
SERVICE PENSIONS.

The Dependent Parent and In-

digent Soldier Bill Vetoed

by the President.

Full Text of the Executive’s Mes-

sage Objecting to the

Measure.

In the National House ot Representatives,
11th inst., a message was received from the
President transmitting without his approval the
¦dependent pension bill. The text of the mes-

sage is as follows:
“To the House of Representatives: I herewith

return without my approval House bill No.
10457, entitled ‘An act for the relief of depend-
ent parents and honorably discharged soldiers
and sailors who are now disabled and depend-
ent upon their own labor for support.’

“This is the first general bill that has been
sanctioned by Congress since the close of the

late civil war permitting a pension to the sol-
diers and sailors who served in that war upon
the ground of service and present disability,
alone, and the entire absence of any injuries
received by the casualties or incidents of such
service.

“While by almost constant legislation since
the close of this war there ha 3 been compensa-
tion awarded for every possible injuryreceived

as a result of military service in the Union

army, and while a great number of laws passed
for th’tpurpose have been administered with
great liberality and have been supplemented
by numerous private acts to reach special
-cases, there has not, until 1 ow, been an avowed
departure from the principle thus far adhered
to respecting Union soldiers, that the bounty of
the Government in the way of pensions' is
generously bestowed when granted to those
who, in this military service and in line of
military duty, have to a greater or less extent
been disabled.

“But it is a mistake to suppose that service
pensions, such as are permitted by the second
section of the billunder consideration, are new
to our legislation. In 1818, thirtv-flve years after
the close of the Revolutionary war, they were

granted to the soldiers engaged in that strug-
gle, conditional upon service to the end of the
war. or for a term not less than nine months,
and requiring every beneficiary under the act to
be one ‘who is, or hereafter by reason of his re-
duced circumstances in life shall be, in need
of assistance from his country for support.’ An-
other law of like character was passed in 1828,
requiring service to the close of the Rev-
olutionary war,’ and still another, passed in
1832, provided for those persons not included in
the previous statute, but who served two years
at some time during the war, and giving a pro-
portionate sum to those who had served not

less than six months.
“A service pension law was passed for the

benefit of the soldiers of 1812 in the year 1871—
fifty-sixyears after the close of the war—which
required only sixty days’ service, and another
was passed in 1878—sixty-three years after the

war—requiring only fourteen days’ service.
“The service pension bill passed at this ses-

sion of Congress, thirty-nine years after the
close of the Mexican war, for the* benefit of the
soldiers of that war, requires either some de-

gree of disability or dependency or that the
claimant under its provisions should be 62 years

¦of age; and in either case that he should have
served sixty days or been actually engaged in a

battle.

“Itwill be seen that the bill of 1818 and the
Mexican pension bill, being thus passd nearer
the close of the wars in which its beneficiaries
were engaged than the others—one thirty-five
years and the other thirty-nine years after the
termination of such wars—embraced persons
who were quite advanced in age, assumed to be

¦comparatively few in number, and whose cir-
cumstances, dependence, and disabilities were

-clearly defined and could be quite easily fixed.
“The other laws referred to appear to have

been passed at a time so remote from the mili-
tary service of the persons which they em-

braced that their extreme age alone was deemed
to supply a presumption of dependence and
need.

“The number of enlistments in the revolu-
tionary war is stated to be 309,791, and in the
war of 1812, 576,622; but it is estimated that on
.account of repeated re-enlistments the num-

ber of individuals engaged in these wars did
not exceed one-half of the number represented
by these figures: Inthe war with Mexico the
number of enlistments is reported to be 112,230,
which represents a greater proportion of indi-
viduals engaged than the reported enlistments
in the two previous wars.

“The number of pensions granted under all
laws to soldiers ot the revolution is given at

-62,069; to soldiers of the war of 1812 and their
widows, 60,178, and to soldiers of the Mexican
war and their widows, up to June 30, 1885,
7,619. This number of pensions Was granted to
the soldiers of a war involving much hardship
for disabilities incurred as a result of such
service, and it was not till within the last
month that the few remaining survivors were
awarded a service pension.

