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Among the distinguished guests
tirst to arrive were Judge Baneroft,
Cyrus W. Field and Admiral Wor-
den, who took seats directly in front
of the clerk’s desk. Among the guests
who, at an early hour, occupied seats
upon the floor, were General Schenck
and Governors Hoyt, of Pennsylva-
nia; Foster, of Ohio; Hamilton, of
Maryland, and Bigelow, of Connecti-
cut. At 10:30 Generals Sherman,
Sheridan, Hancock, Howard

and Rodgers entered and were as-
signed seats to the left of the speak-

er's desk, and a few moments later|

the members of the diplomatic corps

in full regalia, were ushered in, head- |
ed by the Hawaiian minister, as dean |

of the corps. Theirbrilliant costumes
only served to throw into stronger re-
lief the dark attire of the members of
congress who sat immediately behina
them. The supreme court of the dis-
trict, headed by Marshal Heury,
were the nextarrivals. Dr. Bliss was
also in attendance. Mrs. Blaine oc-
cupied a front seat in the gallery re-
served for friends of the president.

At precisely 12 o'clock the house
was called to order by Speaker Keifer
and prayer offered by the chaplain.

The speaker then said: “This day
has been dedicated, by action of the
two houses of congress, to hold ser-
vices in conmemoration
and death of James Abram Garfield,
late president of the United States.
This house is now assembled and
ready to perform its part.”

The resolutions setting apart to-day
for the memorial services were then
read by Clerk McPherson.

At 12:10 the senate was announced,
and all rose as the senators headed by
the officers entered and took the seats
assigned them. )

They were followed by the chief
justice and associate justices of the
supreme court dressed in their robes
of office.

Again the assembed multitude arose
as the president of the United States
and his ecabinet were announced.
They were accompanied by Senator|
Sherman and Representative Me-
Kinley, chairman of the committee of
arrangements. The president took a

and |
Meigs, and Admirals Ammen, Rogers |

of the life|

[traits, and during his only visit to
Evgland he busied himself in discov-
| ering every trace of his forefathers in

| parish  registries and on ancient
{army  roles. Sitting  with a
friend in the gallery of tae house

{of commons one night after a long
{day’s labor in this field of research,
he said with evident elation that in
every war in which for three cen-
turies patriots of English bloed had
struck sturdy blows for constitutional
government and human liberty his
family had been represented. They
| were at Marston Moor, at Naseby and
Preston; they were at Bunker Hill,
at Saratoga, and at Monmouth, and
{ his own person bad battled for the
same great cause in the war which
| preserved the union of states. Losing
| his father before he was two years old,
| the early life of Garfield was one of
| privation, but its poverty has been
| made indelicately and unjustly prom-
{inent. Thousands of readers have
| imagined him as the ragged, starving
{ child, whose reality too olten greets
| theeye in the squalid sections of our
| large cities. General Garfield’s in-
fancy and youth had none of their
| destitution, none of their pitiful
features appealing to the tender heart
and to the open hand of charity. He
| was a poor boy in the same sense in
[ which Henry (‘lu}' Was a poor boy; in
{ which Andrew

| boy; in which Daniel Webster was a
l poor boy; in the same sense in which
| & large majority of the eminent men
{of America in all generations have
| been poor boys.

Before a great multitude of men in

la public speech Mr. Webster bore this
| testimony : ‘It did not happen to me
born in a log eabin, but my elder

| to be
brothers and sisters were born in a
log cabin, raised amid the snow-
drifts of New Hampshire at a period
|80 early that when the smoke rose
[first from its crude chimney and
| curled over the frozen hills there was
| no similar evidence of a white man’s
habitation between it and the settle-
ments on the rivers of Canada. It
remains still, I make to it an annual
visit. I carry my children to it to
| teach them the hardships endured by
the generations which have gone be-
fore them. I loveto dwelion the ten-

front seat on the right of the presiding der recollections, the kindred ties, the

officer’s chair.

At 12:30 the orator of the day,
James G. Blaine, was announced.

