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not appearing therefore, from the
PORTERS FAREWELL. |mo\.opearne Wae s pecminent
one, 1 inferred it not boe: hé :
3 being 8o by my predecessors, and migh!
of Go' Albert G 80 by the courts. I decided, however,
m . . mtb&%mmm.tomm opin-
on rney General. After a careful
Porter to the Legislature - examination he advised me that the appropria-
’ tion was still .v.tuabh. Ibtgen a.ppt:l:mteg twc:
Indiana. highly competent experts, belonging eren
of political parties, to examine the safes and vaults,
S e ey et s O
a 3 Y re y
dﬂﬁm (gf tho. ﬁemte and House of Repre- SN 2 ’ . Sy
'.l’:ldrcnmm:wes under which you meet are | burglars. I thereupon ad a let-
mot so auspicious as they were when the Legis- | ter to the Anditor and Treasurer, informing
Jature last assembled. Low prices have pre- | them of the result of the examination, and re-
+wailed for farmers’ products. Our mannfactur- | qQuiring them to piovide such locks, safes, and
4ng industries have been depressed. Our mines | vaults as would render the treasury secure in

-of coal have not found a ready market for all

- ‘the coal they could produce. Labor, in many
has not been rewarded with steady

mt nor with adequate returns. When

| the resources of the ple are diminished, it is
. theduty of the legislator to make the public
burdens as light as possible.

The following is a
STATEMENT OF THE PUBLIC DEBT.
Foreign debt—

Five per cent. State stock certificates $14,469.99
*Two and one-half per cent. State
stockcertificazes.................... 2,355.13
JFive per cent. temporary loan bonds
held l? Brookiyn Savings Bank,
New York, due December, 1889,
_ payable at the pleasure of the State
; L E VTR T A G R 200,000.00
- Wive cent. temporary loan bonds
g held by Winslow, er & Co.,
New York City, due April
1, 1889, payable at the pleas-
ure of the State after April 1, 1884.. 885,000.00
$8ix 5 per cent. internal improvement
bonds, held by the United States,
due July 1, 1886.......... aedssnanisar s y000:00
Total foreign....... = Sl $607,825.12
Domestic debt— .
$Bchool fund bond No. 1, issuned Jan.
B s S vsshsTnpeindivabusonese $709,024.85
#Bchool fund bond No. 2, issued Jan.
RS R s U S B S, 2,668,057.30
$Bchool fund bond No. 8, issued May
O o s ho 7 a0 soenaesn ey S B 184,234.00
School fund bond No. 4, issued Jan.
BRI S5 iiv e cionin b ivas pnninsas 177,700.00
I fund bond No. 5, issned May
SRR R S G P [ 175,767.07
TFive per cent. bonds held by Purdue
: University, Lafayette, Ind., due
SRR R e S e 340,000.00
Total domestic. . $4,244,483.22
“Total Statedebt...................... 4,876,608.34

The item or “twenty-four internal-improve-
aent bonds past due, $24,000,” which appeared
in the statement of the public debt in my last
‘biennial message, no longer exisss, those bonds
having been paid on the 25th of May, 1883.

The temporary loan bonds mentioned in the
foregoing statement, amounting in the aggre-
gate to the sum of $585,000, though not due until
1889, are now, by the terms ot the bonds, paya-
ble at any time sooner at the pleasure ot the
Btate. As they bear 5 per cent. interest, and the
amoney requisite to discharge them can be

. obtained considerably below that rate, I recom-
mmerd that anthority be given to the Governor
and Auditor of State to borrow the requisite
:8um at the lowest practicable rate of interest
and to discharge these bonds. A large saving of
interest can thus be effected.

THE GENEERAL FUND.
F The general fund, at the present rate of tax-
ation, will not be sufficient, unless it shall be
augmented from some new source, to meet the
«ordinary current expenses rendered necessary
for the completion of the three additional
hospitals for the insane, 2nd for the usual
loans to the State House fund, 1t is evident
that unless economies can be introduced which
will relieve the deficit, the rate of taxation will
have to be somewhat increased or a sufficient
sum borrowed to meet the exigency. In the
2vent that a loan sha'l be made, provision should
be simnltancously made for the creation of a
fnking fund for tha discharge of the debt at an
«<arly day. But beforc imposing any additional
tax or providing for any loan, every effort should
be made to avoid the necessity thereof by reduc-
ing alt needless expenses.
THE GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL.

The failure of the General Appropriation bill,
ab the last session of the Legislature, was not
followed by the inconveniences which were by
gnost persons anticipated; and the propriety of
my determination not to cull an extra session,
which would have put upon the State an ex-
pense, at least, of from seventy to eighty thou-
sand dollars, has been fully vindicated. It was
Houn 1 that laws were in force under which the
‘State Government and all its machinery could
be conducted, notwithstanding the failure of
‘that bill. The General Appropriation bill, if it
had become a law, would, indeed, have limited
the expense for each object for which it made
provision, to the amount specitically appro-
})mted therefor, whereas the laws above re-

‘erred to did not, in most instances, contain

any exact limitation upon expenditure. But

. the General Appropriation bill having
passed both Houses and having been subse-

; allwntly reconsidered for other reasons than
at its provisions were not satisfactory, it was
deemed to contain an expression of the sense of
the Legislature. To guard, therefore, against

. expenditures greater than the Legislature
would have sanctioned, a conference was held
between the Treasurer and the Auditor of State
and myself, at which my determination not to

«<all an extra session was made known to them,

and a decision was adopted that the expendi-
tures for the several objects spacified in the gen-
eral appropriation bill should not in any in-
stance beexcceded. The effect of this dec¥slon
has been that, through an effort to keep down
exYendlturee for the objects specified in that
bill to the lowest practicable amount, the ex-
ﬁ:dituxea have been less than they would have

m had the bill passed. An examination of

the expenses of the executive department. es-

pecially, will show that no greater economy
would possibly have been practiced. :

The failure of the General Appropriation bill,
however, occasioned great inconvenience to two

. or three of the public institutions, from the fact
that no law could he found under which sutfi-
«<ient provision could be made for them. This
inconvenience will, doubtless, be redressed by
you by proper legislation. = .