“Thewarofthe rebellion terminated nearly
twenty-two years ago; the number of men fur-
nished for its prosecution is said to be 2,772,408.
Under these statutes 561,576 -pensions have been
granted from the year 1861 to June 30, 1886, and
more than 2,600 pensioners have been added to
the rolls by private acts passed to meet cases,
many of them of questionable merit, which the
general laws did not cover. On July 1,1886,
365,673 pensioners of all classes were upon the
pension rolls, of whom 305,6 5 were survivors of
the war of the rebellion and their widows and
dependents : for the year ending June 30, 1887,
875,000,000 have been appropriated for the pay-
ment of pensions, and the amount expended
for that purpose from 1861 to Julv 1,1886. is

“While annually paying out such a vast sum
for pensions already granted, itis now proposed
by the bill under consideration to award a ser-
vice pension to soldiers of all wars in which the
United States has been engaged, including, of
-course, the war of the rebellion, and to pay
those entitled to the benefit of the act 112 per
month. So far as itrelates to the soldiers of the
late civil war, the bounty it affords them is
given thirteen years earlier than it has been
furnished to the soldiers of any other war, and
before a large majority of its beneficiaries have
advanced in age beyond the strength and vigor
-of the prime of life. It exacts only a military
or na,val service of three months, without any
requirements of actual engagement with an

enemy in battle, and without a subjection to
any of the actual dangers of war.

“The pension it awards is allowed to enlisted
men who have -not suffered the least injury,
disability, loss, or damage of any kind incurred
in or inany degree referable to their military
service, including those who never reached the
front at all and those discharged from rendez-
vous at the close of the war if discharged three
months alter enlistment. Under the last call
-of the President for troops, in December, 1864
11.303 men were furnished who were thus dis-
charged.

“The section allowing this pension does, how-
ever, require, besides a service of three months
and an honorable discharge, that those seeking
the benefit of the act shall be such as are mw
-or may hereafter be suffering from mental or
physical disability not the result of their own
vicious habits or gross carelessness, which in-

capacitates them for the per. ormance of labor
in such a degree as to render them unable to
cam a support, and who are dependent upon
their daily labor for support.

“Itprovides futther that such persons shall
¦upon making proof of the fact, ‘be placed on the
list of invalid pensioners of the United States,
and be entitled to receive for such total ina-
bilityto procure their subsistence by daily la-
bor 812 per month, and such pension shall com-
mence from the filing of the application in the
Pension Office, upon proof that the disability
¦then existed, and continue during the existence
of the same in the degree herein provided, that
persons who are now receiving pensions under

existing laws, or whose claims are pending in
the Pension Office, may, by application to the
Commissioner of Pensions in such form as he
may prescribe, receive the benefit of this act.’

“It is manifestly of the utmost importance
¦that statutes, which, like pension laws, should
be liberally administered as measures of be-
nevolence in behalf of worthy bdheficiaries
should admit of no uncertainty as to their gen-
eral objects and consequence’s.

“Upon a careful consideration of the language
¦of. the section of this billabove given, it seems
to me to be so uncertain, and liable to such con-

flicting constructions, and to be subject to such
uujust and mischievous application, as to alone
furnish sufficient ground for disapproving the
proposed legislation. Persons seeking to obtain
the pension provided by this section must be
now or hereafter— y :

toilit .Sufiferil^ g ft‘om mental or physical disa-

*2. Such disability must not be the result of

their own vicious habits or gross carelessness.’
“3. Such disability must be such as inca-

pacitates them for the performance of labor
in such a degree as to render them unable to
earn a support.'

“4. They must be ‘dependent upon their daily
labor for support.’

*5. Upon proof ot these condition they shall
be ‘placed on the list of invalid pensioners of
the United States and be entitled to receive for
such total inability to procure their subsistence
by daily labor 812 per month.’

“It is not probable that the words last quoted,
‘such total inabilityto procure their subsistence
by daily labor,’ at all qualify the conditions
prescribed in the preceding language of the sec-

tion. The ‘total inability’ spoken of must be
‘such’ inability ; that is, the inability already
described and constituted by the conditions
already detailed in the previous parts of the
section. It thus becomes important to consider
the meaning and the scope of these last-men-
tioned conditions.