The ceremonies were then opened |
*by a short prayer by Chaplain Power, |
of the house, after which President
Davis said: *This day is dedicated
by congress for the memorial services
on the late president of the United
States, James A. Garfield. I present |

ou Hon. Jas. G. Blaine, who has|
Keen fitly chosen orator for this his-
torical occasion.”

THE ADDRESS.

Mg. PresIDENT: For the second
time in this generation the great de-

artments of the government of the

‘nited Stutes are assembled in the
hall of repre-entatives to do honor to
the memory of & murdered president.
Linecoln fell at the close of a mighty
struggle in which the passions of men
had been deeply stirred. The tragi-
eal termination of his great life added
but another to the lengthened succes-
sion of horror which had marked so
many lintels with the blood of the
first born. Garfield was slain in a
day of peace, when brother had been
reconciled to brother, and when anger
and hate had been banished from the
lana. “Whoever shall hereafter draw
the portrait of murder, if he will show
it has been exhibited, where such ex-
ample was least to have been looked
for, let him not give the grim visage
of Moloch, the brow knitted by re-
venge, the face black with settled
hate, Let him draw rather a deco-
rous, smooth-faced, bloodless demon,
not so much an example of human
nature in its depravity and in its

roxysms of crime as all infernal
g:ing, a fiend in the ordinary dis-
play and development of his charac-
ter.”

From the landing of the pilgrims at
Plymouth till the uprising against
Charles I., about 20,000 emigrants
came from Old England to New Eng-
land. As they came in pursuit of in-
teilectual freedom and ecclesiastical
independence rather than for worldly
honor and profit, the emigration
naturally ceased when the con-
test for religious liberty began
in earnest at home. The
man who struck his most effect-
ive blow for freedom of conscience by
sailing for the colonies in 1620 would
have been accounted a deserter to
leave after 1640. The opportunities
had then come on the soil of England

early affections, and the touching
narratives and incidents which min-
gle with all.”’

I know of this primitive family
abode, with the requisit change of
scene, the same words would aptly
portray the earlf‘ days of Garfield.
The poverty of the frontier, where all
are engaged in a common struggle
and where a common sympathy and
hearty cooperation lighten the bur-
bens of each, is a very different pov-
erty—different in kind, different 1n
influence and eftect from that con-

scious and humiliating indigence
which is every day forced
to contrast itself with neigh-

bering wealth, on which it feels a
sense of grinding dependence. The
poverty of the frontier is indeed no
poverty. Itis but the befuming of
wealth, and has the boundless possi-
bilities of the future always opening
before it. No man ever grew up in
the agricultural regions of the west,
where a house-raising or even a corn-
husking is matter of common interest
aund helpfulness, with another feeling
than that of broad-minded, generous
iNdependence. This honorable inde-
pendence marked the youth of Gar-
field as it marks the youth of millions
of the best blood and brain now train-
ing for the future citizenship and fu-
ture government of therepublic. Gar-
field was born heir to. land, to the
title of freeholder, which has been
the patent and passport of self-respect
with the Anglo-Saxon race ever since
Hengist and Horsa landed on the
shores of England. Hisadventure on
the canal, and alternative between
that and the deck of a Lake Erie
schooner, was s farmer boy’s device
for earning money, just as the New
England lad begins a possibly great
career by sailing before the mast on a
merchantman bound to tlzafarther
India or to the China seas. No manly
man feels anything of shame
in looking back to early
struggles with adverse cireumstances,

and no man feels a worthier pride
than when he conquers the obstacles

in his progress. But no one of nuble

mold desires to be- looked upon as

having occupied a menial position, as

having been repressed by a feeling of
inferiority, or as having suffered the

evils of poverty until relief was found

at the hand of charity. General Gar-

field’s youth presented no _hardships

which family love and family energy

for that great contest which establish-
egl".the ugnthorny of parliament, gave
religious freedom to the ple, sent
Charles to the  “Ck, an committed
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did not overcome, subjected him to no

rivations which he did not cheerful-
and left no memories save

t.
timhioh were recalled with des

The story was gathered 1n by i

ackson was a poor

lel in the history of the country.

