A

SIMPLE CREMATION.

_ Orthodox Hindoos Burn Their Dehd How

|

in the Open Air.

Strange and Sanitary Mode of Disposing
of Bodles Which Has Been In
Vogue in India for Thousands
of Yenrs.

—

Although we are beginning to believe
more and more every year in crema-
tion, and think ourselves accordingly
advanced, the Iindoos have practiced
it for thousands of years.
pile of a rajah sometimes costs lacs of
rupees; a Ilindoo body is sometimes
burned when three rupees cover the
entire expenses. The rich Hindoomay
be somewhat exclusive. The Hindoo
masses do everything simply and open-
ly.. They bathe out of doors, they
pray out of doors, they cook out of

doors, they die outof doors, and—their |

bodies are burned out of doors. There
are three burning ghats in Caleutta.
A writer to the Pall Mall' Budget

tells very entertainingly of a visit she i

made to one of the cheapest and most
primitive of these three.

Just asshe entered into the inclosure |
where a burning ghat was in full opera- |
tion, there was a crack—a sharp retort |

like a pistol. The heat had just
brokeén through a dead man’s skull.

It was the last human part to protest |

;umiykt the extinguishment of death.

The funeral pile of a poor Hindéo.|

looks like an ordinary kitchen yard
woodpile. But if you go up elose to it,
you discover something very like a

" - . .
\_human form—a glowing, charred mass,

“earthen bowl.

_correck atter all.”

distinguished from everg other shape,
animate or inanimate. IFor the Iin-
doos literally purify their dead by fire,
The body is burned until absolutely
nothing remains but a handfulof ashes
—ashes wholly free from ny unclean
or poisonous matter.. As the writer
was closely observing the glowing pile,
a new body was brought in and the
rite begun. i

Two coolies carried the body upon a
rude litter, woven from coarse grasses,
and held together by, outlines of
bamboo. - Two of the dead man’s
brothers followed, chatting pleasantly.
Four stout sticks of wood were driven
upright into the ground, at the corners
of an imaginary parallelogram about
six feet by two. Between these four

A HINDOO BURNING GHAT

posts were loosely laid sticks of dry,
cheap wood. When the pile was a lit-
tle more shan three feet high the hody
was laid upon it. A dirty piece of
crash, of the quality the coolies wear
about their loins, partly wrapped the
dead. One of the brothers stepped up
and -poured about four ounces of oil
over the body. This insured a quicker
cremation, but was something of a
luxury, and not a universal practice.
The oil must have cost about three pice.
The other brother paid the coolies, who
shouldered the light empty litter, and
rharched gayly out.

. More wood was piled upon the dead.
A thin stick was lighted at the other
funeral pile, which was now flaming
finely, the second pile was lighted,
and the cremation of the newcomer

‘was begun. The two brothers ap-

peared very interested in the igniting,

«and decidedly pleased when it was ac-
complished. They squatted down upon

the ground, ‘just so far from the pile
that they might feel that their scant,
filthy garments were fairly safe from
the sparks, but-near enough to watch
all the changing phases of the crema-
tion, and to sce easily when it was con-
summated.

They untiefl a dirtyrag from about a
small bundle one of them had brought
with them. They tock out a small
It was clean-and shin-
ing, and so was the brass chattee each
1ifted: from his filthy tarbaned head.
“The chattees held water. The bowl
%ield curry and rice. They fell to cat-
{ng with great gusto. And, pray, why
mot? They were eating to'live. Their
brother was burning to live—to live in
Hindoo paradise. From the -Hindoo
point of view this state was far more
blessed

The cremation which was in full
blast when the writer arrived- was
finally completed. Two distinet kinds
of ashes were left. The human ashes
were carefully gathered into an old
chattee. The authorities do not allow
those ashes to be thrown into the
river, and they are never thrown there
in the presence of Furopeans. The
ashes of the wood were swept swiftly
away. if wood not quite
burned wore frucally colleeted to be
utili the next pile,
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DONE BY LEVERAGE.

Some of Gaza's Wonderful
Feats Are Performed.

T. H, Briggs, the Englishman, Explains
the Scientific Basis of Many Tricks of
Streugth — Kasily Pushes Two
uuge Firemen Rackward,

T. H. Briggs, the Englishman who
recently made an expose of some of
' the- phenomenal feats performed by
Gaza, the female Sandow, showing
| that they were easily explained on
the scientific principle of ' the lever,

recently gave an interesting illustra-
| tion of the same principle when ap-
plied to draft horses.

