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A MASTERLY SPEECH.

United Sta‘es Senator Voorhees’ Open-
ing Gun in the .ndiana
Campaign.

One of the Most Eloguent and Forei-
he Addresses Ever Delivered
in the Westk

Terrible Arraignment of the Republican |
Party—Why the Government Should
Bemain Democratic.

(From the Indianapolis Sentinel.]
Senator D. W, Voorhees opened his campaign
in Indiana at Tomlinson Hall on the night of
Sept. 27. His speech was largely in the nature
of a reply to the Republican “key-note”

recently sounded by Senator Harrison,
The hall was filled with no less than 4,50) peo-
ple, despite the rain, and the reception which
the “Tall Sycamore” received was a complete
testimonial of his populurity with the masses
of Hoosier Democracy. When he entered the
hall the applause wus deafening.

When ex-Senator McDonald, as Chairman,
stepped forward and called the meeting to or-
der, he was given a grand ovation. He said:
“We have assembled for the purpose of hearing
our distinguished Senator and able Democratic
advocate, When we come together to attend to
one thing the best plan is to attend to it at once.”
He thereupon introduced Senator Voorhees, who
spoko as follows :

Mp, PRESIDENT AND FELLOW CITIZENS—
Among the varions manifestations of human de-
pravity there are none, perhaps, more revolting
to an upright mind than the practice of arraign-
ing and condemmning others for sins and crimes
which the accuser himself notoriously and
habitually commits, Nearly 1,900 years ago the
Savior of mankind pointed out and rebuked this
detestable vice when he exclaimed in tones
which will never die away :

“And why beholdest thou the mote that is in
thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam
that is in thine own eye? -

“Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, let me
pull out the mote out of thine eye, and behold,
& beam is in thine own eye?

“Thou hyrocrite, first cast ont the beam out
of thine own eye, una then shalt thou see clear-
ly to cast out the imote out of thy brother's
eye.”

From the day of the delivery of the Sermon on
the Mount until the present time, I doubt if
there was ever n 1ore complete and thorough
illustration of the coaducetor which the hypo-
crite was there denounced by the divine tongue
than wus presented by the leaders of the lte-
publican party in Indiuna at their recent State
Conveut on. Loaded with the obloquy und
shame of maludministration in every depuart-
ment of the Government; full of guilt in con-
nection with every branch of the public service;
tatooed all over with charges, sp-cifications,
and proofs of fraud and corruption made by the
most honored men who ever belonged to that
organization, tue Republican party, with an
effrontery and mendacity unequaled in the his-
tory of political literature, now comes forward,
and in u ruiling accusation, full of the spirit of
malice and slander, sceks to tusten upon others
the ineffacable stigma of its own well-known
and most enormous offenses,

In the Republican platform of Septembor 2d
it is charged that the Democratic party has
“succeded to power in the National Go.ermmnent
by virtue of unpardonable crime against free
suffrage,” and it is then further declared that
“the security of government rests upon an
equul, intelligent and houest ballot, and we re-
new oar declaration against crimes of fraud and
violence, wherever practiced und under what-
ever form, whereby the right of every man to
cast one vote, and have that vote counted and
returned, is imperiled or abridged.” 'I'he as-
sumption here that Cleveland anl Hendricks
were elected by unpardonable crimes against
free sufirage, and the declaration in favor of an
honest ballot and a fair count, are mundo by thnt
party which only ten years ago disfranchised
Btates, set aside legal returns, organized fraudu-
lent Returning Bourds, debauched the ballot-
box, trampled upon constitutionnl majorities,
and by open forgeries, and wholesule per-
iury and the subornation of perjury, stole the

>residency of the United States. Are we sup-
posed to have forgotten the great fraud, the
atrocious crime of 1876, whereby Louisiana and
Florida were made to elect & President against
whoin they had given large, distinct, and
legally ascertained majorities? 'I'he Republi-
can candidate for Governor of Louisinnn was
beaten by his Democratic opponens neanrly ten
thousand, and did not pretend to clain tle
office. Haves was in a still smmaller minority,
and yet perjury and forgery ganve him the elec-
toral vote of the State. Idonot balieve there
is now living a fair minded man, well-informed
upon the subject, who will attempt to maintain
that Hayes and Wheeler were elected. The ma-
jorivy uganinst them on the popular vote wus over
& quarter of a million, and tne lawful returns
were beyond question before any unbiased tribu-
nal. All the powerful machinery of the Repub-
lican party, however, then intrenched in all the
high und low places of the government, with
the purse and the sword at its command, was
put in motion to subvert the well-known will of
the peoplo, and to .Mexicunize the country, for
the time being, by a fraudulent revolution, The
leaders of the party here in Indiana, who now
calumniate their neighbors, knew then, as they
do now, that a gigantic fraud was consummated,
but they eagerly urged it on, and without com-
punction grusped and enjoyed its fruits. Their
allegution that the success of the Democratic
party is due tO crinies against free suffrage has
not a vestige of proof, nor a single fact on which
to rest, while tuae imperishable records of the
country in its public archives establish all the
details of the conspiracy which, beginning at
the Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York, at midnight,
November 6, 1876, in a conclave of well-known
partics, culminateda on the 4th of March, 1877,
in th;s triumph of a dishonest ballot and a false
count,

It is a well-known fact, too, and one which’
will pass into history, that a similar conspiracy
agast the right of the majority to govern was
not only contemplated, but was organized in
1884, for the purpose of manufacturing false and
forged returns in the State of New York, with
which to defeat Clevelund and Hendricks. It
was ouly when the plotters and fraudmongers
heard the rising wrath of the American people,
like the angry ruar of the ocean in a storm, that
they quailed and trembled for their own safety,
and realized that such a stupendous villainy as
that of 1876 could never be perpetrated a second
time on American goil.

