

by the General Government should have gone to

the Htate by virtue of said acts. The procedure
was abandoned on account of the great expense
that it would incur and of the almost impossi-
bility of obtaining such evidouce. On Sept. 29,
1885, I appointed Williarp A. Meloy, of

Washington, D. C., counsel and agent
ior the State to assert, prosecute and

adjust before the land department of
the General Government the rights and
claims of the State to any and all lands and in-

demnity land claims arising under and by vir-

tue of said acts, and authorized him to adjust
the claims of the State on the basis of the
evidence contained m the field notes and

plats of survey remaining of record and on file

in the Land Department, and suoh other evi-

dence a 3 he might be able to present; he to

receive from tbe Htate, as compensation, ten

per cent, of all indemnity recovered, but to
have no ant lority to receive or receipt for
anv indemnity allowed. His appointment and
contract tor compensation were made subject
to ratification by the Legislature. Mr. Meloy
has been diligent and successful, and succeeded
in bavin • allowed the State, in May, 1835. $lO,-
4)5.71; iu March, 1383, $0,930.1.', which amounts

have been paid into the State Treasury
and credited. to the Swamp Land
Fund. Mr. Meloy reports that furth-
er indemnity of upwards or twenty
thouaund dollars can be recovered, but on ac-

count of the clerical expense that must be in-
curred in securing the nrcossary evidence for the

presentation of the claims he has been prevented
from prosecuting the work, and'that 1 1 per cant,
of the amount recovered ia'not a sufficient com-

pensation for his services. Mr. Meloy has not

received any compensation for the amounts re-

covered for the Htate, and I now concur in his
opinion tnat 10 per cent, is not a sufficient com-

pensation.
GREEN RIVER ISLAND.

There has existed for many years a contro-

versy between Kentucky and Indiana in rela-
tion to the bounlary line between the States at

what is known as Green River Island on the
Ohio River. Collisions between the citizens re-

siding on and adjacent to the island have been

frequently imminent, growing out of disputes
as to the jocation of the boundary line. The
cour-s cf both States have at times
taken jurisdiction over tho territory in

controversy, thereby creating confusion and
bad feeling tetweon the lani owners. Several
of my predecessors attempted to effect a so .tie-
meat of the controversy, but without success.

Upon examination of the question I became
convinoed that the only proper and legal mode
of settling the controversy was by suit in cnan-

fery in tne United States Supreme Court, and
in accordance witu the statute passed Feb. 25,
1087, authorising and directing the Governor “to
institute and prosecute in the Supreme Court of
the United States or other proper tribunal, in
the name and on behalf of the State of Indiana,
a suit in chancerv or other appropriate proceed-
ing, against the State of Kentuoky, for the pur-
pose of determining and settling the boundary
of the State of Indiana, with relation to Green
River Island, and to determine and put
at rest the questions which now exißt
as to whether said island * is with-
in the boundary and jurisdiction of the
State of Indiana or of the State of Kentucky,”
and appropriating $5,030 “to be expended under
the direction of the Governor to defray the

expeases, including reasonable attorney’s fees,
of such litigation,” I employed as coun-
sel the firm of McDonald & Butler (now
McDonald, Butler & Snow), and caused a
suit in chancery to be brought in the
United States Supreme Court in the name
of t ;e State of Indiana against the State of Ken-

tucky, on the Bth day of August, 1887, to deter-
mine the boundary between the States at and
near Green River Island. To the bill of the
State of Indiana the State of Kentucky has filed
a cross-hill, claiming the boundary between the
States to be such as to include within the

boundary of Kentucky both the so-called
Green River Island and a tract of land north of
it—the latter being claimed as an accretion to
the island. In this Buit the testimony has been
taken, and the case willhe ready for submission
to the court within the next three months.
The testimony in behalf of the State of

Indiana has been largely directed to prove
that the Green River Island, so-called, has
never, since 1784, when the deed of cession of the
Northwestern Territory was executed, been a

true island, since it has not been surrounded
with water, except for a small portion of the

year, when the water in the Ohio River was near
its highest point.

There has also been considerable testimony
presented in behalf of this State tending to show
the existence of a dispute regarding this so-

called island ever since the cession of the
Northwestern Territory. The facts regarding
the line run by the Commissioners in 18/5 have
also been fullypresented in the evidenoe.

The evidence taken in behalf of this State, It
is believed, covers every material fact in its fa-

vor, and the facts proved tend stirongly to sus-

tain its claims. It is now confidently expected
that the Supreme Court willsettle this trouble-
some question infavor of the Stats of Indiana.

It may be that the present appropriation is
not sufficient to pay the expenses of the suit
and adequately compensate counsel, if, upon
a proper showing, you find the same to be insuffi-

cient, it should be increased.

CONCLUSION.

My term as Chief Executive of the State will
soon expire. In surrendering the important
trust confided to my care by agenerous people, I
can say that it has been my constant endeavor
to administer itwith strict impartiality toward
all, and in such manner as I believed would
best subserve the interest of the State and pro-
mote the welfare of tbe people,

Trusting that your relations may be agreeable
and pleasant, I invoke the assistance and direc-
tion of the Divine Ruler in yoar deliberations,
and ask His blessings upon ns as a people and a,
State.

