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What Are Cruel Punishments?

When men, under the impetus of the

indignation and horror that are occa-

sioned by the commission of crimes
that bear the stamp of deliberate cruel-

ty or atrocity, undertake to apply what

are popularly deemed adequately severe

remedies, their action generally embod-
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versed in matters of social or govern-
mental science, are as mischievous in

their tendency as the evils sought to be

remedied. It not infrequently happens,
in cases of crimes Jf deep atrocity, that

citizens resolve to avenge the wrong im-

mediately, by lynching the offender.

The folly and" wrong of this method of

meting out punishment in a civilized

community are now universally conceded

by calm-thinking and intelligent men.

Again, it will happen that this same

spirit of impatience at the slow pro-
cesses of law and of distrust in the or-

dinary legal methods of punishment for

crime will find its expression in an

equally wrong and illogicalmethod, to-

wit, the adoption of legislation provid-
ing cruel methods of punishment for

certain crimes, in the belief that the

evil of their frequent perpetration may
be remedied in that way. Upon reflec-

tion, it will be found that both methods

have their origin ifi the same erroneous

conception of the scope and object of

punishment for crime.

Under the designation “cruel punish-
ments,” I include all such penalties for

crimes as are designed to inflict direct

physical suffering, accompanied by cir-

cumstances of ignominy. The whip-
ping-post is an example. The infliction

of such penalties proceeds upon the

theory of retaliation, and, for this rea-

son, is improper and vicious. The legit-
imate province of all laws relating to

penalties for crime is punishment sim-

ply. Anything that is inflicted beyond
this, whether against law, as by mob

violence, or by legislation, as in the

case of retaliatory punishments, exceeds

the legitimate scope of penalties for

crime. There may be scriptural prece-
dent to the contrary, but we must not

adopt as a divine precedent, applicable
to all nations, those rules which were

laid down for a particular people, in a

remote and barbarous age. Many
things that are faithless, treacherous,
unnatural and cruel, find a seeming
sanction and precedent in the Mosaic

law. Punishment, in its proper accept-
ation, means the protection of society,
as represented by the State, against the

inroads of the individual upon its wel-

fare, or, as it is called in criminal-law

phrase, “the peace of the State.’’ It

is only when the enroachments of the
individual upon the rights of others

amount to a public wrong that they are

punishable criminally, and then it is

only the wrong to society, and not the

sin, that is cognizable by the tribunals.

—Lewis Hockheimer, in Popular Sci-

ence Monthly for April.

A Curious Savings Bank.

Some years ago, an old wooden bridge
spanned the Schuylkill river at the foot

of Penn street, Reading. Pa. In the
course of time a more substantial

structure was deemed necessary, and

the timbers of the old bridge were care-

fully taken apart, and reserved for use

in repairing and rebuilding the smaller

county bridges. While preparing some

of this old timber for its new use, a,few
days ago, it became necessary to saw oil

several feet from a heavy piece, which
was to be used as a girder in a small

bridge under contemplation. When

the end portion dropped to the ground,
the workman was astonished to hear a

jingling sound as of gold and silver

coin. A summons of such good omen

insured a speedy investigation, which

resulted in finding eagles, half eagles,
silver dollars, halves, and quarters
mixed together in careless confusion.
The source of supply was found in a

section about eighteen inches in length
and five inches deep, which had been
hollowed out of the log with auger and

chisel. An inch thick cover had been
fitted over the opening so cleverly and

sealed with so much care that detection,
other than accidental, was hardly pos-
sible. The treasure had been confined
in a home-knit woolen stocking, and as

the saw cut off the toe, a part of the
contents was discharged.

The value of the deposit, though re-

ported to be considerable, was not made

public. The money was probably hid-

den away a number of years ago, as

specimens of three, five, ten, twenty-
five, and fifty cent scrip, nicely folded

up in a piece of writing paper, were

among the contents. Not a line in-
dicated the ownership. The question of

possession is consequently divided as to

whether it should go to the workman
who discovered it, the owner of the
timber, or the county. The finder

probably inclines to the first suggestion.

Steamboat Frank, a Modoc Indian

who was captured at the time of the

Modoc war, and who is still a prisoner
of the United States, is attending, by
permit of the government, the Oak

Grove Seminary in Maine. He now

calls himself Frank Modoc, and is study-
ing for the ministry. He is making
good progress in his studies, and is ap-
parently a devout Christian. He is

Soud of his descent from a long line of
odoc chieftains, and conducts himself

with true Indian dignity.

DEMOCRATIC STATE TICKET.

The following brief biographical
sketches of the Democratic candi-
dates for State officers we clip from

the Indianapolis Sentinel:

JOHN 0... NELSON.

