. "ter to Harvey Brodbeck, lot 9, Rivarre
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Claus have been written from (this
county, and a stack ‘fhem hm
enough to frighten the kind oiq gen-
tleman we Tear, quite badly, has beeq
received @t this office. We regret
that we have been unable to publich
them on account of the lack of space,
and we assure our little friends that
they bave been duly forwarded to Toy-
iand where they receive due attention
no doubt from the old gift man. These
letters are interesting. Some want
many things, others will be satisfieq
with just most anything, a few wonlq
would rather. that brother or sister
was taken cure of and all are writte
in a childish way that makes them
good to read. The following from one
modest little fellow is a sample of
what the average youth wants nowa-
days:

g Monroe, Ind., Dec. 18, 1908,

Dear Santa Claus—Pleas send me a
jittle drum 2nd a wheelbarrow ang
a sled and a Mttle tin horn to blow
and 2 shetland pony and a litile
cart and & long buggy whip ang a
otomobil with men ridin on it one
that can go lke sixty if you can't
bring these bring me a pair of skates
and a fiddle a lots of peanuts and
candy and oranges would like to have
some building blocks and a revolver
to kill indians and bears and a little
lantern and a baloon and a fiddle and
bango and & plain and hatchet and
saw to build a big house with please
send these dear Santa Klaus as 1
am a good boy and mind my pa.

Good by Santa,
George A. Myers,

Monroe, Ind., R. R. 1, Box 38.

The case of Daniel Straub et al vs.
Chicago & Erie Ry. Co., damages
$1,500 has been sent to the superior
court, Fort Wayne, for trial, change
of venue belng granted on motion by
defendant. i :

—

Fort Wayne & Springfield Ry. Co.
vs Andrew Miller et al, injunction, bill
of exceptions No. 1 filled by plaintiff,
signed, dated and made a part of the

5

——

Real estate transfers: Henry Col-

$35; B. F. Brown to J. M. Hoagland,
20 acres, Washington township, $2,-
400; Decatur Cemetery Ass'm lot 458
to A. B. Wolfe, $35; Rosa L. Watts
et al to Winnie Marhenke, tract in
Root township $200; Maggie Vesey to
Mary E. Rickard lot 16, Monroe, $305.

Arthur Ford, an oi} pumper and Ce-
cil Shoemaker, both from Geneva,were
married at the clerk’s office Saturday
evening. Squire J. H. Stone officiated.
The groo is twenty-two and the bride
seventeen years old.

The S nited Brethren Sunday school
was Te-orgs Sundgy morning
for the year 1909 and the following
officers were chosen to guide the des-
tiny of the religious institution during
the coming year: Superintendent, J.
J. Foughty; assistant, Mrs. Etta Ball;
secretary, Homer Knodle; assistant,
Jesse Hurst; treasurer, John Hill; or-
iganist, Gala Nelson; assistant, Flos-
sie York; chorister, Effie York; assis-
tast, Mrs. Philip Meihls. In the
above mentioned an able corps of of-
ficers has been chosen and the Sun-
day school will continue on its pros-
perous ecareer.

The United Brethren Sunday school
will render a very interesting Christ-
mas™ cantata next Friday night, en-
titiled, The Star of Blessing, which
portnn‘q ‘beautifully the attendant
glories of the birth ef Christ. A large
number of the young aud older peo-
ple will participate in the program
which will without a doubt appeal to
all who are forturate in being in
attendance. The cantata consists of
) numbers. The
Sunday school s
“successful year ever
. which every member

