As homeward comes the married man
He’s met by wife at door,

With fond embrace and loving kiss,
And—*“ Baby's throat is sore!

“And did you think to stop at Brown’s

at marabout

I ordered yesterday? And, dear,
Fred's boots are all worn out!

“I'm glad you are so early, John,
80 mnch I miss you,

I've had a Jetter from mamma;
8he's coming to live here,

“How very glad you look, dear John;
I knew that you would be—

The flour's out. the butter, and
You must send home some tea.

“That plumber has been here again—
If you don't pay he'll sue;

And Mr. Prendergast called in
To say your rent was due,

“Fred's trousers are all cotton. John;
You thought they were all wool—
Oh/ that reminds me that your son

Was whipped to-day at sehool, »

“The roof has leaked and spoiled the rugs
Upon the upper hall; *

And Jane must go, the careless thing!
She let the mirror fal',

“To-day, as she was moving
(The largest one, dear John),
Of course it broke; italso broke

The lamp it fell upon,

“ What makes you look so grave, my love?
Take off your things and wipe

Your feet—and only think, to-day
Jane broke yonr meerschaum pipe,

“Oh, John! that horrid, horrid word!
You do not love me, dear;
I wish that I-——boo-hoo—were dead—
You're cross as any bear.”
Boston Transcript,

THE MORTGAGED FARM.

“Bix o'clock!” said Marion Hilyard,
looking up suddenly, as the tall, old-
fashioned clock in the corner rang out
its shrill announcement; “six o’clock,
and oh! mother, here is Jemmy Lane,
punctual to the very moment. Now
we shall have good news from Jack, I
hope.”

She ran out to the gate, flushed and
eager, to receive the letter from the
country carrier; and, returning, seated
herself on a low stool at her mother’s
feet, and broke the envelope.

On the first glance at its contents, a
shade of disappointment dimmed her
bright face.

Instead of reading the note aloud,
she glanced hurriedly over the brief
lines, and then silently, with quivering
lip, placed it in her mother’s hand and
turned aside to a window.

This is what Mrs, Hilyard read :

DEAR® MADAM : I saw your gon a few days
since, when, to my surprise, be expressed him-
self reluctant to apply his money to the redeem-
ing of the mortgage, saying that he required it
for a 5‘)euuln'tmn which promises to be more
profitable to him than the holding of the farm.
I have, therefore, been compellcﬁ to dispose of
the mortgage to a gentleman of my acquaint-
ance, who proposes to take immediate pos-
session, and consider it my duty to inform you
thereof, in order that you may lose no time in
making arrangements for removal.

Very Respoctfully,
ABNEEK HARRIS,

Mrs. Hilyard returned the letter to
its envelope with a trembling hand and
a dazed, bewildered look, as though un-
able to realize the blow which had so
suddenly fallen upon them.

Her eyes met Marion’s, and the girl
threw herself upop her knees by her
mother’s side, and burst into a passion
of tears.

“Oh, mother, mother! what shall we
do?” What will become of us?”

“‘The Lord will provide,” said
Mrs. Hilyard, raising her overflowing
eyes to the motto on the wall, em-
broidered by Marion’s own hand.
“ Where is your faith, my child, that
it should fail you in this the very hour
of need?”

“ Mother, it is not so much the loss
of our home, nor the poverty and trial
in store which grieves me, but that
Jack—your own son, my own brother

should have so changed. Oh,
mother, I know that our Father in
Heaven will not desert us, but to
whom on earth can we turn when even
Jack can become worldly and heart-
less?”

At this moment a little blue-eyed girl
bLurst into the room with:

“ Mamma—Marion! here “is Miss
‘Melia Anderson at the gate, in her
buggy. She says will you step out a '
winnte, for she wants to tell you about |
old Mr. Millard being sunstruck; and
daren’t leave her horse without
somebody to hold him.”

Marion was in no condition to listen
to Miss "Melia—the greatest gossip in
the neighborhood; so Mrs. Hilyard,
drying her eyes, was in civility com-
pelled to see the informal visitor.
Marion, her head resting upon the win-
dow-sill behind the screen of clinging
roses, could have heard every word
spoken; but, absorbed in her grief, she
paid no attention until the name of Wat
Hinton struck upon her ear.