STATE FRINTING,

Your particular attention is invited to the re-
marks contained in the report of the Auditor of
State, on the subject of the State’s printing.
The printing has, during the last few years,
increased very much in quantity, vet there has
‘been no corresponding 1ncrease in the »ppro-
i Kiation to pay for it. “U'he law is also defective
not defining with precision what matter shail
be printed. Since the law of March 13, 1875, was
<nacted, specifying the reports which shall be
rinted, & considerable number of new offices

. have been created, the incumbents of which are

required by law to make annual reports. It has

been the practice to print these reports under a

- very vague and doubtful authority contained

. 1n the act creating the Bureau of Public Print-

dng. The Liegislature should clearly express its

. will with respect to what reports shall be

Pprinted. ;
It is believed that some of these reports should
- be publi-hed but once in two years, in season to
be gxinted and laid on the de:ks of members
_at the meetings of the Legislature in regular
. 8ession.. Other reports, allowed to be printed
© annually, might properly be limited in length
" @nd restricted in topics, at least in the years
' following the regular session. Inthis waya very
. wonsid rable and prudent saving of expense
© might be efected.
* The Legislature should requirea paper of bet-
ter qualitg to be used .n printing most of the
reports than the law now requires, ‘The paper
used - 18 by no means equal to paper generally
nsedtin other States of like wealthand advance-
ment. s
Notwithstandinz the Leglslature at its last
sesnion failed to make an appropriation for the
ublic printing, the present con:ractor, Mr. W.
| B. Burford, hus printed she reports of public
-officerg, the acts of the Legislature, and the
House and Benate jonrnals, with the expecta-
tion that you would at the present session make
a l_&roper appropriation to pay him for such
tinz at the ra es specified in the State’s con-
act with him. The work has been  done
_promptly and to the sarisfaction of the officer re-
uired by law to inspect it. I recommend that
_Ne appropriation be made as soon as practica-~
“dle.

THE STATE TREASURY.

The act of 1859, * to provide a treasury sys-
. tem for this State”—which act is still in force—

declared that the room then occupied, or which

might be thereafier assigned to and occnpied by
- the Treasurer of State, together with the safes,

‘vaults, and other p:ﬂ)er and necessary means
. for' the security ahd safe keeping of the rublic
“money, should constitute the ‘I'reasury of the
~_State; and that the Treasurer of State should be
~ reguired to use the Treas 80 constituted as
‘the sole place for the deposit and sate keepin
~of the Stat>'s moneys; and the Auditor an
| Treasurer were required, under the direction of
- "the Governor, to provide such additional locks,
. ‘safes, and vaults as might render the publio
| funds absolutely secure against fire and burg-
. lars, and an "appropriation” therenpon made “of
. such money as may-be necessary to obtain the

me. ;

~ _ During the last summer many articles appeared
' in the tmbllo press, charging that the 'l‘rpeunrer
| «did not keep public funds in the safe or vaults

%fjﬁld Treasiry, and uriting that if, as was al-

ed, the safe or vauits were insecure, the
ernor fhould require the Auditor and Treas-
| mrer to provide such addftional locks, safes and
ts aa were contemplat«d in the act above
woited. It the apiropriation to which I have
, eziﬂ was a continuing one, svailable when-
er safe or vaults were insecure. the duty
f the Governor to require the Auditor and
asurer (o provide the additional locks, safes
~and vaults was diear. 1t had, however, for many
| years been noto:ious that the safe and vaunits
wors re, yei no’ re juirement of this sort
béen made by any of my predecessors. It

both these respects. They, however, decided
not to comply with the requirement. As the
siatute with respect to the availability of the
appropriation is not entirely clear; as a require-
ment similar to the one I made had not been
made by any of my ecess.rs, and as a pro-
ceeding against these officers by mandate counld
not tn all likelihood be prosecuted to a con-
clusion before the present meeting of the Legis-
lature, I decided to abstain from legal proceed-
ings, and to refer the matter to you for such
action as you might deem appropriate.

The safe and vaults are, without doubt, in-
secure. Their known insecurity has for many
years furnished the excuse to Treasurers for
depositing the State’s money in banks, and
for loaning them, it is believed, to individuals.
No matter what poiitical party has been
in power, the public moneys have been
thus disposed of. 1y, when the Legis-
lature has been in session, the fact of such mis-
appropriation has been publicly stated in de-
bates in the two houses. That sucha usage
should be allowed is unjust to the taxpayers and
not creditable to the State. That, if it is long
tolerated, a great loss of the State’s money will
some time occur cannot be doubted. Yet, that
the public moneys, so long as they are depos-
ited by prudent Treasurers in banks, or loaned
to private individuals, are not less secure than
they would be if kept in the safe and vault now
provided for them, is undeniable,

The Treas law, as it now is, furnishes no
protection to the Treasury, except in 8o far as it
requires the Treasurer to give a bond with sure-
ties for the safe keeping of the State’s moneys.
Yet though at certain seasons of each year he
has nearly two millions of money in his hands,
the bond given by him is in the sum of $150,000

only.

Tie legal provision for an examination, under
direction of the Governor, of the books, etc.. of
the Treasury, is predicated upon the s%ggoamon
that a sunitable vault and safe have n pro-
vided for the custody of the State’s moneys.
The means afforded for an examination, under
the Governor’s direction, are absurdly insufii-
cient. The statute provides that it shall be
his duty, whenever ‘the law, or, in his opinion,
the public interest requires it, to appoint
some competent and trustworthy accountant “of
the highest ability and skill” to make an ex-
amination of the assets and effects, books,
claims, vouchers, etc., which are or should be in
the treasury, but it enjoins that the account-
ant shall not be paid more than three dollars a
day for his services. The services of no account-
ant of the highest skill and ability, nor indeed
of any skill, could be procured 1or that sum.

If you desire that the State’s moneys should
be kept in its treasury, you should immediately
provide for the purchase ot a proper safe, and,
it deemed needful, tor the building of a vault
in which the safe shall be placed; and you
should greatly amend the requirements intend-
ed to secure their being kept in the treasury.
The expense of procuring such asafe and con-
structing such a vault would be utterly trifling
compared with the risk to which the taxpayers
are exposed every year by the practice of lend-
ing the State's moneys.

If, however, you prefer—as I can not believe
you do—that the State’s moneys shall be placed
on general deposit in banks, or loaned to indi-
viduals, you should provide, under the most
particular and rigorous requirements, that all
interest or profit rece.ved for the use of them
snall be turned into the State I'reasury.

On account of the calamiti s that have recent—
ly befallen some leading banking institutions
in Indianapolis, and the disturbance of credit, I
recommend that an examination shall be made
by persons of competent skill of the condition
ot the State Treasury. If two substantial busi-
neas men, skilled in accounts, were appointed,
and empowered to employ an experienced book-
keeper at a competent salary, an investi-
gation could be speedily made, which
would show whether the State's moneys
are certainly sate, and would tend to enlighten
you respecting the legislation needed for future
protection of the Treasury. N6 harm could en-
sue from such an investigation. Much good
might come from it.