Mr. Briggs performed some feats
| of strength that would be thought
ineredible outside a theater or a cir-
cus, but he explained them all on
{ seientific principles.

He called out two of the largest
and strongest firemen present. They
both grasped a pitchfork handle
about eight feet long. ‘ Mr. Briggs,
who weighs less than one hundred and
sixty pounds and is undersized at
| that, stood opposite. He balanced
himself on.one foot and then, taking
hold of the handle, told them to
push. He easily pushed them back-
ward, merely requiring that they
| push downward while he pushed up-
[ ward, thereby getting the beiefit of
their weight. ;

He next grasped the hand of the
biggest fireman and told him to pull.
The giant jerked him half way across
the room. He had a spectator mount
his back and then tried the pull. This
time he pulled the fireman over with
comparative ease. All this was in-
teresting as an exhibition, but
seemed like jugglery or sleight of
hand. Mr. Briggs’' purpose was,
however, to illustrate the principle
and law of the lever. He explained
that it was weight,not strength,that
counted in the push or pull. :

He next brought out a number of
models of draft horses and carts at-
tached and showed how the same
principle helped-or impeded a draft
horse while pulling a load. If the
traces were inclined so that the
wagon end was lower than the horse’s
collar the horse gained additional
weight and could ;pull more, and vice
versa. Thisincreased weight of the
horse, he explained, was an ad-
vantage only when starting a heavy
load, after thatit would only fatigue
the animal sooner. The object, then,
was obviously an arrangement that)
enabled the horse. to have adj__eg
weight when starting a heavy load
and only its natural weight or less
when moving along with it.

When he had made this clear to
his hearers Mr. Briggs invited them
outside to see a wvehicle equipped
with an automatic arrangement of
the shafts and trace attachments
that accomplished what was wanted.
He showed how the horse hitched to
this could start a heavier load than
with ordinary traces and how the at-
tachment then adjusted itself so
that the horse could travel without
increasing its weight by a pull on
the traces.

The vehicle was placed on an in-
ciined plane, but none present could
start it by pulling on the shafts. By

|taking hold of the .adjustment in-

vented by Mr. Briggs, which ex-
tended ‘along the shaft but joined
the vehicle at a lower point, this
was easily done. It was soon clear
to those present that pulling the
vehicle by Mr. Briggs' appliance was
vastly easier than by the ordinary
method—the shafts.—-Chicago Times.

GREENLAND DOVES.

The Little Auks of the North Pole
Neighborhood. :

A few weeks ago a-very odd-look-
ing bird wgs seen on the ocean beach
at Stoningtons Conn. It is a pity
that it could not have been caught,
instead of being shot as it was, for a
local ornithologist giscovered it to
be a. little ‘auk that had strayed
away from its home within the arctic
circle.

The man who shot it had it mount-
ed, and set it up in his home. Tt is
as big a¢ a full-blown *‘snowball”
lossom, plump as a pullet, with
little, short wings. About its head,
neck and shoulders is a cape of black,
glossy feathers, while its breast is
as white as snow. Its dark wings
are tipped with white patclres, and
its ‘bill is a8 black as .coal. Itis
web-footed, and, from the tip of ‘its
bill to the end of its tail feathers, it
i3 eight inches long.

Lin Arctic waters
Gereenland
the sSuowy

circle,

Mariners who st
call- the little
dove. It especially loves
regiominvested by the arcti
and ornithologists suy tl

1
1

auk the

north pole should ever

flocks of these little i
found in the neighbo hood.

‘In spite of its short wings the
little auk travels through the air
like a rifle-shoty it dives expertly
and can swim <ufder water, It §8
perfecils at home whether afloat op
ashore.. and -when w of (15
faring its hoad underits w!ng
and goes 1o slecp, ‘‘rocked h $h0
cradle of the deep.” It subsists on
fish and small crabs and lays one
egg of a pale greenish blue, likd ‘the

