HANLYRIODLED

Ex-Attorney General Smith, In a
Speech at Franklin, Exposes
the Governor’s Deception.

The Truth Told About the
Attorney General’s
Office..

In a speech at Franklin on Oct. 11,
Hon. A. G. Smith, former attorney
general, took occasion to unmask the
hypocrisy of Governor Hanly and to
call’ him to account for the willful
misrepresenmtions that the governor
is repeating over the state. Mr.
Smith said:

The office of attorney-general was
' ‘created by statute in the year 1855.
From the first the power to collect
moneys due the state was given to
that office, and the attorney-general
.-deducted from such collections the
¢ commission allowed by law. During

the legislative session of 1889, the
law governing that office and fixing
the powers and duties. thereof was
revised and re-enacted. This statute
was passed and approved March 5,

1889. It was a Democratic legislature
that passed it, and a Republican gov-
erncr who approved and signed  it.
The law was drafted by Hon. L. T.
Mitchner, then attorney-general and
a Republican, and its enactment was

urged by the superintendent of public
: inetructlon and the highest school

officers of the state; the reason for
urgmg its enactment was that large
amounts of school funds were diverted ;
from their lawful channel, commin-
gled with other funds, and practically
lost to the schools of the state, and
much of this fund had been lying
dormant in the counties and in the
‘hands of defaulting and negligent offi-
cers for many years; and the existing
".laws made no provision for the cor--
l'ection of these evils or for the resto
ration of this fund.. This statute
made provisionh' for the appointment
of collectors, sometimes called :assist-
ants, by the attorney-general, and
‘ provided that for the collection of
any fund by the attorney-general or
his assistants, which did not bear
' the expense of its collection, such ex-’
_pense should be paid out of any money
in the treasury, not otherwise appro-

priated. This provision of the stat-

ute was intended by the legislatire
to compensate the attorney-gereral
for expenses incurred in making such
collecticns. The law provided that
for all collecticne made by the attor-

ney-general of whgtever kind or char-

Aacter tk--e should be pald to him a
“oxxmission of practically twegty per
cent, and to his assistants who ntade
such collections a sum not exceeding

n per gent on the amount collected.

B weil to meption here that the
assistants engaged in makmg collec-
tions for the attorney-general’s otﬁce
were sim‘g_ly expert accountants, and
~ had 'nothQ whatever to do with the

erl of
§ E unne sary. pergb; gggiay that

the cost of making the collections
ny cases, in t

*% 3 R g gt |
tte excers was borne by the attorney-
' géhéral.

__}t thig point I wish to call your
=attention to the:fact that the act just
mentioned was dratfed and caused
be introduced under the Managemen
of Mr. Mitchner, who Was then attor
pey-general, without my Frowledge
or participation, and it - . approved
by Governor Hovey. Under the provi-
sion of this statute Attorney-General
Mitchner operated for nearly two
years. His collections were very
-large and the ameunt of money he
earned under this law exceeds the
amount earned by all of his successors
in office. 1 mention this to call to
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sttorney-general's office . relates to
collections made under the law of
March 5, 1889, is concerned, the work
of Mr. Mijtchner, myself and Mr.
Ketcham is identical, and as to earn
ings does not differ in kind, but only
in degree. Both my immediate prede
cessor and my immediate successor
in that office are Republicans. “They
are alive,” and they are reputed to be
rich. Now why are they left out of
the calculation when the tongue of
slander. falsehood and detraction is
waged against me? I agree that noth:
ing hurtful can be said of these gen-
tlemen. But I stand just where they
do, and what may be said of me in
regard to collecting public funds un
der the law of March 5, 1889, can be
said of them. Am [ singled out at
this late day as the victim of the
shafts of insinuation, falsehood and
malice’ simply because I am a Demo
crat? 1 was attorney-general of Indi:
ana from November, 1890, to Novem:
ber, 1894, and it was my pride to give
to the people of this state a faithful
honest and useful administration, and
barring possible mistakes and errors
my record is clear. No attorney-gen:
eral ever went out.and made collec
tions of delinquent funds himself.
The most that a careful officer. could
do was to select competent assistants
and trust the work to them, and after
exercising all the care possible, it
mistakes occur, they are simply mis
takes and should be corrected when
fully ascertained.