COMMON SCHOOLS.

The permanent fund for the support of the
common schools of the State amounts now to
$9,839,327,.68. The increase of the tund during
the last year from fines, forfeitures and other
sources, was $65,:50.67. The accessions to the
fund during the last ten years from the same
sources have averaged $62,898.09 a year. The
revenue derived fruin taxation, for the support of
schools, and for interest on the school runds,
amounting last year to $3,438,961.69. The total
outlay for the maintenance of schools—not in-
cluding the cost of new school houses—was
about $4,000,000. The number of public sehool
houses in the State is 9,664, -

Th : number of children of school age, accord-
ing to last year's enumeration, is 722,851, The
number who actually attended school was
501.142. The number of children of school age
who do not attend school, as indicated by these
tigures, shows the grave necessity for more ener-
getic measures to secure a greater proportionate
attendance. A compulsory attendance shouald
not be exacted until all other means fatl.
Would not a law that would grant a reasonable
bounty to teachers who would secure the larg-
est attendance within their districts, in propor-
tion to scuool population, provide a means of
judicious experiment?

The condition of cur common schools—exc2pt
in the respect above mentioned—is regarded by
the' Superintendent of Public Instruetion as
highly satistaotory. A uniform course of study
and of final examination of pupils, 18 now pur-
sued in all the schools of the State. The uni-
formity has been adopted under a recommenda~
tion made last yvear by a State meeting of Coun-
ty Superintendents, and not in pursuance of
any requirement of law.

A continual improvement is being made in
school architecture, including modes of heating
and ventilation. The embellishment of school
grounds, by the cultivation of trees and flowers,
through the efforts of teachers and pupils, with-
out'.l expense to the State, is also becoming gen-
eral.

STATE UNIVERSITY.

Since the last meeting of the General Assem-
bly, aserious calamity has befallen the State
University, by the destruction by fire of the
newer of the two college buildings, and the val~
uable geolozical and ichthyological collections,
museum and laboratory,

The loss has been partially repaired by a pay-
ment made on an insurance policy, and by a
very generous contribution by the citizens of
Monroe County. But a large sum more would
be required to replace the 10ss. The Trustees
of the University have done themselves much
credit, and grea'ly increased the opportunity of
the University for usefulness, by electing from
within the State forits head, Prot. David 8. Jor-
dan,a young man of fine natural abilities,
whos: attainments in the natural sciences have
made his name tavorablg known to scientists of
eminence in the United Btates and in Europe.

The report of the Trustees is commended to
your serious and earnest attention.

PURDUE UNIVERSITY,

I invite your attention, also, with pleasure, to
the very able and interesting report of the
Trustees and Faculty of Purdue Univ rsity, It
presents, with aconciseness and perspicuity de-
serving special commendation, the condition,
the work, and the needs of the several depart-
ments of that institution. 1ts mew President
has entered upon his work with great zeal and
energy, and with a wise comprehension of the
sphere of this University in the State's system
of education. 1 hope that it will be your pleas-
ure promptly to provide for the ﬁayment of the
debt necessarily incurred by the Trustees on
account of a want of means occasioned by the
failure, two years since, of the general arpropri-
ation bill

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. °

The State Normal School, under its efficient
Superintenden; and able corps of instructors,
continues to increase in usefulness. The in-
struction is notable for it: thoroughness, and
the number of students steadily increases.

STATE LIBRARY, . ., ;

The subjeot of the State Library is one that
should be of special interest to the Legislature.
The books are provided with peculiar reference
tothe wants of the members and olcers of that
, body, and of the State officers. The selection-of
new books should not be confided to a single
person, but to a competent numb2r of persons,
whose occupations indicate a possession of the
knowledge which would enable them to make a
judicious selection. A member of the Legisla-

nlmﬁ to ‘ enlighten him with respect to
his duties, or a State officer needing like infor-
mation, should have the assistance, when
racticable, of a librarian who can instantly re-
er to whatever has been written upon the sub-
which he desires to read or investigate.
ibrarians, in all the great 1. braries, are trained
persons, chosen for the variety and freshness of
their knowledge, and a faculty of finding, w.th
instantaneous fac.lity, whatever is contained in
th: booksin their charge. The State Librarv

the State Board of Education,
| should melect the Librarian, was
- eatablished in (875, and is composed of the
| Governor, the SBurerintendent of Publo In-
i suruction, tha President of the State Unlvenlg;
 the President of Purdas University,

President of the State Normal Bchool, and
the Superintend of Common Bchools of
the three lixgest in the State. Its fitness

L B
°.

ture needing information during the ses-

should, 1n my opinion, be placed in charge of,
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nmm people of the State generally.

THE INSANE. v

The Trustees of the Indiana Hospital for the
Insane report the cost per capita for mainte-
nance of its insane during the last fiscal year as
$177.02 a patient, as against $194 a patient dur-
ing thoiem 1883 and 1884, and as against $185a

atient during the years 1881 and 1882. Most of

is reduction is ascribed to the reduced price
of gtovmom during the year 1884,

At the last session of the Legislature I urged
upon that body the importance of defining the
elem:g:ta that sl;:l‘ be regard e e <
up ® per ca) expense o -
mates of our benevolent and Pe-
nal institutions. Sometimes all repairs of a
merely temporary character have been treated
as part the per capita expenses: at other
times they have not been so regarded; and mo
uniform rule of estimation has ever existed. In
the asylum for Feeble Minded Children the sal-
aries of officers and teach rs, school books,
medical stores, and fuel and light, which are
obviously a part of such ex&ensec\]m omitted,
as well as re of every kind. Until a fixed
and intelligible rule shall have been prescribed
by the Legislature, the relative expense per cap-
ita of maintaining the inmates of the sever%::
stitutions can never be ascertained and th
ports willin most cases be misieading. I ad-
vise, on account of the difficulty of distinguish-
ing between temporary and permanent repairs,
that repairs shall not be taken into the account.

Iinvite your particular attention to the grati-
fying statement that the experiment of the dis-
use of mechanical restraints in the treatment of
the insane, begun a little more than a year since,
has proved satistactory, and that it is deemed to
have been demonstrated that a hospital for the
insane can be managed without confining the
inmates in cribs or tying them to stationary ob-
jects or using other of the milder mechanical
restraints which until lately have been usual in
American hospitals. In foreign hospitals, it is
well known, the use ot such restraints has been
pabandoned to a much greater extent than in the
hospitals of the United States. Kind treatment,
united with inoreased vigilanoe, has been found
to be a more effective means for restoring the
curable and governing the incurable than any
of the severer methods.