“The mental and physical disability spoken
of has a distinct meaning in the practice of the
Pension Bureau, and includes every impair-
ment of bodily or mental strength and vigor.
For such disabilities there are now paid 131
different rates of pensions, ranging from 81 to

8100 per month. This disability must not be
the result of the applicant's ‘vicious habits or

gross carelessness.’ Practically this provision
is not important. The attempt of the Govern-
ment to escape the payment of a pension on

such a plea would, of course, in a very large
majority of instances, and regardless of the

merits of the case, prove a failure. There
would be that strange but nearly universal will-
ingness to help the individual, as between him
and the public treasury, which goes very far to
insure a state of proof in favor of the claimant.

“The disability of applicants must be such as

to Incapacitate them for the performance of
labor in such a degree as to render them unable
to earn a support.’ It will be observed that
there is no limitation or definition of the inca-

pacitating injury or ailment itself. It need only
be such a degree of disability from any cause
as renders the claimant unable to earn a sup-
port by labor. It seems to me that the ‘support’
here mentioned as one which cannot be earned
is a complete and entire support, with no dim-
inution on account of the least impairment of
physical or mental condition. If it had been
intended to embrace only those who by disease
or injury were totally unable to labor, it would
have been very easy to express that idea in-
stead of recognizing, as it has done, a ‘degree’
of such inability.

“What is a support? Who is to determine
whether a man earns it, or has or has itnot?
Is the Government to enter the homes of claim-
ants for pensions and after an examination of
their surroundings and circumstances settle
those questions ? Shall the Government say to
one man that his manner of subsistence by his
earnings is a support, and to another that the
things his earnings furnish is not a support?
Any attempt, however honest, to administer
this law in such manner would necessarily pro-
duce more unfairness and unjust discrimina-
tion, and give more scope for partisan partiali-
ty, and would result in more perversion of the
Government’s benevolent Intentions than the
execution of any statute ought to permit.

“If, in the effort to carry out the proposed law,
the degree of disability as related to earnings
be considered for the purpose of discovering if,
in any way, itcurtails the support which the ap-

plicant, if entirely sound, would earn, and to
which he is entitled, we enter the broad field
long occupied by the Pension Bureau, and we

recognize as the only difference between the
proposed legislation and previous laws passed
for the benefit of the surviving soldiers of the
civilwar the Incurrence in one case of disabili-
ties in military service, and iu the other disa-
bilities existing but in no way connected with
or resulting from such service.

“It must be borne in mind that in no case is

there any grading of this, proposed pension.
Under the operation of the rule first suggested,
ifthere is a lack in any degree, great or small,
of the ability to earn such a support as the gov-
ernment determines the claimant should have,
and bY the application of the rule secondly sug-

fested, if there is a reduction in any degree of
he support which he might earn if sound, he is

entitled to a pension of 812.
“In the latter case, and under the provision of

the proposed bill permitting persons now receiv-
ing pensions to be admitted to tbe benefits of
the act, Ido not see how those now on the pen-
sion roll for disabilities incurred in the service,
and which diminish their earning capacity, can

be denied the pension provided in this bill.
“Of course none will apply who are now re-

ceiving 812 or more per month. But on June
30, 1886, there were on the pension rolls 202,621
persons who were receiving fifty-eight different
rates of pension, from 81 to 811.75 per month.
Of these 28,142 were receiving 82 per month,
63,116 84 per month, 37,254 86 per month, and
50,274 whose disabilities were rated at 88 per
month.

“As to the meaning of the section of the bill
under consideration there appears to have been
quite a difference of opinion among its advocates
in the Congress. The Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Pensions in the House of Representa-
tives, who reported the bill, declared that there
was in it no provision for pensioning any one

who has a less disability than a total disability
to labor, and that it was a charity measure.
The Chairman of the Committee on Pensions
in the Senate, having charge of the bill in that

body, dissented from the construction of the bill
announced in the House of Representatives, and
declared that it not only embraced all soldiers

totally disabled, but in his judgment all who
are disabled to any considerable extent, and
such a construction was substantially given to

the bill by another distinguished Senator, who,
as a former Secretary of the Interior, had
imposed upon him the duty of executing pen-
sion laws and determining their intent and
meaning.