The governor says I made too much
money while attorney-general, in the
manner as he stated it. And then he
asks dramatically, “was he worth it?"
I need not accept or deny the correct:
ness of his statement of the amount
I- made. That is of no consequence
if what I earned was earned under the
law.- If the law was too liberal, it is
for the legislature 'to change it, and
to reduce the compensation it allows.
My compensation was fixed by the law
and every effort was made.to comply
strictly with its provisions. I will later
on discuss the question whether I got
more than I was worth. The question
now is, had I a right to take it?
Would yeu have, taken it? Would the
governor have taken it? -Would any
official who operated under a law fix-
ing his compensation have Yefused tc
take that which the law'.gave him?
It seems not: The question answers;
itself.

Did I Earn More Than | Was Worth?

Let us look into this proposition. In
1891 the ‘legislature enacted what is
known as the new tax law. It was
a Democratic caucus measure. It was
strongly oppoeed in the legislature by
nearly all’ of the Republican party
and a few members ‘belonging to the
Demooratic party. It finally became
a law, and under it a new valuation of
all the property in the state was di-
rected. Then the fight to defeat it
began in earnest. Politicians and
newspapers demanﬁed its overthrow,
and the "great corporations took the
lead to defeat the power of the legis-
lature to enact such a measure. They
declared that it was unconstitutional
and the valuations of property fixed
under its authority were void. Rail
road corporaticns dom? busigess.. in
this stafé wént before the tax board
and Tegisted the acscssment of their
property on the ground that the 'law
was invalid, - The board, however
overruled these objections and in-
creased the valuation of rafl ¢
eﬂy for- taxation from :%%%a%og
$160, 000,000, an 1ncrea.se of $91,000,
%00 in & slngle year. To Qgteat
ag ssx’qent ‘all gt the large railroad
cretiofis  broyght suits to' tla:npul
the l*w for the alleged peffion that it
voth the state and

wés in violatjon
tfo and the asgess:

federal

fent of 160 000000 .agdinst thelr
pmrérty wag vold. These suits were
commeﬁced in various_parts of the
state at the same time, tn temponry
injunctions granted to stay the colleg
tion of taxés untll a final hearlng
could be h&d.

To sustain 'the law &nd save pos-
sible loss to .the state, the attorney}

general employed additional  counsel

-and begau & yigorous defense of the

law. There is no denying the state: |
ment that at that time t e whole Re-
publican party of the state was up; in

% your. mind that if an officer is to be
condemned because he has made too
« much money under the law, then it
% is but common decency that all be
placéed upon the same level and be
subject to the same treatment, how-
ever indelicate it may appear from a
partisan political point of view. Mr.
Mitchner is a Republican politician.
He is a clever gentleman and an hon-
est man.. So far as colléctions were
concerned, he conducted that branch
of office exactly as 1 did and as was
afterwards done by William A. Ketch-
am, Republican, who succeeded me.
1 made the tame cldss of colleetions
A8 Mr. Mitchner made; Mr. Ketcham "
made the same class of collections
that I made. Practically the same as-
sistants who collected fundg. for, Mit, ch-
mﬂwere retained by lge tl;k h my .

and continued to wor ﬁr
xotchm during ' the " period thi € he
d ‘under - the law tﬂ 1889.-" 1/
of no better lawyer:'than. Wil:.
) A Ketcham; m:-moxl know:

sy, man no-m-m i & shigher,;
: M. When he. ,wcceed :
_he was famiNar with the.powers and’

“d'i;{i of the attorney-gegeral's office.
ew the kind of funds that were

miollected by the M
der which i B ted, ¥
and: the |

&iamaﬁoa mfﬂ for such work, and

if be ever changed the method, I have
no wledge of it. His work:in this
ﬁ% in. q\me wermmg elge

L ;{dakon of the supgeme cgurt of

arms against the law. The Republi
can state convention met at Fort
Wayne and resolved against the law,
stigmatising it as fraudulent and de-
manding its repeal. Mr. Fairbanks
made a gpeech against it and the
whole party machinery was set in mo-
tion to overthrow the law. 1 went
before the people to defend the law;
I followed the accusations of the cor-
porations against the law into the
courts and,.fought it out there. From
one court to another for over two
years, I followed these corporations in
defense of this law and finally landed
in the supreme court of the United
States, where I met and defeated all
ithe corporate. power centered in In-
dlana. The victory was a great one
;or the peop\e of the state. The con'
| stitutionality of tne law was sustained
the asses§miént ‘against railrgad
rEF\merty, “amolinting 0 3160'000’000
a3 affirmed—an increase of $91,000,:
00 ayer .the old: valuation. "When the

nited; States was made final, k.