INDIANA HAPPENINGS.

EVENTS AND INCIDENTS THAT HAVE

LATELY OCCURRED.

An Interesting Summary of tbe More Im-

portant Doings of Our Neighbors—Wed-

dings and Deaths—Crime, Casualties and

General News Notes.

THE LEGISLATURE.

January 10,—Senate— The doors of the

Senate chamber were barred against Lieu-
tenant Governor Robertson. Auditor Carr

refused to call the Senate to order, and

Judge Mitchell, of the Supreme Court, dope

so, administrating the oath to the newly
elected Senators. The ¦

following officers
were elected; President pro-tem, J. F. Cox;

Secretary. Green Smith: Assistant Secre-

tary, John D. Carler; Door-keeper, E. R.

Hamilton. House Secretary of State

Griffin called the members to order and the

organization was perfected by electing all

the nominees of the Democratic caucus

as follows; Speaker, Mason J. Niblack;
Clerk, Thomas Newkirk: Assistant Clerk,
John 8. Seobey; Door-keeper, Frank B.

Haimbaugli. In taking his chair Speaker
Niblack cordially thanked the members for
the honor shown him and significantly re-

ferred to the fact that many trying circum-
stances were liable to arise. During the
session of the two houses Gov. Gray in-

formed a joint committee which waited

upon him that he would communicate his
farewell message to the bodies to-morrow
at 2 o’clock.

Patents.

Patents have been issued for the for-

lowing Indiana inventions: David

Beartyj New Castle, lawn-mower; Abel

Butler, Dale, protractor; Leonard \V.

Freeman, Liberty, machine for making
wire fencing; James A. Fullerton,

Mounts, corn-planter; Joseph F. Gent,

Columbus, machine for making sheet or

flake products; Benjamin Gude, St.

Anthony, ironing-board; John Hurty,
Indianapolis, manufacturing starch;
Tully Runnle, Farmersville, assignor of

one-half to J. F. Yeager, Creek,
bailing press; Isaiah Sharp.: Redkey,
steam generator.

Minor State Items.

—Anderson authorities have ordered

all the telephone poles in that place
removed within ten days.

—Bev. Ira J. Chase, Lieutenant Gov-

ernor-elect, has declined a call to be-

come pastor of the Christian Church at

Richmond.

—E. F. Berry, a photographer, of New

Washington, was dangerously poisoned
by inhaling vapors in his “dark room.”

—The Richmond Natural Gas Com-

pany has accepted its plant from the

contractors. The price paid is $500,000,
half cash and half stock.

—While in a trance, Calvin Cook, an

aged citizen of Jeffersonville, laid his

hand upon a red-hot stove and allowed

it t» burn to a crisp.
—At Lafontaine, Wabash County, John

Palmer, one of the early settlers, dropped
dead of heart disease. Mr. Palmer was

64 years of age, and had apparently been
in the best of health. He moved to La-

fontaipe in 1852.

—Mrs. Elizabeth Dunn, who died re-

cently near Hartsville; Decatur County,
was nearly 107 years of age. She was

the mother of. four children, and lived

to see twenty-four grand and sixty great-
grandchildren. She was in her seventh

year when Cincinnati was settled, and

this was an incident she often referred

to in giving her age.

—Two singular accidents are reported
from Daviess County. Mrs. Taskey,
while assisting her husband in killing
hogs, was struck by one of the animals

and thrown back with such forced as to

fatally injure her. Mrs. Vaughn, at an-

other place, had several of her ribs

broken while watching her husband end

helping to raise a slaughtered hog, the

pole breaking and striking her in the

side.

—G. R. White, a farmer ¦ living near

Greenwood, Johnson County, is the

owner of a pig that is quite a curiosity.
The animal has four front feet and

twelve toes. It is alive, and weighs
about forty pounds.

—Thomas Wilson, alias Harris,arrested
at La Porte, has confessed to robbing
mail pouches at Elkhart, and to having
obtained large sums of money at the

former place under false pretenses.
—Thb, people of Charlestown were

startled the other day by the appearance
of Harrison Hogan, the “Bullcreek ter-

ror.” Hogan has been feeling unwell

lately, and he went to Charlestown to

Bee a physician. He went on horseback

and bad all the appearance of an old-

time warrior. He was well fixed for bat-

tle, for around his body were strapped
two big navy revolvers, and hanging at

his side was the regulation bowie-knife.
He had but few words withthose he met,
and as soon as his business was attended

to he quietly left town.

At Coxville, a mining town in Parke

County, Henry Kirby saw his wife in a

compromising position with Abraham

Carew, a boarder, and discharged a mus-

ket-load of shot at Carew. The wife,
instead, received the charge, and there

is small chance of her recovery. All

the parties are colored.

—Four prisoners, George Kelly, New-

ton Leach, W. H. Dunbar, and William
Burden escaped from jail at Marion by
sawing themselves out. Leach was re-

captured, but the others are still at

large.