“Another condition required of claimants un-

der this act is that they shall be dependent
upon their daily labor for support. This lan-

guage, which may be said to assume that there
exists within the reach of the persons men-

tioned ‘labor
’

or the ability in some degree to
work, is more aptly used in a statute describ-
ing those not wholly deprived of this ability
than in one which deals with those utterly un-

able to work.
“I am of the opinion that it may fairlv be con-

tended that under the provisions of this section

any soldier whose faculties of mind or body
have become impaired by accident, disease, or

age. irrespective of his service in the army as a

cause, and who by his labor only is left incapa-
ble of gaining the fair support he might with
unimpaired powers have provided for himself,
and who is not so wellendowed with this world’s
goods aB to live without work, may claim to par-
ticipate in its bounty; that it is not required
that he should be without property, but only
that labor should be necessary to his support in
some degree, nor is it required that he should
be now receiving support from others.

“Believing th 8 to be the proper interpretation
of the bill, I cannot but remember that the

soldiers of our civil war in their pay and

bounty received such compensation for military
se- vice as has never been received by soldiers
before since mankind went to war; that nover

before, on behalf of any soldiers, have so many
and such generous laws been passed to re-

lieve against the incidents of war; that stat-
utes have Le;n passed giving them a prefer-
ence in all public eihployments; that the
really needy and homeless Union soldiers
of the rebellion have been, to a large
extent provided for at soldiers’ homes, insti-
tuted and supported by the Government, where
they are maintained together, free from the
sense of degradation which attaches to the
usual support of charity, and that never before
in the history of the country has it been pro-
posed to render Government aid toward the
support of any of its soldiers based alone upon
a milit iry service so recent, and where age and
circumstances appeared so little to demand
such aid.

“Hitherto such relief has been granted to sur-
viving soldiers, few in number, venerable in

age, after a long lapse of time since their mili-
tary service, and as a parting benefaction
tendered by a grateful people. I cannot be-
lieve that the* vast peaceful army of Union
Bold ers who, having contentedly resumod their

place in the ordinary avocations of life, cherish
as sacred the memory of patriotic service, or
who, having been disabled bv tup casualties of
war, justly regard the present pension roll, on

whicu appear their names, rs a roll of honor,
desire at this time and in the pres nt exigency
to be confounded with those who, through such
a bill as this, are willingto be objects of simply
charity and to gain a place upon the pension
roll through alleged dependence.

“Recent personal observation and experience
constrain me to refer to another result which
willinevitably follow the passage of this bill.
It is sad, but nevertheless true, that already in
the matter of procuring pensions there exists a

widespread disregard of truth and good faith,
stimulated by those who as agents undertake to
establish claims for pensions, heedlessly en-
tered upon by the expectant beneficiary, and
encouraged, or at least not condemned, by those
unwillingto obstruct a neighbor's plans.

“In the execution .of this proposed law, under

any interpretation, a wide field of inquiry would

[ be opened for the establishment of facts largely
i within the knowledge of the claimants alone,
< and there can be no doubt that the race after

the pensions offered by this bill would not only
' stimulate weakness and pretended incapacity
for labor, but put a further premium on dis-

| honesty and mendacity.
“Tbe'effect of invitations to apply for pen-

, sions, or of new advantages added to causes for
pensions already existing, is sometimes

] startling. Thus in March. 1879, large arrearages
of pensions were allowed to be added to all
claims filed prior to July 1, 1880. For the year
from July 1, 1879, WJuly lrlßßo. there were filed
110,673 claims, though in the year immediately
previous there were but 36,832 filed, and in tbe

. year following but 18,455.

: “While cost should not be set against a pa-
' triotic duty or the recognition of a right, still,

j when a measure proposed is based upon gener-

I osity or motives of charity, it is not amiss to
meditate somewnat upon the example which it
involves. Experience has demonstrated, I be-
lieve, that all estimates concerning the prob-
able future cost of a pension list are uncertain
and unreliable, and always fall far below actual
realization.