fsnorthers sea.—Golden Days: -

|

PENMANSHIP OF TELEGRAPHERS

A Curious Instance of the Revelations

’ of Handwriting. ‘
“An expert telegrapher can- al:
ways be told by his writing,” said
an operator the other day. ‘‘No
matter how different the writing of
expert operators may be, there is a
similarity that can always be dis-
tinguished by a fellow manipulator
of the keys. It scems that there are
certain muscles of the hand capable
of quicker motion than the others.
A telegrapher who is compelled to
take down thirty to fifty words a
minute develops these muscles and
makes them do most ,of the work.
So the writing of expert operators
has a peculiar resemblance, which is
particularly noticeable to persons
who follow the business. A tel-
egrapher is compelled to adopt &
different style of writing from that
usually taught in schools. In the
latter beauty is what is most de-
sired; in the casé of the telegrapher,
he  must have speed. and  great
speed; too, or he wlll be thrown
aside. The other day a fellow
operator and myself saw a postal
card. I had only glanced at it when I
remarked that it was the writing of
a man who had once been a telegraph
gperator. My companion agreed,
and further suggested, that he had
received his education in a railroad
office, inasmuch as he dated his postal
in the right-hand corner, whereas a
commercial operator always writes
the date in the left-hand corner, as
the blanks are.made in that form.
Yes, and he has been a bookkeeper;
for, although the figures in the table
given were written hastily, they
were written on perfect lines, added
my friend. This all came from our
noticing the class distinctign in the
writing of a telegrapher® As there
was no name signed to the postal, it
merely giving a list of shipments,
we were anxious to find out whether
our judgment was correct. We
asked the man who received it who
had wnitten it. He gave the name
of a now prominent business man
who began life as a messenger in a
railroad office, then became a itele-
grapher, next was given a position
of trust where bookkeeping was one
of his duties, finally launching out
for himself in a line entirely foreign
to railroading or bookkeeping. The
characteristics that had crept into
his writing during his early training
were still visible. We had guessed
the history of the man fromhis writ-
ing.”—Pittsburgh Dispatch.
ORI R S

DECEITFUL AND DEADLY.

A Harmless Appearing But Fatal Weapon
Used in Mexico.

Harry Armitage, an old Mexican
traveler, was in St. Louis the other
day on his way to New York, and as
he passed up and down the platform of
the Union station hechatted with a Re-
public reporter. Natprally the con-
versation turned upon the unsettled
condition of that country and the
guerrilla warfare that is being waged
against the administration by the
mountain people. During this conver-
sation he suddenly drew from his
pocket an object that to all outward
appearance was nothing more than an
ordinary match box.

As he passed it'over to the’ reporter
for inspection, he said: ‘‘Do you know
that you have in your hands the most

THE BOX. THE TUBK. '

villainous weapen I have ever seen in
all my travels. That little silver box
contains enough poison to cause the
death of a thousand men. If you will
touch that little spring just below the
lid—Ah! You have it.

“Now, notice that protrusion. That
is the tusk of the great diamond-back
rattlesnake, one of the family of ven-
omous reptiles so common in the moun-
tains of western United States and

Mexico. » ;

“If you will glance at its point you
will find that it is slit and that an am-
berlike matter exudes from it.

“That amber-colored matter is the
venom of the reptile, taken from its
venom sack, and the Mexicans set
these tusks in those handsomely carved
silver boxes, and the Mexican ladies
carry them as a®means of defense
against anyone who dares to insult or
molest them. One &eratch from the
point of that terrible tusk means an
inoculation of the most deadly virus
known to man. The person so inocu-
lated will die a horrible death within
seven or eight hours after regeiving
the ‘wound and not know what has
cauged his death:for toall appearances
it is just the scratch of a pin or needle.

“In the hands of an unscrupulotis
person it would be, productive of more
evil than a-whole battery of guns I
purchased it from an old Mexican hag
in Durango, and I suppose she had
gtolen it from cowne ludy of caste, but
I never have socn o0 thing to equal iy
psa death-dealing i trument.”

—“What's your son Josiar doin’?”
gaid a -neighbor to Farmer Begosh.
“Wall,? was the reply, ‘‘he thinks he’s
digein’ bait, but he's makin’ garden.”-
Washington Star.
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|GROGERIES

by trading
with

«iPete ‘Holthouse

@gunaspmuaesoons:e}

are coming ol

in daily
in spite
of the

hard times.

We have

a larger stock

to select {rom,

than any time before
with prices to suit the

“Times.”

Gunﬂrmg[igg Suits!

The most attracti\%c line
in the city ﬁo select your
Boys Confirming Suits from.
At remarkable
Low Prices. :

(2™(Call and gee them.

GROCERIES

I

This
“establiehed
business
house enjoys
a trade
\second
to none
inthe city.

Donovan
s &

y
Bremerkambp,
(SUCCESSORS TO DONOVAN & COFFEE.) ‘

Everything

* intheline
of
household
necessities
are to be
found there

Customers are treated with courtesy and affabihty.
Their stock of goods are always

FRESH AND COMPLETE.

of all kinds sold at
ROCK BOTTOM PRICES.

Cash Paid for Butter and Eggs.

True domestic
economy will
be practiced

| &b

East Side ot Second

Street, Decatur, Ind.

