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JRSE OF LAND MONOPOLY.

The Shameful Way in Which Our
Public Domain Has Been
Squandered.

s of the Land Grant System Shown
Up by Hon. William 8.
Holman.

During the debate in the National
House of Representatives on the Post-
<office appropropriation bill, the Hon.
W. 8. Holman, of Indiana, exhibited
tables, compiled from official reports,
showing that in the period” embraced
Detween June 30, 1862, and March 4,

1875, the enormous aggregate of nearly
| 4wo hundred million acres of our pub-
| lic lands had been voted away by Con-

ess in aid of railways, the total

ngth of the railroads for which the
grants were made being 20,803 miles.
Mr. Holman, in discussing this matter,
spoke as follows:

What are the conditions on which these
grants were made? What rights has the Gov-
<ernment reserved ingiving away the common
wealth of its people? - There are some reser-
' wvations, two of them, meager und inconsider-
:able, 1 admit, but still something. In all of
these grants, running thiough all these years,
these are the conditions, varied somewhat in
terms but still substantially the same:

‘*And the said railroad shall be and remain
-a public highway for the use of the Govern-
ment of the United States, free from all toll
-or other charges upon the transportation ot
any property or troops of the United States.’

This is the first right reserved to the Gov-
«rnment, and even here in the beginning is a
fradulent purpose. Undoubtedly Congress
understood by those terms that the railroad
should transport the ‘‘property and troops’
-of the United States free of charge, but you
-observe a slight ambiguity in the language,
-and under this ambiguity the Supreme Court
has decided that the Government has the right
10 put its own locomotives and cars on these
# Tailroads and by its own employes iransport

. dts property and troops tree (which of course
ds impracticable); but if the railroad trans-
ports the Government’s property and.-troops,
then the Government shall pay the railroad
<company 50 per cent. ot the usual rates of
transportation. This was decided in the case
. +of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail-
road Company vs. The United States, and yet
the land grant to that company was made
% four years after Congress hdd, by a joint res-

- -olution I had the honor to introduce in 1862,
-declared that the meaning of the terms em-
ployed in that reservation was that the land-
grant corporation “should transport the
property and troops of the United States free
«of charge.” *

The other right reserved in all these grants
i8s in less ambiguous language and in all the
-8ame in substance:

*‘The said railroad shall transport the mails
of the United States at such price as Con-
.gress shall by law direct.””.

Now, these two provisions cover all the
rights reserved to the United States in con-
sideration of these imperial grants. Con-
trary to the manifest intention of Congress,
these corporations have under the extraordi-
nary decision I have named received millions
«0t dollars from your Treasury for transport-
ing your ‘“property and troops,”” and are
:8till annually receiving large sums and will
for all time. But, as I' have shown you, we
have the clear and unquestionable right to
fix the rate at which these land-grant roads
shall transport our mails. Isnot 50 per cent.
-of the amount you pay to railroad companies
which built their own railroads a reasonable
<compensaticn to be paid by the Government
1o corporations whose railroads were virtu-
-ally built by the Government? I think it is,
-and 1w.ore than reasonable. i

There are other grants which I have not
included in eitber of the foregoing tables,
where not a spadeful of earth has been dug
in the construction of a railroad, yetthe lands
are withdrawn from -settlement and claimed
- by the corporations, although the grants
.'were long since forfeited. The forfeiture of
‘these grants will of course be declared. Of
all of these grants over 109,000,000 acres, in-
cluding over 16,000,000 this House has al-
ready declared forfeited, are beyond any rea-
@onable question forfeited, and the declar-
ation of that forfeiture by Congress is de-
manded by the highest consideration of pub-
lic policy, common honesty, and justice to
the people. Even to the extent these land-
.grant railroads enumerated in the first table
wera completed, you paid them, as I have
. shown, last year $1,144,822,91 far transport-
ing your mails. This bill would as to these
roads, to the extent they are entitled to the
iands granted and including the Pacific sys-
tems, save to the Treasury annually, I think,
mear & million of dollars, perhaps more; but
the restoration of the forfeited grants to the
public domain is of far greater moment than
any such monetary consideration; so that
*this bill cautiously declares that none of its

provisions *‘shall be construed to waive or

impair any right now existing in favor of the
United States.”” While these corporations
generally withhold the obtaining of patents
tor their lands to avoid local taxation, and
are in the main holding their lands until the
Government landsshall beexhausted, they still
had taken out patents, up to June 80, 1882, for
47,745,941 acres. If in the adjustment of these
vast grants they obtain over 70,000,000 more
it will be because incorporated wealth is
stronger in controlling our affairs than the
senso of justice and public duty which con-
trols this Government in maintaining the
rights of its people. So patents have al-
ready issued up to June 30, 1882, date of last
specific report, for 47,745,941 acres, a terri-
tory in the aggregate as large as the two
great States of Indiana and Ohio combined
and pearly a half a million acres more. And
this is already done. In'the last admirable
report of the Commissioner ot Public Lands

‘we are told that during the last year “‘twelve

ra‘lroad patents, covering124 pages of record,
were' issued.’’ Yes, sir; ‘and instead of these
vagt flelds being covered with cheerful homes
gnd a great multitude of prosperous and in-
pendent citizens, a handful of men became
the proprietors of landed estates dwarfing
the baronial posse:sions of Europe. Have
the gentlemen who defend this policy consid-
ered how surcly under this- poliey, if its de-
velopwent shall be completed, the old-time
republican simplicity of our institutions will
£ ve place to a splendid government con-
trolled and supvorted by corporatec power
and concentrated wealthr