i'poratlopp, owed four years’ m
1o the people of this state.” I forced
the payment of these taxes to the ‘peo-
ple of the state. I forced the paymsur
of these ta.xes into the proper treas-
uries, amounting to millions of dol-
lars. In this great conflict I received
nothing and paid my own expenses.
Do you now ask the question, “Waga
he worth it?” Did he earn his pay

ected with that office, is an ap-
L of what I did while there, and
‘satisfied to réemain in his class.
at, only to emphasize, that in
as ﬂm adminlltratlon of the

‘while serving the people as attorney
general?

Let me go a step further., By ex-
amination I discovered that the grea.t
properties owned by the sleeping car
~companies, the exprena, t “‘-""1 aph and

3

-&w
telephone compantes, m busimess
in Indiana, were paying po tax oa
their invested capital and valuable
franchises, and that there was no law
in the state whereby this property
could be adequately assessed and val-
ued for taxation. Sq during the ses-
sion of the legisiature of 1893, I had
prepared a bill providing for the as-
sessment of this great property. It
‘was introduced in the house-and after
much delay, occasioned by a lobby in-
‘terested in the defeat of the measure,
it passed the house and was transmit-
ted ‘to the senate. There the most
powerful lobby attempted to defeat
the bill and held it vp on third reading
until six hours before adjournment. It
passed the senate, however, after the
most persistent fight ever made over
8 single measure in that body. I bore
the brunt of that fight. No sooner
had the bill become a law than these
corporations assailed it in court. I
met these suits and fought them until
the last hour of my official life, and
handed the unfinished business over
to my successor in office.! The law
was finally upheld in all its parts by
the courts, and the property owned
by these corporations have ever since
been paying taxes to the state on the
same basis as railroad property. I
am not prepared to say how much
taxes the people have received from
these corporations. The sum is large.
It is safe to say it is up into the mil-
lions. Before the passage of that law

| those corporations paid nothing on the

capital invested.! It was through my
personal efforts as attorney general
that they are paying mow: Do you
still ask the question, “Was he paid
too much?”

Let me go a step further. In 1892,
the Union Railway and Belt Railroad
of Marion county brought suit to set
aside and have held void an assess-
ment of -$6,000,000 on their property.
They refused for about three years to
pay any taxes. I appeared and an-
swered that suit I filed' a counter-
claim asking judgment for the amount
of their delinquent taxes. “Thé case
was tried before Judge Reinhard, sit-
ting as circuit judge, and after a hot-
ly contested trial, with Hon. A. C. Har-
tis for the plaiatiff, I recovered judg-
ment: for $130,000 against these two
corporations. — Pending an appeal to
the supreme court, I went out of of-
fice. After that the judgment was
paid, but I received no compensation
for my work. Now do you ask, “Was
ke Daid too much?”

The work 1 é'fd while attorney gen-
eral is still bringing rich rewards to
the people of the state, and it will
continue until the end of time. The
money I forced from corporations and
put inte the public treasury has made
it possible to discharge the public
debt of the state as it becomes due;
it has made it possible to support the
penal and benevolent institutions of
the state, without borrowing money;
it has made it possible to discharge
the obligations of the various counties
and the municipal governments of the
state and to lighten the burdenm of
taxation upon the whole people. With
this view of the matter do you hear
someone say, “He was paid more than
he was worth”?