Garfield’s army life was begun with
uo other military knowledge than
such as he had hastily gained from
books in the few months preceding
his mareh to the field. Stepping from
civil life to the head of a regiment, the
first order he received when ready to
cross the Ohio was to assume com-
mand of a brigade and to operate as
an independent force in eastern Ken-
tucky. His immediate auty was to
check theadvance of Humphrey Mar-
shall, who was marching down the
Big Sandy with the intention of oc-
cupying, in connection with other
Contederate forces, the entire terri-
tory of Kentucky, and of precipitat-
ing the State into secession. This was
at the close of the year 1851. Seldom
if ever has a young college professor
been thrown into a more embarrass-
ing and discouraging position. He
knew just enough of military science,
as he expressed it himself, to measure
the extent of his ignorance, and with
a handful of men he was marching in
rough winter weather into a strange
¢ountry, among a hostile pepulation,
to confront a largely superior force
under the command of a distinguished
graduate of West Point, who had
seen active and important service in
two preceding wars. The result of
the campaign is a matter of history.
The skill, the endurance, the extra-
ordinary energy shown by Gartfield,
the courage he imparted to his men,
raw and untried as himself; the
measures he adopted to increase his
oree and to inerease in the enemy’s
mind exaggerated estimates of his
numbers, bore perfect truit in the
routing of Marshall, the ¢capture of his
camp, the disposition of his force,
and the emancipation of an impor-
tant territory from the control of the
rebels. Coming at the close of the
long series of disasters to the Union
arms, Garfield's victory had an an-
usual and extraneons importance, and
in the popular judgment elevated the
young commander to the rank of a
military hero. Wit less than 2,000
men in his entire command, with a
mobilized force of only 1,050, without
cannon, he had met an army of 5,000
and defeated them,driving Marshall’s
forces successfully from two strong-
ho!ds of their own selection, fortified
with abundant artillery. Maj.-Gen.
Buell, commanding the department
of the Ohio, an experienced and able
soldier of the regular army, publish-
ed an order of thanks .and congratu-
lations on the brilliant result of the
Big Sandy campaign, which would
have turned the head of a less cool
and sensible man than Garfield.
Buell dévlared that his services had
callea into action the highest qualities
of a soldier, and President Lincoln
supplemented these words of praise
by the more substantial reward of a
brigadier-general’s commission, to
bear date from the day of his decisive
victory over Marshall.

The snbsequent military career of
Garfield fully sustained its brilliant
beginning. With his new commis-
sion he was assigned to the «éﬁmmaud
of a brigade in the army of the Ohio,
and took part in the second and deis-
ive day’s fight in the great battle ol
Shiloh.

The remainder of the year 1862 was
not espeeially eventful fo Garfield, as
it was not to the armies with which
he was serving. His practical sense
was e¢alled into exercise in contempla-
ting the task assigned him by Gen.
Buell of reconstructing bridges and
re-establishing lines of railway com-
munieation for the army. His oceu-
pation in this useful but not brilliant
field was varied by service on courts-
martial of importance, in which de-
partment of duty he won a valuable
reputation, attracting the notice and
securing the approval of the able and
eminent judge-advocate general of
the army. That of itself was warrant
to honorable fame, for among the
great men who in those trying days
gave themselyes, with entire devo-
tion, to the service of their country,
one who brought to that service the
respect, learning, the most fervid elo-
quence, the most varied attainments,
who in the day of triumph sat reserv-
ed, and silent, and grateful “as Fran-
cis Deak in the hourof Hungary’s de-
liverance,”’ was Joseph Holt, of Ken-
tucky, and in his honorable retire-
ment enjoys the respect and venera-
tion of all who loye the union of the

states. &7 s
Early in 1863 Garfieid was assigned
to the highly important and responsi-
ble post of chief of stafl to General
Rosecrans, then at the head of the
Army of the Cumberland. Perhagf
in a great military campaign no su
ordinate officer requires sounder judg-
ment aund quicker knowledge of men
than the chief of staff te the com-
manding general. Anindiscreet man
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could at that time be of especial value
in the house of representatives. He
resigned his comiission of major-
general on the 5th day of December,
1863, and took his seat in the house of
representatives on the 7th. He had
served two years and four months in
the army, aud had just completed his
32d year.