But the fact must now be.gpparent that ho
demands whieh the Government could make
on the:e corporatipns for tie free transpor-
tation of the maills, property, and troops,
now and for all time, could compensate
this Government and its people for the lands
it has granted. The legislator who considers
the mere monetary value of the land granted,
enormous as it is, takes a very superficial
view of the subject. Had the value of these

‘vast millions of acres been granted in money

from the public Treasury or expressed in
bonds issued by the Government payable in
money, the only evil to our free institutions
would have teen the granting of great fort-
unes by the special favoritism of Govern-
ment to & portion of its people at the expense
of their fellow citizens. (All monarchies
present examples of this policy.) The evil,
great as it might be, would not go beyond
this, and an honest and earnest vigi'ance of
the people would and could in the progress of
time correct it. But the giving away in vast
tracts to the favorites of Congress of the fer-
tile lands which, on any just conception of
our free institutions, ouvght to be the free-
holds of our people, advancing the price of
these Jands beyond the reach of the laboring
- and landless men -of the present period
and early future, is an evil that admits of no
remedy except revolution. Po make these
grants on the pretence of 'progress and open-
ing up the wilderness tothe developing power
ot laber, to give labor a chance, is to invite
10 our shores the theory of the Middle Ages,
baronial éstates, baron and serf, the power
of the one to shelter the feebleness of the
other! Was it through imperial grants the
great country from the Atlantic Ocean to the
Allegheny range was settled, and thence on-
ward to the Mississippi, with a prosperous

‘years.

people, remarkable for the rugged virtues of
their manhood, but still more remarkable
(and without a precedent in history) for the
general equality in their material possessions?
Here was seen the natural outgrowth of our
free institutions. Is the new theory of prog-
ress through baronial grants producing such
fruits?

But the evils of this system are not limited
to the withdrawal for all time from the great
body of our laboring and landless people of
more than 200,000,060 acres of publip lands (a
territory in the aggregate equaling in extent
ten such States as Indiana); nor in;creating
corporations so great and powerful that they
pervade every department of your Govern-
ment, tampering with official authornity and
claiming the benefit of every doubt, putting
the Government itself at defiance; nor in the
creation of overgrown fortunes, which enter
the controlling departments of your Govern-
ment through States organized under the au-
spices of these corporations and exercise ju-
dicial, executive, and legislative power. . No,
sir; the evil does not terminate thesie, but
under this perfidious system of progess, as an
inevitable and natural result, land monopoly
runs riot, the land jobbers hold high carni-
val, and the lands left after taking out the
great grants, the lands left under this treach-
erous system for the people, are seized upon
by the vigilant land-jobbing capitalist and
his skillful and unscrupulous agents. Your
land-grant roads everywhere meander
through your most fertile lands, on the
margin of rivers and through fruitful val-
levs, and even before the laboring men, your
landless people, the men who long to become,
with their wives and children, bona fide set-
tlers of the new country, are able to turn
their faces westward the remaining lands—

every fertile valley, every inviting field,
even the alternate sections reserved in the
land grants, and far beyond—are taken up
section after section, swelling into great
private estates; and your pre-emption law,
threugh fraud and perjury, i8 made to do
gervice in this most infamous proceeding.
Opening up the wildernesg! For whom? The
bona fide settler, whose labor would make the
land fruitful, and whose children, reared in
virtuous industry, would give strength and
stability to their country? No, sir; to the
land jobber and the land-holding barons who
move s0 nagurally alongside the land-grant
corporation. You may travel for hundreds
of miles even in Dakota, and, although you
see no human habitation, every acre of the
land has already ceased to be a part of our
once grand public domain; in vast and soli-
tary regions not an acre left for the settler.
Under the old-time, honest system of our
fathers and of the early period of our age
every quarter-section entered would have
been adorned by the home of an independent
freeholder and the presence of his wife and
children. Time will develop the great landed
estates your land-grant system has rendered
possible, even if that was not its original
purpose, and wili call down the execration of
mankind upon the infamy. Even now a list
of some of them is made public. How does
this list become a republie? ‘I clip the foliow-
ing from the San Francisco Daily Examiner,
a leading journal on the Pacific coast:

THE GROWING MONSTER. ;

Besides the millions of acres belonging to
railroad and other corporations, the amount
of land that is being acquired by forign cap-
italists and landlords is fairly amazing. Ire-
land is to-day groaning beneath the yoke of
oppression, and not many years will roll
around before the American tenant, upon his
knees, will also lecok up into the scowling
face of his master and acknowledge his obe-
dience. Following are a few of America's
foreign landlords, and the amount of their
holdings expressed in acres:

The Holland Land Company, New .