: r in ndance and
‘has heen at high tension
throughout the year. Am adult Bible
tlass will be organized on the first

nstahl and Samuel

fving east of this
of Adams county,
for New Madrid
. where they will
ing and Jacob Klop-
ing clear up their tract
. - The two gentlemen
colony of about eight
rk for them.—Bluff-

| The suit grew out ©
- loccurre din Ohio, it

the legislature oy the
sued by State Chairmay
A

idates wit
torneys yestergay afternoon at Depg.
cratic state headquarters, Th,
cision of Burt New f No f *
the Democratic o) North Vernop,
= Candidate for ey

porter of the Supreme A
o contest the eleeti A
lican ODppo: il oy
nent, George W. Seir
Corydom, will not affect the other 5
didates) it wag said. :I'he .
Y?sterday was called for the
:). making plans for
S il i ey
et ccmpm‘e ind the candidateg
g 1. The meeting wag
ed by James B. Cox of Col
bus, the Democratic candidate for ::n-
:‘:tary of state; Marion Bailey ()f 112
. 4 Henry Seyfrieq

attorne)s for the contestors, anq State
Chairman Jackson. BoBth Mr. (‘nx‘ ang
Mr. Bailey sald they haq no im«m%on
of abandoning the contests, for hoth
believed they were elected. Attorpey
Seyfried is assisting in the f)parin-z
of the contest fileg by Edward Simop
against his Opponent, Edward Wickey
who was elected to the 1egis1atn§;
in Lake county. Tt is

) upon the gal-
leged frauds in Lake county prinei-
pally that the Demoeratie candidates
base’ their hopes.. The situation in
Lake county, as it {s beiftg disclosed
at the hearing now being held at
Crown Point,was reviewed by Attorney
Seyfried yesterday. The candidateé
also went over the figures compiled
by the accountants who have heen
in the employ of the Demoeratic state
committee since the efection. While
the Democrats are not giving out any
of their figures, they say that th;e
figures show conclusively that Cox
Bailey and Walter Lotz, candidate for
attorney general, were elected, as
well as P. J. Kelleher, the candidate
for state statistician. The Republican
candidates are also preparing for the
contests, and they say that where
the Democratic candidates are mak-
ing gains, they are gaining alsh, ae-
cording to the figures as they find
them, and they will resist any con-
tests that are filed. " The contests, ac-
cording to State Chairman Jackson,
will be filed within twenty days after
the legislature”convenes. Investiga-
tion by a joint committee of seven
from the house of representatives and
seven from the senate. The house, it
Is taken for granted will elect seven
Democrats and the senate will elect
seven Republicans. The Democrats,
it is understood, will endeavor to have
representation on the senate com-
mittee,
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Washington, Deec. , 21.—Cabinet
builders at the national capital, and
those who have moved to Georgia as
a part of the entourage of President-
elect Taft, are succeeding in placing
on the anxious bench public men in
all sections of the country who have
been looked upon as aspirants for
portfolios, or whose qualifications
have been urged by admiring friends.
For example, Charles Nagel of Mis-
souri, has suddenly loomed up as
strong cabinet timber, his name being
discussed in connection with the sec-
retaryship of the department of com-
merce and labor. It is known that
at one time Judge Taft thought very
strongly of naming Nagel as attorney
general, but that later he considered
Wickersham more adaptable to the
purposes of that department. He has
said, however, that he would like an
able lawyer to head the department
of commerce and labor.

Washington, Dec. 21.—The indica-
tions are that the 2,500 clerks to be
employed in laking the
chosen under the spoil
gressman Crumpacker has assuranc
from the senate that that feature of
the census will not be disturbed, but
will pass the senate and go to the
president precisely as it passed t.he
house. That this is a correct surmise
is indicated by the action of If‘le sen-
ate committee on census v:"hlr(‘fihre-

d the census bill, spolis feature
Ez;teall. favorably. resident ‘Rooasg?-
velt thinks the clerks .u‘nm.ﬂti be ‘-,q.:
pointed under the competitive p'xan,
but it is hardly thought he w<‘m}d w'eto
the census bill because of his objec-

tions to this provision.

census will be
s system. Con-
es

guit which was to
cirenit court here
gturgis was com-
out of court and

A $20,000 damage
have been tried in
today before J u(;i,r:o
£ sed Saturday

fhr:‘n:libwas dismissed from the a?cll;
et. here. The case came to fem
county on a charige of venue mroe
Huntington county, being a_da :;gm
suit brought by John E. Emley aga

ix vt mpany-
o & Erie railroad co
the Chicag st accident that

which Emley,who

was employed by the C. & E. claimed
’lt‘ ‘his eyesight and hearing were
injured. It is said that the basis of
Eatilement was shout~ $1.500.—Bluff-
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|be greeted by a large sudience.