—George Buchanan, who has been

postmaster at Judson, Montgomery
County, since 1856, has resigned, and

John M. Glover has been appointed.
—Charles Howell, while coupling cars

I at Brookville, was fatally injured.

—Dr. C. C. Givens, on trial at Terre

Haute for murder of Webb Stuart, last

August, was acquitted.
—Frank Goings, a brakeman on the

Chicago and Atlantic Railroad, was

knocked from a train and fatally in-

jured.

—Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Doughty, liv-

ing near Liberty, were seriously injured
in a runaway accident. Mrs. Doughty
may die.

—While Mrs. Ann Childs, aged 84,

was crossing the railroad track in New

Albany, she was knocked down by a

switching-engine and fatally injured.
—Francis Murphy and his two sons

have closed their temperance revival at

Connersville, having induced 1,500 per-
sons to sign the pledge.

—Lewis Daily, aged 80, and Miss Arti-

macy Clarke, 63 years of age, have just
been married at Bippus, Huntington

County. It is stated to have been a case

of love at first sight.
—A large barn belonging to John

Wright, living near Rockport, was

burned with a season’s crop of tobacco
and a number of farming implements.
The loss is estimated at $3,000 or $4,000.

—Father Meisner, pastor of the Cath-

olic Church at Peru, has placed an elec-

tric light on the spire of his church ed-

ifice, 175 feet above the ground, which

sheds a brilliant light over the city and

can be seen far out into the country.
•—Martin Kleiser, a well-respected

pioneer citizen of Boone County, died

at Lebanon, aged 72 years. He leaves a

family of six children and an estate val-

ued at $40,000. He was a member of the

Odd Fellows’ Lodge.
—A ghost has appeared at the farm of

Charles Gwynee, near Lexington. The

mysterious thing was seen by Gwynee,
his sons, and several neighbors, and it

presents the appearance of a white

shadow in human shape, floating over

the surface of the farm. Shotguns have

been fired at it. It has stood rocks and

clubs, all of which have passed through
it without effect.

—Samuel H. Price has sued the city of

Washington for $2,000 damages, al-

leged to have been occasioned by a fall

on a defective sidewalk, one month ago.

—While Edward Sanders, ayoungman

about fifteen years of age, was cutting
sawlogs in the woods just east of Frank-

lin, a sapling that had been held down

by the weight of a log, became released,
flew up and struck Sanders under the

jaw, breaking the bone in several

pieces and fracturing his skull. He

was conveyed to his home and but little

hope is entertained for his recovery.
—By a collision on the Yandalia Rail-

road, near Filmore, Engineer Bundy was

injured internally.
—A little pig with two bodies, eight

legs, and four ears is a freak of nature

just come to light on a Steuben County
farm.

—While men were engaged in blasting
rock near Sparksville, Jackson County,
a large stone was hurled with terrible

force through the saw-mill of Carter &

Co., destroying a $1,500 veneering ma-

chine.

—While Eli Talley, a huckster, was

ascending the bluffs a few miles west of

Seymour in his wagon, he drove too

near a precipice over twenty-five feet in

height, and the team, wagon, and driver

went over. Talley was fatally injured,
his team was ruined, and the wagon was

broken to pieces.
—The Woodling school-house, in

Washington Township, Cass County,
together with books, maps, etc., of the

value of S3OO, was destroyed by fire.

—Charlestown is enjoying a social

sensation over the announcement just
made of a double secret marriage which

took place at Jeffersonville on Nov.

30. The parties concerned are Wal-

ter B. Ruddell and James Teeple, of

Jeffersonville, and Miss Minnie Alpha
and Miss Annie B. Lutz, of Charles-

town. Allbelong to the upper crust of

society.

—George Jones, of Asherville, while

out hunting with Sheley Stagier, was

shot by the latter with a revolver, which,
Stagier claims, he thought was un-

loaded.

—A young daughter of Moses Arnold,
a farmer living near Wabash, was horri-

bly burned about the limbs and body

by her clothes catching fire from the

stoye.

—Joseph Stetler, a farmer residing
near Lynn, died recently, from hasty
consumption. The disease was caused

by a beard of wheat lodging in his

throat, and afterward working into tbe

lungs.
—The corn-hnsking record craze is

still going on among the Montgomery
County farmers. Marcus Homey, of

Potato Creek, huskejd and cribbed 2,328
bushels in twenty-six days, being an

average of eighty-nine bushels per day.
—A fellow named Cass Arnold, at

Crawfordsyille, ate a regular supper and

afterwards sucked sixty-two eggs, ate

five fried oysters, the legs, wings, and

heart of a chicken, and a piece of pic,
then ended with a dish of oyster soup.

—The Board of Trustees of the Sol-

diers’ and Sailors’ Orphans’ Home, at

Knightstown. has passed a resolution

thanking the G. A. R. Posts and Wo-

man’s Relief Corps of tho State for re-

membering the institution so hand-

somely on Christmas. The Board also

extends a special vote of thanks to Mrs.

Anna Weldon, of Fort Wayne; Mrs.

Hawkins, of Brazil; Mrs. Sallie Jackson,
of Jeffersonville, and Will C. David, of

Indianapolis, for faithful discharge of

duties.