“The Chairman of the House Committee on
Pensions calculates that the number of pension-
ers under this bill would be 33,105, and the in-
creased annual cost 84,767,410. This is upon the
theory that only those who are entirely unable
to work would be its beneficiaries. Such was

the principle of the revolutionary pension law
of 1818, much more clearly stated, it seems to

me, than in this bill. When the law of 1818 was

upon its passage in Congress, the number of
pensioners to be benefited thereby was thought
to be 374, hut the number of applicants under
the act was 22,297. and the number of pensions
actually allowed—2o,4Bs—costing, it is report-
ed, for the first year, 81,847,900, instead of 840,-
000, the estimated expense for that period.

“Alaw was passed in 1853 for the benefit of
the surviving widows of revolutionary soldiers
who were married after Jan 1, 1800. It was es-
timated that they numbered 300 at the time of
the passage of the act, but the number of pen-
sions allowed was 3,472, and the amount paid
for such pensions during the first year of the
operation of the act was 8180,000, instead of
8 24,000, as had been estimated. I have made
no search for other illustrations, and the above,
being at hand, are given as intending to show
that estimates cannot be relied upon in such
cases.

“If none should be pensioned under this bill
except those utterly unable to work, I am sat-
isfied that the cost stated in the estimate re-

ferred to would be many times multiplied, and
with a constant increase from year to year; and
if those partially unable to earn their support
should be admitted to the privileges of this bill,
the palpable increase of expense would be al-
most appalling.

“Ithink itmay be said that at the olose of the
war of the rebellion every Northern State and a

great majority of Northern counties and cities
were burdened withtaxation on account of the
large bounties paid our soldiers ; and the bond-
ed debt thereby created still constitutes a large
item in the account of the tax-gatherer against
the people. Federal taxation, no less borne by
the people than that directly levied
upon their property is, still maintained at the
rate made necessary by the exigencies of war.
If this bill should become a law, with its tre-
mendous addition to our previous obligations, I
am thoroughly convinced that further efforts to
reduce the Federal revenue and restore some

part of it to our people willand perhaps should
be seriously questioned.

“Ithas constantly been a cause of pride and
congratulation to the American citizen that his
country is not put to the charge of maintaining
a large standing army in time of peace. Yet
we are now living under a war tax which has
been tolerated in peaceful times to meet the
obligations incurred in war. But for years past,
in all parts of the country, the demand for the
reduction of the burdens of taxation upon our
labor and production has increased in volume
and urgency.

“I am not" willingto approve a measure pre-
senting the objections to which this billis sub-
ject, and which, moreover, will have the effect
of disappointing the expectation of the people
and their desire and hope for relief from war

taxation in time of peace. In my last annual
message the following language was used :

“

‘Every patriotic heart responds to a tender
consideration for those who, having served their
country long and well, are reduced to destitu-
tion and dependence, not as an incideut of their
service, but withadvancing age or through sick-
ness or misfortune. We are all tempted by the
contemplation of such a condition to supply re-

lief, and are often Impatient of the limitations
of public duty. Yielding to no one in the desire
to indulge this feeling of consideration, I cannot
rid myself of the conviction that if these ex-

soldiers are to be relieved, they and their cause
are entitled to the benefit of an enactment un-
der which relief may bo claimed as a right,
and that such relief should be granted under
the sanction of law, not in evasion of it; nor
should such worthy objects of care, all equally
entitled, be remitted to the unequal operation
of sympathy or of the tender mercies of social
and political influence, with their unjust dis-
criminations.’

“Ido not think that the objects, the condi-
tions, and the limitations thus suggested are

contained in the bill under consideration.
I adhere to the sentiments thus heretofore
expressed. But the evil threatened by this
bill is in my opinion such that, charged
with a great responsibility in behalf of
the people, I can not do otherwise than to
bring to the consideration of this measure my
best efforts of thought and judgment, and per-
form my constitutional duty in relation thereto
regardless of all consequences, except such as

appear to me to be related to the best and high-
est interests of the country.