“It’s true, for certain; for Maria had
it from his own sister, Aggie Hinton.
Says Maria, in her wild way, ‘If he
comes back with all that money’—you
know his Uncle Samuel left him most
of his property last year—says Maria,
‘if he comes back rich I mean to set my
cap for him.” On which Aggie answers,
‘ Oh, you needn’t; for he’s to be married
before long, and to a real nice, pretty
girl” Of course Maria wanted to know
all about it; but Aggie only laughed in
her mysterious way, until Maria 8AYS,
‘I believe you are joking!’ when Aggie
replies, ‘ If Walter isn’t married before
winter T'll make you a present of my
new ear-rings which he has sent me.’
So you see it's a certain sure; and no
doubt he’ll bring his bride to visit his
family, and then, tell Marion, we may
look out for a grand party. When the
Hintens undertake to do things they al-
ways do them handsomely.”

Marion stayed to hear nomere. Glid-
ing out of a side door, she crossed the
garden, passing little Myra, who was
fondling a snow-white. calf, her great
pet and treasure, and who called out to
her 30 “see how fast Snowball was grow-
ng.

Poor little sister! It would be as
hard upon her as upon her mother and
herself to leave the dear old home, with
all the scenes and objects endeared to
them by the association of their lives.
For in that ample, pleasant, old-fash-
ioned farm-house Mrs. Hilyard had been
born and married, and here her children
also had first seen the light.

Two years ago her husband—who had
been toolittle practical to make a suc-
cessful farmer—had died suddenly,
leaving his affairs in a very embarrassed
‘state, and the farm burdened with a very
heavy mortgage. Then Jack, good son
and brother that he was, had thought it
best to go to the city, taking advan-
tage of a situation offered him by a dis-
tant relative, until the mortgage should
be paid.

nly two weeks ago he had written
cléeerfu]ly, saying that the matter would
bé speedily settled to their satisfaction
and now, just as they were expecting to
hear that their home was their own again,
came this cruel letter.

As Marion had said to her mother, not
even the loss of their home went to her
hepdrt with t;o slfmrp a pang as did this
evidence of the change in he
brother. 8 i

That Jack should have grown so
worldly and heartless as to consider his
"pecuniary advantage before the gratifi-
cation of his mother’s comfort; that he
should allow them to be actually turned
opt of the dear old house, and go to re-
side in the strange city, where they

she

could never feel at home—oh, this was | hox

the bitterest pang of alll -

8o Marion had thought upon first
reading that letter; and, it was not un-
tii hearing Miss 'Melia’s words to her
mother that she awoke to the conscious-

herself justified in i ;
‘Wat was too to ize, and

Marion' too proud as well as too

to mgke advgnees looking to a reconcili-

ation, and so

both miserable, nntil Wat had broken

the last link by to the West.

She heard of
through his family, but noword or mes-
sage to herself ever came. In all this
while she had looked forward with a
faint, yearning hope to the pouibzhx
of his some time returning, and of
being made up between them.

But now this last hope was rudely
stricken to the ground. Wat was go-
ing to be married. He had forgotten
her, and was lost to her forever.

“Oh, it is hard—so hard to bear!”
thought Marion, as, with hands uncon-
sciously tightly c! , she
slowly under the apple boughs of the
old orchard. “Life is bitter. It has
taken all from me. It can have no more
to give. Only my dear, dear mother,
and Myra! For their sakes I must be
strong, and try to bear it all.”

On the verge of the orchard, where
the high bank slcped abruptly to the
meadow, she came to a mass of tangled
honeysuckle, fashioned into a rustic
arbor., Wat had made it for her, and
here, in fact, it was that they had last
parted.

Down in the meadow ran a little
pathway, leading by a short cut to Wat’s
home, a couple of milesaway. How of-
ten she had sat here or an evening and
watched for him!

She could scarcely look back upon
any object now before her eyes which
was not connected with some associa-
tion of Wat.

There was the walnut tree which he
and Jack used to climb, and there the.
clear, laughing brook in which he had
taught her to steer the little boat which
he had made for her, laden with grain,
down to Jack’s famous water-mill, at the
roots of that old willow.

Further up was the real “grist and
saw-mill,” which Jack had always been
80 desirous of owning, and which every-
body said would be such a good invest-
ment for one who could manage it
properly,

And then Marion, seated on the bench
in the rustic atbor, turned and looked
long and yearningly at the old farm-
house peeping from the great beeches
across the orchard. No other place on
earth could ever be home to her. And
her mother? Oh, it would be harder
still for her, whose whole lifé of fifty
years had been spent under that reof.