3 s e e R SR AR O 4,500,000
An English syndicate, No. 8, in Texas.. 3,000,000
Sir Edward Reid and a syndicate, in
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English syndicate, in Mississippi...... 1,800,000
-Marqgunis of Tweedale................... 1,750,000
Phillips, Marshall & Co., London...... 1,300,000
German syndieate.........c..ccouiniane. 1,100,000

Anglo-American syndicate, Mr. Rogers,

President, London....................
Byran H. Evans, of London, in Missis-
British Land Company, in Kansas....
Wnll‘in nghalley, M. P., Peterboro, En-
Missouri Land Gompany, Eainburgh,

LT R R A e R R S

Dundee Land Company, Scotland...... 247,000
Lord DONMORO.. ..oy iiiatia: s suvnes oo 320,000
Benjamin Newgas, Liverpool........... 100,000
Lord Houghton, in Florida............. 60,000
Lord Dunraven, in Colorado............ 60,090
English Land Company, in Florida..... 50,000,
England Land Company, in Arkansas., 50,000

Albert Peel, M. P., Leicestershire, En-

R R S R e B S A 10,000
Sir J. L. Kay, Yorkshire, England...... 5,000
Alexander Grant, of London, in Kan- i

(T AR T SO TR S (AR G R S 35,

8a,
English syndicate (represented by Close

Bros.) Wisconsin................. e 110,000
M. Ellerhauser, of Halifax, Nova Scotia,

10 West Vel oo, i ol
A Scotch syndicate, in Florida.......... 500,000
Ai:Boysen, Danish Consul, in Milwau-

....................................

ee.
Missouri Land Company, of Edinburgh,
Scotland

...............................

b 1) LS e SRR i e 20,747,000

Twenty million seven hundred and forty-
seven thousand acres! And the: land-grant
system was to enable the bona fide settler to
reach the public land! I ‘admit the railroad
land grants are not responsible for two of
the purchases set forth in the ahove list, but,
omitting those, here i3 ‘a territory which in
the aggregate is nearly as large as the great
State of Indiana, held by foreign corpora-
tions, lords, and capitalists, every- acre of
which, the two tracts omitted, I am assured,
is within the land-grant regions, and engered
unquestionably through the aid of that in-
famous system. I have before me a list of
land purchases by thirty American capital-
ists in the land-grant sections, ranging from
25,000 to 2,000,000 acres, aggregating 7,427,-
000 acres. For what purpcse did the North-
ern Pacific corporation invite the nobility of
Europe to the recent festivities attending
the pretended completion of that railroad
except to invite attention to the princely
possessions it could place within their reach?
But why enter into detail? Did any member
of Senate or House who supported those
grants, making grant after grant until
they permeated every fertile region
of the public domain, and until the pub-
lic voice changed the political sentiment of
this House, except any other result? Thus,
sir, a magnificent public possession, the
grandest on the face of the globe. which, un-
der the statemanship of any ot the great po-
litical parties which controlled the destinies
of this republic prior to 1861, would have
furnished a safe retreat and shelter for la-
bor, happy and prospérous homes for inde-’
pendent freemen tor generationsto come,
has been turned over to an accursed mon-
opoly within go brief a period as twenty-two
The homestead law, the wisest and
most humane act of legislation since Moses
pronounced the law that nourished into man-
hood the most masculine fragment of the
human race: ‘‘Ye shall divide the land by
lot for an inheritance among your families;
to the more ye shall give the more inherit-
ance, and to the fewer ye shall give the less
inheritance.’” The homestead law!: What a
mockery, of human hopes! Before the hour
for its. real triumph bhad come Congress, in
the recklessness of absolute power, .yielding
to the sordid motive of coining the common
wealth of the pecplé into private fortunes,
had granted to monopoly the wealth in homes
and human happiness the homestead law was
intended to diffuse. The Indian reservations
and forfeited grants are about all that is left.

Do gentlemen who defend this land-grant
railroad system and complain £o bitterly that
we are seeking to impose unjust burdens on
the men who have obtained the tenefit of
these grants forget, in estimating the value
of those grants, that in a government like
ours homes and intelligence are not only n
essary to the well-being of the whole people,
but ihdispensable to the peace and order ef
society and the stability of“‘government? Do
they think that & system can be inaugurated
by Congress by which a few skillfu] and in-
genious gentlemen may monopolize imperial
wealth out of the common inheritance of the
people and open up opportunity by which the
greater portion of the lands of the republic
adapted to. agriculture and the blessings of
homes and of independent freeholds can and
will, with absolute certainty, be seized upon
by foreign and domestic capitalists, and the
price thus advanced beyond the reach of the
greater portion of our people, without inflict-
ing a deadly wound on our free institutions
and the rights of latoring men?

Does any intelligent man believe that our
system of government can be maintained
witheut the great body of our people beine

.1875.

independent freeholders? And yet this land- 3

grant railroad system, by its own direct
monopoly of the public iands and by the
opportunities it has opened up for capitalists
and corporations, European as well as Ameri-
can, to monopolize them, has even now

exhausted that portion of the public
domain adapted to agriculture, rendering it
absolutely certain that throughout a-vast
region the plow will not be ‘‘in the hand of
its owner,” but landlord and tenant, great
estates and squalid poverty, will curse the
land. Nothing but forces and currents now
hid from our view can prevent this. fo the
rigid parsimony of our fathers in hoarding up
these public lands for their posterity
becomes the dishonor of their chilaren; for
it must be remembered that up to 1862, when
this fatal and venal system was entered
upon, the entire grants for internalimprove-
ments from the 17th day of September, 1787,
to the 4th of March, 1861, made exclusively
to States, not an acre to corporations, was
but 31,600,846 acres, including the grant to
the Illinois Central, so often mentioned, of
three and one-quarter millions of acres—large
for that period; how trivial for the period
from 1861 to 1875!

With the public land exhausted, disposed of
in immense grants, or at nominal prices to
foreign and domestic capitalists, then, and
not till then, the period of peril 1o this re-
publie will begin.