“Gkoveb Cleveland.
“Executive Mansion, Washington, Feb. 11, 1887,"

For Strong Minds Only.
Some claim that the pulley is the oldest

mechanical invention, but probably the
crow-bar has a pryer claim.

The altitude of an orchard in California
is over six thousand feet. No wonder,
then, that California apples come high.

As her father was hanging around, he

merely said, “Iwillsee you in dew time,”
and she knew he meant in the evening.

A man having fallen down in a fit in a

tailor’s shop, an envious rival said: “That’s
the only fitever seen in that establishment.”

Carter Harrison says when he is run-

ning for office he would accept the devil’s

vote. But the devil has never been natural-
ized, and accepting his vote is an imp-
possibility.

“The boys have an appropriate name for
the pastry cook at our boarding-house,”
remarked the snake editor. “What is it?”
asked the horse editor. “She’s a darky
from Virginia, and they call her the old

dough minion. ”

She was looking for pieces for a crazy
quilt. “Could you tear off a few little

pieces from those silk patterns?” “I
should be delighted to do so,” replied the

clerk, “but you see this house is in favor of
a tear-off for revenue only.”

Uncle Jack (from whom Bob has ex-

pectations)—Very enjoyable, Bob. Wish I

didn’t live so far away, so that I could have
the pleasure of dropping in to have a snack
with you and Mary oftener. Bob—Quite
so. But then, my dear uncle, the less fre-

quent your visits are the more we appreciate
them.

The Ruling Passion.

“Well, old boy, you seem in good spir-
its,” said Jones to his friend Jollyboy, who
was in the last stages of consumption.
“You are determined to keep up vour heart,
live or die, I take it.”

“You bet! I’m bound to prove one of
those confounded old savings false, any-
how.”

“Which one?”

“Laugh and grow fat. I laugh enough
to weigh a ton.

”

“How's your appetite? Here’s some Cal-
ifornia grapes. Can you digest them?”

“I’lltry it once for luck. Just hand over

that pepsin bottle."
“What’s that for?”
“Like all that blasted bad-tasting ’pothe-

cary stuff there, merely to help a poor chap
todie-iest.”

INDIANA STATE NEWS.

—The remains of Henry Dunham,a pros-

perous farmer of Kosciusko County, In-

diana, were found in a lane leading from

the barn to the house. The hogs had eaten

the face and cut into the throat aud had

eaten the body and lower limbs, dragging
the intestines under a hay stack, where

they were found several hours after the

discovery of the body. Two hunters, who

found the body, stopped at the place to

get a drink of water. They went to the

house and found Mrs. Lucy Duuham,
marked with eight wounds, all made with

a knife. She was unconscious, but still

living. Their 20-mouths old child wa6

dead, with its throat cut from ear to ear,

aud lying on the floor about six feet from

the mother, who was also lying on the floor

dressed, but with her shoes off. Mrs.

Duuham recovered consciousness long
enough to ask if her husband was hurt.

Dunham was 56 years of age aud his wife is

46. At last accounts she was beginning to

sink and willprobably not live to tell the

story.
—The Montgomery County Orphans’

Home Association, at its nnuual meeting
for the election of officers, held at Craw-

fordsville, selected the following: Presi-

dent, Joseph Milligan; Vice President,
Mrs. J. M. Lane; Secretary, Mrs. M. E.

Campbell; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs.

N. Q. Irwin; Treasurer, Mrs. T. H. B.

McCain. Mrs. Jane Hinerwas ro-employed
as Matron of the Home. There are twenty
children now at (he Home, and during the

past year there has been an average of

about twenty-five all the time. The Home

was established in 1881 by Mrs. Susan

Wishard, who at that time took four small

girls from out the County Asylum. The

County Commissioners pay 25 cents per

day for each child cared for at the Home,
and furnish a farm of eighteen acres.

—The phenomenal fast of Mary Baker,
at Monon, White County, is rapidly draw-

ing to an end. Miss Baker began her fast

last October. She cannot eat or drink any-

thing. Nothing will stay on her stomach,
and injections are Equally useless. Mem-

bers of the medical fraternity are com-

pletely at sea in regard to the peculiar
disease. Several days ago the extremities

of the patient began to grow cold, and dis-

solution is now very near.