A sudden sound aroused Marion—a
sharp whistle as of some one calling to a
dog, and she saw through tear-dimmed
eyes the figure of a man hurrying along
the pathway in the meadow. She drew
back behind the screen of the honey-
suckle. :

The path led past the arbor, but at
the foot of the steep bank she would not
be discovered in her retreat. So she
thought; but a moment or two after there
was a sound of footsteps nscending the
bank, a rustle of the honeysuckle branch-
es, and Marion saw standing in the en-
trance of the arbor the figure of a tall
young man who looked almost as much
startled as herself.

For a moment they gazed at each other
—Marion pale, and the stranger with a
flush rising on his handsome face. Then
he said, as he held out his hand, “Marion,
don’t you know me?”

She gave him her hand in silence.
It was Wat. And suddenly with the
sight of him came the full bitterness of
her sorrow, in the consciousness that he
was lost to her forever. She wasnothing
to him now, and he must be nothing to
her.

“Iam glad to have so unexpectedly
found you here in this dear old spot,”
he said. “I arrived at home only an
hour ago, and could not rest until I had
seen you.”

She met his eyes, bent upon her with a
strange earnestness, and her pale cheek
faintly flushed, but she could not have
spoken a word.

* Marion,” he said, suddenly, “ have
you no welcome for me? Is it possible
that you cannot forgive me?”

“Forgive you?”

“Yes; for all my absurd jealousy, and
pride, and folly. I have never had a
happy moment since I parted from you,
Marion, and I have come back at last to
beg your forgiveness, and to beg, too,
for the love which I forfeited, but which
I cannot live without.”

“I do not understand you, Wat. I do
not know why you should speak thus to
me, when—when you are going to be
married.”

“Who told you that of me, Marion?”

“It came from Agnes, your own
sister.”

He smiled.

“Aggie knows my wishes. It was she
who encouraged me to come back. She
thought you would forgive me. Will
you, Marion, darling ?”

She had averted her face to hide her
tearful eyes, but he now took both her
hands, and, as he drew her toward him,
a great tide of unspeakable joy rushed
over her, and she could only murmur
faintly: “Oh, Wat!”

‘When they were both calmer she told
him of the heavy grief that had just
fallen upon them. | They must leave
their dear old home, which had passed
into the hands of strangers.

“Of strangers, M.aTion? Do you call

me a stranger ?”

“You, Wat ?”

He looked surprised in his turn.

“Did you not know it was I who have
purchased the dear old farm. Did you
not receive Jack’s letter ?”

“Oh, Walter, it cannot, cannot be
true!”

He took from a pocketbook a paper,
which he opened and placed before her.
It was the mortgage which *her father
had given Mr. Abner Harris.

“And the placeis really yours now?”
she said, looking up radiantly through
sudden tears.

“Not mine, but ours, darling.”

. Bhe was too happy to speak a word
in answer. X

“You see, dear,” Wat said, “Jack
and I talked it over the other day, and
we agreed, as he was so anxious to pur-
chase the mill and had not means suffi-
cient for both, that I should ‘take the
farm, and leave him at liberty to invest
in the mill property. It is the very best
thing for Jack and for his mother, as I
explained to her, if only she had re-
ceived his letter. Jack is not fitted for
afarmer, and could never have made
much of the farm, as he certainly will
do with the mill. He came up with me
in order to attend to the matter. For-
give me that I neglected to inform you,
but I left him behind in the maple-field,
talking with Aggie.”

Marion started up with a glad ery.
Coming down the opposite declivity of
the meadow was somebody, joyously
waving his hand, and in two minutes
she was sobbing in her brother’s arms—
sobbing from a fullness of joy such as
she had never in her life before known.

They hastened to the house, all three
eager to gladden the heart of the
m(}the]:.

ack sprung up to th nd touk

in 1.2 .uf-, Bmle v?'at M
who had run to meet them in frantic de-
light.

As Marion crossed the threshold, the
old clock rang out a welcome chime,

“Beven o'clock!” said the girl, softly.

'ﬁ:‘m time to time | PY

Mr. Thistlepod’s Early Spring w

Bob Burdette, of the Burlington
Hawk-Eye, paints this pretty pastoral
icture : -
It is spring, and the annual warfare
begins. Early in the m ‘the
jocund farmer hies him to the fleld,and

unts around in the dead weeds and
grass for the plow he left out there
somewhere sometime last fal. “When
he finds it, he takes it to the shop to
have it mended. When it is mended,
he goes back into the field with it. Half
way down the first furrow be lays, he
runs the plow fsirly into a big live oak
root; the handles alternately hreak a
rib on this side of him, and jab the
breath out of him on the other, and the
sturdy root, looking up out of the
ground with a pleased smile of recogni-
tion, eays cheerfully: 3 ;

“ Ah, Mr. Thistlepod, at it again,
eh?”

