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A. MSGOY & CO.,
BANKERS,

(Successo18to A. McCoy &T. Thompson,)
RENSSELAER, IND.
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THOM PSON
N P. THOMPSON, DAVIDJ,
shorss Attorney-at-Law. Rl(c;'traryl’ublie.
B
THOMPSON & ; mhmnxA

RENSSELAER, -
Practicein all the Courts.

ARION L. SPITLER,
Callector and Abstrso::;:
artieular attention to paying
‘;Vseeﬁ?ﬁé’ and leasiag lands. v2n48

> A. H, GRAHAM,

; ATTOXNEY-AT-LAW,
REESDELATR, INDIANA.
at low interest

- tp loan on lorg time 1
Money to loa Sept. 10,'56.

JAMES W. DOUTHIT,
ATTORNEYSAT-LAW AND NOTARY PUBLIC,

A= Office up stairs, in Mazcever's new
,uilding, Rensselaera Ind.

Epwin P. HAMMOND. Winniay B. AUSTIN,

HAMMORD & AUSTIN,

TTORNE‘Y~AT~LAW,
RENSSELAE®, IND.

Office on second floor of Leopold’s Block, corner
of Waghington and VenRenrsselacr strects.

Is and le.ges

William B. Avstin purchases, sejl §
real estate, pays taxes and deals in negotiable
jnstruments. mayR7,'87.

WM. W. WATSON,

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
g Office up Stairs, in Leopold’s Bazay, _&3
RENSSELAER, IND.

‘V. w. KAR'.TS!EL‘I_‘, M. D

HOM@EOPATHIC {PHYSICIAN & SURGEON.

RENSSELAER, - - INDIANA.

<~Chronic Diseases a Specialty.. &0

FFICE, in Makeever’s New Block. Resi-
dence at Makeever House, )
suly 11, 1884.

J: H. LOUGHRIDGE

Physician and Surgeon.

Office in the new Leopold Biock, second fioor,
gecond door right-hand gide of hall:

Ten per cent. interest will be added to all
ounts running uusettled longer than

ree months. , vinl

DR. I. B. WASHBURN
Physician & Surgeon,:
Rensselaer, Ind.

Talldpromptly attended. Will give special atten
tion to the treatment of Clironic Discases,

T e omo AT

Zryrt DwiegiNs, F.J, Suars, VAL, Sem,
'President.  Vie~-President. Cashier

CITIZENS'STATEBANK
RENSSELAER, IND,

OES A GENERAL BANKING BUSINE§S:
Certificates bearing i'iterest isswed: Ex-
ghange hought and soid; Moneyloaned on farms
ot lowest rates and on mosfavordble termg.
Jan. §, §8.

fo > g s e arena

THE PENSIO= OFFICE.

THE ' ECORD OF THE DEMOCRATIC
PARTY CONTRASTED WiTH THAT
OE THE EEMOCRATIa PARTY.

The Special Co:respondent of
the Bluffton Barner writes as fol-
lows to that paper:

WasHIN$TON D. C., May 26.

‘t'he Democratic part.- had been

out of power a quarter of a centu-
ry when the people, the sovereign
power of government, returned it
to the administration of public af-
fairs' During the absence of the
Democratic party from power pub-
lie office and the best interests of a
free people were prostituted te the
interests of individuais, monopo-
lies, and gigantic corpurations.
So strong had become the influence
of menonrolies that the pepular will
of the people was overthrown by
fraud and perjury. Laws were
enacted by the representatives of
the people and a wholesale system
of roblery promulgated under the
revenue system never before kmown
in the history of the country. The
people’s domain was voted away by
nuillions of acres to corporatieas;
corrupt rings were formed in every
direction, and the public official
became a rogue and a plunderer.
Everv necessary of life was taxed
for the benefit of the few, and the
American ship bottoms were forced
from the carryingtrade on the high
seas. By Federallaws the right of
suffrage had been restricted by
bayorets in the hands of United
States Marshals, and every emo-
tion of mankind excited to s:-etion-
al hate and revenge by the party
in power. The rights of the Scates
to self-government had besn de-
nied, and a centralized :ower
sought to be established. All this
and much more was the order of
the fimes, and so corrupt had be-
come - he public official, and so in-
tollerable the eppression c¢f mo-
nopoly, that the voice of the pee-
ple, reinforced by thousands of
the honest voters of the party im
power, brought a change and ele-
vated the Democratic partv to pow-
er again.
During all these years ef defert
the party never ceased to exert it—
self in the interest of the people
and against the oppression o1 the
cormorants who were plundering
them in exeessively tuxing the
most common necessitios of life.
During its w.bsence from power it
never ceased to combat the en-
croachments of centralization or
the aggression of monopoly. It
finally trrumphed, and af er three
years of power and uadniinistration
of public affairs we are about to
go befor= the people agking for a
still further lease of power.