‘Additional Counsel,

Complaint is made that additional
counsel was employed in these cases.
and paid out of the funds of the state.
That {8 true. When the corporations
assisted by political partisans assailed
the vely existence pf the state and
sought o sap its life by defeating the
legislative or 0 ation, the gnly

mﬁws' 6@‘%

in that eat emer ency to aid the-

state aga nei ﬁz
qee w

rate power whlcg
ecoffie gre. f,ter ‘than the staté ithelr.
I accordingly employed Hon, Williai
A. Ketcham; Hon. John W. Kerh, and
Hon, Albert J. Beveridge, and that em-.
ployment was approved by the state
bogrd of tax commissioners. Their
ioyment was valuable to the state |
an was ‘made ‘and comvfeted accord-
ing to law. 1'still complimént these.
gentlemen for thé able as they |
| rendered 'the state in that ‘great don-
test for the power and majesty of éon-
stituional gogernment. I wish to keep:
it prominently; before you. that that
contest was yaged by corporate pow-,
er against the sovereign power of the
state, and if the corporations had been
successful in that contest the state:
would have been humbled before their
power, and instead of the state being
a government by the people and for
the people, it would. teday be a plu-
tocracy dominated by sordid . wealth
and corporate poweér — paying just
such.taxes to the péople as they di-
rected the legislature to duthorize, 1
say this because in the legal contest
to sustain the tax law of 1891, it was
shown that the valuation of railroad
property under the old system was
$69,000,000, wiich amount had been

themselves, which amount . they of-
fered to Ppay upon without further
contest. 'The real contest, thereforé, |
being on the " iﬂcreue of - $91,000,000 '
fixed by the state’s udumdt made
undér the mew Jaw.. It was this valua- |
tion of ¥91,000,000 which I fought to ;]
sustain and won in the courts, ﬂi
which the. railroads Jtried to

mmo% omipu

corporations hva been eompelled'

court) for fourteen years. Take: the
average rate for state and local pur-’
poses for fourteen years, then add to
it the additional revenue paid under
the sleeping car law of 1893, and you.

tration as attorney genmeral of Indisna.

fixed and determined py the railroads |

pay taxes on this valuation (which'l'
fought for and upheld in the highest -they are-not careful meay" :
_the view of their ‘hedrers a emmma

’ﬁ ent and
| PO wer shall
tnneuou of our state government.

Do you hear anyone say, “He re
celved more than he was worth”?

The work I have briefly stated to
you was neither light nor plouant.
It was hard, laborious work. The
questions involved were original and
of the highest | t to the state.
Defeat meant financial disaster to the
state and a denial to the people the
right to eflercise through the law-mak-
ing department of government the
sovereign power of taxation indepen-
dent of the wish and demand of cor-
porations and trusts. :

Nothing more need be sdid on this
subject except that&:ince the conclu-
sion of this labor these ecorporations
have pursued me with unrelenting op-
position. They still feel the sting!
But the mill grinds on!

The governor asserts in his speeches
that during the session of the legisia-

that he observed that I put in the
whole winter lobbying for a bill to
increase the compensation of the at-
torney general, and that he, as a sen-
ator, opposed that hill at every step
and stage, even to vofing to sustain
Governcr Hovey's veto. To say the
least of this statement, it is reckless.
The only bill introduced in the legis-
lature of 1891 affecting the compensa-
tion of the attorney general was the

a caucus measure of the Democratic
party. The policy of the measure was
to reduce and grade down compensa-
tion allowged to state and county offi-
cers from 26 to 50 per cent. When
that measure was pending I conseni-
ed and advised the committee having
it in charge to reduce the commission
allowed the attorney *general under
the law of 1889, from 20:to 12 per
cent, a reduction of 40 per cent, which
change was made and became a part
of the law, which ig shown at page 424
of the Acts of March 9, i891.

The governor says he opposed the
passage of that law from start to
finish and at every stage and step,
because it was intended to. lncrease
the compensation of the attorneygen-
eral. The record shows Jghat this law»
was intended to, and did, decrease the
compensation of the attorney -general}.
40 per cent on collections, and’mo-
where added any addltiqnal powers
duties or compensation to “that office.
Whoever voted ‘against thot bil wﬁd
to allow the attorney general 40
cent more on collections than I asked |
the Jegislature: to put intn the hw
itself.

I knew that a powerful lobby of the
county officers were present and at-
tempted to defeat the bill, not because
they favored the attorney general, for |
they were opposing him, but simply
because the defeat of that measure
-would keep fees and salaries of these
officials at high:water mark. So it is
easy to see that a member of the
general assembly who voted to defeat
‘that bill veoted with the county offi-
cers’ lIobby' and against the reduction
of all fees—and voted to keep the at-
torney general’s compensation 40 per
cent higher than that officer had con-
sented and recommended to have it
fixed.