If some of my hearers should suggest that
these matters are past and not present issues,
mg' answer i8 that if » man whom I knew to be
& highwayman should “insist on lecturing me
upon the evils of stopping stage coaches and
robbing travelers, I would feel impelled to ro-
mind him of his own infamous career upen the
subject under’ discussion. And so mow, when
E;)liticn;l Pharisees, with beams of fraud as

rge as ship’s timbers in their own eyes, pre-
sume to sit in judgment and denounce imagin-
ary motes in other people’s eyes, I think it well
to flare the scroll of their sins in their faces,
aud br ng them into the derision and contempt
they deserve, '

In close connection, however, with its asser-
tions in regard to free suffrage and an honest
count, this extraordinary platform gives still
further and very forcible illustration of the ex-
tent to which a combination of hypoerisy and
audacity éan go. In its colossal libel, its
mountain of calumny on the Democratic party,
we find the following :

“Under its control the civil service has been |
degrrded by the appointment not only of unfis

persons but of eonvicted criminals to posts of
responsibility and honor. It has scandalized
justice and decency by the methods inaugu-
rated by the Postottice and other departinents
to distributs the offices to party workers, while
it sought to placate the growing sentiment
against the fpoits system by false pretenses.
The Federal appointments in Indiana are o
fair suiople of what has brought the cause of
civil-scrvice reform into needless disfavor and
madea its success an impossibility under Demo-
cratic suspices.” X
And then further on inthe body of the plat-
formn, where its authors gave themselves up
without stint to self-righteous laudation, the
following resolution is discovered :
“We t1vor a thorough and honest emforcement
ol the civil-service law, and the extension of its
rinciples to the State administration wherever
t can be made Jrr.::ﬁcuble,tothe end thatthe
corruption and ‘ant abuses that exist in the
management of our public institutions may be

done away with, and they be liberated from
»artisan control.”

: Here, upon the one hand, is a bold and bitter
arraignmuent of the Democratic party, and on
the other a high profession of duty proclaimed
on the part of the Republican party, on the sqb-
ject of the civil-servics of the country, its
abuses, and its reformation. A stranger to the
history of this country, in reading the extracts
just submitted, would conclude without hesxt'a-
tion tuat the Republican partv, during ell its
Jong lease of power, had never touched the eivil
service of the Government except to purify it
from all corruption, and elevate it above ull de-
grading influences, Looking at this platiorm,
end conceding, for the sake of the case, that its
framers are honest men, wio would suppose
that during twenty vears of national adminis-
tration, and at the close of that lcng and event-
ful period, the Republican party had in-
flicted upon this country a ecivil service so
corrupt, administrative methods so unclean,
and official conduct so foul with plunder, that
not only its own best eleinents revolted from it
hare at home, but that the distant nations of
the earth took notice of our shame and scoffed
atour political impurities and official debauch-
eries, Ten years ago I witnessed the arraign-
ment of a Republican Secretary of War under
articles of impeachment for alleged corruption
in office, A hurried resignation, hastily ten-
dered and hastily accepted, protected the ac-
cused from a trial upon the merits of his case,
nor have I any judgment to pass upon him now.
In the prosecution of that case, however, at the
bar of the Senate of the United States, I heard
Mr. George F. Hoar, then a member of the
House, and now a Senator from Massachusetts,
make the following appalling comments on the
civil service of the Governinent which had then
been for fifteen years continually under the
control of the Republican party :

“My own public life,” said this Republican
leader of New England, “has been a very brief
and insignificant one, extending little beyond
the duration of a single term of Senatorial of-
fice ; but in that brief period I have seen five
Judges of a high court of the United States
driven from oftice by threats of impeachment
for corrupt admintstration. I have heard the
taunt, from friendliest lips, that wben the
United States presented herself in the East to
take part with the civilized world in generous
competition in the arts of life, the only product
of her institutions in which she surpassed all
others beyond question was her corruption.”

How hideous and revolting this picture ap-
pears when you look it deliberately and square-
ly in the face! When the nations of the earth
submitted the productions of their genius and
Jabor at the world's expositions in Kurope, and
we joined them, the only superiority conceded
to the American Republic was that her institu-
tions, a8 administered by the Republican party
in the height of its power, were more prolific of
corruption than all others in the world besides.
Mr. Hoar gave many details of fraud and mal-
administration in the domestic affairs of the
Government as reasons for our bad eminence in
cvil faine abroad. That offspring of Republi-
can cunning and avarice, the Credit Mobilier,
was painted on the canvas of historv as follows :

“When the greatest railroad of the world,
binding together the continent and uniting the
two great seas which wash our shores, was fin-
ished, I have seen our national triumph and ex-
ultation turned to bitterness and shame by the
unanimous reports of three coinmittees of Con-
gress, two of the House and one here, that every
step of that mighty enterpriss had been taken
in fraud.”