I also invite your attention to the experience
of the Indiana Hospital during thelast year in
relation to the use of alcoholic liquors as a re-
medial agent among the insane. It is stated
that spirituous hiquors have been found detri-
mental to insane patients, except in cases of low
vitality, and that, even in such cases, other
remedies have been found to be preterable, At
atime when facts are being diligently collected,
in an impartial and scientific spirit, with refer-
encs to the effect of alcoholic stimulants in
cases of mental disease, this contribution will
be deemed of interest.

The recommendation of the Trustees concern-
ing the necessity of purchasing a small strip of
ground adjacent to the northern line of the hos-
pi.al, to preven: houses in a village near the
hospital from being built inconve: mtly near
to the department for women, is commended to
your earnest considerat.on.

The extensive new building constituting a
part of the hospital, designed exclusively for
women, was completed on the second day of
June, 1884. At that time some claims for work
done remained unsettied, and a slight question
existed whether the act contemplated a dissolu-
tion of the Provisional Board appointed to con-
struct the building until these claims were paid.
But, believing that the expense of keeping the
board in existence should ceasz as goon as the
building had been completed, and that the Trus-
tees of the Indiana Hospital might properly ad-
just these claims, the Board was, upon my re-
quest, declared to be dissolved, in conformity
to what I believed to be the requirement of the
act by which it was created.

Insanity among women is known to be largely
owing to diseases liar to their sex. The
aelicacy which recoils from the necessary condi-
tions ot treatment is often heightened by the
fact that reason is not at the helm to control
emotion. Upon obvious grounds, therefore, I
urged upon the Legislature at its last session
the appointment in the women's department of
at least one woman physician. The Legislature
neglected to consider the re.ommendation; but
the good sense of the trustees has made up for
the neglect. A lady of excellent attainments in
the medical profession has been ngpointed a
physician in that department, and the trustees
and superintendent unite in acknowledging the
value of her services. i
THE ADDITIONAL HOSPITALS FOR THE INSANE.

By the act passed at the last session of the
Generul Assembly, grovidlng for the building
of three additional hospitals for the insane, the
Governor was required to appoint fom: commis-
sioners (two from each of the principal political
parties) who, together with the Governor, were
charged with the duty of se ecting the locations of
two of the hospitals, and ot sele ting the sites for
the three, and of constructing the buildings,
One of the hospitals was required by the terms
of the act to be locat:d in Vanderburgh County.
One hundred and sixty acres was the maximum
quantity of land which the commissioners were
authorized to purchase for the use of any one
of the hospitals. The ocommissioners were.
however, empowered to receive, on behalf
of tha State, donations of land or other
gifts, I appointed as commissioners, soon
after the adjournment of the Legislature,
Messrs. John C. Robinson and DeForrest
Skinner, Democrats, and Messrs. William Grose
and Joseph R. uray, Republicans, who accept-
ed the appointments, and 1tmmediately entered
upon the discharge of their duties. In con-
ducting hospitals under the system now most
approved, the insane are kept as much as prac-
ticable in the open air, and encouraged to per-
form manual labor, A hundred and sixty acres
ot land did not, therefore, seem as much as was
desirable for a hospital, and to securec a
largér number for each of the hospitals not
located by the act,the Commissioners gave notice
that in selecting a location preference
would be given, other things being equal, to
the connty in which the most fatisfactory gift
of land was offered. Visits were made by the
commissioners to the several counties in which
a desire had been expressed for the location of a
hospital, and af.er ¢ reful consideration, loca-
tions were made in the oounties of Cass and
Wayne. Afterward eligible sites were selected
on the lands chosen. 1n the county of Vander-
burgh one hundred and sixty acres was pur-
chased. In the county of°Wayne one hundred
and sixty acres was purchased, and one hun-
dred and forty-seven acres in addition was con-
veyed as a donation 10 the Sta In the counuvy
of Cass one hundred and - sixty _acres was pur-
chased and one hundred and twenty-two acres
of adjoining land was conveyed to the State as a
donation.

In conformity to the requirement of the act,
the Commissioners, after they had selected the
sites for the several institutions, proceeded to
advertise promptly for bids for the construc-
tion of buildings, For building the hospital
near Evansville the lowest bid was $286,585.90;
for building the hospital' near Richmond the
lowest bid was $299,760.93; for building the hos-
pital near Logansport the lowest bid was $36,~
802.20. These bids were accepted but not until
grovision had been made for cvonsiderable re-

uction of expense to the State by simplifying
the style of architecture, and contracts were
entered into accordingly. To reconcile a differ-
ence of views among the commissioners, the
cottage plan of buildings was adopted at Rich-
mond; a system of detached buildings con-
nected by covered corridors was adopted for the
hospital near Logansport; and the congrezate
plan of building was adopted for the hospital
near Evansville. The foundations of the sev-
eral buildings have been completed. . A large
amount of materials has also been collect>d and
extensive preparations have been made for the
frosecution of the work on these buildings dur-

ng the next season.

cannot too hivhly commend the interest
taken by the Commissioners in all that has been
thus far done. But I deem it proper to add
that the mnecessary cost of constructing hos-
pitals of the capacity proposed, proved to be so
much larg r than the Commistioners had an-
ucipsbed}that. for the purpose of diminishing
the cost, I personally advocated a very consider-
able decrease of capacity. It seemed to me that
if proper designs were adopted, the capdecity of
hospitals m ght be increased as exigencies
might hereafter req ire. In this opinion
& ma ority of the Board did not agree with me,
and the hospitals are being constructed on the
larger scale at first proposed.

his communelx on would be too much pro-
longed by a ref ce to further matters of in-
terest connected with these asylums. I, there-
fore, refer {ou to the very clear and intelligent
report of the commissioners, which been
printed, and will be promptly placed before
you.
THE BLIND AND THE DEAF AND DUMB.

The reports of the Directors and Superintend-
ent resp:ctively of the Institutions for the
Blind and the Deat and Dumb., will

be laid on your tables, and be found in-
structive. ion should made for the
indigent inmates of the schoolf during the va-

cation of fchools, 80 that the reproach may no
longer continue of their being o&en compelled

to seek a home {u the poor-houses to save them
from suff A
SOLDIERS' ME AND ASYLUM FOR FEEBLE-

. MINDED CHILDREN.
. These two institutions, incongruously nhder
one roof, and the appropriations for which he-
ing made separately, render it nearly impracti-
cable to keep correctly the acoounts, should en-
gage your anxious attention. I recommend the
appointment of a committee, at an early
in the session, to investigate the
fuirs, and also ‘to report what additional
necgssary to %
rove the man g
nt recommendations

legis-
plify "and fm-
are inipor-

the report of the

Trustces and Superintendent which I commend
to your consideration.
THE STATE PRISONS.