The thirty-eighth congress is prom-
inently entitled in history to the de-
signation of the war congress. Tt was
elected while the war was flagrant,
and every member was choseu upon
the issues involved in the continu-
ance of the struggle. The thirty-
seventh congress had indeed legislat-
ed toa large extent on war measures,
but 1t was chosen before any one be-
lieved that secession of the states
would be actually attempted. The
magnitnde of the work which fell
upon its successor was unprecedented
both in respect to the vast sum of
monev raised for the support of the
army and navy and of the new and
extraordinary powers of legislation
which it was forced to exercise. Only
twenty -four states were represeunted,
and 182 members were upon its rolls.
Among these were many distinguish-
ed party leaders on both sides—vete-
rans in the public service, with estab-
lished reputations for ability, and
with that skill that ecomes from par-
liamentary experience. Into this
assemblage of men Garfield entered
without special preparation, and it
might almost be said, unexpected'y.
The question of taking command of a
division of troops under General
Thomas or taking his seat in congress
was kept open until the last momen
—so late, indeed, that the resignation
of his military commission and his
appearance in ths house were almost
contemporaneous. He wore the
uniform of a major gen-
eral of the United States army on
Saturday, and on Monday in civil-
ian’s dress he answered to the roll
call as a representative in congress
from the state of Ohio. He was es-
pecially fortunate in the constituen-
cy which elected him. Descended al-
most entirely from New England
stock, the men of the Ashtabula dis-
trict were intensely radical on all
questions relating to human rights.
well educated, thrifty, thoroughly inm -
telligent in aftairs, acutely discerning
of character, not quick tu bestow con-
fidence and slow to withdraw it, they
were at once the most helpful and
most exacting of supporters. Their
tenacious trust in men in whom they
have once ennfided is illustrated by
the unparalleled fact that Elisha
Whittlesey, Joshua R. Giddings, and
James A. Garfield represented the
district for fifty-folir years. There is
no test of a man’s ability in any de-
partment of public life more severe
than service in the house of represen-
tatives; there is no place where so
little deference is paid to reputation
previously acquired, or to eminence
won outside; no place where so little
consideration is shown for the feel-
ings or failures of beginners. What a
man gains in the house he gains by
sheer force of his own character, and,
if he loses and falls back, he must ex-
pect no mercy and will receive no
symypathy. Itisa fieldin which the
survival of the strongest is
the recognized rule, and where no
pretense can be derived and no glam-
our can mislead. The real man is
discovered, his worth is impartially
weighed, his rank is irrevoeably de-
cided. With possibly a single excep-
tion, Garfield was the youngest mem-
ber in the house when he entered,
and was but seven years from his col-
lege graduation; but he had not been
in his seat sixty days before his ability
was recognized and his place conceded.
He stepped to the front with the con-
fidence of one who belonged there;
the house was crowded with strong
men of both parties; nineteen of them
have since been transferred to the
senate, and mauy of them have served
with distinetion in the gubernatorial
chairs of their respective states and
on foreign missions of great conse-
quence. But among all none grew so
rapidly, none so firmly, as Garfield.
As is said by Teyelan of his parlia-
mentar{ hero, Garfield succeeded be-
cause all the world in concert could
not have kept him in the background,
and because, when once in the
front, he played nis part with a
prompt intrepidity and a commanding
ease that were but the outward sym-
toms of the immense reserves of ener-
v on which it was in his power te
raw. Indeed, the apparently re-
served force which Garfield possessed
was one of his great characteristics.
He never did so well but that it
seemed he could easily have done
better. He never expended so much
strength but that he seemed to be
holding additional power at call.