Dr. O’ Wileox,

recognized
of the ablest -

and most
isters of the North I::ll:::r l:o‘:h-
€nce, and who has so succeul;u:lr-
filled the pulpit at the local M E’-
church during ‘the past tweg yt;ln
g:jiw 2 forma] announcement Snn:
' y morning that he woulg resign from
h active Pastorate at the next
sion of the conference which will
Vene in April, 1909,
ment came ag a su
While some of his

ses-
m-
The anncunce-
rorise “to mmy,‘
: mogat

.fn«nds Were not so gmatly}nzsn:::l?
Tshed.. Dr. Wilcox, as stated before
mr this paper, purchased one of the
?msz Newspapers in the state of Mica-
18an and the concern will require
ml.i(‘h of his attention. In addition to
this, he will devote some of his time
10 the lecture platform, upon whica
he hasg madesuch a qecided hit at many
places. His great ability as a lee-
ture..". minister and thinker places his
SP!:\'lC&s in demand at any time if his
volce (which is affected), permits him
to lecture. Dr, Wilcox in notifying
the congrégation of his intention, took
occa§iou te express the sincere ap-
breciation of himself and family for
the many courtesjes extended and fur-
ther stated that he would serve the
congregation as best he could until
his resignation became effective, The
many friends of Dr. and Mrs. Wil-
€ox regret to hear of their intention
of leaving the city.

JOHNS WHITE WAS UNRULY.

Wouldn't Go to Bed so His Wife
Called the Police.

A call was received at midnight by
Sheriff Lipkey to go to the home of
Johns White, where Mrs. White said
her husband and his brother, “Dug”
White were raising a row so that none
of the family could sleep. She said
that she would like for them to be
taken away. The two brothers live
close together and when the officers
arrived “Dug” immediately started
for home and announced that he was
going fto go to bed. His brother,
however, ssid that he would be
darned if he went to bed. He did
not like the idea of accompanying
the officers to jail, but under pres-
sure he was forced to do it. Lew
Stout has taken the man home twice
from town but he refused to remain
there each time and returned dowh
town, until the last time when he con-
cluded to raise a disturbance at home
instead of down town.—Bluffton Ban-
ner.
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THE RURAL CARRIERS

Would Like to Be at Home on Christ-
mas.

In manipulating the affairs of ghis
great nation, Uncle Sam seems to
have neglected the welfare of the
rural mail carriedq in regard to al-
lowing them to spend Christmas day
with their families. The rural car-
riers will be compelled to make their
regular trips Christmas day as usual,
being the only federal employes doing
duty on this day. While this is no,
doubt greatly appreciated by the pa-
trons of the R. F. D. at the same time
there are few who would not gladly
do without their mail for this. day
in order that their carrier might spena
Christmas day as any other freeborn
American eitizen. There are indeed
few patrons of rural routes but have
great respect for their mail man, and
on Christmas show their appreciation
of his service by filling their mail
boxes with the best the country af-
fords, labeled for the mail man. These
packages contain nearly every con-
ceivable thing produced on the farm,
and help to make Christmas a bright
day for the carrier. It is to be h‘oped
h(\.we‘\'ef. that ere another year ‘rolls
around that the postoffice department
will see fit to give the boys in the
wagon a Cristmas holiday, a thing
they surely deserve.—Contributed.

o B

Postmaster Frisinger reports the
following unelaimed letters, and the
ns calling for them will please
sav advertised: John Agustus, Bertha
Aﬁgustus. Aaron Henderson, Frank
Konkle, D. A, Moser, Katie Smith and
Mrs., Estella Smith.