Fifty feet farther- on he strikes a
stone that doubles up the plow point
like a piece of lead, and, while the
amazed and breathless agriculturist
leans, a limp heap of humanity, across
the plow, the tielic of the glacial period
romarks, sleepily :

“Ah ha; sgﬁig here already? Glad
you woke me up.”

And then the granger sits down and
patiently tries to tie on that plow point
with a hickory withe, and while he pur-
sues this fruitless task the friendly crow
swoops down near enough to ask:

“Goin’ to put this twenty in corn,
this year, Mr. Thistlepod ?”

And, before he has time to answer ?he
sable bird, a tiny grasshopper, wriggling
ont of a clod so full of eggs that they
can’t b3 counted, shouts briskly:

“Here we are again, Mr. Thistlepod;
dinner for 500,000,000,0000!”.

And then a slow-moving, but very
positive, potato bug crawls out into the
sunlight to see if the frost has faded his
stripes, and says: \

“The old-fashioned peachblow pota-
toes are the best for a sure crop, but
the early rose should be planted for the

Lﬁrst market.”

Then several new kinds of bugs who
haven’t made any record yet, climb over
the fence, and come up to inquire
about the staple crops of the neighbor-
hood, and, before he can get through
with them, Prof. Tice sends him a
circular stating that there won’t be a
drop of rain from the middle of May till
the last of October. This almost stuns
him, but he is beginning to feel a little
resigned when a dispatch is received
from the Department of Agriculture at
Washington, saying that all indications
point toa summer of unprecedented,
almost incessant and long continued
rains and floods, and advising him to
plant no root crops at all. While he is
trying to find words to express his
emotion, a neighbor drops in to tell
him .that -all the peach trees in
the country are winter-killed, and
that the hog cholera is raging fiercely in
the northern part of the township.
Then his wife comes ont to tell him the
dog has fallen into the well, and when
the poor man gets to the door-yard his
children with much shouting and ex-
citement meet him and tell him there
are a couple of cats, of the pole denom-
ination, in the spring-house, and an-
other under the barn. With tears and
groans he returns to the field, but by
that time it has begun to snow so hard
he can’t see the horses when he stands
at the plow. He is discouraged and
starts for the house with his team, when
he meets a man who bounees him for
using a three-horse clevis he made him-
self, and wrings ten reluctant dollars
out of him for it. When he reaches
the house the drive-well man is waiting
for him, and while he is settling with
him a clock-peddler comes in, and a
lightning-rod man, screened by the
storm, climbs up on the $10 smoke-
house and fastens $65 worth of light-
ning-rods on it, and before the poor
farmer can get his gun half loaded the
bailiff comes in to tell him that he has
been drawn on the jury. -

The Folly of Virtue.

A very good and pious-looking young
man applied for a position in a well-
known store last week. After he had
introduced himself and made known his
wants, the proprietor informed him that
he would like to have a clerk if he
could get one that would suit him.

“I suppose you go to church, eh?” he
commenced.

“Yes, sir.”

“Do you drink?” continued the mer-
chant, eyeing him sharply.

“Never!”

“Do you use tobacco in any form ?”

Here the young man pushed the quid
into the roof of his mouth, and replied,
with a smile that was childlike and
bland, “I never use the weed, and never
did. I consider it the lowest and most
shocking habit that a man can be ad-
dicted to.”

“Do you frequent the policy shops ?”

“No, sir; never.”

“Do you go to the National Theater,
dog fights, or boxing exhibitions?”

“Never was at any in my life,” was the
emphatic answer. ]

“Can you tell the ace of diamonds
from the king of clubs?” .

“I know nothing whatever of cards.”

“Do you ever bet?”

“No, sir, I don’t!”

“Buppose,” said the merchant, “a man
should offer to bet $1,000 to $10 that a
three-legged goat could outrun a grey-
hound, would you take him ?”

“No, sir!”

“Then you won’t do for this estab-
lishment; we don’t want you—we never
hire fools!”

That youth won’t be so good next
time.

Just Before Dawn.