Have gentlemen considered the extraor-
dinary, yet silent, influence these unshorn,
fertile, and virgin lands have exercised
through all the years of our history over our
people? They have been, from the beginning,
not only the cause and the source of pros-
perity, but, more than that, the cause of the
unexampled internal and domestic quietude
and repose we have enjoyed, under the
shelter of which 'our greatness has been
achived. Where in all the world’s history
have a people through more than a century
been so greatly exempt (only excepting the
inheritance of Africanslavery) from internal
strife? How seldom through all these years,
though prolonged yeriods of commercial and
industrial depression have "often occurred,
has labor, even in limited fields and for a
brief period, like a swarthy giant in despair,
girded up its loins for a struggle against
oppression, Yet at times a loud
cry for bread has been  heard
m our cities, and no overmastering
army has stood ready to strike. I do not as-
sert that the absence of disorder and unrest,
which in other nations has organized stand-
ing armies and navies, i8 with us to be
attributed exclusively to the existence of
our public domain and the hope and confi-
dence it inspired, for other great causes
have contributed to that end; but I do assert
that in the greatest degree the internal
peace, order, and well-being of our people
can and must b2 traced to this great common
wealth of lands, which from the beginning
has arrested the attention, animated the
courage, and inspired the hope of the labor-
ing men of this country. Cheap lands, the
hope of home and freside, and independent
manhood have been our standing army and
watchful navy, guarding for more than a
century the repose and order of the Ameri-
can people.

For generations the towns and cities and
mining regions east of the Alleghenies, and
in more recent years westward of that

ancient landmark, have swarmed with
workmen in the countless industries
of the forge, the loom, the mine, and

the workshop; the overcrowded rural
population have swarmed into your towns
and cities; everywhere thousands upon
thousands of industrious and strong men
have been barely able to keep the wolf from
the door. Have gentlemen considered the
humane and hope-inspiring influence of the
great public domain on the lives of this great
and ever-growing multitude of our people?
Follow the weary workman into his rented
and cheerless tenement, furnished with the
bare necessities’ of  life; see him as he sits
moodily at the fireside with his pocrly clad
and scantily fed wife and children around
him—how dreary and cheerless! But in the
midst of his hopeless despondency let the old
hope: revive, hear him talk of the oft-consid-
ered plans, by saving and scrimping year
after year (cheese-paring,if you please, even
on the bare necessities of life), to raise
means neceesary to emigrate to the free
fields of the West; and see how poverty and
wretchedness vanish and hope revives, while
visions of a blessed homestead, with its cheer-
ful fireside, an honest and manly freehold,
with green flelds and lowing herds, and,
above all, happy and hopeful children and
prosperous ard peaceful old age, give new
courage to the man and bring a gleam of
gladness to the weary heart of the careworn
wife. Who shall say how many millions
of laboring men, buoyed up by the
hope your grand public domain inspired,
have thus, through the patient savings of
years, gone westward, and as independent
and prosperous freeholders aided in develop-
ing that widespread fleld of human happiness
stretching westward from the Alleghenies,
where the public domain began; or how many
more have toiled on, inspired at least by the
blessed promises of hope? Yes, sir, far be-
yond the hopes ever realized, your public do-
main has been a source of energy, industry,
and peace. .

The blighting curse of land monopoly is
the outgrowth of your legislation of the Jast
twenty-two years; the grants began under
the new system in 1862 and terminated im
The States formed and settled within
the public domain prior to that time are and
have been from the beginning alike remark-
able for their prosperity and the diffusion of

their landed wealth; those formed
and forming wunder your legislation
of the last twenty-two years are

smitten with the deadly blight of the old
world, the curse of the middle age—iand
monopoly—the hope of labor blasted by its
overshadowing and baneful power, while
wealth stalks into the council chambers of
the Government at its own volition, and
manhood, as in the old world, stands silent
and abashed!

But gentlemen say the country permeated
by these grants is prosperous, marvelous in
its prosperity; but have they considered that
the wealth which is now being developed |
with such startling rapidity under these
grants is the wealth of the few? That these
great private fortunes not only in bonds and
stocks, but in the more precious wealth ef
land far more precious than money or bonds
or stocks to the people and to this republic
—thesv vast estates greater than have ever
before  been formed in the same period of
time in the history of mankind, belong to
monarchy but are the harbingers of woe and
death to free institutions? . Do not the gen-
tlemen know that this vast wealth which
attends the apparent prosperity of this period
is not the wealth that gives greatness and
strength to a repmblic, but the wealth that
builds palaces, undermines the foundations
of free governfment, and. wrings from. the
heart of labor the cry of despair?. With the
public lands exhausted, with the remnants of
the Indian tribes despoiled of their reserva-
tions, and the lands seized upon by capital-
ists and merciless speculators (except so far
as you have pledged them in advance to the
railroad corporations), and lands every-
where advanced in price beyond the'rcach of
laboring men, with the hope of better fortune
and of independent homes dying out of the
heart of labor, with men fully conscious of the
wrong you have done them by your legisla-
tion, can the peaceful order of gociety be
hoped for as of old? Iam notastonished that
gentlemen deem this early houran oppor-
tune moment to urge the policy of a great
navy; it will come, if it does come, in the
natural order before a. great army. Capital
is timid and full of suggestions; the navy is
the most remote, but 1 am not surprised that
here and theére comes algo the intimation that
your army is too small. These, too, may be
some of the bitter truits of your imperial
grants. I -fear that it will be seen soon
enough that when you have destroyed the
very foundations of security and hope upon
which labor has rested so long, the old-time
repose and peaceful order will ‘be no more.
Gentlemen should not forget that the wrong
that has been done to laboring men and their
children by giving over their natural inherit-
ance to an accursed monopoly will in due
time be considered by the most intelligent
body of laboring men who ever debated a
public wrong—men fully aware of their
rights and capable of asserting them.