He gave careful and systematic
study to public questions, he came to
every discussin 1 which he took
part with elaborate and complete
preparations. He was a steady and
indefatigable worker. Those who im-
agine that talent of genius can supply
the place or achieve the results of la-
bor will find no encouragement in
Garfleld’s life. In preliminary work
he was apt, rapid, and skillful. He
possessed in high degree the power of
readily absorbing ideas and facts, and,
like Dr. Johnson, had the art of get-
ting from a book all that was of value
in it by a reading apparently so quick
and cursory that it seemed like a
mere glance at the table of contents.
He'was pre-eminently a fair and can-
did man; indebate he took no petty
advantage, stooped to no unworthy
methods, avoided persopal allusion,
rarely appealed to prejudice, did not
seek to inflame passion. He had a
quicker eye for the strong point of
his adversary than for his weak point,
and on his own side he so marshaled
his weighty arguments as to
make his hearers forget any possi-
ble lack in the complete strength
of his position. He had a habit of
stating his opponent’s side with such
amplitude of fairness and such liber-
ality of concession that his followers
often complained that he was giving
his case away. Butnever in his pro-
longed participation in the proceed-
ings in the house did he give his case
away or fail, in the judgment of com-
petent and impartial list ‘ners, to gain
the n.astery. These characteristics
which marked Garfield as a great de-
bater did not, however, make him a
gr at parliamentary leader. A par-
liamentary ieader, as that term is un-
derstood wherever free representative
government exists, is necessarily and
very strictly the organ of his party.
An ardent American defined the in-
stinctive warmth of patriotism when
he offered the toast, *'Our country, al-
ways right, but right or wrong, our
country.” The parliamentary leader
who has a body of followers that
wil! do, and dare, and die for the
cause s one who believed his party
always right, but, right or wrong, is
for his party. No more important or
exacting duty devolved upon him
than the selection of the field and the
time for contest. He must know not
merely how to strike, but where to
strike and when to strike. He often
skillfully avoids the strength of his
opponent’s position and scatters con-
fusion in his ranks by attacking an
exposed point, wheu really the right-
eousness of the cause and the strength
of the logical intrenchment are
against him. He conquers often both
against the right and the heavy bat-
talions, as when young Charles Fox,
in the days of his tory sm, carried the
house of commons against justice,
against immemorial rights, against
his own convictions—if, indeed, at
that period Fox had convictions, and
in the interests of a corrupt adminis-
tration, in obedience to a tyrannieal
sovereign, drove Wilkes from the seat
to which the electors of Middlesex
had chosen him, and installed Lut-
trell in defiance not merely of law but
of public decency. For an achieve-
ment of that kind Garfield was dis-
qualified—disqualified by the texture
of his mind, by the honesty cf his
heart, by his con cience, and by ev-
ery instinct and aspiration of his
nature. The three most dis-
tinguished parliamentary leaders
hitherto developed in this coun-
try are Mr. Clay, Mr. Douglas,
and Thaddeus Stevens. Each was a
man of consummate ability, of great
earnestness, of intense personality,
differingjwidely each from the others,
and yet with a signal trait in com-
mon—the power to command. In
the give and take of daily discussion;
in the art of controlling and consoli-
dating reluctant and refractory fol-
lowers; in the skill to overcome all
forms of opposition and to meet with
competency and courage the varying
phases of unlooked for assault or un-
suspected defection, it would be diffi-
cult to rank with these a fourth name
in all our congressional history. But
of these Mr. Clay was the greatest.
It would, perhaps, be impossible to
find in the parliamentary annals of
the world a parallel to Mr. Clay in
1841, when at 64 years of age he took

the president who had received their
suffrages, against the power of Web-
ster in the cabinet, against the elo-
quence of Choate in the senate
against the herculean efforts of Caleb
Cushing and Henry A. Wise in the
house. In unshared leadership, in
the pride and plentitude of power, he
hurled against John ’l‘}‘;ler with deep-
est seorn the mass of that conquering
column which had swept over the
land in 1840, and drove his adminis-

remembered the |
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tration to seek shelter behind the