“Ah! Heaven does indeed temper the
wind to the shorn lamb,” pathetically
said old Mrs. Diffendorfer the other
evening at a tea fight, after putting
away her twenty-eighth cup of Young
Hyson. “Why, what do you mean?”
“You know that young widow, Mrs.
Biffen, who lives across the street from
us? Well, she has had nothing but sor-
10w, trouble and distress for the past
five years.. First her father was killed
by a burglar; then her mother married
a nigger-minstrel; after that she had
the yellow feverand small-pox together;
and next her husband failed, and she
had to take in washing. It was per-
fectly dreadful. The poor woman
nearly went crazy. She was just be-
ginning to bear up a little again, when
her brother was sent up to the peni-
tentiary for life; and, finally, last
month her husband died in a fit, and
the very next day her baby choked to
death on a gum-drop.” “Gracious! the

r thing!” “Wasn’t it just terrible?
verybody believed she’d commit sui-
cide then; and she would have done so,
too, but last week somebody providen-
tially coaxed her to go to a chnrch-raffle
—and what do you all suppose
pened?” % t, for heaven’s sake,
what? * “Why, she won a seal-skin
me!” “You don’tmean it?” “She
did, though—perfectly splendid—came
within an inch of the floor. The dark-
est hour is just before dawn—after all.
Now, isn’t 1t?”-~San Francisco Post.
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UIT brood.mf over your troubles,
mi?fortnnec and logses. A brave man,
with a soul in him worth any , gets
out of such pitiful ruts hs at
discouragements—rolls up his sleeves,
whistles and sings, and makes the best
of life. This earth is not paradise—you
are only on the road there, if you take
the right direction.—Iowa State Reg-
ister.

PourtrY will pick up lime, ete., in
order to form the shells of their eggs;
they will eat feathers to obtain a supply
of albumen to furnish pl and
grayel to assist in grinding their" food.
When we shut up animals in their pens
or stalls, we ought to furnish them with
the gsubstances - which their instinet
points out as necessary to their health
and vigor.

_ TaE Journal of Forestry gives the
{¥ollowing description of a pear tree stilt
productive near the village of Eardis-
ton, Englard, with no evidence of de-
cay: Height, 56 feet; gxrth of stem at
ground level, 14 feet; girth at 5 feet up,
12 feet; height of stem to first large
branch, 11 feet; diameter of spread of
branches, 62 feet, giving a eircumfer-
ence of head of branches of about 182
feet.

A CORRESPONDENT of an exchange has
tried soaking seed corn in a solution of
chloride of lime with satisfactory results.
He says of it: “By soaking seed corn
seven hours in a very strong decoction
of chloride of lime, corn can be forced
ahead to maturity two or three weeks
sooner than it will mature otherwise;
besides he thinks it renders the seeds
almost proof against the depredations
of gophers. The lime warms up the
germ of the seed and sends it up quick-
ly, giving it two or three weeks the
start of corn planted in the ordinary
way, thereby insuring against the frost
at the close of the season.”

A corrRESPONDENT of Colman’s Rural
World, writing from Mountain Home,
Ark., gives the following remedy for
black-leg in cattle : “I have cured several
of my own, %nd also some of my neigh-
bors’. I lost five or six head before I
could find a remedy for them. I will
not describe the disease, for all stock
men know how it affects cattle. By
keeping a close watch I can tell very
near as soon as they are taken,and then
I give them three or four teaspoonfuls
of soda, from one-half to one pint of
sweet milk and from one-half to one
pint of molasses; all put into a bottle
and drench them; also, bathe spine and
leg with spirits of turpentine. I do
this when they are first taken. This
remedy will cure if givem in time; but
will not if they have been sick for some
four or five hours. About three drench-
ings and one bathing of spine and legs
will be enough for one day.”

VERY many farmers, and many other-
wise good dairymen, seem to think that
they may save money by turning their
cows upon the pastures on the first ap-
pearance of grass, and that thereafterall
the feed given at home is thrown away.
There is nothing more fallacious. If you
have plenty of pasture, and it will not
poach under foot, give the stock a chance
at it by all means, but do not fail to give
the usual feed night and morning so long
as they will eat. -The young grass will
tend to clear the system of humor, and
act as an alternate to other food given.
It will also quickly improve the color
and flavor of butter. If pastare is not
plenty, ‘}t is far better to keep them in
the yards until the grass grows to a fair
bite. It is the worst posgible policy to
try and save hay and grain in the spring
between fodder and grass. Such stock
will show this false economy all through
the season.—Prairie Farmer.

HOUSEHOLD ECONOMY.

PAaNTED PArLs.—Avoid using pails
that have been painted on the inside;
they are dangerous. Water that has
stood in such a vessel for a few hours is
capable of poisoning all who partake
of it.