'The average number of prisoners at the State

Prison No during the last fiscal year was
547. At the Btate Prison South theav: e num-
ber was 670. The nco:‘m ‘ot the Northern

prisoners, e OX~

Prison, from the labor

ed as making

- m

ceeded by $7,202.71 the outlay for current expen-
Bes. Tbo’moaph&omthelaborolmmm at

for these expenses,. The deficiency
the receipts of the latter vrison is as-
cribed to the imferior quality of the

buiidings used for manufacturing pur-
so.es. the want of land for raising gar-
en products, and other disadvantages which
do not -apply to the more favored Northern
Prison. In the State Prison South the wuse of
the lash for the correction of prisoners has
ceased. The enlightened and humane senti-
ment which uires that it shall cease in all our
ns should be expressed in laws command-

g its discontinuance.

The reports of both ons urge that a better
provision shall be made for insane convicts. A
suitable building should be erected at one of
the prisons at which all these should be collect-
ed and should receive the care and treatment
required by the!r condition. To remove insane

risoners to the presént hospitals for the
nsane would be injudicious on two accounts
—that the friends of the reputable insane would
not ve willing to send their insane kindred to an
institution used tor the confinement of crim-
inals, and that the proving prisoners to be in-
sane, in order to remove them to places where
the opportunities for escape would be enhanced,
would soon grow into a business.

The report of the Southern Prison shows that
61 per cent. of the oonvicts are thirty years of
age and under, and that 45 per cent. of the
crimes of violenca for which prisoners are there
confined were committed by persons not past
the age of twenty-five. hese grave facts
should stimulate to even greater and more con-
stant endeavors the efforus of the humane to re-
claim erring children and you'h, and to invade,
with all good inflnences, the nurseries in which
children are brought up in vice.

THE PARDONING POWER.

In the exercisz of the pardoning power I have
taken great care to avoid turning loose upon so-
clety dangerous malefactors. 1 have endeav-
ored. also, to abstain from such frequency in
exercising the power as would make the punish-
ment of crime appear to be uncertain. With
whatever care the t];:’)wer may be exercised, it is
almost certain to used, in many cases, with
an unjust, ahough unintended, partiality. The
Executive can seldom be familiar with all the
merits of the case. He must rely, therefore, u{)-
on appearances; and pardons are too apt, in
spite of all the vigilance that can be
exercised, to be unconscious concessions to
the energy which has secured influential
names to petitions, rather than to the actual
merits of the applicant. To introduce a more
just and impartial practice toward prisoners, I
recommended toghe Legislature, at its last ses-
sion, the allowance of a much larger credit, for
zood conduct, upon the terms ot sentences than
had before been granted. The Legislature
adopted my recommendation, and the good ef~
fect of this legislation upon the discipline of
the prisons has been 8o evident as to elicit from
the Wardens expressions of great satistaction.
The Trustees of the Northern Prison say of this
law, that “it has proved to be a valuable
force in the administration of the

rison,”* and that “the good ef-
?eou of the law, through its encouragement
to good behavior on the part of convicts, exceed
the expectations of the most sanguine friends
of the measure.” The Warden of the Southern
Prison recommends that the law shall be
amended so as to allow “‘lost time” to be re-
stored to a prisoner where injustice reems to
have been done to him and in cases of extra-
ordinary good behavior afterward. Th s recom-
mendation is submitted to your careful consia-
eration.

g CONVICT LABOR.

The tendency of the cheap price of convict
labor, as employed in our two prisons, to dimin-
ish, unjustly, the price of articles manufactured
alike by free and convict labor, has, naturally,

roduced complaints from free laborers
Pnjurlously affected. The two leading
in this BState, in their

litical parties
mb platforms, condemned the present prison
contract system, and the last Legislature hav-
ing failed to agree upon any change ot the pres-
ent system, the Senate appointed a committee
to present a suitable bill at the present session.
Having felt interested in the subject, I entered
into correspondence with several persons who,
as I supposed, had given iv consideration, and
shall transmit to the Eenate committee, to
whom was committed the preparation of a bill,
the form of a bill prepared and sent to me by a
gentleman in another Btate who has given to the
whole question of prison administration pro-
longed reflection and study.
REFORM SCHOOL FOR BOYS.
The average number of boys in the Reform
School during the past year was 395. The Su-
erintendent states in his report that “The
ealth of the boys has never been hetter, the
work of reformation has never been more tixor-
onghly done, and the industrial features of the
school have never been more satisfactory.” As
it will no doubt be your pleasure to visit the
school early in your session, I deem it unneces-
sary to say more than that I believe it is well
condncted, is working many sound reforma-
tions, and deserves your favor,

REFORMATORY INSTITUTION FOR WOMEN AND
GIRLS,

This institution, exclurively nnder the man-
agement of women, continues to be conducted
in a most satisfactory manner. The average
number of inmates in both aepartments during
the last year was 186. The number of thorough
reformations that have been effected by this in-
stitution is mest encouraging. A just regard for
economy, and a conscientious determination to
keep exvenditures within the appropriations
e for the Institution, is a marked character-
istic of the management.

DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY.

The value of the work done by
the State Geologist 18 recognized abroad
scarcely less than at home. His learned reports

ustly engage the attention of scholars, There
aving been no permanent appropriations avail-
able to pay the expenses of his oftice. he has
been obliged. in consequence of the failure in
1883 of th: appropriation bill, to advance the
means n-cessary to carry it on. He should be
promptly reimbursed.
DEPARTMENT OF S8TATISTICS,

The report of the Chief of the Bureau of Sta-
tistics is being printed and will soon be laid be-
fore-you. The Commissioner, after the adjourn-
ment of the last Legislature, was obliged to
borrow money to carry on his office, in conse-

uence of the failure of the appropriation bill.
'hig, happily, he did with little difficulty. I
recommend that an amount sutficient to dis-
charge the sum borrowed be repaid to him,

The ditculty, In severat of the
counties, of collecting the statistics re-
uired furnished by county of-

cers, i8 shown by him; the officers of these
counties being unwilling to collect and furnish
statistics unless paid for their services. His
suggestion of the means of overcoming the
dé‘n;cult.y should engage your early consider-
ation.

STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

The report of the State Board of Agriculture
will soon be laid before you. It will be found
to con%n essays and discussions inter-

esting farmers. 1 bez, however, a
second time to express my very strong
conyiction that & change should bhe

made in several particulars in the composition
of the Board. I urge especially thatv the profes-
sors of agriculture and chemistry in Purdue
University (our agriculiural college), shall be
made members ex-officio of the Board, and re-
quired always to be present at its annual Janu-

session. The freshness of their studies of
subjects reluing to agriculture would enliven
and impart additional interest to the proceed-
ings of the Board, and the discussions and inti-
mate a3ssociation with their agricultural associ-
ates would tend to give a constantly practical
character to their studies.

As the success of the farmer depends quite
as much ufon'n skillful adoption and use
and care of the various kinds of agricult-
ural machinery, as it does upon the study of
soils and crops, and as the chief interest
in the fairs centers in such machinerys a
certain proportion of the members should
be specially skilled in the mechanic arts. To
prevent, also, a tendency of a Board which
elects its own members to too great a monotony
of thought and methods, I Lelieve that it would
be wise to provide that the Governor shall ap-
point as many at least as one-fourth of its
members. The good which a Board could ac-
complish if composed in such a manner as to be
constantly re-enforced by an accession of fresh
and vigorous thought, can scarcely be over-
estimated. I beg to invite to the snbjgot your
early and anxious consideration.

STATE BOARD OF HEALTH.,

The nrervices of the State Board of Health
are believed to ‘have been of much ben-
efit in introducing better sanitary condi-
tions throughout' the HState, in bringing to
light very Flve faults in the sanitary man-
agement of our jails and poor houses, and
in devistg and causing to be bnoeessml&y exe-
cuted methods for the permanent ocollection of
vital statistics. Their report and the accom-

nying report of their able and efficient Secre-

will no doubt be read by you with interest.
MINES AND MINERS.

The last Legislature ~adopted the several
amendments to the mining law which I
h the honor to recommend. The report
of the Mine Inspector for the year 1884
has mot yet been received. His report of
the . year previous, be laid
before you; contains a recommendation of
further amendments. ’ \ ]

The Inspector finds it impracticable to give an
accurate statement of ‘the annual coal produc-
tion of the ftate, on acoonnt of the unwilling-
ness of a number of mining companies to
furnish prompt and reliable returns of the ton-
nage of their mines. The law: should, in his
opinion, make it compulsory on the owners of

uhder a penalty, tofarnish the Inspector
the nocessary statistics:

Section ten of the mining law enacts that no
owner of & mine 1 place in charge of any en-

gine for conveying emj loyes into or out of
& mine any but ex competent, and
sober 4. mplaints are sometimes
made by that their lives are jeoparded

‘them.

be law does not define wno shall
be a judge of the fitness of the engineer when
such objections are charged to exist. It is evi-
dent that the State Inspector should be made
the judge in every such instance. ?

A requirement that mine “bosses” shall visi
the miners at their several places of work at
least every twodaysis urged by very forcible
reasons.

Other recgmmendations, not less impressive,
are made, which I have not time here to repeat.
Icommend all suggestions of the Inspector,
who is a practical miner of long experience, to
your most careful consideration.

STATE HOUSE.

. The progress made in the comstruction of
the new BState House since the last meet-
ing of the Legslature, has been most
satisfactory. There is good reason for expeoct-
ing that like satisfactory progress will
be made until the structure is completed. It
is believed that the building will be ready for
use by the Legislature at its next regular ses-
sion. The work has so far advanced as to ren-
der it obvious that you should at the present
seasion make a proper appropriation to enable
the Commissioners to purchase the furniture
that wilt be required for the building, to grade
the grounds, and to construct a suitable iron
fence around them,

The report of the Commissioners is commend-
ed to your careful attention.

THE STATE MILITIA.

A due regard for brevity will prevent my re-
ferring, with as much particularity as I should
desire, to the subject of the State militia. Kor
its eficiency and its increase in numters during
my sdmlniat.muon\l am greatly indebted to
Adjutant General Carnahan, and to the mem-
bers of my military staff, refer you to the
Adjutant General's report, with an earnest ho
that vou will give great weight to its valuable
suggestions. The militia now consists of
thirty-six companies of infantry, eitht com-
panies of artillery, one platoon of Gatling guns,
and one oom{nn‘y of cavalry. In case of asud-
den outbreak of war they would be valuable,
not only in active service, but in training raw
troops for duties in the field. It is not credit-
able to the State, and is in great contrast to the
course of Btates which surround us, that the
State does not contribute properly toward the
expenses of these organizations, whose help
would be 8o useful in military emergencies.

The constitution of this State provides that
“the militia shall consist “of all able-bodied
white male perrons between the ages of eighteen
and forty-five years, except such as mayv be ex-
empted by the laws of the United States or of
this State.” Bection 5358 of the Revised Statutes
of 1881 also provides that “the militia shall con-
sist of able-bodied white male persons between
the ages of eighteen and forty-five vears.” This
retention of the odious discrimination implied
in the term “white” in the casea above oited, is
a reproach upon the character of the State, and
the most energetic means should be adopted by
you to remove it from these clauses of the con-
stitution and laws,

SBUFFERERS FROM THE FLOODS,

The last Legisiature, by an act approved Ieb-
ruary 16, 1883, appropriated forty thousand dol-
lars to be expanded for the reliet of the sufferers
on the Ohio, Wabash and White rivers in this
Btate from the then recent and then prevailing
floods 1n those streams. The Governor, Lieu-
tenant-Governor, Becretary of BSta e, and
Auditor ‘of Btate were constituted a Board to
disburse the fund. 1t was required that any
part© of the fund which might remain
after affording the relief contemplated
should be covered into the treasury. While the
ofticers appointed were engaged in distribnting
the sum thus appropriated, the Legislature,
by an act approved FKFebruary 27, 1883,
appropriated a turther sum ot $60,000, “to be ex~
pended in rellet trom present and pressing
needs’’ of persons residing along the same riv-
ers, who were destitute or suffering by reason
of the overtlow of those streams; but it was
frovlded by this last-named a:t that none of

he money appropriated by it should be used or
expendqdoxceytto furnish or purchase food,
clothing, m-adicine, bedding, and fuel wih
which to relieve present necessities, and any
ﬁnrt of the sum remaining unex})endml on the

ret day of April, 1883, was requ red to be cov-
ared back into the treasury.. The same officers
appointed to expend the first appropriation
were directed “to dispen e and direct the appli-
cation ot " the second. The Board was em ow-
ered to distribute the sum approprinted
through the agency of any other persons,
The Governor was appointed. President of
the Board, and was required, as far as the
exigencies ot the case would allow, to make a
record of the expenditures, and to take vouch-
ers from the persons to whom the money wns
paid for distribution or application. But it was
provided that this lsst reguirement might be
disregarded if found in any degree to embarrass
the prompt and immediate application of the
fund to the relief of the persons to be benefited.