A mighty march of fraud, paid for with hun-
dreds of millions stolen from the tax-paying labor
of the country! It embraced in its moving
column Republican officials from the highest to
the lowest, and enriched and wrecked them,
accordingly as they confronted the damaging
disclosures when they came.

Alluding to that vast couspiracy known as
the whisky ring, organized by Republican col-
lectors, assessors, revenue agents and other
Treasury officials, for the purpose of stealing
the revenues of the Government, Mr. Hoar went
so far as to say:

“I have heard that suspicion haunts the foot-
steps of trusted ‘companions of the President.’ ”

Millions were stolen, a few of the criminals
were convicted, more escaped, and the Repub-
lican party of Indiana, with no memory of these
things, now cants and gnivels about its sublime
devotion to civil-service reform !

Nor was Mr. Hoar alone in his fearful arraign-
mentof the Republican party for widespread
and  deepseated corruption. The ablest and
the purest of the purty were of the same opin-
ion, Sumner, Greeley, and many others of
great note depicted apd deplored the unparal-
leled yollution of the civil service, What, how-
ever, did the Republican pariy, with all of its
powerful majorities in Congress, and with the
Executive and the Judiciary in its clutches, ev-
or do on the subject of the civil service of the
Governmment except to still further degrade it?
Allow me to subuiit o few very plain and dis-
tinct historical fucts:

The first practical intimation of a purpose to
correct any of the abuses of the civil service un-
der a Republican administration was manifest-
ed by Gen. Cox, of Ohio, when Secretary of the
Interior, A demand was ade ypon him for a
full list of the names of those who were em-
ployed in the Interior Depurtment from the
State of Ohio, together with the amount of sala-
ry and the county from which each one was ap-
pointed. The committee which made this de-
mand stated their vurpose to assess these em-
ployes of the Government a certain per cent, on
their official pay in order to aid the Republican
party at the polls IA his answer of August 10,
18/v, to his honor be it stated, he refused to al-
low his department to be rajded, and protected
his subordifates, for the time being at least,
from the rapacity of organized corruption. In
his letter of that date Gen. Cox said:

“After a careful consideration of the matter,
with the strongest desire to second every right
movement in behal!f of the Republican organi-
zation, in which we have so great a common in-
terest. I am constrained to decline complying
with your request, because I am convinced that
it would not be right to do so, and, therefore, not
for the advantage of the Republican party,
which can only exist by continuing to be the
champion of the right.”

He tuen proceeded further to say:

“That such ussessments are directly antago-
nistic to the civil-service reform which I believe
to be imperative; a necessity that the Republi-
can party, as the proper party of true reform,
can not longer delay to miake it part of their
platform,. The whole system needs & thorough
reform, and it is because I believe it to be the
duty of the Republican party toaccomplish this
work that I appeal to you and to your committee
to do nothing that can for a moment longer put
our influence on the sidz of the pr.sent dis-
graceful condition of things,”

“The disgraceful condition of things,” here
testified to by a Republican Cabinet officer, was
the work of the Republican party in its su-
premacy. All its dishonor, shame, and reproach
were created by Republican methods of adinin-
istration. That party had norival with which
to share the opprobrium cast upon it by the
Secretary of the Interior. But how was the
earnest appeal of that gentleman to the com-
mittee, to forbear in their schemes of partisan
extortion, met by the great and powerful lead-
ers of the party to which he belonged? Was he
upheld, indorsed, and honored in the stand he
had taken? Did those who are now so loud in
their false and servile adulation of thelcivil-
service law of 1983, because it keeps a few Re-
publicans in office, gather around General Cox
and rally to his support in 1870, when he ap-
pealed to their sense of decency against a con-
spicuous abuse? On the contrary, all the great
powers and master spirits of his party turned
upon him in clamorous wrath, hooted him with
scorn, pelted him with epithets, loaded him
with' vituperation as a renegade, and literally
mobbed him to his political death. He was
forced out of the Cabinet, under the thin dis-
guisa of a resignation, before his praiseworthy
letter to the committee was three months old.
He perished, a8 other reformers have in all
ages of the world, for rebuking the practiccs of
o stiff-necked, evil, and perverse generation
which had grown fat and nighty on the wages
of its iniquities, History has shown that those
who love their own sins, as a general thing de-
strov the reformer rather than be reformed.