Capt. John C. Nelson, the nomi-

nee for Lieutenant Governor, was

born in Adams county, Ohio, Feb-

ruary 27, 1841. His lifewas with-

out important or noteworthy events
until he came to the age of twenty,
when the war breaking out he en-

listed October 22,1861, in the Sev-
entieth Ohio Volunteers. Hejyas-*
gradually promoted
till he reached the office of Captain,
which rank he held till he was

mustered out August 22, 1865. He

moved to Lcgansport in July, ’66,
and entered into the boot and shoe

trade, which he followed for a year.
He then began the study of law in

the office of McConnell & Winfield,
and afterward graduated from the

Albany Law School in June, 1870.

He was actively engager in the

practice of law until 1877, when lie

was appointed Judge of the Supe-
rior Court of Cass county by Gov-

ernor Williams. He served two

years under this appointment and

then was elected his own successor.

He served as judge during the four

years’ term for which he was elect-

ed, when by special enactment of
the Legislature the court was abol-

ished, when he again iesumed the
active practice of the law. He
served a term of four years as City
Attorney, and is now of the firm of

Nelson & Myers and has one of ths

best practices in Cass county. He
has been requested to accept the

nomination for Congress but has at

all times declined, as he has a sim-

ilar invitation to serve as State

Senator. He is married and has

five children. He was wounded

twice during the war, the first time

being shot in the back on the 28th

ofJJJuly, 1864, while in front of At-

lanta, on account of which he now

draws a pension. He served on

Gen. Hazen’s staff as Commander
of Musters during the last year of

the war, and was with Sherman
from first to last. He is now Se-

nior Vice-Commander of the G. A.

R. of Logansport. He has always
taken an active part in the State

campaigns,and is well-known thi o’-

out the northern part of the State

for his ability as a public speaker.
JOHN R. COFFROTH.

John R. Coffroth,the nominee for

Judge of the Supreme Court, is one

of the ablest lawyers of the State,
was born at Greencastle, Pa., Aug-
ust 11,1828. His father and grand-
father, who were of German descent,
were natives of Maryland, and his

mother, who was or English pa-

rentage, was a native of Virginia.
Mr. Coffroth received a good edu-

cation and began the study of law
with Hon. James X. McLai ah i •,

at Chambersburg, Pa. Hew B ad-
mitted to the bar in November,
1848, and in May, 1849, he moved
to Huntington, this State, where he

commenced tho practice of aw.

In February, 1860, he moved to

Lafay?tte, where he has since re-

sided < i. i engaged in the practice
of. his profession. He was admit-
ted to practice in the Supreme
Court in 1851, and in the United

States ' Supreme Court in 1866.

He has always taken great interest

in educational matters. He was a

Trustee of Purdue University for

several years, and part of that time

was President of the Board. He

was a member of the Legislature
several terms. In 1866 he was a

candidate for the office of Attor-

ney-General, and in 1868 and 1872

he was on the Democratic ticket as

a candidate for elector for the
State at large, each time making a

canvass of the State. In 1878 he

was the unanimous choice of the

Democracy of the district for Con-

gress, hut he declined the honor on

account of private business. He

was married to Susan Randolph in

1864, and has two children, a son

and a daughter. He has made for

himself an enviable reputation as

an advocate, being clear, concise

and fluent. He is possessed of

great energy, and never permits
himself to become discouraged or

overcome.'"' His practice has been

large and varied. He weighs mat-

ters deliberately before taking ac-

tion, but when a conclusion is

formed forpractical purposes, he

then moves with litfle respect to

adverse eircumstances. He has

been ’
a Democrat and an active*

partisan, but has generally avoided

political office, although ho has

been supported by the party for

public position a number of times.

ROBERT W. MIERS.

Robert W. Mi rs, the nominee

for Secretary of State, was born in

Decatur county, this State, Janua-

ry 27, 1848. He was raised on the

farm, and received a good common

school education. At the age of

twenty-one years he went to the

academy at Hartsville to complete
his studies and prepare himself for

a course in college. In 1868 he

entered the State Uni.ersity at

Bloomington and graduated iu

1870, and lie also graduated in the

law department of gthe college
the following year. In 1873 he

was elected prosecuting attorney
for the district, which was compos-
ed of Monroe, Lawrence and Or-

ange counties, and was regarded as

one of the reliably Republican dis-

tricts. He was re-elected in 1875,

a din 1877 was elected Represent-
ative in Monroe county, being the

only Democrat elected from that

county since the war. He has

twice been chosen trustee for the

State University, and is now on his

second term. Upon the death oi

Judge Wilson, of the Tenth judi-
cial district, he was appointed to

fill the unexpired term. He is

married and has two children.

CHARLES A. MUNSON.