Of the sum appropriated $36,209.2¢0 were dis-
bursed for relief, and $63,734.80 were covered
back into the Treasury.

The limitation in the manner of relief in the
lIast act was so ?oolﬂo that the needs specified
in it were regarded as having becn fully provid-

ed for, very =soon atfter the act was
passed, by expenditures under the first
appropriation and by  private relief.

A rmall part, therefore, only, of the appropria-
tion was expended. ’l‘he firet - appropriation
being broader in the relief allowed, a consider-
able part of it was applied toward the repair
of houses of sufferers whose means were ex-
tremely limited, and to the supply in some ex-
treme instances of farming implements, Great
care was taken by the Board in selecting
Eemons to whom means were sentto be div-

ursed to sufferers, or to provide. supplies for
them, and persons of sound reputation for
integrity were selected. But notwithstanding
diligent efforts to secure 1eceipts throuch
these persons from the parties to whom
relief was directly furnished, it was found
practicable in only a few instances to obtain
The haste, confusion, and diffionlties
under which the ap{;llcatlon of rellet was made
rendered it impracticable in many instances to
take receipts. I can not, without too much ex-
tending this messaze, give a more particular ao-
count of the disbursement of the sums ex-
pended, and shall, therefore, fnrnish a more de-
tailed account of it in a ssyarate communica-
tion. In behalf of the Bosrd I ask now, whie
the transaction i8 recent, that some commit ee,
in one or both of the houses, shall he direct:d
to examine into the manner in which the duties
of the Board were discharged.

SEWER FOR THE STATE S REFQORMATORY INSTI-
TUTION FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS,

When the last Legislature assembled a suit
was pending, instituted by the United States,
to enjoin tne passing of rewage fiom the Re-
formatory Institution for Wcemen and Girls
through the bed of a small stream which flowed
from the grounds of the retormator{ along the
southern border of the grounds of the United
Btates Arsenal. As no other means existed
for disposing of the sewage, and the granting of
an injunction was known to be imminent unless
prompt and efficient measures were adopted for

utting an end to the alleged nuisance, the Leg-

slature passed an act placing at the dfsJ)onal of
the Governor thirty thousand dollars, and durect~
ing him to cause to be constructed, with the least,
goulble delay, a good, substantial underground
rick sewer, from a point at or near the relor-
matory to, and to connect with. the sewer be-
longing to the city of Indianapolis on Washing-
ton street, at New Jersey street; and it was
rovided that if the ocity should extend
ts sewer on Washington street to Noble or Pine
street, the sewer for the reformatory should ter-
minate at the eastern end of such extension
and should then be connected therewith, and
that the Governor should pay to the city, to aid
in the extension of its said sewer, an amount
equal to the cost of the construction of the re-
formatory sewer, had the latter been construct-
ed for an equal distance on Washington street.
Pursuant to the provisions of the act, I appoint-
ed a competont civil engineer to superintend
the work, and advertised for bids for its con-
struction. An award was made to the lowest
bidders, who proceeded with diligence to
counstruct the sewer fro:m the point of begin-
ning, at the reformatory, along the rouge pre-
scribed by law, to Noble street, to which Etreet,
during the progress of the work, the city’'s
sewer on Washington strezt had been extend d.
Had the season been an ordinary one, the sum
lg{)roprl;wd would have been more than s .f-
ticient to pay for the work; but the excessive
rains which had Krevnllerl before the work was
Legun, and which prevailed during its progress,
caused the water to filter through the sandy bot-
tom of the ditch, so that pumdps had to be used
from the bqulnningto the end of the wotk, to
enable the sewer to be made at all, and the
lower surface of the sewer had to be laid on oak
planks nearly ite whole length. The conse-
quenoce is that the expense of construct ng the
scwer has excceded the appropriation in the
sum of $3,184.69. The contractors have been
d in full, but there is due to the city of
ndianapo!is vthe stum last mentioned,

Bo soon as I discovered that the appropri-
ation was likely to be exceeded, : should have
stopped the work promptly until the Legislature
could be consulted, but for the extreme exigen-
cy of the case; the fact that the Legis ature had
di~ected that I should cause the sewer to be con-
svructed with the least possible delay; and the
likelihood that if the work were stop; the
Btate would be involved in a loss much above
the exoess of the cost of the work over the ap-
propdsm':.d 'l;?:oléueg}smttgge of 188] had lndgc(:
approp X or same purpose, bu
tge work had nov heen dome.

I recommend that an a riation ‘be made
napolis for the

in favor of the City of
amount of this deficiency.
: HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIO

The exemption of the homestead, of reason-
able value, from the demands of creditors has
not been found in practic:, in the B ates waoere
such exemptions exist, to lnberlore injurionsly
with trade. The maintenance of the home,
with its endearing associations and its promo-
tion of private viriue, favors the habits which
promote honor and thrift in commercial trans-
actions, The family established in its own
homestead 18 one of the beat supports of

rbyth:‘o.:plolymend engineers of a different ~ the State. Inm a large majority of the States

homesteads of reasonable value are exempted
from cxecuuon.l 1 belmod 2 should be
exemp in Indiana, an recommend
| the of a tair homestead bill.
SBAVINGS BANKS,
1 invite your attention most earnestly to the
" importance of legisiation for the estab-
lishment, on & sound fouundation, of sav-
jings banks. The laws of some of the
! older States in which such institutions have
i long existed, and in w
. of losses to depositors have occurred, might be

! consulted by you with great advantage, and
| the recent disastrous exp¢rience of institutions
| ill conducted will, no doubt, o you in-

| struotive lessons to enable you to correct evils
 against which the best laws have failed hereto-
fore to provide sufficient saleguards.
These banks, where confidence - exists in
the wisdom and integrity of their man-
agement cultivate in the communi-
ties in which they are established a habit of ju-
dicious saving, which is the best foundation for
business prosperity, & restraint against im-
morality, and a nirm support of public order.
KANEAKEE MARSH.