Birp Crges.—It is not safe to keep
birds in painted wire cages, espécially
in warm weather. The paint softens in
the heated atmosphere, and the birds
are apt to nibble it, and to become poi-
soned thereby. Unpainted brass cages
are the best for keeping birds.

House PraNts.—Mix a few table-
spoonfuls of charcoal with the earth in
your flower-pots, and you will be sur-
prised at the invigorating efféet upon
the choice and delicate plants. The
color of the flowers is greatly increased
in richness by the use of charcoal.

To PrEVENT RusT.—To .preserve
bright grates or fire-irons from rust,
make a strong paste of fresh lime and
water, and; with a fine brush, smear it
as thickly as possible over all the pol-
ished surface requiring preservation.
By this simple means all the grates and
fire-irons in an empty house may be
kept for months free from harm with-
out further care or attention.

Sunny Rooms.—Light is one of the
most active agencies in enlivening and
beautifying home. We all know the
value of sunlight as a health-giving
agent to the physical constitution, and
it is not less so to our moral and spirit-
ual nature. Take the airiest, choicest
and sunniest room in the house for the
living room. Dark rooms bring de-
pression of spirits and chill the ener-
gies, but a light room is good cheer.

PERSONAL CLEANLINESS.—We may as
certainly gauge the mortality of a
country by the condition of the women
and children, by the beauty or disorder
of the homes, and the respeet or dis-
dain for personal cleanliness and adorn-
ment, as we may learn by the existence
of railroads, or the frequency of tele-
graphs, where a country stands in rela-
tion to advanced civilization.

SUeGESTIONS ABOUT SEWING.—Here
are a few that may be useful to young
seamstresses: Should you have a rent
in a dress to repair use ravelings of the
same material ; th&y are easily to be ob-
tained from the top of the skirt, if you
have no pieces; but generally some are
left by the dressmaker, and should be
kept for such accidents. In making a
shirt, the sleeves should be put in be-
fore the collaris put on. The space
into which the sleeves is gathered at the
arm hole should  be exactly the same as
the length of the waist-band round.
The length of the shoulder is some-
times one-eighth yard and sometimes
one-eighth and & nail, as may best fit the
wearer. Your pattern willguide you to
tfhis,aa also with regard to your shirt-

ron ¢

Button holes require great skill in
making. Bars of thread should be first
T neatly over-
cast, just the depth of ‘the edge. They
should be neatly overcast about three
or four threads deep, broad work in
them looking very coarse. and clumsy.
In working button holes, take care to
throw the thread forward before catch-
ing up the loop on the needle. Gather
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very fine rose, or, in the case of but few |

few hours on a fixed .(::{, weekly,
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i may be wan ey
Metmthof this wise old adage,
“A stitch in time saves nine,” and will
make their linen last as long again as it
would otherwise do.

In washing new embroidery, after it
is cut out, gonr boiling water mpon it,
let it stand from twenty minutes to
half an hour, rub lightly with the hands,
dry, and press on the wrong side. This
takes out the stiffening so that the ma-
chine doeg not cut it.

To remove grease which has come off
the sewing-machine from new fabrigs,
before washing them rub the spots
thoroughly with hard soap, dip in cold
water and rub again. If not removed,
apply more soap and repeat the opera-,
tion.

COMMUNITIES AND COLONIES.

Scattered through thirteen Btates,
branches of eight main bodies, are sev-
enty-two communities, whose central
idea is that of holding all things in com-
mon. They numbersome 5,000 persons,
owning, perhaps, 180,000 acres of land
and $12,000,000 of property. The Icari-
ans are French; the Shakers and Per-
fectionists are Americans, although the
former were organized by an English-
woman; the remainder are German.
The Eben-Ezers of Aurora call them-
themselves “Inspirationists,” their pres-
ent leader—a woman—claiming tospeak
by divine inspiration, and this claim
runs back over a century with them in
Germany, before they became communal.
The Separatists came from Wurtem-
berg, under stress of persecution on ac-
count of their religious views. The
Shakers, who are the oldest and most
numerous of all the groups, were
organized by an Englishwoman named
Ann Lee, who, while in ‘prison for her
religious  manifestations in 1770,
claimed to have had a special revela-
tion from God, and was directed to
come to America. She arrived in New
York, with eight others,in 1774, and
lived in the woods until 1780, when
some unusually affected subjects of a
revival in the neighborhood happened
to wander to her. Her professions of
supernatuial, and even miraculous, pow-
ers were kept up, and she is still called
“Mother Ann” by the Shakers, and ven-
erated by them-as a sort of patron saint.
The Shakers and the Rappists or Har-
monists are celibates, and it is an ex-
traordinary fact that the latter, after
several years of communal life, and
while many of them were living in the
marriage relation, deliberately aban-
doned it, a few who were unwilling to
do so withdrawing. The Perfectionists
at Oneida, in New York, and Walling-
ford, Ct., have what they call a com-
plex marriage state, every woman being
considered as married to every man.
They say that there is “no intrinsic
difference between property in person
and property in things,” hence their
communion extends to themselves as
well as to what they have acquired, and
the relationship between thesexes is as
free as consent can make it, except that
any disposition to a permanent associ-
ation between the same two persons is
repressed as being a manifestation of
“gelfishness.”