I have been unintentionally led into this
discussion of the resuits of the land-grant
railroad policy by the assumption of gentle-
men that that policy was wise and benefloent,
and that the Government should treat with
kindly consideration the corporations which
have obtained the benefit of these grants;
but I know of no subject which so imper-
atively demands the earnest consideration of
Songress; and this House has 1 think most

wisely given this preat question of th.
public lands and forfeited grants a command-
ing position. For myself, I demand in the
name of every laboring man in America that
these corporations whose railroads were built
and equipped by your bounty shall bear pub-
Lic burdens on the basis of the benefits ycu
have o lavishly bestowed on them. These
corporations to the extent they fulfilled the
terms of the grants will hold them until our
ever-swelling population and the iabor of our
millions of laboring men in every field of hu-
man industry shall have enhanced their value.
To this extent there is no remedy for the evil
done. But common justice to the whoie peo-
ple and the highest public policy demand
that to the extent that default has been
made by the land-grant corporations the
forfeiture should be sternly declared and the
lands restored to the public domain. I in-
pulge the confident hope and belief that be-
1ore this Congress shall adjourn this House
at least will have declared the forfeiture and
restoration of over 100,000,000 acres of these
grants to the people; and with every acre of
the public land adapted to any form of agri-
culture placed under the safeguard of the
homestead law alone, all that remains of our
once great inheritance is at least secure. I

cannot doubt that the people with one voice.

will command that it shall be done.

But, Mr. Chairman, no remedy can be com-
plete. The evils done to our free institutions
by the legislation of Congress from 1862 to
1875 will survive the memory of the men who
passed the laws as well as of those who at
every step resisted their enactment. A great
monopoly of Jand admits of no remedy; it
is a crime against the human race and de-
serves the execration of mankind, No time
can palliate the wrong.

No,sir; when the time tshall come to con-
sider and write the history of. these grants
and the measures of public policy you have
gathered arouné them, when the fruits of
that legislation shall have ripened in all its
bitterness, the phMosophical historian will
pause with astonishment at this robbery of
the common inheritance of our people. How
could it happen that, after the puhlic lands
had been guarded against menopoly for near
u century with sleepless vigilance for homes
of suocessive geneérations, shoring up free
institutions by the freehold of the citizen, :J
party which in its first advent into power
was capable of enacting so wi:e a measurd
as the homestead law should go back on n}l{
the traditions of the Government and within
fifteen years after its advent into power turn
over to soulless .monopoly and heartless
speculation the grand inheritance of the
peopler Of course there has been and will
be & marvelous development of resources,
towns, and cities; but out of it all there
riges up a deadly presence in a republic—
private estates greater than any king in the
plentitude of power ever conterred on a
favorite; wealth and perpetual franchises,
arrogant and exacting, cautious and
timid, intrenched as in a citadel in
every department of your Government,
and silently controlling every avenue of
power; while in the near future—how hu-
miliating the thought!—milligns of our peo-
ple with their wives and children homeless
and miserable, who but for these imperial
estates wou!d have been independent free-
ho'ders with prosperous and happy homes
adding tothe stability and true glory of their
country, ;

The legisiation that fosters the wealth of
the few and facilitates the growth of private
fortunes out of the common wealth of the
republic is a harbinger of dishonor and de-
cay to free institutions; that which firmly
upholds the equal rights of all men to pro-
tection and justice, and leaves all else to the
enterprise and industry of the people, dif-
fuses wealth and elevates all silently and
surely as the dews of heaven fall upon and
refresh the earth. The one appeals sooner
or later to the arbiter of power for support:
the other, to the heart of the human race.
Free institutions cannot survive for a cent-
ury the theory of government in its complete
development which rendered these extraor-
dinary grants of the public lands to favored
citizens possible. The words I have more
than once quoted on this floor, uttered by
Saint Pierre, the humane philosopher of
France, as he stood on the verge of the first
great revolution of his country and beheld
with aching heart the miseries of its people,
are true: *‘Great estates destroy the spirit of
patriotism in those who have everything and
those who have nothing,”" ¢

Stories of the Roustabouts,

The steamers John J. Roe and Thoms
as E. Tutt were moored with their
g‘r’ows close together in front of Gen.

illiam T. Sherman’s headquarters at
Young’s Point during the investment of
Vicksburg. The firemen, roustabouts,
and deck hands congregated at night
on the forecastle of the Roe to rehéarse
their exploits while working upon dif-
ferent steamers pn the Western rivers.
Sitting upon the boiler deck of the Tutt
one night, the following colloquy was
heard:

“Say, Pete, did
stemah Libberpool ?

“No, sah, I nebber seed her,” said
Pete. :

“Well, sah, she war jes a little de
fasses stern-wheel boat dat ebbah run,
de ribbah* . One time we war gwine up
de Arkansaw, an’ a nudder stemah got
aftah her, an’ we poked in de wood, an’
de coal, an’ de tah, an’ de rosum, an’ a
couple ob no count lazy niggers, like
you is, an’ jis made her sizzle, De in-
guneah pulled de frottle walb wide

you ebber see de

-open an’ made dat wheel fly roun’ so

fas’ dat it jumped out of de boxes, an’

flew clar ober de harricane deck an’ lit

slap dab on de fo’cassle. Dat war de
kin’ ob a dugout she war.” .