When the mob cust Stephen out of the city of
Jerusalem and stoned him to death, it was sim-
ply the response of a people infuriated by ex-
posure in their crines and yet determined never
to abandon their incurable wickedness. “When
they heaid these things they were cut to the
heart, and they gnashed oun him with their
tceth.” ~ And so, when Chandler, Morton, and
the other stalwari leaders of their kind “heard
these things” which dro contained in
the letter of their ~ecretary of the In-
terior, “they gnashed on him with their teeth,”
cast him out of the city, and left him for dead,
so far as they were concerned. 'I'he fact is that
the Repuolican party, as an organization, had
no more demand for such an apostle of reforma-
tion as @eneral Cox than the pirates of the Gulf,
at the beg nning of this century, had for a chap-
Iain or the leader of a prayer-meeting.

But the fraudulent record of the Republican
party on the subject of civil-service reform has
another chapter more disgraceful even than
that which contains the facts I have ju'st stated.

that every member of the Committec on Reso-
lutions at the recent State Convention Was to-
tally and absolutely ignorant of the record of
his own party on this question, if not indeed on
all others. is said that the Tories of the Rev-
olu ion, after the struggle was over, and their
descendants for generations later, hed but lit-
tle, if anything, to say in regard to the War of
Inpependence, They had better memories or

: 1ess ua dihood—perhaps both—than the recent
' Republicun platform writers in this State, or

we should bave no talk about civil service, and
no such issue thrust in our faces.

The agitation caused by the correct position
taken by General Cox, an({by the treatment he
received, was not altogether barren of good re-
sults. It became necessdry, in order to appease
an indignant public sentiment, and to deceiie
still further their honest followers, that the Re-
publican leaders should make a preterse of
some kind apparently in the direction of re-
form. The act of March 3, 1871, was therefore
passed, “authorizing the I’resident to appoint a
commission to prescribe rales and regulations
for promoting the efliciency of the civil service.”
The commission was appointed, its plans of
procedure were agrecd upon, and in April, 1872,
they were approved by General Grant in an ex-
ecutive order especially declaring that no as-
sessments should be made on office-holders for
political purposes, Thus the first law of civil-
service reform was enacted by the Republican
party fifteen vears ago, and I have no doubt of
the good faith with which Grant, the Presi-
dent, intended to execute it. There is just as
little doubt, however, that the Republican lead-
ers meant it only as a temporary blind, to last
simply until a peint of danger was passed in
the public mind, when it was then their in-
tention to return, as they did, to their former
scandalous methods. They never intended it
should be enforced. They did not have the
manliness and honesty to repeal it; they
starved it to death, and left its withered skele-
ton on the statute books. After the first two
years of the existence of the commission under
this law not another doilar was eover appropri-
ated by Congress for its support, Its supplies
were cut off by those who created it;
its mission was ended; and the busi-
ness of Republican politics was resumed
at the -old ' stand = after the fashion
of Jay Hubbell George C. Gorham, Stephen
Dorsey, George M, Kobeson, Williain W. Dud-
ley, and others of like minds who worked in
harmony with them. At each recurring na-
tionul and State convention such leaders as
these 'have ever since, with solemn faces, re-
solved that they were in favor of a thorough
and honest enforcement of ¢ivil-service reform,
while the years between conventions have been
spent in extort.ng enormous sums of money
from all classes in office, including the heads
of depurtinents, clerks, messengers, watchmen,
and the women who scrub the floors, When not
engaged in this most ignoble and debasing pur-
suit, they refreshed themselves and diversified
their lavor by hunting down, with the keen
scent of a bloodhound, any unfortunate Demo-
crat, man or woman, who had been accident-
ally overlooked and left in office

George C. Gorham, then Secretary of the Sen-
ate, and also Secretary of the Republican Cam-
paign Committee, testified before an examining
committee that in 1878 there was collected the
sum of $106,000, with which to control elections,
nearly all of which was wrung from those en-
gaged in the civil service of the Government,
He named twenty-three States where $53,000 of
this money was distributed in various Congres-
sional districts. He says $5,000 were sent to In-
diann, to be used as follows :
$2,0 0 in the First District,
$1,000 in the IFourth District,
£1,000 in the Sixth District,
$£50) in the Eighth District,
$5>00 in the Tenth District.

Mr, Gorham aeccounted in his testimony for
anly one-half the fund. It may be safely as-
suied that the balance, tozether with other
large sums from other sources, was applied in
way# and places which did not admit of expla-
nation to the public ear,
In the momentous year 1850, the most care-
ful estimate put the sum collected from persons
in official life, for the purvose of securing the
success of the Republican party, at more than
$500,L00.
In 1832 the same nefarious system of political
corruption was pursued under the sanction of
the strongost representative names in the Re-
publican party. On the Congressional Com-
mittee having the subject of political assess-
ments for the Republican party in charge for
the year 1882 were Willinmn B. Allison, Eugene
Hale, and Nelson W, Aldrich on the part of the
Senat:; Frank Hiscock, George M. Robeson,
William McKinley, Williamn H. Calkins and ten
other prominent members of the House. Jay
Hubbell was the famous Chairman, and D. B,
Henderson was Secretary. These gentlemen
addressed a le tar, asking for money for politi-
cal purposes, to every otficeholder in the United
States, and no organized band of road-agents
ever demanded a travelor’s valuables with a
more determined purpose than this committee
evinced in its corrcspondence with its victins,
If the first communication remained unanswered
by the poor 3900 clerk or the still poorer $300
Postmaster, the following threatening mossage
was forwarded :