“he claim for this preferment is
based upon the goed results and
efficient ork in every department
of the public service. The party
has reclaimed millions of acres of
the imperial domain that had been
voted away darirg its absence from
powrr to unholy combines. It
has pruned the public service of
many useless offices and reduced
public expauses by the miilions of
dollars. We can not go into detail
in all the departments, but will
briefly take up one branch of the
publiz ervice, the Bureau of
Pens1ons.

In the Dresidential campaign
that restored the Democratic part
to power it was loudly proclaimed,
as your readers know, from the
stump, the forum, and the Repub-
lican press, that the elevation of
the party to power endangered the
pension system of the government,
and if the ex-Union soldiers did
not desire to lose their pensions
they should vote the R-publican
ticket. Their raneorous appeals
to the soldier element, however,
did not avail, 'and for three years
the Democratic party has adminis-
tered the affairs of the pension
oftice. And what is the result?

This ean only be ascertained in-
telligently by giving the work of
the office for a period of years,
that you readers—and especislly

our comrades—may ba able to

a cleaner adminisiration in the
pension oftice under ths present
Commissioner of Pensions, tkan
for years.

For this purpose we will take
the past six years and here is the

ORrIGINAL PrNsions GRANTED.

For the fiscal years of 1883-84-
85, under Dudley, the Republican
Commissioner, we find from the

r. cords allowances of pensions as
follows:
1888 ‘see Report, p. 87’ allowed 38.162
18 ¢ ‘see Report, p 17" allowec 34,182
1885 ‘gee Report, p 17" allowed 35,767
Totalin three years 108,111
1886 ‘see Repert, p 11’ allowed 40,857
1887 ‘see Report.F 28’ allowed 55,194
18 8*tv May Ist of this year al,owed 44,608
Wotal in 2years and 18 months 140,659

It will be seen from these figures
that General Black’s administra-
tion has allowed in 'wo years and
ten months 32,548 more original
pensions to soldiers and thoir wid-
ows than was allowed by Dudley’s
admiunistraiion in three years, and
if we add the 11,300 Mexican ser-
vice pensions granted under the
Act of Congress, the increase of
pensions granted would reach 43,-
848, making an ave.age of 1,289
more pensions granted each month
by this administration than by 1its
predecessor.

To turther illustrate the work
done in this importa.t braneh of
the public: ervice, we will take two
iull years of Dudley’s administra-
tion and compare the same with
two full years of L*emocratid ad-
minis/ration:

1888, .Original pensions granted 88,162
1884..0Original pensions granted 34,182
Total ; 72,844
1886..0riginal pengions granted 40.857
1887..0riginal pensions granted §5,194
Total 96,081

Increase in favor of this admin-
istration over its predecessor of
23,607 original pensions granted in
the two years services given.

PENSIONS GRANTED OF ALL CLASS-
ES

The more fully to give our com
prehensive statement of the work
done in all classes of claims, we
tave from the records as may be
sean by reference to the Commis-
sioner’s yearly reports, the allow-
anees and pensions granted 1n all
classes:

1883. . Originals allowed 38,162
Increase claime allowed 22,716
Restorati8n, re-issues, ete., 798

Total for the ycar 61,704

1884, .Qriginals allo wed 34.182
Inerease claims allowe : 22 817
Restoratiou, re-iss! es, ctc., 1,281

Total for the year 57,920

1885..0riglnals allowed 35,767
Increase claime allowed 33,985
Restorations, re-issn s, ete., 1,833

Total for tCe yesr 5wl

Grand total ef all classesof claims

allowed and certificates esgued in
he three vears of Republican
r le ; 181,214

1886..Orlginals allowed 40,857
Increase clafme &llowed 113.27
PBestorgtionc, re-iggnes, etc.. 2,229 i

