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A. MSCOY & CO.
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W. H. H, GRAHAM,
L ]

ATTOKNEY-AT-LAW,
REESDELATR, INDIANA.
long time at low interest.

*Money to loan oo Sept. 10,86,

JAMES W. DOUTHIT,

ATTORNEYSAT-LAW AND NOTARY PUBLIC,

hill &
fice in rear room over Hemp
H(;:;l’(s)tstore, Rensselaer, Ind.

pwiN P. HAMMOND. WiLLIAM B. AUSTIN:

HAMMOND & AUSTIN,

ATTOBNEY-AT~LAW,
RENSSELAEY, IND,

Office on second floor 0f Leopol(} 8 B\loctk.eg(t):ner

of Wastington and VanRensselaer 8 1;1 Fygn

Wiliiam B. Avstin purchases, ﬂg}ga an Otit;.ble
real estate, pays taxes and deals in r;\(;%? oo
instruments. i may27,'87.

W W ‘WATSON,

ATTO RINEY-AT-LLAW
@& Office up Stairs, in Leopold’s Bazay, _&8
RENSSELAER IND.

‘TV* W. HARTSELL, M. D.

HOM@EOPATHIC PHYSICIAN & SURGEON.
RENSSELAER, INDIANA,

@~Chronic Diseases a Specialty.. &1

E. in Makeever’s New Block. Resi-
el dence at Makeever Houge.
July 11, 1884.

—

J. H. LOUGHRIDGE. VICTOR E. LOUGHRIDGE"

J: H. LOUGHRIDGE & SON,

Physicians and Surgeons.
Office in the new Leopold Block, secord floor,
gecond door right-hand side of hall:

n per cent.interest will be added to all
’lc",?)ulxl)ts running uusettled longer than
Eree months. vinl

DR. 1. B. WASHBURN
Physiciau & Surgeon,
Rensselaer, Ind.

s promptly attended. Willgive special atten
c&uﬂgn to tl;)he treatment of Chronic Diseases,

ARY E. JACKSON, M. D,,

Special attention given to diseases of women
and children. Office on Front nstreet,1 gorzr;er of

Angelica.
S ——— T———
ZiMri Dwiceins, F.J,S8ears, VAL, Sk,
President. Vics-President. Cashier

CITIZENS'STATEBANK
RENSSELAER, IND.,

DOES A GENERAL BANKING BUSINESS:
Curtificates bearing ['.terest issued; Ex-
zhange bought and sold; Moneyloaned on farms
at Jloweset egates and on mos:favorable terms.

an. 8, 88.

SYN ()PSIS OF THE
PUBLIC SERVICES

HoN
T, ZIMMERMAN

CANDIDATE FOR REPRESENTATIVE
OoF THE 107H CONGRESSIONAL
DisTRICT.

[ From last week concluded. ]
TIXT BOOKS.

Mr. Zimmerman, presented the
fcllowing resolution to the Indiana
Senate at the session of I887 in
connection with a bill providing
for the publishing and distribut—
ing text books fcr our common
schools at cost:

Whereas, Under th: copyright
laws of the United States the text
bodks used in the public schools
have been copyrighted, and the
publication and sale thereof te the
people has been monopolized by a
few publishing houses, thereby
greatly enhancing the price and
cost of said books to the people,
be it
Resolved, Dy the Senate, the
House concurring therein, that our
Senators and Representatives in
Jongress are requested to secure
ilia passage of a law repealing all
cooyright law, so far as the same
wu; apply to the text books used

in the common schools.

Resolved, That the Governor of

this state be and he is hereby re-

quested to furnish each of our
NSenators and Representatives in
Congress with a copv of this res-
olution. [See Senate Journal of
1887.]