“How did you finish de ballance ob
de trip ?” said Pete.

“Well, you see, she was undah such
powfull headway dat she made twen
miles to Little Rock, wid a bob-tail
flush, in a roun’ hour by de watch. An’
we had to sling de anchor ober to koep
her from sepotin’ pass de town. What's
you darkies laffin ‘boul. ?”

“Lookey heah, ni%gah,” said Sam; “I
spec’ dat you nebbah seed a steamboat
on stilts, did yer?” :

“No, sah; I nebbah seed one ob dat
kin" » d

“Well, sah, when I fiahed on de bully
Red Rober on de Hio zibbah, she had
stilts fastened to her sides, an when we
was cummin’to one objdem riftles, or shal-
ler places, we put on' a full head ob
steam, drapped de stilfs an’ jump her.
obah.”s :

“What, jump her obah de riffles ?”

“Yes, sah; an’ one time we forgot to
drap ’em, and she stuck her snout into
a sanbar an’ turned a fus-class summer-
set an’ nebbah ’sturbed a single ting
abode.” ;

“Don’t you call me a liah. I tole
you, it’s de reglar ole hunded troof.” —
Chicago Harald. ;

TrE CyprESs. —The Southern bald
cypress (Taxodium distichum) is a
remarkable tree in many respects. It
is 1l)ler£ect]y hardy at the North, and,
although a conifer, is not evergreen.
The branches look peculiarly dead un-
til late in the spring, not showing signs
of life until most other trees are putting
out leaves. In summer it is as beautiful
as it is odd in winter. The tree often
attains a great size and age. A section

of atrunk in the Botanic Gardens at

Cambridge shows the tree to have been
545 years old. The largest tree of the
,sfeci,eu known is in Oaxaca, Mexico,
118 feet in girth, larger than the largest
redwoods of California. Ttis only 120
feet high, however.

‘ POSTOFFICE FIGURES.

Some Curious Features of the  Postal
Service.

The report of the Sixth Auditor for the
Postoffice Department forthe fisesal year 1883
shdws that but fifteen States and two Terri-
tories supperted their postal service and

furnished revenue for the Government. The
States are Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Rhode lsland, Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela-
ware, Michigan, lllinois, Wisconsin, Iowa,
and Minnesota. One of the Territories, sin-
gularly enough, 3= Alaska. The other is
Dakota.

The following table gives the receipts, 9x-
renditures, and excess of receipts over ex-
penditures in the States and Territeries
above named+

Expendi- Exocss of

Receipts.  tures. receipts,
Maine.... . | R $630,515  $585,896 $44,618
New Hampshire.. 371,084 308,019 065
Vermont.......... 319,798 327,407 12,330
Massachusetts. .., 2,909,683 1,883,222 1,111,461
Rhode Island. ... 352,643 183,024 149,618
Connecticut...... 882,662 644,114 238,548
New Yurk.. . 8,160,559 5,952,820 2,813,720
New Jersey. .. 960,186 710,582 249,
Pennsylvania...., 4,048,738 8,061,567 987,170
Delawaie...... . 103,748 81,446 22,301
Michigan ..... .. 1,605,770 1,261,868 833,902
1llincis. .. 5.834,896 2,982,077 852,319
Wisconsin « 1,000,144 979,289 115,854
Towa.... .. 1,477,836 1,375,868 101,468
Minnesota . 875,657 870,653 5,004
Alasa......... esnsis 407 117 230
IR 50 s c'sseons 313,169 201,993 21,175
An analysis of the table shows that the six

States yielding the largest revenue are New
York, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, l1llinois,
Michigan, and Connecticut. In Ohio, & State
with a population greater than Illinois at the
last census, the receipts were only $2,900,038,
against $3.534,396 in lllinois—a difference of
nearly $1,000,000 in favor of the latter. The
expenditures in the two States were $3,330,198,
against $2,082,077. The result is that the
postal service in Ohio failed to support itself
by a deflcit ot $430,160, whercas Illinois
yielded a profit to the Government of $852,-
381v. :

It is not surprising that New York, with
its overidowing population and its diversified
industrial pursuits, should add a handsome
increase to the revenue of the Postoffice Deo-
partment; but who would expect Alaska, in-
stinctively associated in our minds with all
that is bleak, barren, uninhabitable, to fur-
nish-a surplus of receipts over expenditures?
This she did to the amount of $230—an in-
crease relatively us great as that of the Em-
pire State.

The postal service in the Southern States
has been a dend loss from the creation
of the Government. Not a dollar of
revenue has ever been received from
a Btate south of - Mason and Dixon’s
line, though the following table, covering a
period of five years, shows a gradual lessen-
ing of this deficit that leads the postotlice of-
ficials to predict that, a few years hence,
when the country shall become more thickly
settled, it will, as a section, be self-support-
ing:

Exocess of
Expendi- expendi-
Receipts. tures tures,
1879, ve000....$6,331,711 $7,964,201 $2,633,223
1880,,41 00000, 6,006,306 9,059,819 2,998,614
188 c00eevees ,836,308 10,163,463 8,327,144 ‘
3082. cianensee 7,676,826 9,792,032 2,112,706
3888 i vesns 8,842, 10,468,872

608 2.02 A\l
1t will De seen that the excess of expendi-
tures over receipts in the South reached its
highest pmut in 1881—$8,827,144. Two yeoars
later it had fallen to $2,026,268, a practical in-
crease of $1,101,000.