One word more on this subject 1
for a measure pending in the general
assembly. I never ‘aided, abetted or
advised, directly or indirectly, in the
work of any legislative lobby. When
in office I never worked or usllted
others to put a law through the |
lature which added a penny to
epmpensation. ;

'ﬁe tnﬂs’ Wen goy wo& in

’

 umbia club at Indianapolis, which rgr
rds a Hquor license ‘as Wmﬁllng
“for the common saloons to:both-
with. And neither the trusts nor
Columbh club llquor diapenlers
htbpeh ‘to attratt the attention of the
—”vernor -and- attorney-generpl. - But |
;hpt let them ecatch some feflow put
tlng & penny ln & slot machine!

(A lgrge portlon of the speee'hgi
Govemor Hanly und At T
Genen.l Miiler is given over to tqllln;
about the crpokedn'eu of severnl ne—.
publican state -officials. . ' When they
finish telling how the Republlcan par- |
ty has thus betrayed the people they
then ask everybody to vote to keep
‘this same party in power. This is
courage of the kind called “gall” It
is also an insult to' the’ Intelllgepce'
of tbo voters of Indiana.

fhe Republican state officers, ‘from |
the governor down, ‘are not parsimon-
1on
p lic funds out to party uyorftuf
Ajw lt mckel no diﬁe:enee mat the

}m rned "the “word —QQW;

9p, with the dewengem ‘the.
nm pnlmchn

?@1@_
e ne

bE. T
nepuhllcm

corporate
again seize the legitimate !

ture in 1891, when he was a senator, |

general fee and salary law, which w-s |

lndiana all the time just as the bl.r- '
tendera do in the. big Republlcan col- |
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In Yotera Should Read Carefully the l'onmng
Specific Instructions.

Bvory votér who coes to the poll- is lntere:ud in mkfu his m

The device at the head of the Democratic ticket is a roosten
The device at the head of the Republican ticket is an eagle,

The Democratic ticket is in the first column, the Rmbnnn ﬂcht is h
the peoond oplumn, and so on,

- Below q- a sample of the heading of the Democratic and Republican tickets,
vith tho mpective paru devices, in tho order in vhich they will appear on

'DEMOCRATIC TICKET.

DEM.

el
be

: mmw With o
:'nm and will pot be counted. v

: 'l‘onth You must not pnt ny mm of any: Nnd,u yonrwlot, axcept as
tbove deocrlb'o‘h :

For Becretary of State,
JAMES F. cox.

REP. | ' FRED A. SIMS.

‘The county b;llot——Prlnted on white paper.

The township banot——Prlnted on yenow paper, contalnln‘ the townlmp
candidates.

If you want to vote Q straight quocuuc ticket, make a c;'ou

. 1* j r

‘First, You must m'your wm nd the blue mm m the nmw
Clerks in the

. Becomd: If you dadreto vote' a mi:ht tlcket.,-then mko -enus tlnt
| X, within the large eimlo at the head of the ticket eouwm
the party for whose candidates you desire to vote. If yos do mot desire ton
‘vote a straight ticket, you must not make a cross in the large circle contsining:
ing the device of a party, but must make & cross, thus X, om the: small squ: re
to the left of the name of each candidate for whom you desire to vote, on Wha
ever list of candidates it may be. If the large circle at the hesd of the ﬁ&et"' :
is marked with a cross or otherwise and. tlm ballot is marked with a mu or
otherwise at any other place, it will be void and cannot Be countéd, unless
there be no candidate for some office in the lst printed under such mk;é
device, in which case you may Indicate your choice for such office by making
a cross, thus, X, on the square to the left of the name of any candidate for
such office on any other list. The cross must be placed within or on tln cwq: '
or square, or t.he ballot.will be void qg cap aot beeounted £

~ Third. Do not mutilafe your

- m““

REPUBLIGAN TICKET

For ‘Secretary of State,

When you go to your voting place you vm be handed three bollou' 5%
The State ballot—On red paper, containing the candidates.to be Mekod
tor State offices, except for Senator and Repreunuuve

Jgelrcle conmning the momr at the head of the first column of the. bdlot.d‘- ;

‘the’ devive

‘batlots, fior mark them, elther by ms
off a name &r wrmng ‘one upon them, nor in any other way put a M tpou ot
them, except by placing one in the circle or on the squares, as above de-
scribed. Otherwise the ballot will not be counted. You must not put m}
mark of any kind upon your ballct except in the manner above deseﬂbod.