The candidate for State Auditor

Charles A. Munson, was born and

raised in Fort Wayne and at the

age of fifteen he became the sup-

port of his widowed mother and

her family. He clerked for vari-

ous firms until he was nineteen

years old, when he enlisted in the

United States Navy at Cincinnati,
and was assigned to the iron-clad

Chilocothe on the Mississippi river.

He was rapidly promoted here and

in a short time he became the third

officer of the vessel. He resigned
in 1863 because of disability and

after the war he entered into a

wholesale grocery partnership at

Fort Wayne. In 187& he went to

the council in Fort Wayne, and ; n

1856 and 1878 he was elected Sher-
iff of Allen county, the last time

being elected by 4,384 majority.
In 1880 he was a member of the

State Central Committee. He is a

courteous, large-hearted, generous

man, as companionable as one co’d

wish, and a strong man on any
ticket. He has many personal

characteristics which make friei*’s
for him in politics where other
men fail, and he is in every way
deserving of the nomination by
he convention.

THOMAS B. BYRNE.

Hon. Thomas B. Byrne, the n ¦ h

nee for State Treasurer, was born in
Newark, N. J., August 24, 1841. His
father died when he was but five

years old, and his mother ino' i.
back to her old home in New Yuik
City, he went with her and remained

till he was nineteen years oi l.
He was then sent west to represent a

large tobacco and cotton firm dining
the war, vhich position he held until
1869, when he went into rhe cotton
and tobaccojbusiness for himself, and
in which he is still engaged. He has
held prominent positions in the Van-

derbutg Democratic organizations,
having been chairman of the county
convention several times, and was a

member of tho Democratic State
Central Committee iu 1874 and in
1876. He was a candidate for the no-

mination for State Treasurer before
ihe convention four years ago, and
his prominence in politics and his
success as an organiser, a leader and
a warrior for the principles of his
party has Brawn around him a host
of friends who are to be counted all
over the State. He Is a single man,
whole-souled, hearty, generous, firm
and aggressive in politics, and will

prove to be a ’owor of strength, not

only in his county and district, but
throughout all the borders of the
State.

MARTIN J. KREUGER.

Martin J.Kreuger, the nominee for
Clerkof the Supreme Court, is thirt\ -
three years of ago and has always
been a Democrat, casting his first
vote for Tilden & Hendricks. His
family came from Germany and lo-
cated in Michigan City in 1864, and
in 1870 Kreugcr started out to make
a living. He worked at different
things for awhile, and finally started
west in a special (freight] car. At
Matteson. Illinois, he responded to an

urgent call from the coductor to “get
off,* and walking to Chicago, a dist-
ance of twenty- six miles .JEe borrow
ed $5 from his brother and followed
the “Star of Empire” as far weal; a

Mendota, Illinois, where he found

employment as a farm hand at sl3
per month. He continued to work
on farms for some time, but after-
wards returned to Michigan City and
studied law. He was elected City
Clerk in 1879, ahd again in 1881, and
again in 1883; Representative of La-
Porte county in 1884, and a member
of the Common Council of Michigan
City in 1885, this time unanimously
and in a Republican ward He Jhas
acted as Deputy County Treasurer
continually since 1878 under three
different county treasurers, and as

such has annually collected and ac-

counted for some $20,000 to $30,009
in taxes, to t' e entire satisfaction of
this principal and the people. For a

brief period he published the Frelo
Presse, a German paper, but being
unable to give his personal attention

to the paper he merged P with - the
porte Journal.

HUGH E. M’MULLEN.

Hon. Hugh E, McMullen, the nom-

nee for Attorney-General, was born
in Dearborn county, December 14,
1836. He was raised on the iiirnr,
and in 1858 he entered the Freshman
class at Asbury University, and at the

completion of the year’s course ho

entered the State Ur iversity, wheie
he graduated in 1862. He studied
law in his own office and never had a

dollar to aid him except what he
earxed with his own hands. Eigh-
teen years ago he was elected Prose-

cuting Attorney, and was a member
of the two last Legislaturei of the
State, the first session serving as

Chairman of the Judiciary Commit-*

tee and in the Ir.st as Chairman of
the Ways and Means Committee. Mr
McMullen is of Irish descent, his
grand-father having been a native of

Belfast, Ireland. Mr. McMullen is
married and has a family of seven

boys.

PROP. ANDREW M. SWEENEY.

Prof. Andrew M. Sweeney, nomi«
nated for the office of Superintend-
ent of Public Instruction, is about

thirty-three years old, and one of the

best educated men in the Stare. He
speaks French and German fluently
and is a flue Latin and Greek scholar’
ahd perfectly familiar with the edu-

cational systems of the State and the

country. He has been connected

with the schools of Southern Indiana

for the past fifteen years, having be-

gun his labors as a teacher ia the

common schools, a.terward becoming
principal of the Jasper High School,
and subsequen Iv Superintendent of
Dubois con nly. which posbiou he now

bolds. He has been unswerving in
his devotion to his profession and

has done much toward elevating tho
staudaid of educuti n

Alfred McCoy, T. J, McCoy

E. L. Hollingsworth.

A. MSCOY & 6®.,

BANKEHSj
(Succestois to A. McCoy &T. Thompson,)

Rensselaer. Ind.