“WASHINGTON, D, C., August 15, 1882,

“Sik—Your failure to respond to the circular
of May 15, 1882, sent you by this committee, is
noted with surprise. It is hoped that the only
reason for such failure is that the inatter es-
caped your attention owing to the pressure of
other cares,

“Great political battles can not be won in this
way. This committee can not hope to win in
the pending struggle if those most directly
benefited by success are unwilling or neglect to
aid in a substantial manner,

“We are on the skirmish line of 1884, with a
conflict before us this fall of great moment to
the republic, and you must know that a r-pulse
now 18 full of danger to tho next Presidential
campaign.,

“Unless you think that our grand old party
ought not to succeed, help it now in its strug-
gle to build up a new South, in which there
shall be, as in the North, a free ballot and o fair
count, and to mnaintain such hold in the North
as shall insure good government to the country.

“It is hoped that by return mail you will send
a voluntary contribution equal to 2 per cent, of
your annual compensation,as a substintial proof
of your earnest desire for the success of the Re-
publican party this fall, transmitting by draft
or postal money order, pavable to the order of
Jay A. Hubbell, Acting Treasurer, postofiice
box 589, Washington, D. C.”

Any one who would regard money thus ob-
tained as “a voluntarv contribution” would
think and speak of ransom money paid by a
captive to save his throat from being cut by
brigands as a free and cheerful donation for
the public zood.

It is only four short years since there was
published in that great magazine, the North
American Review, for September, 1832, an article
from a Republican pen, which I now hold up as
a mirror in which the leaders of the Republican
party can see themselves as they appeared
only a little while ago.

Suys this wnter:

“Could the curtain of secrecy beo lifted we
should see a vast drag-nst of extortion thrown
out by the committee from Washington over
the whole land, from Maine to California, with
every humble official and laborer, from those
under the sea at Hell Gate to the weather ob-
server of Pike’s Penk, entangled in its meshes,
and busy among them for their prev a series of
tax extortioners, runging down from Hubbell,
the great questor, to little Hubbells by the
hundred, each vaid a commission on his collec-
tions in true Turkish fashion. These minions,
book in hand, are haunting the official corridors
and tracking the public laborers. They mouse
around the bureaus for names and salaries,
which all bigh-toned officials contemptuously
withhold. Neither sex, nor age, nor condition
is spared by these spoils system harpies. They
waylay the clerks going to their menls. They
hunt the Springtield Arsenal and the Mississippi
breakwuter luborers to their bumble homes.
They obirude their impertinent faces upon the
teachers of Indians and negroes at Hampden
School and Carlisle Burracks, They dog
navy-yard workmen to their narrow lodgings,
Tre wesary scrub women are per-ecuted in
their gurcets ; the poor office boys arce bullied
at their evening schools; the money needed for
rent is taken from the aged father and onty son;
men enfeebled on the battlefields are harried in
the very shadow of the Capitol ;life-boat crews,
listening on’ the stormy shores for the cry of the
shipwrecked, and even chaplainsg and nurses at
the bedside of the dying are not exempted from
this merciless, mercenary, indecent conscrip-
tion, which reproduecés the infamy (f Oriental
tax-farming. We know of the head of a family
who hes tates between def,ing Hubbell and
taking o meaner tanement; of a boy at evening
school blackimailed of $3 while wearing a suit
given in charity, and of a son pillaged of $17
when the furniture of the mother he supports
was in pawn, and many have consulted us as to
the safety of keeping their earnings which they
need, In every case there is fear of removal or
other retaliation,
such cases from the reports of citizens. A news-
paper before us gives that of a laborer with a

Pages could be filled with-

In an abundance of charity it must be assumed | family, earning $750 & year, pursned by a harpy

for §15, and also that of a boy of thirteen, earn-

| ing $1 a day, with another harpy after him for

{ $3.60. To women and girls no mercy is shown.”

Those who have heretofore doubted the doc-

| trine of total depravity will doubt no more after

i looking upon this diabolical picture of Republi-

{ can civil service; and those who have some-

times hesitated to believe that a certain class

. of hypocrites, after swallowing camels, strain

! at gnats, will hesitate no longer when, after

i looking upon this picture, they turn and look

! upoa tne Republican platform ot the 2d of Sep-
tember,

But it may be said that Republicans in Con-
gress supported the civil-service act of January
15, 1883, now in force, and for whose thoroughn
and honest execution the leadérs of that party
s0 loudly clamor, They did so i bad faith, If
they had sacceeded in electing the Przsident of
the United States in 1884, only one year later,
the new law just enacted would have been
tregted with the same contempt, abandonment
and flagrant violation of its provisions and of
its very existence as was visited on the act
of March 3, 1871. 1If, on the other hand, the
prophetic handwriting then on the wall, an-
nouncing the overthrow of Babylon and the in-
coming of purer ways, wasto be fulfilled, they
knew this law of 1883 would protect, more
or less, their friends—thousands, tens of
thousands and hundreds of thousands, with
those depending on them—then in office, from
proper and just removal. There is not now, and
never has been, an honest, disinterested, non-
partisan throb in the heart of the Republican
party in favor of a competent, non-partisan sys-
tem of appointments to positions in the civil
service. Their outcry to-day in behalf of the
present imperfect and untimelv law comes
simply from the fact that it is an obstacle and a
hindrance to the control of the Government by

jority.

