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| Objectors To S
' Reorganization Ta

Errors Filed
By Oi)jector's

the North Adams ‘ school board,
and the South Adams school

board.
Still Months From Ruling

The North Adams-South Ad-
ams school reorganization case is
now before the Indiana supreme
court, with the plaintiffs, Robert
J. Rice, et al, filing an assign-
ment of errors on March 25, the
final day.

The plaintiffs now have 30 days
in which to file a brief, which
will contain detailed information
on the errors which they allege
happened in the long suit which
was heard in the Adams, Wells,
and finally Huntington court, with
a Jay and Blackford judge thrown
in for good measure.

DeVeoss Handles Suit

North #dams community
schools attorney - John DeVoss
will handle the case of North Ad-
ams; Severin H. Schurger won

lower court case before the
court. aided a

fered his records.

The suit was " originally filed
against the school reorganization
board, now pretty well defunct;

After the plaintiffs file their
brief, the defendants have 30
days in which to file their brief;
then the high court would set
time for oral arguments, and de-
cide the case. If the group loses
again, they may still appeal the
case to the U. S. supreme court,
it they feel that a constitutional
question is involved. Meanwhile,
North and South Adams Commun-
ity Schools confinue to operate.

The supreme court office in In-
dianapolis was closed Good Fri-
day and Saturday, and -just sent
notification for arrival late Mon-
day. It has been supposed that
the group would not carry the
case any further, because the In-
diana supreme court ruled most

‘aspects of the law constitutional

in the school city of Kendallville
case, decided Dec. 20, 1963, just
three days after the anti-reorgan-
ization group filed its petition
for a 90day extension, giving
them until March 25 to appeal.
Included with the present fil-

The Adams county planning com-
misgion heard an hour-long pre-
sentation by Gerwin K. Rohrbach
president of General Planning and
Résource Consultants, who work
in ‘the area of county, regional
and local planning and urban re-
newal in thé area between the
Alleghenies and the Rocky Moun-
tains.

i Rohrbach was asked to meet
with the local board by David
Brower, of the division of com-
munity planning, Indiana Univer-
sity, the representative of the
federal government in dispensing
the 701 project money, which will
pay half the cost of the county
plan.

At TU Today
The Harvard graduate and Full-
is meeting with
Brewer and other IU officials
today. Brower will then inform the
local board if they recommend
the St. Louis-based company to
_finish up the Adams county plan,

“—and-get—the -local comimission in

operation. The local board will
then meet, and decide if they want
to hire General, or not.

General- Planning would replace
Metropolitan Planners as the con-
sulting agency, if hired. Harry
Sheridan, of Metropolitan, an-
nounced Feb. 26 that he would
have to withdraw from all five
federal projects, because he is
understaffed to handle the re-
quirements, i

Worked with Sheridan .

Rohrbach explained that he had
worked with Sheridan on many
projects, and regarded him as an
outstanding engineer. The base
maps prepared by Sheridan have
already been approved, with cer-
tain other tables. These would be
kept. If hired, Rohrbach explain-
ed, he would review the rest of
the material prepared so far, he
and another member’of his firm
would spend several days out in
the county, talking with .its peo-
ple and getting the ‘‘feel” of the
county and area.

Rohrbach. gave each person
present a brochure explaining
about the background of his com-
pany, with the qualifications for
each officer and staff member. It
listed many of the projects on
which his company  has worked

" or-js. working, and showed how

“many- of the situations, such as

~ Plan Commission
- Has Presentation

&

Randolph county, Ill., compare
closely with Adams county.

He explained that they frequent-
ly stay a number of days in a
community, since they work in
states covering the broad midwest
area.

How He Operates

Rohrbach told how they had
worked with one city, about the
size of Berne, that was along the
Mississippi river. The river fre-
quently flooded the town, so they
had built a huge dike, higher than
most of the homes in the city, to
close out the river. While drawing
up the plan for the city, he was
able to show them that the river
was a valuable asset. He showed
them how they could have a small
lake, with an outlet into the river,
right in their town, for boats,
commerce, etc. They decided that
they wanted it, and where they
wanted it, -and-most of the adults
in the city were finally involved in
drawing -up--the-plan, - which--was

‘then their plan, and a living part

of the city.

He stressed that if hired, he
would ask the county committee to
get all the information before all
the people, to .form committees
to work out every phase of the
program. It was to be unique pro-
gram that will fit Adams county
into the growth pattern of the
United States and will suit its
own particular , needs.