the control of the Whig party fruml

are numerous, many of them bril-
liant, ail of them: well studied, care-
fully phrased, and exhaustive of the
subject,under consideration, Collec-
ted from the scattered pages of ninety
royal octavo volumes of congressional
records, they would present an inval-
uable compendium of the politieal
history of the most important era
through which the national govern-
ment has ever passed. When the
history of this period shall be impar-
tially writter;, when war, legislation,
measures of reconstruction, proteetion
of human rights, amendments to the
constitution, maintenance of public
credit, steps towards specie resump-
tion, true theories of revenue may be
reviewed unsurrounded by prejudice
and disconnected from partisanism,
the speeches of Garfield will be esti-
mated at their true value, and will
be found to comprise a vast magazine
of fact and argument of clear analysis
and sound couclusion. Indced, if no
other authority were accessible his
speeches in the house of representa-
tives from December 1803, to June,
1880, would give a well connected his-
tory and complete defense of the im-
portant legislation of the seventeen
eventful years that constitute his par-
lianmentary life far beyvond that his
speeches would be found to forecast
many great measures yet to be com-
pleted—measures which he knew
were beyond the public opinion of the
hour, but which he contidently be-
lieved would secure popular approval
within the period of his own lifetime,
and the aid of his voice to have sign-
ed his political death-warrant. They
remembered also the hot-tempered ef-
fusion by which General Scott lost a
large share of his popularity before
his nomination, and the un-
fortunate speeches which rapid-
ly  consumed the remainder.
I'he younger voters had seen Mr.
Greeley in a series of vigorous and
original addresses preparing the path-
way for his own defeat. %umiudful
of these warnings, unheeding the ad-
vice of friends, Garfield spoke to large
crowds as he journeyed to and fro from
New York in August, to a great mul-
titude in that city, to delegations and
deputations of every kind that called

at Mentor, during the summer and
autumn, With 1nnumerable crities
watehful and eager to catch a

phrase that might be turned into
odium or ridicule, or a sentence that
might be distorted to his own or his
party’s injury, Gartield did not trip
or halt in any one of his seventy
speeches. This seems all the more
remarkable when it is remembered
that he did not write what he said
and yet spoke with such Ingical con-
secutiveness of thought and such ad-
mirable precision of phrase as to defy
the accident of misreport and the ma-
lignity of misrepresentation.

In the beginning of his presidential
life Garfield’s experience did not yield
him pleasure or satisfaction. The du-
ties that engross so large a portion of
the president’s time were distastefui
to him, and were unfavorably con-
trasted with his legislative work.

He was earnestly seeking some prac-
tical way of correcting the evils aiis-
ing from the distribution of over-
grown and un #iedy patronage—evils
always appre-iated and often dis-
cussed by him, but whose magnitude
had been more deeply impressed upon
his mind since his accession to the
presidency. Had he lived, a compre-
hensive improvement in the modes of
appointment and in the tenure
of office would have been pro-
posed by him, and, with the
aid of congress, no doubt perfected.
But, while many of the executive
duties were not grateful to him, he
was assiduous and conscientious in
their discharge. From the very out-
set he exhibited administrative talent
of a high order. He grasped the helm
of office with the hand of a master.
In this respect, indeed, he constantly
surprised many who were not most in-
timately associated with him in the
government, and especiaily those who
feared he might be lacking in the ex-
ecutive faculty. His disposition of
business was orderly and rapid; his
power of analysis and his skill in
classification enabled him to dispatch
a vast mass of detail with singular
promptness and ease; his cabinet
| meetings were admirably conducted;
his clear presentation of official sub-
| jeets, his well-considered suggestions
| 'of topies on which discussion was in-
| vitea, his quick decision when all had
heard, combined to show a thorough-

| ness of mental training as rare as his
| natural ability and _his facile adapta-
|tion to a new and enlarged field of

labor.

The eulogy was concluded at 1:50

.m.

-pOn motion of Mr. MeKinley, the
house, as a further mark of respect,
adjourned.

Morrow, of Buena Vista, was
Eugene Mo row, of Buena Vista, was
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