But I am reminded at this point that still an-
other and angry complaint is made against the
Democratic party in connection with civil ser-
vice. It is charged in the Republican State
platiorm, speaking of the Democratic party,
that—

“It has scandalized justice and decency by the
methods inaugurated by the Postoflice and other
departments to distribute the offices to party
workers, while it sought to placate the growing
sentiment against the spoils system by false
pretenses.”

rarty workers ineligible to office! Party
worlkers condemned to the rear! How destruc-
tive of public morality, how scandalous, how
heinous the appointment of party workers must
appear to the purified, unscaled vision of the
Republican party! The sincerity and value,
however, of this Republican horror can only be
fairly estimated by looking at the records for
the last quarter of a century, and more espe-
cially since the great fraud of 1576. The distri-
bution of offices to party workers who were en-
gaged in the grand larceny of the Presidency
will forever remain one of the darkest, foulest
blots on the pages of American history, ILike
the tell-tale blood stain of murder, no water nor
lapse of time can ever efface it from the guilty
record, The infamous schedule of offices, with
their cash values, to which appointments were
made by a Republican President for services ren-
dered by party workers in placing him in a po-
sition to which he was never elected, has long
be.n a part of public history; it has never been
denied, nor even questioned, and it will forever
provoke the scorn and condemnation of all self-
respecting, fair-minded people., In the lawless
conspiracy by which the vote of Louisiana was
changed into a falsehood and counted for Hayes,
there were thirty-two citizens of that State,
headed by J, Madison Welis, of malodorous
fame, who, as members, clerks and other funec-
tionaries of Returning Boards, together with
State officers and electors, conducted the local
details of the crime, and were after March 4,
1877, promptly appointed to various official po-
sitions with salaries amounting in the aggre-
gate to $113,385 per annum, Then came visiting
statesmen, as they were styled, who called
upon Louisiana at that disgraceful, period,
headed by John Sherman, of Ohio, and who
were immediately afterward rewarded for party
work as follows :

John Sherman, Secretary of the Treasury ;

E. W, Stoughton, Minister to Russia;

John A, Kasson, Minister to Austria ;

J. R. Hawley, Commissionerto Paris Exposi-
tion ;

John Coburn, Commissioner to Hot Springs ;

E. F, Noyes, Minister to France;

Lew Wallace, Goveraor of New Mexico.

The annual reward of these so-called states-
men, in the form of salaries received, for politi-
cal services as party workers, amounted to
$74,600, In Florida the samse corrupt account of
party services was rendered and paid. I have
the list here, from the Governor of the State
down to the county managers of false returns,
together with the names of the Federal officials
who swarmed down to the Everglade State,
with worse purposes than the Indian Chief
Billy Bowlegs ever had against her honor and
safety, As I count them now, there were
twenty-three of these political brigands most
distinctly engaged in fabricating a false count

in Florida, who were each and every
one remunerated for their joint v1llu.}n-
ies against free suffrage by  official

positions under Hayes worth $38,785 per
annum. Ido not hesitate, in the light of histor-
ical facts, to state that during the four years of
national administration from March, 1877, to
March, 1871, there were druwn frowm the Treas-
ury of the United States over one million of
dollars in salaries of public officials who ob-
tained their places by party work imcre unscru-
pulous, more degrading, more dishonest and
more criminal than was ever before done in
cennection with the affairs of government in
the Western Hemisphere. And all the time that
this vast and venal prostitution of the most sa-
cred functions of government, and the most es-
sential power of free institutions, was being
consuminated. the Republican Pharisees, who
. now here in Indiena denounce the appointment
of party workers, spread broad their philacter-
ies; prayed loudly on the street .corners for Re-
publican suc ess, indorsed everything done by
their illegitimate President, smote themselves
on their breasts in State conventions, and unan-
mously resolved that they were better than the
publicans and sinners.