One of the features of the Elk’s min-
strel show to be given in the city
January 7 and 8 will be an augmented
orchestra under the able direction of
Prof. True R. Fristoe. Up to date
music will be rendered and several
out-of-town musicians have been en-
gaged for the occasion,

Pennville, a little town over in Jay
had a $100,000 fire Saturday
morning, when a whole block was de-
stroyed, including the Home depart-
ment store, the largest store there,
whose loss alone was about $40,000.
1t is said this store was not in very
gcod financial condition, and as they
bad but $15,000 insurance it is prot{-
able they will not rebuild.

perso

county,

A very interesting meeting of the
Gleaners was held with Nami Dugan
Saturday afternoon. The girls are
taking wp different writers and giving

selections from their books or what-
ever they wish to give out, for study.
This meeting was the study of Ruth
with its historic relations. Ireta Er-
win having charge, and directed the
study with very great interest to all,
and the following poem by Stella Per-
kins entitled “The dlenners” we think
worthy of more than passing notice:
From Judea’s sundried country,
Where famine had spread dismay
There came one day four travelers
To a heathen land to stay.

The travelers were one woman,
_Her husband and two sons,

The sons married Ruth and Ospah
So the story runs.

The woman’s name was Naomi,
And when her husband died
She felt her siay and protector
Had fallen by her side.

\
And when her :sons died also
She realized in truth
That all her friends had vanished
Except Ospah and Ruth.

She then resolved to travel
Back to her native land:

For God had blessed that gountry
With harvests richly grand.

So Ruth and Orpsh etarted
To speed her on her way;

But Orpha went back home again
Before the close of day.

But now Ruth loved her mother,
Therefore she still did cleave

In spite of the entreaties made
For her to take her leave.

And from the story of this maid
In friendship true alway

We have the good foundation
Of our Gleaner's club today.

Ruth Buhler gave a very fine piano
selection. The “Queerest Christmas”
read by Francis Laman, was a very
pretty Christmas story. Naomi Du-
gan then gave “Up in a Swing” a
plano solo. This ended the afternoen’s
program. Dorothy Dugan by request
played two very pretty selections af-
ter which delicious refreshments were
served by Miss Frances Dugan and
Dorothy.

Mrs. Fred Sellemeyer gave a de-
lightful Sunday dinner -for her son
Albert, who is at home for the holi-
days from Warren, Indiana, where
he is teaching school. The guests
wereg Mr. True Fristoe, Mr. and Mrs.
Fred Fruchte, Mr. and Mr¢. Charles
Loeh and son Miller, Mr. and Mrs.
Jesse Sellemeyer and Miss Lucy
Fruchte. The dinner proved one of
those delicious feasts for whica Mrs.
Sellemeyer is noted‘nmong her friends
and the hours were happily spent.

T e

Misses Kathryn Bennet, Lueile
Locke, Mary Craig Deam, of this city,
who are attending school at Glendale,
will arrive home tomorrow for the hol-
idays. Miss Helen Good, of Warren,
who is also in school there, will ac-
company them, golng later to her
home.—Bluffton Banner.

Frank Irvin, a well known young
man, has opened a Penny Studio over
J. H. Voglewede & Sons shoe store,
and is doing a dandy business. He
opened Sunday and his first day was
a winner. If it keeps up as good
Frank will be satisfled. Give him a
eall. His work {s guaranteed.

Fort Wayne district organizers for
the W. and H. Walker Grocery estab-
lishment, Pittsburg, to the number of
twenty-seven, held a conference at the
Rich hotel in this eiy yesterday, and
Mrs. L. M. McEwen, of this city, was
chosen manager for the Fort Wayne
district. - Messrs. C. E. Stewart and
A. W. Bennett, of the Pittsburg head-
quarters, were in attendance at the
meeting—Fort Wayne Sentinel.

