The emal wmhr acmu i
{sthmis sees very little “of 'the Wﬂ’k t
being done, and it 18 always &m«mxt
to convey an adequate idél of
gantic proportions of the undért d
put the following Sgures ‘may’‘bring|or to the mess 1
home to the reader some sizniﬂcmée m
of it.
The length of the canal from ocean
to ocean will be about fifty ‘miles. . The
average bottom width will be 649 feet.
The minimum depth will be torty-one
feet.
The canal takes & southeastern
course, starting from Colon on the At~
lantic side of the Isthmus, and ending i e,
at Panama or (Balboa)- on the Paclﬂc In order muto ﬁm ‘canal
or southern side, l‘t people thlnk place whora m and thdr
the canal runs east and west-, but such ¢
i8 not the case.
The country through which ‘the ca-
nal is being built'is very broken, and
there is gocarcely a level spot to be the memment has m*hich .
found on the zone. memlduottbaﬂtnmlof,ﬂﬁ
The Gatun dam and locks it be|canal zone at the present time.
the hrgestinthe world. ‘Some of the Has built towns along the o2
proportions are:” Length, 7,200 féet; | which. are from ome to three “miles wématv
greatest Width 1900 teot the height japart,
of ‘crest of dam above wea level is| Built a sewer system in each md ﬂlﬂ
115 feet, width of crest, 100 feet;|every town. = « the mmm 3 ‘the
maximum widhh at bottom, 2,100 feet.
The area of Gatun lake, which will permits every hown to have electrlc
be formed by this dum, will be 167 light and power.
square miles. Has a good water system and every mos ything us
Where are now' forests, some small{house has water and bath. * Y zone imllt be’transported across
towns, and the old track of the Pana-| ‘ Paid fire department in each and hlsh ae"h m& of Mm 0!‘
ma railroad will be submerged be- every town. A :
neath this lake. : Meh'opolitan police syatem i!hrough— .
The total amount of concrete to be|out the entire zone and order is strict- W but
used in'the construction of the locks |ly: enforced. ;
will be 2,096,000 cubic. yards. The
side. walls of lock chambers will be
‘50 feet wide at the bottom and elght
feet at the top.
Besides the Gatun am and locks,
1dams and locks of almost as gigmtfc
‘proportions are being constructed at}
. Pedro lﬂg‘uel and Mirafiores. (7
The official estimate for the eon-{ H ~houses,
gtruction of the canal is $375,000,000,| which are classed as bauﬁelor or mnx«- be epened
but it is thought that it will even-|: : vuch wm «ulibe
",;tnhll}" cost close upon $500,000,000.
} AlookintotheGatundamorinﬁo
"Culebra cut and the mind is baffled orhdiumdmmﬁy.,um . Thie ‘Mode
 In its ‘attempts to adequately desoribe{houses with veranda " all. around, uiqry the
in progress. The. Alm which 1z sereensd im, ‘are-all
tunnels, the subways of New Yorkled with  bed, springs; ttresges, [OVe
and all other modern’ engineering r, commode, and all have ‘lec-{ We
feats offer no parailel, nor any com-|iris’lights and ‘bath. : qua.
‘parison in the matter of magnitude{ Married quarters are bo
; and modern engineeéring skill. * |twostory houses to a
‘ Gngngs of steam -and electric drillq from * one to four families and ;
follow ‘along wide swaths, -boring|furnished complete, including ice bou:’
‘holes of twenty to fifty feet deep into]and water cooler. Coal; kmdungg ‘own ﬁe; V
which' go tons of dynamite to be elec-|light and sterilized water is tmlghed cﬁﬂd
‘trically touched off each day at i1 or free of charge.
five in the afternoon. The roar is tre-

forth eoncussions 80 powerful even| Maintains a prim and thé pri
tar Wistant from the blasting that one|ers are worked on e mnblfc high
‘not accustomend to them feels most | ways. .
lenaibly the heavy earth shocks.
Then follows upon this debris ofedch town. ; 1
earth and stones the. steam shovels,| TU. S. money orders can be bouzht de
which, scooping at the rate of a thou-}at . 8. rates. ; .
sand tons a day, for each shovel digs
" out a new depth twenty feet wide and{and towns.
' deen, loading one of thé many trains of| American news stands; whera U S.
- from pighteen to thirty-six cars which|papers and magazines are ﬁmﬂuhgd
‘earry their tons away to the LaBocalat double U. 8. prices. ]
« Bea wall or to the Gatun dam. Has built and maintains magnifi-
Between the locks of the canal will}cent Y. M. C. A’s in each town which
be the great lake filled mainly from]are modern in every respect. ; :
the Chagres river, whose surface willl Has bullt ‘and  maintains ‘about]
be eighty-five feet above sea level twenty mess houses for white ‘em-,
“To transport all the material used playees, where good table board 19
in the construction of the eanal, and |furnished at 30c per meal,
to carry away the earth and rock that Establlshed U. 8. courts.
is being excavated from the cuts thel Has a large ice plant that furnishes
government has and maintains about|ice (made from sterilized water) for
i 160 railway locomotives and hundreds | the entire canil zone.
of dump carg, and it takes thousands| Maintains its own bakeries and ice
oL men to operate and keep these In|cream plants.
Papdr. ' Has cold storage houses, whoeh are;
Railway tracks are laid all through|filled with the best meats, vegetables,
the canal, and have to be shifted con-|creamery butter, and all kinds of eat-
tinuously as the work progresses.|ables that can be procured. in the
Telephone and electric lines have to|states.
be maintained throughout the length - Has waxed a war on all kinds of ai-
of the canal, %o operate the trains by, |seases until the once-dreaded yellow
and to fire the electric blasts with. fever is entirely stamped out and the
Monstrous electric cranes and tow-|death rate is lower here today than
. et@ are used in conveying the con-|in many cities in the U, 8. A.
grete:for the locks and dams, and in} And above all “The Grand Old Rag”
ﬂtﬂent places  suspension bridges|floats on the breeze of the country
the canal, some of them being|that Alonzo de Ojeda discovered in
100 feet above the present level or{1499, Mrs, C. G
Most people have entirely the}of Rev. €
wrong opinion. of the isthmus so far]of the l(
8 climate and health conditions are|city, atated
concerned at the present timge. The oY
time was when the eanal zone was
considered a veritable pest hole, but
all these improvements, combined “H
with what is now being done, have|ally helpless,

ges the diffictlties become greater| Ty . o Pouse 0 such an extent | his good

"ﬂt Rifl' keeps sliding in, and at at modern medical skill has con-
fonsvupon tons of earth and|i'Td

¢ come uliding down in the cut. There are two seasons on the isth.
ry foot of the canal 'is being|mus, known as the wet and dry. The
M and all the mhep that|dry season begins about the first. of
Iy be used to advantage are|January and last until Mdy or Jume,
\pit'it takes years to make|and then the rainy season beging and
‘showing on  Culebra -cut,]it rains a little more each month until

Go‘lﬂ 'hﬂl, commonly called the Cule-

! his ‘hill hag been the stumbling
u@oa for both the French and U. 8.
ts and as the work pro-
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