—Gov. Gray has revoked the parole of

Marvin Kuhns, sentenced to the northern

prison from Noble County, June 4, 1884,
for stealing a horse. He was to serve five

years, but, last June, on condition that he

would behave himself, return to his father’s

home and not drink, the Governor paroled
him. Recently Kuhns wbb rearrested for

grand larceny, and this led to the revoca-

tion of the parole, at the request of the

prosecuting attorney.
—Four Townships of Bartholomew

County voted on the question of subsidiz-

ing the Richmond and Evansville Railroad.
The amount asked from the four townships
was $41,900. Sand Creek gave a majority
of 120 for the proposition and Jackson was

almost unanimous in the same way, but

Wayne and Rockford voted negatively
by 34 and 70 majority, respectively. The

subsidy voted by Sand Creek and Jaokson
is about SII,OOO.

—A short time since a girl 10 years old,
of Wheeling, Carroll County, was bitten

by a cat, and she was attacked with

symptoms of hydrophobia. After suffer-

ing great agony for a few days the little

sufferer was relieved by death. The father

stated that while in one of her paroxysms
she bit the fingers of Dr. Loop, the at-

tending physician, from which he is suffer-

ing great pain.
—During the past winter three colored

children have been sent to attend school

with whites, at the “Murdock” schoolhouso,
in Boone Township, Harrison County,
causing considerable ill-feeling. The other

night the schoolhouse was destroyed by
fire, supposed to be the work of an in-

cendiary. The loss is SSOO.

—While John Marti, a farmer living be-

tween Troy and Tell City, was driving
along the road on the bank of the Ohio

River, the bank suddenly caved in,
precipitating him and liis team into the

raging Hood, and all were drowned. Marti

was about 45 years old, and leaves a widow

and eight children.

The stockholders of the Boone County
Agricultural Society elected the following
officers: J. M. Ball, President; E. G. Dar-

nali, Secretary; S. L. Cason, Treasurer;
T. A. Cobb, Superintendent. Tho date

for holding the next fair was fixed for the

week beginning Monday, Aug. 15.

¦—Roland Mills was found beating his

invalid mother, at Centerville, and nar-

rowly escaped rough usage at the hands of

indignant neighbors, who went to her res-

cue, but he proved to be crazy, and was

sent to the county asylum to await admis-

sion lo the insane asylum.
—Recently a dog belonging to John Gar-

ver, a farmer living near Goshen, went

mad, and before being killed, bit Mr.

Garver and bis son. They are both suffer-

ing from the effects of the poison, and it is

feared that they cannot escape hydropho-
bia.

—The merchants and others directly in-

terested, in Xenia, Miami County, have

organized a stock company for the purpose
of boring for natural gas. The stock is

almost taken, and work willprobably be

commenced in a few weeks.

—The jury in the case of Benj. D. Rich-
aids, of Russiaville, vs. The Town of

Marion brought in a verdict for the de-

fendant. About four months ago Rich-

ards fell on a sidewalk and broke his a£m,
and sued the town for $5,000.

—A company that has been boring for oil
six miles north of Monon, struck it at a

depth between six and seven hundred feet.

Excitement is running high over the find.

How Phil Sheridan Became a Soldier.

It is a well-known fact that Gen.
Sheridan's parents were people of very
mmble circumstances, and that his

father had a hard struggle to support
tnd educate his largn family. And it
was necessary for the boys early in life
to seek employment in order that they
might support themselves and assist
their father as much as possible. They
were all unusually bright and industri-

ous, and were not only willing but
anxious to do all they could.

At the time of which we write the

Lancaster (Ohio) Congressional Dis-

trict, in which old Mr. Sheridan and
his family resided, was represented by
a Democrat. This member was entitled
to the appointment of a cadet at the
West Point Military Academy, as were

all other members under the law. Be-

fore he had made a selection, however,
two of his constituents, both friends
of his, very wealthy, they concluded

that they would like to have their sons

receive the appointment, and according-
ly started out among his friends
iu the district to obtain recommenda-
tions to the member of Congress for

the appointment of his son. The men

were both well liked, and, as a conse-

quence, through their determined
efforts, almost all of the people in the
district had taken sides, and the Con-

gressman was pressed upon all sides
to appoint one or the other. He was

in a dilemma; to appoint either would

bring the enmity of the other and all
his friends. He concluded he would ad-
vise with Thomas Ewing, one of Ohio’s

greatest men, who was then a Sena-

tor and resided in the town of Lancaster.