At Bluffton in the case of Robert
Fryback against the Fort Wayne and
Wabash Valley Tretion company, de-
mand for damages of $1,000, the jury
returned a verdict in favor of the de-
fendant, and Fryback did not get a
penny judgment. He alleged that his
back was seriously injured by the
carelessness of another employe of
the company, who dropped his end of
a tie which he and Fryback were car-
rying.

Tere is good news for the children:
Mr. J. B. Stoneburner has received
a letter from old Santa Claus that he
will be here on Christmas afternoon
and evening and will make the Star
theater his headquarters. He will
have a treat for everybody, young and
old, and he will be a real live Santa,
not an imitation, but one who will
have a joke for each little girl and
boy and some of the older ones.
Be sure to arrange to see him. Mr.
Stoneburner has also special films for
all this week. One of the best is
tomorrow night, Abraham Lincoln, a
film showing the life of this great

«Little Dollie Dimples” fs the at-
traction at the Bosse opera house
tonight and from what we are able
to learn, it is one of the very best
attractions on the road. The seat sale
'ls good and from indications they wﬂ}
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man from his childhood to his death.
A large class of candidates from
Deatur was adopted ‘into the Modern

Woodmen lodge of America and all
enjoyed & great time, returning last

@
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A choice treat iv au lovers of music
will be given by the pupils of St.
Agnes academy at Bosse opera house
on December 29, 1908. Begins at 8:30
P- m. All are kindly requested to
encourage the pupils by their pres- |
ence. The academy will be closed |
after the recital until January 4, 1909. |
The pianos will be furrpished by Mr.'
Stoneburner. The program follows: |
1. Christmas Bells March..Piano Solo |
Misses Agnés Meibers, Ruth Buh-
ler, Dale Payne.
2. Evening Chimes
Misses Edna Ehinger, Lettie Ful-
lenkamp, Minnie Loether, Adelaide
Sellemeyer, Rose Egan and Geor-
gine Meibers.
3. Military March
Misses, Eva Stein, Louisa Teeple,
Catherine Keller, Frances Gaffer,
Frances Burrell, Irene Eady, Nao-
mi Baker, Marcella Kuebler, Dre-
da Parent.

4. Friendship, Love and Song......
s Voeal Quartette
Piano, Miss Mary Deininger; sop.,
Miss Clara Terveer; alto, Mrs.
J. Q. Neptune; tem., Dr. J. Q.
Neptune; bass, Mr. H. Yager.

5. Congenial Hearts ........... Duet
Misses Esther Corbett, Agnes
Coffee, Edith Ervin, Josephine

Lange, Etta Elsey, Ruth Buhler.
6. Dying Poet
Masters James Sprague, Joseph
Didot, Misses Naomi Niblick, Ag-

nes Kohne, Marie Kintz, Agnes
Meibers.
cgeh TR T R SR Trio

Misses Veda Hensley, Matilda Ber-
ling, Gladys Meyers, Matilda Hei-
mann, Marie Connell, Stella Braun
and Masters Engene Bremerkamp,
Raymond Keller, Norbert Holt-
house.

Silver Trumpet ......... Quartette
1st piano, Misses Mary and Ber-
tha Deininger, Cecilia Kinney,
Josephine Lange; 2nd piano, Mrs.
J. Q.”"Neptnue, Miss Georgia Mei-
bers.

9. Charge of the Hussars

................... Duet and Trio

Miss Nora Ahr, Mrs. E. Vaughn,

Misses Rose Colchin, Lettie Ful-

lenkamp, Germaine Coffee, Gene-

vieve Bremerkamp, Genevieve
Berling.
10. Jolly Brothers Galop........ Duet

Masters Norbert Holthouse, Omer
Niblick, Misses Gladys Meyers,
Laurine Keller, Matilda Heimann,
Stella Braun.

11. Come and Join the Merry Dance
................ Vocal Quartette
Piano, Miss Mary Deininger; sop.
Miss C. Terveer; alio, Mrs. J. Q.