DO a fie; eral banking business. Exchange
bought and sold Certificates bearing in-

terest issued Collections made on al! available

points Office same place as old firm of McCoy
& Thompson April 2,1886

MORDECAI F. CHILCOTE.

Attorney-at-Law
Rensselaer, - -

.
- Indiana

Practices fin the Courts of Jasper and ad-

orning counties. Makes collections a spe-

cialty. Office on north side of Washington
s treet, opposite Court H ouse- vltil

SIMON P. THOMPSON, DAVIDJ. THOM?SON

Attorney-at- Law. Notary Public.

THOMPSON & BROTHER,

Rensselaer, -
- Indiana

Practice in all the Courts.

MARION L. SPITLER,
Collector and Abstractor*

We pay; articular attention to paying tax-

, selling and leasiag lands. v 2 n4B
•

FRANK W. B \BCOCK,

Attorney at Law
And Real Estate Broker.

Practices in. all Courts of Jasper, Newtor

ind Benton counties. Lands examined

Abstracts of Title prepared: Taxes paid.
Collections a, Specialty-

JAMESW. DOUTHIT,

and notary public.

Office upstairs, in Maieever’s new

miMing. Rensselaer.lnd.

EDWIN P. HAMMONO,
~~

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
Rensselaeb, Ind.

Office Over Makeever’s Bank.

May 21. 1885.

yyM. w WATSON.

ATTOKNEY-AT-LAW
W Office up Stairs, in Leopold’s Baz.av,

RENSSELAER, IND.

yy W. HARTSELL, M D

HOMEOPATHIC JPHYSICIAN & SURGEON.

RENSSELAER, - - INDIANA.

Diseases a Specialty..jgj

OFFICE, in Makeever’s New Block. Resi-
dence at Makeever House.

July 11,1884.

J H.LOUGHBIDGE. F. p, BITTERS

LOUGHRIDGE &BITTERS,
Physicians and Surgeons.

Washington street, below Austin’s hotel
Ten per cent, interest willbe added to all

accounts running unsettled longer than
three months. vmi

DR. I. B. WASHBURN,
Physician & Surgeon,

Rensselaer, Ind.

Calls promptly attended. Will give special alter
tion to the treatment of Chronic Diseases.

CITIZENS* BANK,
RENSSELAEB, IND.,

J

R. S. Dwtggins, F. J. Sears, Val, Seib,
President. Cashier.

Does a general banking business*
•Certificates bearing interest issued: Ex-

change bought and sold; Money loaned on farms
at low jgt ra:es and on most favorable terms.

April 1885.

Excursion)
To Minnesota, Sept. Bth; 1886;

From Rensselaer, Indiana, south-

western Minnesota, only 88 ior the

round trip. Tickets good for 40

days. No better opportunity for

seeing the Northwest will be pre-
sented this fall. For tickets and

other information call on or ad-
dress Coen & Warren,

Rensselaer, Ind

ANNOUNCEMENT- A CARD

On account of frequent and ur-

gent solicitation on the part of

prominent citizens from all parts
of the district and from all polit-
ical parties, I have been induced

to annonnee my name as a candi-

date for State Senator, in this

Senatorial District, subject to the

popular vote in November next.

Respectfully,
DAVID H. PATION.

Remington, Ind., July 21, 86.

A bargain in glass and queens-

ware. A like opportunity has

never heretofore been offered in

Rensselaer. Call soon at Elsner’s,

“Chicago Fair,” 3d door west of

the Makeever Ho-se.

Tinware at The Chicago Fair, at

halfprice.
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RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION.
One year . $1.50

Six months

“emonthß • -50

A.dvertising Rates.

One eGiunni. one year, SBO 00

Half column,
“ *0 oi

Quarter
“ 00

Eighth
- - 10 oo

Ten per coot, added to foregoing price if

rflvcrtlsemonts are set to occupy more than

jinglecolumn width
Fractional parts of ayear at equitable rates

Business cards not exceeding 1 inch space,

85 a year; $3 for six months; $ 2 for three

Alllegal notices and advertisements at es-

tablished statute price.
Reading notices, first publication 10 cents

a line; each publication thereafter s cents a

line.
Yearly advertisements may be changed

quarterly (once in three months) at the op-

tion of the advertiser, free of extra charge.
Advertisements for persons not residents

of Jasper county, must be paid for in ad-

vance of first pnblic Uion, when less than

one-qua/ter column in size; aud quarterly

n advance when larger.