In support of the report of this
bill Mr. Zimmerman spoxke as fol-
lows®

Mr. President—Next to the Gen-

eral Appropriation bill and the
necessary measures looking to the
welfare of the various State i .sti-
tutions, the bill now under consid-
erationgis of more vital interest to
the masses of the ueople of this
great Commonwealth than any
other measure now pending before
this Legislature. ‘This bill is be-
ing discussed at every fireside
throughout the State and if it were
left to a popular vote by the peo-
ple it wo'd carry by an overwhelm-
1ng majority.
OA two-fold of ject is to be at-
tained by the passage of this bill.
1. A-uniform series of school text
books throughout the State. 2.
Feonomy, or in other words, a ma-
terial rveduction in the price of
these books.

The salutary effects of this bill
¥1ll reach the homes of the well-
to-do as well as the poor. Mor-
especially, howeve:, will it be a
blessing to the poor man, for it is
he who raises the largest family,
and concequently needs the most
schcol books; it is the poor labor-
ing man who is compelled to move
from one locality to another in
search of work, and thus very often
he finds the school books already
bought for his children useless
property, and is subjected to the
hardship of buying new books.

The great injustice which our
present text-book system inflicts
upon that class of people 1s incal-
culable. , After the laboring man
provides for the necessaries of life,
such as food, raiment, shelter and
medicine, there is precious little
left for sechool books. And when
we consider the extortionate high
prices exacted by the school-book
monopolies of this country, and
the irregular system in our State
of permitting a different séries of
text-books in che various counties
and cities, is it not timely for this
Legislature to come to the imme-
diate relief of that class of peo-
ple for whom we profess so much
love and sympathy?

Two years ago f had the pleas-
ure of casting my votes for several
acts which were intended to pro-
tect and dignify labor. I am proud
to-day of the positionI took then,
and at the convening of the pres-
cnt session I resolved in my heart

not to relax in my efforts fo fur-
ther the amelioration of the con-

dition of the laboring men and
women of Indiana. In my opin-
ion of all theso called labor bills
passed and still pending before
the Legisl=ture, the bill nnder dis-
cussion is of groeatest significance
| to the thousands of wage-work 2rs
and poor people in general of this
State. And no Senator on this
floor can afford to iymore that fact.

The cardinal qualifications of
good citizenshipisintelligence and
knowledge, which can be best ob-
tained throagh the ch nnels of our
public schoels. Ignorince breeds
vice and crime. Then is it not
the duty of a State to vducate her
childten at the expense of the State
and properly prepare and fit them
for the competent discharge of the
dut es and responsibilities of citi-
zenship? In this State everything
is furnished pupils except books
In the States of Massachusetts,
New Jersey, New York, California
and Maine, text books are furnish-
ed free to the children. Wiscun-
sin, too, has a similar law. I as-
sert right here that if 1 possessed
tbke power 1 would inaugurate a
like system in thi . State, and place
in the hands of every child, rich
>nd poor alike, text books free.—
Then, and not until then, will our
public schools be free sehools not
only in name but in fact.

would be considered a step too rad-
ical by a portion or the people, 1
am contented with the next best
thing—thatis, to furnish text books
for the children of the State at the
mere cost of printing and binding.
Such a law is now in force in the
State of Minnesota. A first reader,
for instance, the retail price of
which is from 20 to 35 centsin In-
diana, is furnished to the children
of Minnesota at 10 cents, and oth-
er toxt books at cor:espondingly
low prices. So long as the gtate of
Ind‘ana will permit herself to be
‘he willing slave of grasping school

public schools be only a partial
success. The unreasonably high
prices now charged for text boo

are a serious obstruction in the
progressive march of education,
and this odious practice puts a
fine, as it were, upon the fertile
intellects of the youths of the
state, and the intended and much-
desired usefulness of our public
schools is greatly impaired there-

