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received that little
great hat and all
joy. He
been to
of rob-

Sweet of the golden halr,
Her ri

Here the viscount
leaving me gazing ¢
tree at tl 3
crimson, and I think mire

«By all the little blue
membered myself and fled away also.

and she

CHAPTER V

both te and read my
in the futare.

When next I met Mari
her eyes at meina

raised both terrcr

they were the fonlest
derers

man ¢
cal, ¢
bim safe
Her eyes Slled

our sparing band.”’
rang to my own eyes at
r forgiveness

.

the words of r
“It was very little tc
pleasure, ' I stammered.
take you to
tletree?”
She accepted my proffered hand. and
together we went up the avenne and

he

® (

anaq
through the great gate of the house of
Isstens

CHAPTER 1IV.
“DO YOU LOVE HER, VISCOUNT?Y”

Csn yo= imagine the stir all throngh
the house when I ushered in the cap-
tain's daughter, splendid in her silks
and sunny smijes? Out came my father
and bowed like & gallant of 20. Out
came my mother and swept the door
with a grand courtesy. Mistress Lyons |
cried, ‘‘Bless ber dear English face!™
and kissed her. !

Ah, thought I, Castletree is an Eng- |
lish pame, is it, and I gracefally pre- |
sented Harry. who could not have come
faster to meet the court lady whose
band be bad kissed

" =

RN
N =g

=1

caught bhim by the sb ounl-
alone—and cried, “Do

tbought be was about to
say **) but bis face changed and
be cried: “‘Fie, fie, my dear cadet!
Arg what if I do?”’

““Yes. poor cadet,” I bissed *‘Ob,
but the cadet bas a sword. and by all
the dcvus it is not an easy one to get
bevond ! With borror at my words I
turned away. Quick as a flash he was
at my shoulder.

“Don’t worry, cld fire eater.”” be
said, ““there some one in
Bia:enbarg. you know.”” And then he
broke off and began tosing I rusbed
after him and craved pardon humbly
for my hasty words. We went ont to-
gether and found Marion on the south
terrace looking out across the valley
with dreamfal eyes
Harry had a slip of paper in ku{
hand :

“Listen to Dari's &t posm,” BE
said, the while I stared at bim speech- |
Jess.

He read:

langhing:

is
ghing s

alive,
arn

tf;

the har- !
i the bright {a:e: made |

d to me a wk-tvirx us brave
, Harry, took us far |
v. and there ordered us te

at a big inn not far from the
Out of the =add1es we
enoagh to be rid of them
were led away. and we

went inside to breakfast The landlord |

us to the highest table, while a|
awer hostled our men in to a spread

to the tavern,
He was most
in satin and lace.

When we returned
Harry i

bteanti

fally dr«ss(d
Wise viscount to bring his court suit
aloog with him!

It was evening and be bore news of |
a great fete in the palace and palace |

gardens, %o which all troe officers and |
Zentiemen were invited. At this Red |
Harding. wbo was something of a blade |
at beart, puiied a long face

*“‘By the devils, viscount. can I go in |
these boots " be gasped. |

The troopers at the docr fell to langh- |
ing at this The lientenant froze them
with a stare, and then be went in to |
supper. But as feasting wonld be going |
on at the palace we did not spend much |
time over the tavern beef.

I bad two mwen in to rub us op—
boots, breastplates and spors—and Red
Harding groaned, “‘If we can’t go look- |
ing like the viscount, we will go look-
ing very much iike the devil.””

On our way up the hill, which was |
paved with marble for foot passengers,
Harry took 2n arm of each and said,
““The king bhae ordered me to stay with
him and vse my poor brains in his|
counsels while the trouble lasts and you |
to take tbe men and out and use your |
good swords against the Bohemians ™ |

Wesaloted Then Red Harding said,

It is good mews, viscount, bat it will|

be strange withont you ridicg and cut-

ting between us

1

"T‘I’IL"“ I1c 1LA God,

ed: then “Th
"L: an brains

Harding
Harry th

o

brown hai

"»"t—r‘ eyes I Dac

with

="

pever asked me to
terrace. Butt

fas ng.

th

a

fascipatl

£

jewel, that I soon myself at ease
Now I will get with Harry and
bur bim, I thought

o hi

story, which

by the raid of the
s and tells!’
d, raising her eyebrows
*“Not always, I?NW»:rd *“1 once
saw bim Ekiss m 1:;‘:7".. L')I
be didn't tell us STW
She looked at 1=»—e
she

at once that s
wit.
*“You ehock me, Sir
in a feigned voice.
*‘It shocked me, too, at the time, for
the same maid would never let me kiss |
her,’" I said.

r Cadet.

| She looked demurely at her pointed |*
| shoes.

**What a strange choice,”” she mur-
mured, ‘‘to let the Viscount Isstens kiss |
ber when the cadet of
ca £

I knew that she was playing with | Al

her meaning here and that she intended

I dropped on onec knee, flapping hat in
hand.

ow it. Sc I smiled simply

] she would make

s a very merry old place. At this
shed, stared haughtily and
e cff. and upon seeing Harry

ward ns I backed away.

. when Red Harding and I were
wout the gardens, Harry
sed my hands

old Ix-.—:!-:n‘.qt
scarred cheek ‘Alack! he eried
*“The viscount and the cadet have ogled
the ladies and been ogled most lovingly
in return. and the Cavalier Red Hard-
ing has not won so much as a smile.”

“It is safer o, comrade,’’ I replied, |
**for a youth is in danger of losing his|
bead before the smiles of women. "’ |

Shortly after midnight we left the|
gay throng, for we looked to be well on|
the road with cur men before sunrise!
of the morrow.

CHAPTER VL |

THE CAPTURE OF THE STRANGE LADY. |
Tbe borses were saddled by lantern |
light. and we were all mounted before |
the dawn At the city gates we joined |

wrdtcned his

three other gentlemen, each leading |
So together we made a |

ten horsemen.
stout little squad of 42 men and five of- |
ficers Our orders were to ride until
we met Baron Vossgoff, who was ex- |

| pecting at any hour an attack from the

gecond Bohemian army. The roads were
better than the ones we had traveled

before: =0 we pounded along right mer- |
rily. A few miles out we passed a regi- |

ment of pikemen with their officers
mounted on shaggy ponies They
cheered as we rode by in the ditch. Be-
fore noon we came upon the army,
which lay
hills, awaiting the Bohemians.

After reporting to the barom we sta- ‘

tioned ouT men in & goat pasiais an
ordered the preparation of dinner. The
three officers of the private companies

we had ridden along witk came to our

- m
the same name |,,,
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