The Communists unite provision for
the wants of this life with peculiar re-
ligious notions which might be called
fanatical but that they are entirely free
from a spirit of intolerance. Some are
Spiritualists in the ordinary sense of
that word; some look very soon for the
second coming of Christ and the end of
all things, while others believe the sec-
ond coming already past; they believe
in a special nearness of God to them-
selves; they have their own hymns, lit-
erature and observance, and seem to be
moved by a desire to separate themselves
from the world. The Perfectionists
profess to aim at complete siniessness,
and some individuals among them even
claim to have attained it. All the Com-
munists are good citizens. They break
no laws; they add nothing to the public
charge on account of pauperism and
vice; they are all non-combatants, and
do not even attempt among themselves
anything beyond moral suasion, but al-
low those to withdraw who become in-
subordinate. They have neither defal-
cations nor breaches of trust, and their
honesty in all commercial dealings is as
proverbial as their shrewdness. The
morality of their life is unimpeachable.
This must be admitted of even the
Oneida body, with the exception of their
peculiar institution, which is worse than
the Mormon practice in its demoralizing
influence, and justifies the present agi-
tation against them in the central part
of that State. .

The Oneida people are manufacturers
mainly, agriculturists incidentally; the
rest are agriculturists mainly. All hawve
shown an extraordinary aptitude for in-
vention and for economizing labor.
The Shakers, who are particularly well-
known by reason of their numbers and
their many colonies, have a large vari-
ety of trades, and the work of all com-
munistic societies has an established
reputation for both uniform excellence
of quality and honesty of quantity.
The Icarians,in Iowa, were led by a
Frenchman, who spent sixtéen years in
trying to realize a pretty dream of what
he could do in founding a society if he
had half a million of money; so his fol-
lowers began with 4,000 acres of land
and $20,000 of debt. To escape from
the latter they finally surrendered the
former, and, after hard work and bitter
economy, were able to redeem 1,936
acres of it; they are now independent
but reduced in numbers. The Bishop
Hill colony, in Illinois, once having 800
members and some $800,000 of property,
was broken up by inefficient leadership
and the trouble of debt, and their town
is falling into decay. But the societies
generally have rigidly adhered to the
rule of having no debts and getting
property only as they earn it. None of
the communes are rich in the ordinary
sense of the word, and they do not
try to be.

Luek.

James Peacock, a law student in Pat-
erson, N. J., married a servant-girl
named Margaret Donnelly, a year ago,
and persuaded her to keep the matter
secret, as it would interfere with his
studies and displease his parents if it
were known. The clandestine affair
came to light this afternoon, when the
young wife, fearing he meant to desert
her, had him ‘arrested. Peacock said
he was anxious to acknowledge his wife
before the world, and was only prevent-
ed glom l§01nhgm to honseke:oiping imme-

iate] i verty. It ha ed
%ogai%nb‘ughpothu:?m thonpfe:le-
gram was brought into the. conrt-room
for Peacock announcing that a Iotte
ticket which he held had drawn $15m
The couple left the room with blooming

faces.—New York Sun.
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gremoves from the blood thoss inflammatory
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A Word to the Corpulent.