The Lyon & Healy

Organ is the best and most

salable

Organ ofthe Day

Organs sold on Instafiment Payments ét

Low Figures.

SEND FOR -CATALOGUE.

FRED. K. SHAFER, Agt.

BERNE, IND.

.

PRICE!:

These are all Clean, Perfect, Beautiful Biblés of our own make. Some of
them contain the Sacred Text only; others are-profuscly illustrated, and con-
Catalogue containing full

description sent free op application,

tain Concordance, Bible Dictionary, Maps, etc, etc,

‘A GENUINE OFFER OF *STRAIGHT GOODS.”

IN ORDER 70 REDUCE STOCK, WE OFFER

FOR A LIMITED TIME, ANY .

FAMILY - BIBLE

IN OUR SPLENDID LIST FOR .

ONE-HALF CATALOGUE PRICE.

- Bend for Descriptive Catalogue. . Select the Book you want. Inclose with your arder,
- ONE-HALF the Catalogue price, and we will send your Bible by express, not prepaid,

THIS OFFER WILL POSITIVELY BE WITHDRAWN MAY Tst,

_. Pure White Lead the desirad s!

0 TR IR

is complete
in every regpect.
HATS and CAPS '
in various
different stylkes
and colors.

TAILOR-MADE-CLOTHING!

We carry an immense
line of Piece Goods

"1 in Foreign

and Domestic
Patterns

and Styles,

Come in
and select

N

early.

ZPETE HOLTHOUSE & 00,7

HE bestinvestment

in real estate is to keep build.

ings well painted. Paint-protects
the house and saves repairs. You

for want of paint. The rule should

be, .though, “the best paint O
none.”” That means

Strictly P
t y. ure\

N

You cannot afford to use cheap

faz'nts. ‘To be sure of getting Strict-

y Pure White Lead, look at the
brand ; any of these are safe:

‘“ Anchor,” ‘“Southern,”

llEckstam’” “'Red.seal’”

“Kentucky,” “ Collier.”

For CoLors.—National Lead Co.’s
Pure White Lead Tinting Colors.

These colors are sold in one-pound cans, each
can being sufficient to tint 2 unds of Strictly

de; theg are in
no sense ready-mixed paiats, but a com| ination
of perfectly pure colors in the handiest form to
tint Strictly Pure White Lead.

A d many thousgm:lh dﬂlars hat\)r:o lEmen
saved property-owners by having our on
paintln%bg%ed cyolor—card. Send us a postal card
and get both free, 4

NATIONAL LEAD CO., New York.

Cincinnati Branch,
Seventh and Freeman Avenue, Cincinnati.

The Human Electrical Forces!

How They Control the Organs
of the Body.

Tho electrical force of the human body, as
the nerve fluid may be termed, is an espe=
slally attrattive department of science, asit

exerts so marked an influence on the healfh
of the organs of the body. Nerve force is
produced by the brain and conveyed by
means of the nerves to the various organs of
the body, thussupplying the latter with the
vitality necéssary to in- :
syre their health. - The
pneumogastric nerve, as-
shown here, may be said
to.he the most important
of the entire nerve sys-
tem, as it supplies the
heart, lungs, stomach,
bowels, etc., with the
nerve force necessary to
keep them active and
healthy. As will be seen
by the cutthe long nerve
descending from the
base of the brain and
terminating in the bow=
pls is the pneumogastric,
while the numerous lit-
tle branches supa;ly ~the
heart, lungs and stom-
ach with necessary vi=
tallity, -~ When ths brain
becomes in anﬁ"rwa{ dis-
ordered b itability
or exhaustion, the nerve
force which it ‘supplies '
Islossened, and the or-
rgans recelvlnf the di-
minighed supp P(rarocon-
sequently weakened.
siclans generall

LI B., has given the
to the study of this su
discoveries concerning it are due to his efforts
" Dr. Miles' ‘Restorative Nevvine, the un

cater part of his lifo

gtlncl le that all nervous an
ifficulties originaté from disorders of the
- Poese disordars Js. testified %0 1Y th in
these rders is testified to ousands
every part of the land. e 1 -‘Jn?w
Restorative Nervine cul eppl
ness,

nervous rosgm bigy
nal'd_eblﬂty. t. V]
is free from 1

sometimes Wa'n't.'to sell—many a ™
good 'house has remained unsold

: fail to recognize. .
the Importance of this fact, buf treat the =
prganitself instead of the cause of the trouble -
The noted sPecia.llst. Franklin Mileg, M. D,

ect, aud the prineipal

“valed brain and nerve food, bp&epgred on the

ts wondertul success incuring
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