ON A WELL-FOUGHT FIELD,

Anniversary Observances of Grand Army
Veterans of the Battle of Shiloh,
[Bhiloh (Tenn.) Telegram.]

The steamers John Gilbert and W. F. Nos-
bit left this point on the 6th inst. for Pitts-
burg Landing, having about 400 excursion

ists on board, mostly members of the Grand
Army of the Republic from 1llinois, Indiana,
and Jowa. When the excursionists landed a
column was formed, and the party marched
to the national cemetery, where the band
played a dead march. The ‘' men -  stood
with uncovered heads, many with tears
running down their .cheeks as they
looked around and saw the melancholy
array of marble slabs which marked the
graves of dead comrades. The column then
marched to the platform erected for the
speakers at the western end of .the cemetery.
Prominent among those present were Gens,
M. R. M. Wallace, D. C. Smith, 1. L. Dickey,
Cols. J. L. Godfrey, W. 1. Shays, Maj. B.
Bingham, Capts. 8. 8. Garrett, H. R. Hinkle,
T, D. Patterson, ¥. M, Kyle, 8. L. Ensengo,
George C. Jenteries, T. J., Bryant, H. 8.
Clock, David Jones, Judson McCoy, Fred A.
Smith, Charles VanGorden, A. H. Vershey,
D. C. Andrees, W. T, Russell, and C. P, SBearle.
All theeabove-named took part in the battle
of Bhiloh as Federal officers. The Rev.
Thomas Cotton, a local preacher, explained
that the small assémblage was due
to the fact that many people had
been scared away in = consequenco
of a small-pox scare, and Capt. H,
R. Hinkle, of Savannah, Tenn., a member of
the Grand Army of the Republic, heartily
deplored that there were no representative
Tennesseans from the Confederate army vo
welcome the visitors, The Hon. T, D. Smith,
of IHinois, was the orator of the day, and de-
livered a stirring speech eulogistic of the
dead of both armies. Gen, 7. Lyle Dickey,
Judge of the Supreme Court of Illinols, fol-
lowed in an eloquent address, giving some
interesting personal experiences of the battlo
of S8hiloh. The audience had by this time
been considerably increased by country

eople, and all joinedinthe singing of several
Eymns. The entire day was spent in visiting
points of interest on the field, and at 6 o’clock
the boats left on their return trip. °

ASKING FOR LOWER POSTAGE.

Two Chicago Editors Make Arguments in
Favor of Reduced Newspaper Rates.
[Washington Dispatch.]
Joseph Medill, of the Chicago Tribune,
argued before the Senate Postofice Com-
mittee in favor of reducing the present

postage rates on newspapers., He claimed
that the law laid an oppressive tax on pub-
lishers, and those who were not making
money were compelled to borrow money to
pay the postage in advance. At the present
rato.-she postage per year on one copy of a
paper the 8ize of the New York Herald or
Chicago Tribune was from $1 to $1.60 per
year. In many caces such postage 1ates rep-
resented the entire profit of the paper. The
prees, Mr. Medill said, did not think it falr
that they should be compelled to bear the
burden of the present rate. At present ox-
press companies were doing the best of the
business, but if the rate was reduced to $1
per 100 pounds nearly all newspapers would
be carried in the mails. .He was satisfied
that anything that increased - the -circu~
lation of papers multiplied the letter postage.
He thought newspaper publishers, having
borne a heavy burden for ten years, were
entitled to some relief. The result of the re-
duction would be such an increase in the
number of papers sent as would give tho
Postoffice Department alarger revenue than
ever. Mr. Hesing, of the Chicago Staats-
Zeitung, declared that he had found it to be a
fact that the people who did not read the
papers made but little use of the maijls. If
theyprice of postage should be reduced it
would materially help small papers now
barely able to struggle along.

Drunkenness

and  Laziness on the
Jeannette.

In the Jeannette investigation at Washing-
ton, Fireman Bartlett testified that he had
frequently seen Lieuts, Danenhower and

Chipp, Engineer Melviile, and Dr. Ambler in-
toxicated on board the ship and during the
retreat. They drank a Russian drink called
“quagh.”” He saw Melville drunk probably
& balf-dozen times. The suryivors, he said,
were within six days’ journey of where De
Long and Melville were found, but remained
inactiye three months before organizing a
relief expedition to search for the missing
ones.

+ Ep STroxEs, who killed Jim Fisk, will run
the Rockaway Beach Hotel this season.

INDIANA STATE NE"S.

TrrrecANOR COUNTY expended $96,287.62 in
support of her public schools last year.

ELr CAMPBELL, & farmer living near Gen-

Aryville, hanged himself the other day.

Mgs. DURKEY, a pensioner of the war of
1812, recently drepped dead at Moore’s Hill.
She was €0 years old. .

Davip KzrLrLEr, aged 14 years, lives in
Floyd County, and weighs 231 pounds. He
works hard on a farm.

FATHER WALTERS, of Lafayette, refused to
accept for the church a purse of $50 derived
from a danoo held during Lent.

Tux Vigo County Commissioners will issue
bonds to the amount of $260,000, for the pur-
pose of paying the debt on the Court House.

SYLvESTER MEEK was shot by Hud Good-
man at Pleasantville. The victim and* his
murderer were farmers. They had a long-
standing quarrel.

THE property losses to farmers in the vicin-
ity of tho destroyed village of Cakville by
the recent destructive oyclone aggregate
about $125,000.