Fourth. After you have marked your ballots, and before you leave the .

on booth, fold them up separutely so that the face of each one can not‘
m, and so the initial letters of the names of, the Poliing Clerks ea the
back thereof can be seen. Then hand your ballots

t(:& Inspector, the. pens
el to the Pomng Clorko, and immediately leave the ‘room, ;
never at any time in my life lobbied | -

'}

Fifth i nu are physically unable to mark youupllou, ‘or can nt mdl

Bigbth. . You -n

‘km You must nd§ hecopt mmm-nbymm\umdp
&m room. Anoynbﬂlot :?um is :nndnlldt snd it is:# penitentisry stup

tq ‘have it in your Wseﬁlon, whether you attempt to vots it on, ld;v,

S e

h" A

‘Buglish, go inform the Polling Clerks, and make Grwfidavit to that effect.
They will theri go with you into the election booth, And you can then tell them:
~how_you desire fo vote, and they will mark mrmﬁat
[ nor the Polling Clerkis mu mit say o

baliot fs' marked. It'l a : 5\

‘i( )!

not sttempt to hold:ikhy: eonversation:in the roxqmn

embers of the Election Board aud. the Polligg Glerkn, “

the blue pencil handed you byithe Pelling! Glerks. u,-uy»
om’ “ with any other ponoll. your baliot so: MQQ

ouum

AW

VoTiNG BY ‘mcum:m

effective. Instruction fn voting, therefore, cannot be too thorough. Not omly _
Is this especially true as to nnt voters, who will have their first experience
with the Aultrtlunhnot system, bntlbtmooldlothon boomuottho
changes that haye been made in the law since it was originally passed. At
public meetings and privately voters should be given scdurate information as
‘to what is required in casting a ballot. The following instructions, therefore,
should be studiéd, as they will be found of value:

for you. Neither you -

3

..‘ﬁ

(YL ¥ EET R Hifs

dt'

‘i ’({l(

e o g i

" when it comes to ‘handing; the |

himeltq;N' ~
is..a million dollars. mw&mh ;

e 3 7.‘ ¥ .

spemqndm ‘it | to
Wﬂmw 3

‘club poker chip. The Golgm  olub; | L.

‘you understand, is the swell mubu- :

m organiution at Ind!molls 1n'

'will have the net result of the benefit
you have receive(! from my adminis-

And a® I have sald, the beneficial re-

sult of my labors for the state is go-

"It you are unable to m by machine
; u-mummh,mumgz
or apsisted by:the Polling Clerks, as, in 3
{4 i est:it, you upon being 3
you “;; them ﬁ h@ mnnng:o! voting by machine. You ean not re&in

renmy m 'uym. Votes. : i
. 1. ‘That whoever, dlnctly or hdirectlyt l&!m, bnyl or 6&&- unm or buf.‘

dt furnish any monsy or other means to be used, or directs; oripermits his
)y or other means to be used, or handles any money or other: Mm

' the same to be ysed o indu

from voting any ticket

n\y election held in this ot &

vote or to refrain from voting for any mlﬁdut& for 8
. nyaoctlonlmdwmt!ohvorat

it

by the Nmn

ME

‘;’ip' i A

.:n account ot phyeieol, inbluty or
da : C @ f :

.ww» e % Ml

ine boothhon{hmonemnuto ndnopmembi--

hine when & voter is in the voting machine booth ‘unless it i

the Po’mn‘gk mkh wmﬁ"lmtructing or misting the voter.

TH! NEW uf’\‘h AS TO BUYING AND uLng vono.
. LApproyed m._rg 6 1906. Am 1805, p. 481) ‘

"i"l-'v

orfor

State; or whoever, atte

‘any rewstd or f“ln',‘
m udvm and
A

uce, hire or buy sny person 4o, vote
any candidate. twvlnanﬁ«:"ﬁ M_,

i:o:mutqyﬁrow mﬁmqm