Tseal for the year " 56,857

1887, .Originals allowed 55,194
Increase claims aijowed 32,1¢€7
Restorations, re-iggnes, cte. 2,707

Total for the year 90,008

1888. . Originals allowed to May Ist, 44,608
Increase claims allowed 32,028
Restorations .re-issuee, etc., 11,583
Mexican War allowed 11,200

Totai or the-10 months 99,519

Grand total for the 2 years and 10 months
under the Demoeratic administration of
peusions granted & certificates issued 840,940
Making a grand total of increase
in claims of all classes admitted
and certificates issued by t:is ad-
ministration in thirty-four months’
work over its predecessor in thirty-
six months of 149,729; or, to state
it in another form, General Black
issued 4,716 more certifieates each
month than his Republican prede-
Cessor.

CraiMs RRIECTED.

It is well known to the rcader
that there has been an indecent
¢lamor raised all over the country
against the present administration
of the Pension Office by the Re-

result: felamorous political rogues, we here

| ciontly the work in that department

| control, acd when they go over the

| elude that the present administra-

fact made mo diffarence with the
political demagogues who hoped
to score a point for their party with
the soldier elemeut by attacks upon
the Democratic admiwnistration.—
In order to silence forever sueh

give a comparison of claims re-
) cted, by years:

1683..Originals reected 16,901
Widows originals 4,512
Navy claims 86

Total ‘zee Repor! y 87’ 22 28!

1854, .Orld‘inals rejecied 7,557
Widows’ originals 4.98%
Navy claime 459

Toaal ‘sce Report p 22 23,020

I806..Originals rejected 15,918

Widows' orig nals

Navy claims 662
20,308

Total *‘see Revort. p 17’ 20,308

1887. .Originals rejected 7,857
Widows’ originals 8,481
Navy claims 412
Toisl ‘sse Report, p 41° 11,550

We have taken two full years of
the Republican administration;and
by comparing the work of reject-
ing soldiers’ claims with that of
the two full y:ars of the Demo-
cratic administration our comrades
will discover that in the years
1883 an< 1884 the Republican
Commissioner of Pensions reject-
ed 13,460 more original claims
than were rejected by General
Black, the present Commissioner,
in the same length of time.

We omitted the year 1885, in
which 17,323 claims were rejected,
nearly all by the Republican Com-
missioner who had econtrol nine
months of that year. It is not
vhat political opponents may say,
but it is the records that “tell the
truth.”

Funps DISBURSED.

The following table showing the
disbursement of funds to pension-
ers for the past six years, do not
indicate that the Democratic par-
ty has entertained that great en-
mity te the soldiers so maliciously
declared in the campaign of 1884

by the Republican press. Here

is the comparison:

For 1883, Dudley, Commiseioner, $ 60.434,072 85
' 1884, &e ‘ g 57,29,536 74
| ; 5,008,706 7

Total in the three years, $188,399,216 31

For 1885, B ack, Commissioner,  § ¢ 4,684,270 45
VEUIRRY, ¥ 74 810,456 85
‘1888, x¢ “low estimate,’’ .mQOQ 00

Total in three years, $216,399,757 30

Increase in disbursements on
account of pensions for the past
three years under a Democratie
administration over the three pre-
ceding years of Republican rule
of $33,000,540.99.

Had it not been for the change
of administrations in the pension
offiee the soldiers cf the country
could mnot have known how ineffi-

was carried on under Republican

foregoivg figures of eomparison
in all branches of theadjudication
of pension claims they must con-

tion has done far more for them
than its predecessor.
PENSION LEGISLATION.

The Act of August 4, 1886, ap-
proved by President Cleveland,
increasing the pensions of 10,030
maimeed soldiers from $24 to $30,
from $30 t« %36 and from $37.50 to
$45 per month, aund the Act of
March 19, 1886, increasing the
pensions from $8 to $12 per month
of 72,989 soldiers’ widows and de-
pencents, stands as a mbnument of
justice to these wurthy beneficiar-
iesof a grateful country. General
Black’s administration issued these
79,989 certificates in additio.. to
the work and -certificates noted
already in three months and with-
out one cent of expense to the
pensioners.