But it is still further charged in the platform
I am considering that under the control of the
Democratic party the civil service has been
degraded by the appointment of unfit persons to
office, and the Federal appointments in Indiana
are cited in proof of this assertion. Such an
accusation fromn such a source surpasses all or-
dinary comprehension. It is an abominable
falsehood on its face. The present administra-
tion has been in power but little more than
eighteen months. Not a single act of dishones-
ty or defalcation has thus far been committed
by any one appointed to office by Mr. Cleve-
land. There is not a Democratic Federal offi-
ciul in Indiana, or appointed from Indiana, who
has failed inthe intelligent and faithful dis-
charge of his duties up to the present time. It
is simply a malignant, personal slander to de-
clare otnerwise. But when we turn to the slan-
derers’ own long record on the same rubject,
what visions of malfeasance and dishen-
esty we¢ Dbehold; what 1long lines of
Republican oflicials, stained with corxruption
and tarnished with fraud, come trooping up
before us. The head of the infamous column,
passing in review, would seem to be the con-
tractors, jobbers, lobbyists, and swindlers, and
all that hungry, predatory class of self-seeking,
loud-canting scoundrels who always make haste
to become rich on the misfortunes and miseries
of mankind, I remember to have heard John
P. Hale, of New Hampshire, declare from his
seat in the Senate in 1862 that the thieves in
office and out of office, generated even at that
enrly day by the Republican party, were more
dangerous to the honor and to the existence of
the republic than the armies of the rebellion
whicn environed the capital. Henry L. Dawes,
then a inember of the House and now a Sena-
tor from Massachusetts, and Elihu B. Wash-
burne, of Illinois, then also a member of the
House and afterward Secretary of State and
Minister to France, with others of like posi-
tion and character in both branches of Con-
gress, all Republicans, concurred with Senator
Hale in his startling estimate of the rottenness
i of the public service. Ietthose who question
|y statement cxamino the debates of Con-
gress and the reports of Congressional commit-
tees charged with the investigation of official
frauds. And as the tainted army of Republican
oflice-holders of past years arise again to our
view, we are constrained to behold Senators
and members of Congress driven, disgraced and
broken-hearted, from their seats by the ex-
posure of Credit Mobilier rascality and by the
shameful dishonor attending upon the sale of
military and naval cadetships. We see also a
career of official plunder in positions of finan-
cial trust and duty more extensive, profligate,
and flagitious than ever before known in Ameri-
can history. In a very careful and reliable

statement, frem which I quote, “the amount of
-the defalcations of officers of the United States
for the fiscal years of 1869 to 1883, both in-
clusive, as shown by the certified transcripts
of the accounting officers of the Treasury
Department filed 'in the United States
courts, and by the annual reports of the

the people who constitute the Democratic ma-,

,Solici@ors of the Treasuryto the of

the Treasury and to the Attorney General of
the United States,” has been found to be $16,~
863,460.62, “This makes an average defalcation
during the fifteen years preceding June 30, 1883,
of §1,124,564.” And it has been further ascer-
tained, and everywhere published and never de--
nied, that the foregoing statement of wide-
spread Republican official fraud does not in-
‘ ciude the money stolen under the whisky ring
' frauds, the Star Route frauds, and other de-
; Jinquencies in the Postoffice Department, How-
| gate’s signal-service frauds, navy frauds, and
others of like nature By offi#ial investigation
and report (see Miscellaneous Document, Part.
1, Forty-eighth Congress, first session) it was
proved, and almost entirely by Republican wit-
nesses, that many of the appointments made
prior to that time by the various Republican
administrations were, in the expressive and:
exact language of the testimony, “defaulters,”
“thieves,” “drunkards,” “blackmailers,” “liars,”
“convicts,” “ex-convicts,” “fugitives from jus-
tice,” “assassins,” “bribe-takers,” “extortion-
ists,” - “persons under indictment for vio-
lation of internal laws,” *“horse thieves,”
“forgers,” and in .one instance & murs
derer of an internal revenue officer., I am-
not describing these officials in my own words;
but in the words of the proof as derived from
Republican sources. It was further proven by
sworn testimony of the officers of the Depart--
ment of Justice that many of these disreputa-
ble officers of the Government arrested citizens
on frivolous charges, for the purpose of extort-
ing money; that in one district alone, where
seventy United States officials were employed,.
8 large majority of them passed on the Govern-
ment false, fraudulent, and fictitious accounts,
and committed perjury in doing so; that in
some cases the character of the ofic als was so
bad that the Judges of the courts refused to
permit them to exercise the duties of their of-
fices; that the Government was robbed of hun--
dreds of thousands of dollars by these men;
that many of them were appointed and retained
‘When their crimes were a matter of public ahd
general notoriety; that in some instances men
who, according to the official and sworn testi-
mony of examiners of the department, had per-
jured themselves in passing false and fraudulent
accounts on the Government, were promoted to-
higher, more lucrative, and@ more honorable-
offices. Is it any wonder, with such Federal
officials as these, that every department of the
Government became honey-combed with fraud-
ulent practices? There was in fact no branch.
of the public service free from scandal, It is
matter of undisputed history, established by
the investigations of Congress, that in the brief
space of six years, from 1365 to 1871, Republican
administration, both State and national,
throughout the South, fastened an increased
indebtedness of $172,411,568 on the already ime-
poverished people of the States of Alabama,
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Missis-
sippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennes-
see, Texas, and Virginia. No such era of traud,
no such high ecarnival of corruption, ever-
before stained the history of nations. Yot
no protest against such stupendous villainy
ever escaped the lips of a Republican conven-
tion in Indiana, nor, indeed, anywhere elge; and
I submit that a sermon now by Republican
leaders on improper, unfit, and corrupt Federal
appointments must be in the same tone with.
which Satan rebukes sin, and that it will pro-
duce the same contempt, disgust, and scern.
Wolves are said to put on sheep’s clothing, and
even the livery of heaven is sometimes'stolen to-
serve the devil in; but when the devil himself,
in all his naked deformity, and without mask
or disguise, gets into the pulpit and goes to
preaching on the beauties of righteousness, and.-
the exceeding sinfulness of sin, it occurs to me
that the congregation should summarily dis-
pense with his services, and send him back to-
his own dominions, -