Neptune; ten., Dr. Neptune; bass,
Mr. Louis Holthouse.

12. Ventre Terre Speed Galop.....

....... ivesssssss Quartette
1st piano, Misses Marie Kintz,
Naomi Niblick, Agnes Kohne, Ag-
nes Meibers; 2nd piano, Misses
Germaine Coffee, Genevieve Ber-
ling.

13. Race for Life Galop
Misses Leona Bosse and Laurine
Keller, Masters James Sprague,

Joseph Didot, Francis Schmitt,
Glen Tague.
14. Midnight Fire Alarm .........

AN AT R +» + Arv ko Vocal Quartette
Piano, Miss Mary Deininger; sop.,
Miss C. Terveer; alto, Mrs. J. Q.
Neptune; ten., Dr J. Q. Neptune;
bass, Messrs Louis Holthouse and
H. Yager.
DIPLOMA PARTS.
IV and III Grade.
Morning Prayer, by Wiegand......
....................... Piano Solo
Genevieve Berling, Naomi Niblick,
Agnes Kohne.
I11. and II. Grade.
Music on the Water, Reverie, by
‘Wyman.
Misses Josephine Lange,
Kintz, Agnes Meibers.
1. Grade.
Little Postilion Piano Solo
Laurine Keller, Stella Braun, Ma-
tilda Heimann.
Distribution of Diplomas......... .
............... Rev. Father Wilken
Light Cavalry March ..... Quartette
1st piano, Misses Eva Stein, Lau-
rine Keller, Leona Bosse, Mastérs
Glen Tague, J. Didot; 2nd piona,
Matilda Heimann and Stella
Braun.
Misses Genevieve Berling and Nao-
mi Niblicks have finished Major and
Minor seales in a most creditable man-
ner. and will be presented with a scale
book to serve as future guide.
Following is a list of names of pu-
pils who completed grades and will
receive diplomas:
Grade IV.—Miss Genevieve Berling,
Naomi Niblick, Mary Deininger.
Grade IIl.—Misses Josephine T.ange,
Grade I1.—Misses Genevieve Berling,
Agnes Kohne, Marie Kintz.
Naomi Niblick, Agnes Meibers, Agnes
Kohne, Effie Johnson, Laurine Keller,
Stella Braun, Matilda Heimann, Mas-
ters Glen Tague, James Sprague,
Francis Schmitt.
Grade 1.—Misses Catherine Keller,
Louise Teeple, Frances Gaffer, Emma
Kinney, Dreda Parent, Eva Stein,
Frances Burrell, Naomi Baker, Edna
Ehinger, Esther Corbett, Blecta Balt-
zell, Efta Elsey, Irene Eady, Effie
Johnson, Rose Colchin, Rose Bgan,
Marcélla Kuebler, Edith Ervin, Mas-
ters Omer Niblick, Norbert Holthouse.
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Showing the Importance
~ of a Proposal.
[Copyright, 18, b.y a\me]rku Press Asso-

Mr, Brown Reed wished to ‘marry
Miss Fraucesca Singleton, and Miss
Singleton was ready to marry Mr.
Brown Reed. The only thing needed
to complete this desideratum was a
proposai, Mr. Reed cousidered this a
mere form.

He asked the lady to go to churck
with him one Sunday evening and dur-
ing the walk to the sanctuary endeav-
ored to dispose of the matter. Un-
fortunately his repugnance to saying
the words delayed him unti! the couple
were going Into the church door, when
he blurted them. Tn another moment
he was standing in a pew by the girl
to whom they had been spoken with-
out a reply and singing, “Onward,
Christian Soldier.” He regretted that
be had not gone onward a trifle more
rapidly.