My Republican friends, we are
giving you record facts, which, i
rightly and honestly «¢onsidered,
must convince you that your party
leaders stand convicted of deceit
and the use of dishonest and false

publican pres:, charging that sol-
diers’ claims were being perempto- |
rily rejected without cause other:
than that of enmity to the soldier, |
and nearly every rejected claim has |
had an airing by some. Rapublican, |
and ths. Commissioner roundly!
abused.

|

jndge if we have not had a better,

claimant files evidenee, but this

1t is well known fo the| ‘
informed that al! rejected pension | than that of investigating soldiers’
claims are re—opened whenever the l

representations for political ends.
But let us pursue the records still

further.
SPECIAL IEXAMINERS FOR THE FIELD
There is no branch of the public

sorviee that has been more abused
‘-u" Republican administrations

NlJMPER 20

S

fI: has been charged that these ex.
' aminers were more direetly inter-
ested in their party’s success than
in the work of assisting claimants
1n proving up their pension elaims.
Espeeially was this the case in 1884
As to how well founded such a
charge may have heen we will taka
th : records of th¢ !ast fiscal vear
of Republican rule in the pension
office-

Average numbdr o1 examiners in the field, 308
Soldiers’ claims investigated 9,831
Reports made, 39,85
Depositions taken. 189,74g

Credibility reports, 23,863
Total expenses of the examiners, $514,269 18
Average ccst of invesiigating 9,881 claims
each, $52 381
Now, for a fair comparison, let
us take the year 1887 under a Dem-
ocratic administration:

Avsrage number of examiners in tee fleld, 253
Soldlers claim« investigated, 31,010
Reports made, 26,399
Depositions taken, 140.5644
Crediility repo ts, 33,863
Total expenses of examiners £427,404 20
Average eost of inves igfiting 31,010 claims

each $13 78

Difference in te cost of every
claim investigated in the last year
of the Republican administration
over the last year of the psesent
administration of $38 52.

In the last year of Rapublican
rule, which included the campaign
of 1884, the traveling expenses of
special examiners in the field, as
shown in the report of that year,
was $343 551 00 whi'e in the last
year it was only $153,180.20. To
this fact we may charge the in-
crease cost of $38.53 in euch elaim
investigated nnder Dudley’s ad-
ministration, and to this fact we
may also charge that but little
doubt can exist in the minds of
the public that the special exam-
iners in the field in the campaign
of 1884 were but little less than a
body of recruiting sergeants for
the Republican party.

But that the writer may not be
charged with seleeting special pe-
rieds in comparing the work of the
pension office, we will take the last
two fiscal years of the Republican
administration and compare it with

| the last two years of the Demo-

cratic administration:

Average number of special examiners in
the field for the last two years of Dud-

lev’s administration, 280
Total number or claims investigated, 17,288
Average eost of each investigation, $49 50
Average number of examinersin the field

for the iast two years,

Total number of claims Investigated, 42,726
Average eost of each investigation, $20 90

These are the figures taken from
the records and embodied in the
reports for the years named, which
show that for the past two years
25,442 more elaims of soldiers for
} ensions wer» 1nvestigated than in
the lasl two years of the Republi-
can administration, with 24 less
special examiners in the field, and
at a cost of $28.60 less for each
case examined, ;

Can bur edmrades in Wells coun-
ty, and we may say in the State of

Indiana, see anything in this to
commend? As we have said, it
was proclaimed from gtump and

forum by the Republican party in
thelast Presidential campaign that
the success of our pension system
depended upon the continuance of
the Republican party in power.—
Do the showings we have given so
indicate? On the contrary, it es-
tablishes tie fact that the change
of administration in the pen.ion
office came none too soon, and that
the interest of every soldier in the
State demanded the change. It
also shows that the Democratic
party has done better, given a
cleaner administration, and had a
better and higher regard for the
claims of soldiers pending in the
office, many of them for long years,
than had attained by its predeces-
sor. ‘

Ex-UnioN SoLpI1ers IN OFFICE.

That we may continue the refu—
tation th-t this administration s,
hostile t the soldier, we will“in-
form our Repubiican friends that
Presi .ent Cleveland has appointed
fifteen ex-Union sodiers to the
pension agencies of the country
that are engaged in disburs.ny the
pension funds, many of whose
places were filled under Repulican
rule by civilians because of their '
party influence. Another of his
appointees has charge of the Chi-
cago agency in the person of the

claims through the system of spe-
ial yension examiners in the field.

(Concluded on 4th page.)