Accordingly he went to the S. nator’s
house and explained the situation to

him.

Alter thinking the matter over for a

moment, the Senator said: “IfIwere

in your place I would not appoint
either of those boys. I would ftcieot

some poor man’s son and send him;
each of these men and liis friends would
be glad that you did not appoint the
dther’s son, and the whole people of
the district would applaud you for

sending a poor boy.” “That’s a capital
idea!” remarked the now delighted
member as he saw a way out of the

difficulty; “but where is there a boy I
can send?” Just then old Mr. Sheri-
dan, who was employed by Senator

Ewing, walked into the dining-roon|
where the two were sitting, with some

stove wood in his arms. “There,” said
the Senator, “is Mr. Sheridan; he has
some bright boys, and you couldn't do
better than to send one of them.” In
the meantime Sheridan had deposited
his wood in the box behind the stove
and was going out of the room. “Sher-
idan,” said the Senator, “how would

you like to have one of your boys go to

West Point?” “Idon’t know, sir,” re-

plied Sheridan; “I never thought of
that, and you know better about it than
I do. I would leave it all to you, sir.”

“Well,” said the Senator, “ifeither was

to be sent, which would you prefer to
have go?” “Idon’t know about that
either, sir. If it’s for books you want

him, you had better send Mike; but if
it’s for fighting you want him, you had

better send Phil.” And Sheridan went

his way. “There,” said the Senator to

the Congressman, “there’s your chance.

‘lt’s for fighting you want him,’ now

send Phil Sheridan.” And he did.—

Inter Ocean.

The Size of It.

It is doubtful if the intimate relation

between mass and dignity in physical
presence is at all appreciated. There
is a popular superstition that innate
majesty, some compelling power of the
intellect, is the secret of that influence
which leaders exercise over their follow-

ers; and although this may be true in
the long run, and despite tlie list of in-
stances from history with Napoleon L
at the head that may be brought up,
when it comes to immediate influence,
and to practical, every-day affairs, com-

mend us to the man of avoirdupois for

getting his own way and making him-
self felt in the world.

“Mysole ambition,” a gentleman of

pretty solid figure remarked the other

day, “is to weigh two hundred and

twenty pounds. When I have accom-

plished tliat I have no fear of getting
all the deference I want. Don’t you
notice how much more attention is paid
to men who are big? If a small-sized
individual begins to talk in a crowd

nobody pays the slightest attention to
him unless he has some sort of a bounc-

ing reputation; but if he is a large
man everybody turns round and says:
‘Let’s hear what this splendid great fel-
low has to say for himself.’ Oh, there
is nothing like size, Itell you, iu mak-

ing one’s way in the world.”
Of course there was a certain whim-

sicality in this, but there was, too, a

great deal of truth. There is a mo-

mentum and swing in mass, pure and
simple, against which nothing short
of the most vigorous intellect can hold
its own, and even that stands thechance
of being roughly used in a hand-to-
hand encounter. A large man pushes
himself forward simply by letting him-
self go. The force of gravitation seems

to be enough to take him along, once

he is star ted; and people stand out of

his way instinctively, with a fear learned
from the dangerous results of physical
mishaps. It was said of a huge bully
once that he got his way simply by the
size of his frown, and the principle is
of general implication. We are all of

us susceptible to mere size, anR how-
ever much we may pride ourselves upon
the unerring discrimination with which
we discern intellectual greatness, we

none the less are seldom able wholly to

free ourselves rom the domination of the

compelling brute force of physical bulk.
—Bouton Courier.

The largest copper plates ever rolled
in Pittsburgh, Pa., were turned out

last week. They were circular in form
and measured 176 inches in diameter.