But there still remain a large number of
shameless false pretenses in the Republican
platform, which challenge attention and expos-
ure on an occasion like this. It is alleged in:
that remarkable dccument that “the wisdom
and honesty of the Republican party secured.
sound money to the people.” On the contrary
the truth is that Republican legislation created
a system of finance wherein the Government
dishonored its own currency by not receiving it
for Government dues; enabled the capitalists
of the country to use a depreciated currency
worth fifty cents on the dollar in the purchase
of Government bonds now quoted in the money
market at a large premium above par in gold ;.

aid the 2,000,00) of soldiers who preserved the

nion not more than one-half the amount due:
them, while bondholders rececived in gold
double the amount of their original investments,
A system by which the contract for the pay of
the soldier was broken, the pensioner for many
vears compelled to suffer a discount of
from 10 to 50 per cent. on his pension certificate
and at the same time invited the capital of the-
country to a speculation in which more than a
thousand millions of dollars have been realized
a8 clear, naked gain, is a subject for repentance -
and shame, rather than for laudation and self--
praise. Nor will the impartial historian find
either wisdom or honesty in a financial system:
responsible for the widespread and indescrib-
able scenes of business ruin which blighted the
homes and happiness of this country from 1873
t0 1878. The framers of this platform now say,
or rather seem to say in vague terms, thatsilver
ought to be a vart of our coin circulation.
Thirteen years ago the leaders of the Re--
publican party in a surreptitious and fraud-
ulent manner, demonetized silver; and the:
law by which it now exists and circulates as
money was passed in February, 1878, over a
veto inspired, advised and written by -John.
Sherman, a Republican Secretary of the Treas-
ury, and signed by Rutherford B. Hayes, an
acting Republican President. Nor has there
been & Republican administration in power
since the beginning of Grant s first term, March.
4, 1869, that has been friendly to silver, The
honor and the existence of the greenback has
also encountered the same hostility, and the-
Greenbackers of Indiana have not forgotten the
peculiar benevolence of Senator Harrison, who,
within the past ten vears, proposed to erect an
idiot asyluin for their accommodation, The
fact is that both silver and greenbacks exist as
parts of our currency to-day at the command of
the American people irrespective, to a great.
oxtent, of political affiliations, and directly in
spite of the determined and persistent hostility
of Republican leaders and Republican admin-
istrations.

On the subject of public lands we are also-
treated to another false and impudent claim to-
public contidence in the platform assertions of
Sept. 2. Could anything be more audacious, in
the face of well-known facts, than this resolu--
tion ?

“We favor reservation of public lands for:
small holdings by actual settlers, and are op--
posed to the acquisition of large tracts of the
public domain by corporat:ons and non-resident.
aliens, American lands should be préserved
for American settlers.”

In order properly to estimate the value of this
loud profession in favor of *‘‘small holdings by
actual settlers,” it is only necessary to state
the simple, well-ascertained and undisputed
fact that ‘‘from July 1, 1862, to March 3, 1871,
less than nine years, public lands were voted
away to corporations to the amount of 144,538~
134 acres” by Republican Congresses, and that
every enactment was signed by a Republican
President. These enormous grants are equal
to two-thirds of the lands included within the-
boundaries of the original thirteen States which
formed the government. Nearly a hundred
millions of these acres have been liable to for-
feiture for years past because of non-compli-
ance by the corporations with the conditions of:
the grants, but until the Forty-eighth Con-
gress, within the last three years, nothing.
was done to reclaim for actual settlement any
of this vast domain. The movement, however,
being started in the Democratic House of that
Congress, the public sentiment of the laboring,.
home-seeking masses became aroused, and laws-
hive been enacted declaring forfeited to the
Government, and to be thrown open for settle-
ment, 50,182,240 acres, In addition to these en-
actments, the House, with its Democratic ma-
jerivy, has passed bills of forfeiture, amounting
to 58,430,941 acres, in which the Republican
Senate has not as yet concurred. 'I'he Public:
Lands Committee of the House, through its
able nnd distinguished Chairman, Mr. Cobb,
of this State, has still further reported
bills, which are now on the calendar,
declaring additional forfeitures to the amount.
of 14,067,214 acres. Thus it will be seen that
in the short :pace of about two years and o
bhalf two Democratic Houses have, by di-
rect votes and through their committee on that
subject, decl red that 101,980,295 acres of land,
equal to five timmes the State of Indiana, claimed
by railroad corporations, shall be thrown open
to the people tor farms and homes. It will aiso-
be seen- that while the Senate was compelled,
through an awakened public opinion, to agree
to a portion of these forfeitures, vet no such
measures ever originated under Republican
auspices, nor while the Republican party re-
tained its ascendency in both branches of Con-
gress, And such is the party which now de-
clares itself opposed to the acquisition of large
tracts of the public domain by corporations and
non-resident aliens, and that “American landm

should be preserved for American settlers!”