THE Knights of Pythias have concluded ar-
rangements for holding & tournament in Ko-
komo, on July 8 and 4. Numerous valuable
prizes will be offered.

JoBEN O'LEARY, a resident of Fairland,
stole a box of matches from a saloon, empty-
ing them into his pants pocket, where they
ignited, burning him terribly.

CHARLES McCGuUIRE, of Lafayette, when
sentenced to the penitentiary for larceny,
claimed that he was compelled by hunger to
steal, and cried like a schoolboy.

Danien E. TuLEy, a retired lumber mer
shant of "New Albany, becoming despondent
tfrom the inroads of consumption, made a
desporate attempt to kill himself with a
Tazor,

SAMUEL HEPLER is under arrest at Terre
Haute for forgery. It is alleged that he
sold machines, took a mortgage on them
and then forged notes on the people he sold
them to.

THE bee-keepors of Jefferson and adjoin-
ing counties, in convention, organized the
Association of Southern Bee-keepers. H. C.
White was elected President, and Mr. C, Firth
Secretary.

THE jury in the case of John Cott; charged
with the nfurder of Tom Ridgely, Christmas
night, at Vinocennes, returned a verdict of
two years in the penitentiary. A light ver-
diot was expected.

It transpires that Mr. Kirk, who was killed
by Berner, whose name has recently become
8o famous by reason of the mob riots at Cin®
cinnati, was reared in Benton €ounty, where
his father now resides.

‘CHIER l{'nxunnr and four men of the Terre
Haute fire department have resigned, The |
trouble_ arose from the Chief discharging a
fireman, who appealed to the board, and was

by them reinstated. '

MEB8SRS. J. B, StswAnt & Co., proprietors
of the roller process of flouring mills, of
Buda, have decided to remove the mill and
machinery to De Soto, Mo., their object bbing

to get into 8 better wheat country.

Tar 10-yearold daughter of Henry Tripp,
living near Madison, met with a terrible ao-
cldent in falling over a oliff, a distance of
forty feet, striking on a bed of rock, break-
ing her right leg in two places, also her arm,
and was injured internally,

Dora KrurLuy, aged about 28, and living
on Bear Creek, northeast of Laurel, was
found dead, with a terrible gunshot wound
in his stomach. The cause of his deathis
supposed to be the accidental discharge of
his shot-gun while climbing a fence.

Tap jury in the celebrated whisky case, in
which John Btockwell was plaintiff and the
prohibition people of Bloomingtop were the
defendants, decided that Stockwell was not
a proper person to have a license. This
case was tried two or three times before, and
was removed to Lawrence County.

JosaUuA SrarLes, late chief engineer on
the Vandalia, is construecting a switch from
a point near Greencastle Junction to some
excellent guarries filve miles from the main
track. Mr. Staples expects to have the
switch completed and to commenoce shippin
stone by the 1st of June next at the furthest.

Tag annual report of the Cleveland,
Columbus, Cine/nnati and Indianapolis (Bee
Line) Railroad has been issued. In the first
half of the year both tonnage and earnings
increased and presented figures unprece~
dented in the road’s history. Later on
freight earnings fell off becauss of the partial
failure of crops, and the general demoraliza™
tion of freight rates. The following is a
comparative statement of last year with 1882:

‘ 1883, 1882,
Gross earnings......... ....$4,842,604 $4,441,600
Operating expenses........ . 3,018,882 2,068,778
Net earniugs................. $1,524,221 41,417,822
REOM. oliisiiinaviv s rasrnnna s 121,275 |
Fixed charges............... B07,4563 496,615 .
EOC ARABR: o iiane e soadal it HOHP 6,277
Burpluf........oeenviianea.. $664,733  $253,632
Net income,........... A 939,922
Total balance in account,,,. 3,382,159 2,851,984
Bonded debt...............00 7,295,000 6,365,000
Cash on hand...... Wbaseaiss s iS00, I 206,
Additions to property....... 802,710 815,701

8aYs the Wall Street Daily News: He
was Treasurer of a county in Indiana. The
other night about 9 o’clock he made a call at
the house of an honest old farmer, who was
on his bond for $10,000, and after the first
greetings were over he began: * Mr.
fhomas, I have somewhat bad news for
you."”” *‘Great-Bcott! but are any of my re*
lashuns over in Indianapolis dea{l'!" “Idon't
know about that; but you remember thas
you siged my bond?’’ *Yes, I did.”” “Iam
sorry to inform you that 1 am $14,000 short
in my account.”” *“No!” ¢*Alas!itis true.””
*#And were did the money go to?”
Wall street.”” *“Oh! that's it. Well, I
wouldn’t worry about that. My sgon Bill wil}
‘take the lantern aud go back to town with
you, and if you'll show him Wall street he’ll
find the money 1if it takes him all night.
‘Probably lost out of a hole in your pocket;
eh?” :

Tae Terre Haute and fouthern Railroad
has been sold to a syndicate composed of Jo-
sephus ' Collett, President MocKeen, of the
Vandalia, and other Terre Haute capitalists.
It is understood that the same syndicate will
purchase the Bedford and Bloomington Road,

snd that the two purchases will be con- -

nected and consolidated, and probably ex- '
tended to a connection with the Ohio and
Mississippi Road, giving a Cincinnati outlet.
Vandalia influence will prevail in the new
management. : i

MRe. GEORGE W, BINKS, aged 80 years, lh’

oldest settler of Carroll County, is dead.

“Lostin

¥