I have before me the rejort of
Hon. John W. Holcombe, State
Superinterdent of Public [nstrue-
tion, for the years 1885 and 18S6.
I am no little surprised at his op-
position to the system provided for
in this bill. Mr. Hol:ombe must
have anticipated legislation on this
subject, and to shape publie senti-
ment in advance against the theory
embodied in the bill before us now,
he took great pains in accumulat-
ing and publishing in his rep.rt,
the opinions of certain state su-
perintendents who are hostile to
uniformity of text books and the
publishing of thom by the state.
Among th>m appeaied the (pin-
ions of the state s.perintendent
of Minnesota, one given in the
year 1880 and another in the year
1884, It must not be forgotten
here that the text book law of Min-
nesota was a new veanture trom 80
to ’84, and thatsince the law has
been amended and shorn of its im-
perfeetions and ol jectionable fea-
tures—a fact which Mr. Holcombe
treats with silence. But 1n order
to give weight and credence to
stale testimonials of superintend-
ents from other states, men who
are strangers to us, and whose mo-
tives we may or may or may not
question. Mr. Holcombe adds his
opinion to theirs, and thus arrays
himself squarely o the side of
school-book monopolies as against
the peonle. Now, the best evi-
dence to me that the Minnesota
law meets with the approval of the
people of that state 18 the signifi-
cant 1act that its Legislature dare
not attempt to repeal the law.

But in spite of the boasted pro-
gress of our public schools; in
spite of a school fund reaching the
enormous sum of $10,000,000; in
sp-te of .the 10,000 school houses
costing over $13,000,000, and in

ut, thinking that free text booksﬁ

book monopelies, so long will our |

which are employed 14,000 teach-
ers; in sy 1te of all these advanta-
ges a most alarming feature pre-
sents itself to our thoughtful at-
t-ntion in the careful perusal of
Mr. Holcombe's report. I find
that the total number of school
children in the state between the
ages of six and twenty-one years,
for the year 1886, is 744,998. Out
of that number 506,126 were ad-
mitted in.o the nublic schools.

The average daily ~ttendance
was but 349,675, or, in other words,
169,651 did not attend school reg-
ularly. But this is not the worst
feature of this important subjest.
In addition to the 159,651 who do
not attend school regularly th
are 238,872 between the ages of :‘:
and twenty-one years who were not
admitted to the public schools at
all, making a grand total of 398,-
423 Supporing now that 50,
of these attend private schools
and academies, and supposing fur-
ther that 150,000 between the ages
of fourteen and twanty-one years
already possess & limited or supe-
rior education, still the uni leasant
and indisputabls fact remains that
200,000 children, in round num-
bers, are to bs either partially or
wholly deprived of the blessings
of our public schools, and thus
thousands grow up in ignorance.
State Superintendent Holcombe in
his report gives the number of
children between the ages of ten
and twenty-one years who cannot
read or write, 2,665,

A very small per cent. of illiter-
acy, considering that 200,000 chil-
dren do met attend public school
at all.

Not wishing to reflect ad versely
upon the educational status of my
own state, in my ju'd%ment the
number of children between the
a%]es of ten and twenty-one years
who cannot read or write in this
state, is far beyond the statistical
figures referred to.
What is presumably tte cause of
this state of affairs? Whose chil-
dren are these 200,000 who are shut
out of the public sechools? 'The
answer is obvious. - They are the
offspring of the poor. Last Sun-
day I visited for the first time the
Reform School for boys at Plain-
field. I was highly pleased with
the management of that institution,
yet the very cause which brought
the 508 boys there left a sad im-
pression on my mind. Among
other things I was informed that
nine-tenths of the boys were of
poor p«rentage, and as a rule but
few could read or write when re-
ceived at the institution. Why
should we wonder any longer then
that poverty and ignorance, and at
last crime, go hand in hand, when
our present contemptible text book
system prevents th- poor man and
the poor widow from sending their
children 1o school for the simple
reason that the priee of text books
is far beyoud their ability to pur-
chase. Upon us as Legislators of
a great state res.s the grave re-
sponsibility of completely purging
forever the public schools of 1ndi-
diana from this present pernicious
s/stem.