Instead of regarding obesity as an abnormal
condition, many people have erroneously con-
sidered it as an evidence of healith, and any
agent that reduces fat is therefore at once sus-

ted of being injurious. Starting to reason
rom the falso position that fat is an evidence
of health, it is not surprising that they shoul
very naturally, fall into the error of supposing
that an agent possessing properties capable of
reducing corpulency would ve injurious to
the health Reasouing, however, from the ra-
tional basfs, that an undue deposition of fat,
constituting obesity, is not a healthy but a mor-
bid conditi-n, it is quite as natural for us to ar-
rive at the opposite conclusion, which is sus-
tained by experience and observation, i e., that
the reduction of fat in cases of corpulency is
invariably. followed by an improvement in
strength, spirits and physical comforts. Al-
lan’s Anti-Fat will reduce a fat person from two
to five pounds a week. 1d by

IT is astonishing with what rapidity ulcerous
sores and eruptive maladies are cured by
HENRY'S CARBOLIC SALVE, an external antidote
to unhealthy conditions of the skin which is
preferred by physicians to every other prepara-
tion containing the carbolic element. It is un-
doubtedly the finest antiseptic and -purifier ex-
tant. Itacts like a charm on purulent erup-
tiops and-has also been' successfully used for
rbeumatism and sore throat. All Druggists
sell it.

Prices of the Mason & Hamlin Organs are
somewhat more than those of the poorest or-
gans made; but they are pot much more, while
the quality is vastly superior. This has been
8o thoroughly proved by the results at all gre it
world’s expositions for many years that it is no
longer a question. At the prices, they are the
cheapest organs offered.

CoucHs and Cclds are often overlooked.
A continuance for any length ‘of time causes
irritation of the Lungs or some chronic Throat
Disecase. “Lirown’s Lronchial Troches” are an
effectual Couvsu REMEDY. 25 cis.
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Soldiers—Pensioners!

We publish an oi(ht-plge paper—"“ THE NATIONAL
TRIBUNE ""—d d to_ the of Pensi
Soldiers and Sailors, and their heirs; also contains in-
teresting hmll{ reul{nx.

vice, Fifty Cents nyur-—srchl inducements to clubs.
A proper blank to colleo amount due under new
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ro&ular subseribers only, and such clal in Pension
Office without charge. January nunber as specimen
LEMON & CO.,
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PURE COD LIVER
OIL AND LIME,,

To the Consumptive.—Wilbor’s Compound
OF Cop L1VER OIL AND LiME, witbout ng the
flavor of the article as heretofore used, is
endowed by the Phosphate of Lime with a healing
e xle tastiomoniala-af e sticacy’ shown. Sold by
markable monials efficacy s 5
ton, and all druggists.
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R~ Knights Templar Uniforms a Specialty.
Military, Society, and Firemen’s Goods.
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“Rise and Fall of the Moustache.”
By the Burtington Hawkeye humorist.

Samantha aos’“a ,;: A. and P. [.
By Josiah A '8 wife.
e T W
! eve!
,Tsl:mA?i‘(‘!mu'::r Agenc; AMY&OAN PUBLISH-
NG CO., Hartford, Ct. ; Chicago, Hl. -
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The Best Music Books

! By L. 0. EMER-
THE GHURG" 0FFEHINB| SON ($1.38, or
$12 per dozen), has the best arrpnged and largest
collection of Music for F.‘pl-col:m Cholrs ever
published. 6 Venites, 19 Gloria Patcis, 28 Glorias,
&c., &c., all in Anthem form, besides a ngxo 'u‘r(g't{
of Chants, and Anthenrs for Christmas, EASTE 4
and other Festivals Although Emramd expressly
for the Episcopnl Service, the large number of
fine Anthems renders it one of the best Anthem
bcoks for all Cholis.

Easter Music! Easter Carols!
Easter Anthems!

Send for Lists.

CANTATAS FOR SCHOOILS AND SEMI-
NARIES. Among many ones may be men-
tioned Mnaude Xrving (75 cents),
Charity (60 cents), Guardinn An
Coronantion (60 cents), Culprit
Fairy Bridal (50 cents).

Y.ernon tm
el (50 cents),.
ay (81), and

The present number of the WEEKLY MUSICAL RECORD
al:)full of Easter Muslc. Send 6 cents for it.

RICHARDSON’S NEW METHOD FOR
THE PIANOFORTE (£325) is the most pop-
ular ever issued, as slroved positively by the aof
hundreds of thowsands of copies, Examine it.

Any Book Malled for Retail Price.

OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston.
C. H.Ditson & Co., J. E. Ditson & Co.,
843 Broadway,N. Y. 922 Chestout St., Phila,

LAWKENCE & TAYLOR,
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In the inquiry—Which is the
best Liniment for Man and
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MEXICAN lif)Sl‘ANG LINI-
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ter. It ‘¢goes to the root” of
the trouble, and never fails to

cure in double quick time,
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