The last General Assembly failed to enact any
law t@iacil tate and hasten the reclamation ot
the extensive region covered by the Kankakee
marsh. The survev made under the d.rection
ot the State by Prof. John L. Campbell and an
able corps of assistants was comupleted so re-
cently before thac Legislature convened,
that no blume can attach to it for omitting
10 enact sro;er legislation. The large airea of
fertile lands now practically valueless by being
covered or saturated with water; its conven-
ience, by proximity ana by extraordinary rail-
road 1acilitles, to the best markets; and the
sanitary benefits which would ensue from its
drainage, should be considerations of such
momentous importance as to induce you to
spare no effort to adopt means, through wise
legislation, for its early reclamation,

SWAMP LANDS,

By an act of Congress, passed in 1850, the
United States granted to the several States, in
which it then owned swamps and overiowed
lands, the whole or such lauds as by reason of
being swamped and overfiowed, were unfit for
cultivation. Before a survey was n.ade to de-
termine specifically the lands included in the
grant, the United States, iu somo it not all ot
these Staves, sold to private purchasers a con-
siderable body of these lands. Bome of the
States, by extraordin ry diligence have ascer-
tained what lands belonging to them have thus
been sold, and have recovered from the United
States the price paid for them. I have strong
reason to believe that a very considerable quan-
tity of swamp and overilowed lands in this
State embr: in said grant, have been sold by
the Umited Btates. The proceeds of these sales
properly belong to this Ntate, and would be

pala to it it the gunantity were ascer-
tained and a dennite olalm presented.
The employment of an agent to at-

tend to this business is confided by law to the
Attorney General, who, 1 hope, will sBoon beable
to recover for the SBiate the sum thus justly ow-
ing. Every sum thus recovered augments the
achool fund and diminishes the burden upon
taxpayers for the support ol schools,
FEES AND BALARIEY,

On the important subject of fees and salaries,
I beg to repeat to you the words contained in
my last biennial message:

“For many years complaints have been made
in the more populons counties that the fees

and salarles of . officers were too , large
for the services performed. It has also
been asserted that the means to which

there are often strong temptations to resort,
for obtaining nominations tor otfices so
luerative, and for securing sucoess at
the polls, have a corrupting etleot upon
elections, Betoio the adoption of the Uonstitu-
tional Amendments of 1881, the Legislature was
deprived ot the power of curing this supposed
evil, In that year an amendment was passed
which has removed the dimcul‘& This amend-
ment was submltted to the electors of the SBtate,
and prevailed by a majority of more than 90,9%u
votes, A session of the Legislature has inter-
vened (two have now iutervened) since this
amendment was adopted, but no act has been
assed regulating the componsation of otfcers
ln the manney contemplated. Every offtoer
suould be adequately paid for his services, but it
is due to the people that no greater sum shall be
taken from them, in the way of fees and sal-
aries, than 18 necessary to pay the otlicer a tair
compensation, Ofio.rs frequently, however,
relinquish regular occupations to obtain these
places, under an expectation that the rate of
tees prevalling when they were eleoted will be
subs antially maintained. 1t might be just,
therefore, to postpone the operation of the reg-
ulating act for a reasonable time alter its pas—
sage, A bill properly regulating fees and sala-
ries will require much thoughtful consideration,
and shonld engage your attention at a very early
per.od of the session,” 7
RETURN OF DIRECT TAXES,

Indiana paid the whole of the direct tax im-

sed by the Uniied Btates apon the lands of
ot inhabitants, to assist in defrayving the ex-
remes of the war for the suppression of the re-

pellion, The amount was $76,144,.03. The in-
surrectionary Btates yet owe $2,726,104.01 on
acoount of the direct lax levied for the
same purpose on the lands of their in-
habitants., Non-insurrectionary BStates and
Territories also owe In BgRIe-
ate, on direct taxes, $183,922.90. It can hardly
be the policy of the United Btates, in the pres-
ent overflowing condition of its treasury, to
coero: payment of the direct taxes yet o s
Justice, however, to the Ntates that have p
their quota of these taxes, requires that if pay-
ment of the direct taxes thus owing shall not
enforced, the United Btates shall rejay their
quotas to the States which have pad them. I
recomm nd therefore the passage of a joint
resolution by the two houses of the Gen As~
sembly, requesting our Represencatives in Con-
gress, and instructing our Be..ators to vote for a
1 w releasing the inhabitants of the States in
which these taxes have not been paid from all
liability, and returning to the Btates which
have paid these taxes, the full amounts paid.
THE AUDITOR OF STATE. '

In the administration of the chief executive
ofice, the Auditor of State h:s much more
intimate official relations with the Governor
than any of the other State officers, and I can
not allow this occasion to pass without express-
ing my high estimate of the capability and in-
tegrity of Hon. James H. Rice, the incambent of
that office, and my thanks to him for number-
less courtesies,

OONCLUSION.

During the period that 1have held the impor-
tant trust which L am about to lay down, my
endeavor has to administer it for the com-
momood of all the Eoo?lo. and I have been con~
tinnally cheered and strengthened not only by
friends from whom, on account of political re-
lations,”I might naturally bave expected sup-
port, but from many who differ from me on
questions of national policy, To alll avail my-
self of this occasion to older my sincere and
grateftul acknowledgments,

to ‘rou. @entlemen, assembled hera in the
responsible ca ty in which you have met, I
wish good health, cordial mlmonl‘ and
the satisfaction which comes trom a careful and
faithfnl discharge of public duty.
ALBERT G. POBTER,
What aCow!

An elderly and well-known gentle-
man of Boston, who, while he to
sit at the"convival board, will not touch
anything spirituous, devoting all his
attention to the lacteal fluid, was invit-

~

-

- ed out one night by a party of choice

spirits. A huge milk punch had, how-
ever, been prepared for him, and when
he wus asked what beverage he would
prefer his reply was as usual: “Well, I
guess I'll take alittle milk.” The punch
was brought and all eyes turned toward
him to note the effect. Raising the
glass he took a sip and thea another; a$
the third, however, 'he drained the
tumbler, smacked his lips and, looking
lovingly at the empty glass, observed:
“Great Cesar! what a cow!”—Boston
Post,

Russian Sibera. :

The territory of Russian Siberia, one
and a half times as large as the United
States, has belonged to Russia three
centuries, Yet of the 4,000,000 inhab-
itants hearly one-half are pagans. Pa-
ganism is fostered by the home govern-
ment. The pagan priests are allowed
to collect and burn the copies of the
Bible with which the missionaries sup-

ly the converts, and no missionary m
En.ptize without the authority of the
pagan civil authorities, who are allowed
to do almost anything to drive Chris-
tianity from the country. %

A Consistent Champion. i
A vegetarian who not only declared
that he had never tasted animal food in
his life but appeared clothed in non-
animal apparel throughout, with cotton
velveteen coat, dark linen drill waist-
coat, oordnx‘oz trousers, and black can-
vas shoes wit guttu-g: soles, must ;
be regarded as » noble and consistent
championof hisbelief.—Chicago times.