Mr. President I had intended to
call the attention of the Senate to
the corrupt influcnces brought to
bear upon school superintendents
and school trustees by the wily
agents of school books arnd other
school supply eorporations under
our present system, but believing
that every senator is fully inform-
ed on the existing evil, I will pass
this unpleasant subject witﬁ)out
further comment.

The bill before us is p:ainand
easily umderstood. Its comp.e-
hensive provisions are free from
a.x:iy temptations to those who pre-
side over our public schools. So
plain and simple are its provisions
that the most shrewd and cunning
can not misconstrue them. There
is not the slightest room for job-
bery or bribery. -

The work of comp.ling the books
is left to the State Board cf Edu-
cation—the highest educational
-authority in the state. The high
character and reputation of the
men who compose that body is suf-

ﬂcientw:ﬂmrantee to us that the
work will be aecomplished honest-

ly and faithfully.

But, said superintendent Hol-
combe, in his report: “It would be
the work of years to provide a se—
ries that would compare favorably
with the many excellent text books
now issued by educational pub-
hshers.” Admitting such to _be
true, are the people of Indiana
forever to he dependent-upon, and
forever to be the helpless victims
of heartless school book monopo-
lies? Are we not possessed of the
courage and ability to make an
honest effort in that direction—
the sooner the better—and thus
gradua'ly cut loose from these
corporations? I have unbounded
confidence in our State Board of
Education, individually and col-
lactively.

I believe that they are fully
competent to compile textbooks
which will not only compare favor-
ably with the present standard
works, but which will be a great
Improvement over them in many
respects. Kirst and foren ost, the
children of Indiana should be en-
lightene | upon affairs and things
pertaining to their own state. %t
18 of paramount interest that the
children of Indiana should be
maue familiar with the history, ge-
ography, commerce, res’ urces and
%ovemment of their own state. -

hey should know more of th
glonouq past of the state; abouf
its patriots, heroes and statesmen,
about its population, its industries
its streams and lakes, its bounda-
ries, and its soil, and the product-
iveness of the same. The authors
of the severslstandard text books,
being non-residents, residing prin-
cipally in the eastern states, do not
ve us this desired information.
ence, the authorghip of text
books i>y home genius, so to speak,
by men who have spent a lifetime in
the educational fields of Indiana,
is to be much preferred over that
of non-resident authors, for the
reason that ther are more compe-
tent to compile books especially
adapted to the children of this -
state.
Admitting again, for argument’s
sake, the incompetency of our
State Board of Education to com-
pile text boo.s of such high order
as to compare favorably with the
already recognized standard works,
I call the attention of the sesate
to the fact that the bill is carefully
ﬁparded for an emergency of that

ind. Section 2 provides that the
State Board of Education may pur-
chase of the author or propr.etor
of any one or more works of the
first order of excellencs, the ex-
clusive right to publish and sell
said work or works in the state of
[ndlan:. Sothere need be nodan-
ger should the State Board of Ed-
ucation be incompetent or unwil-
ling to compile said books. Tt is
left to their judgment ans disere-
tion-to compile or cause to be com-
piled or purchase any one or more
of the series of text books enumr-
ated in Section 1.
It is furthermoze ieft to their
discretion to introduce but two
baoks of the new series in any one
year into the public schools, thus
avoiding a sudden change. No
hardship will be imposed upon the
public and in ' he course of several
years the new series will gradually
find its way into our public schools
without inflicting serious loss upon
an%one.

he printing and binding,as pro-

vided in section 5, is to be adver
tised and let to the lowest respon-
sible bidder by the Commissioners
of Public Printing in a manner as
now provided for by law.
The distribution of books is to
be conducted in a business-like
meth d. The trustees of the va-
rious school corporations of each
eounty are o certify to the county
superintendent the number and
kind of books wanted. The coun-
ty superintendent makes a requi-
sition on the state superintendent,
and the latter on the text book
contractor. :

Section 10 provides for an ap-
propriation of $20,000 for compal-
ing or causing to be compiled this
series of books by the State Board
of Education.

[Co.cluded on 4th page. ]