Mr. Reed fully expected that Miss
Singleton would at least refer to his
proposition as soon as they had left
the church. To his surprise she did
not, When they reached her house she
asked him to come in. He said it was
rather late and he thought he would
g0 home,

Mr. Brown felt very uncomfortable,
He made a confidant of his friend
Truby Robbins. Truby laughed at
him, “Serves you right,” he said, “for
proposing to a girl on your way to
church, You might as well have done
it at a funeral. Do it again and ander
more favorable circumstances.”

Brown Reed’s second attempt was in
this wise: He bought a couple of seats
at the theater and invited Miss Single-
ton to go to the play with him. She
accepted with pleasure,

There was lovemaking in the play
and a fascinating hero who made
a proposal in such graceful form that
it brought down the house. After the
performance Reed walked home with
Miss Singleton and, after several ef-
forts to get out what was on his mind,
said:

“lI am going to repeat what I have
once said to you—I love you and invite
you to be my wife.”

“And I decline the invitation,” said
Miss Singleton sharply.

Again Mr. Brown Reed sought his
friend Truby Robbins and told him all,
“What a blunderer,” said Robbins, “to
put your proposal in contrast with that
of a finished actor! But don’t be dis-
couraged. Try it again, You've sim-
ply been unfortunate in the time and
place of your proposals,”

“What kind of a time and place
would you suggest?’ asked Reed.

“I'll tell you. We're going to have a
slide tonight with the Toboggan club.
Bring your girl on my invitation.
There will be merrymaking in the
crisp air, laughing, shouting, Chinese
lanterus, boys and girls in blanket
suits, and all that. You can get her in
the dark and tell your story to the hest
advantage. Is it a go?”

Reed consented, but he was getting
discouraged. He informed Miss Sin-
gleton of the invitation, and she aec-
cepted again “with pleasure.” When
the evening came round he called for
her to find her in a very becoming to-
boggan suit, while he was in ordinary
clothes. She looked disappointed. On
arriving at the club grounds every man
except Reed looked liked a Canadian
voyageur.

“Great Scott!” sang out Truby Rob-
bins. “Why didn’'t you wear the blan-
kets?”

“Oh, I'm not a member of your club;
I'm only a visitor. Besides, I'm no
man for show; I'm only plain Brown
Reed.”

Robbins was called away, and Reed
took Miss Singleton to the slide where
the toboggans were shooting down
over the ice. The couple did thelir
share of the tobogganing, sometimes
together, sometimes apart. Reed look-
ed for a dark corner and found one
very near the starting point. He in-
veigled Miss Singleton into it and be-
gan his proposal as follows:

“Once on our way to church I asked
you an important question. I got no
reply. Again I asked it on our return
from the theater. I met with a re-

fusal. Once more I say I love you
and”—
“Hi! You there! Room for two

wore on this toboggan.”

Miss Singleton made a rush for the
toboggan as if to escape from further
persecution. Reed followed her, tak-
ing his place directly behind her, and
the toboggan was shoved on to the in-
cline. Reed was mad. He swore he
would finish his proposal if he had to
do it in an upset. “Will you be my
wife?”’ he shouted in her ea:.

When they reached the bottom of
tiie slide Miss Singleton arose frem the
toboggan and made a bee iine for the
gate. A street car was passing, and
she boarded it. Reed stood paralyzed
for awhile; then he walked home.
Robhbins having proved a bad ad-

viser, the unfortunate lover sought
comfort elsewhere. He went to his
aunt.

“Poor fellow,” said that lady sooth-
ingly. “T'll set you right I know my
sex perfectly. The proposal is a very
fmportant matter in a love affair.
Though plain Brown Reed, you must
Q0 it in the right way. Come to my
fancy dress ball next week and come
as Byron’s Corsair. I'll suggest to
Miss Singleton to come as Medora.
Meanwhile I'll send you a form for a
brief propesal. Commit it to memory.”
Brown was a good looking fellow,
and when Miss Singleton saw him in a
romantic costume and in an alcove he
whispered the proposal his aunt had
written for him she in reply whispered
“Yes,” and her head fell on his shoul-
der with a thud :
MARY A. BOWES.
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