Involves Every Person

The planning process of involv-

ing every. . citizen, so that they .

‘can_see that planning is as im-

portant a function as any other
governmental” operation was care-
fully explained.

Rohrbach stated that the pro-
cess by which planning is accom-
plished, and Adams county mad‘g
a moving part of the country
growth and economy, is to be
stressed, and that when the county
hires a county planner, he will
work to make him a-working plan-
ner, out every day among the
people, not a map reader stuck
away in a dusty county office.
'The entire board was present
before Rohrbach finished his hour-
long presentation. He was intro-
duced by planning commission at-
torney Lewis L. Smith, following
a brief review of the purpose of
the meeting by plan commission
chairman, Williami F. Schnepf.

ing was a complete transcript of
the new voluminous lower court
case. Thomas D. Logan and
Clarence R. McNabb are surmis-
ed to be still representing the
plaintiffs, who are trying to dis-
solve the North Adams Comamun-
ity school system. If the system
is dissolved, it is not known ex-
actly what will happen, since the
old school systems no longer
exist, VA

The suit was decided in Hunt
ington circuit court last July 3,
when the judge there dissolved
the injunction against creation of
the North and South Adams com-
munity schools. On July 10 the
motion for a new trial by the
plaintiffs was overruled, opening
the way for the appeal to the In-

“diana supreme -court.

Started in 1959

The 1959 legislature -authorized
the reorganization of all the
school districts in the state, and
Oct. 17, 1959, Judge Myles F.
Parrish appointed the Adams
county committee.

June 20, 1961, August Selking,
chairman of the committee, re-
ceived a letter from the state
committee granting them an ex-
tension until Oct. 17, 1961, to file
the final plan.

Oct. 2, 1961, certain of the plain-
tiffs filed recommendations for
changes in-the proposed plan, and
the committee had to take
to consider the proposals.

Submitted Plan in 1
The county’s plan wag
ed to the state com Deg.
13, 1961. d Feb,
2, 1962, the stdte comhittee ap-
roved the Adams county plan as

proposed.

March 9, 1962, the county com-
mittee ' requested Judge Parrish
to issue a call for a special elec-
tion May 8. March 13 the judge
issued the call, and ordered the
notices published.

The first motion, to vacate the
court entry calling the election,
was filed by Robert J. Rice, et al,
March 26, 1962. On March 27
Judge Parrish set the case for
hearing on April 2; on March 30
the defendants filed their cerfi-
fied report of polling and’ voting
places for the special election.

On April 2 the court heard the
evidence, and took it under ad-
visement, and on April 6 over-
ruled the motion. - No appeal was
taken by the plaintiffs. ;

; More Maneuvers

On April 11 a temporary writ of
prohibition was filed in the Ad-
ams circuit court, followed by a
notice of May 2 that the supreme

Schumacher Rites
Thursday Morning

william ‘J. Schumacher, 79, life-
long resident of Decatur, died
suddenly of a heart attack at
11:30 o’clock Monday morning at
his home, 614 South Fifth street.
Although he had been in. failing
health, his death was unexpected.

Mr. Schumacher retired a num-
ber -of -years ago- from-the Gen--
eral Electric Co., and previously
was employed by Lose Bros. for
many years.

He was born in Decatur Feb.

19, 1885, a son of Frank and
Phoebe Keipper-Schumacher, and
was married to Miss Minnie M. _
Blauvelt May 24, 1910.
_ Mr. Schumacher was a member
of St. Mary’s Catholic church, the
Holy Name society, and was
Fourth Degree member of the
Knights of Columbus.

* Surviving in addition to his
wife are two daughters, Mrs.
Lawrence (Margaret) Beal and
Mrs. James {Catheripe) Murphy,
both of Decatur; six grandchil-
dren; five great-grandchildren;
one sister, Mrs., Curtis Moser of
Decatur, and one brother, Fr
(Shucks) Schumacher of Lafay-
ette. Two sisters and one broth-
er preceded him in death.

Funeral services will be held at
9:30 a.m. Thursday at St. Mary's
Catholic church, with the Rt. Rev,
Msgr. Simeon Schmitt officiat-
ing. Burial will be in the Catho-
lic cemetery. The body was re-
moved to the Gillig & Doan fun-
eral home, where friends may
call after 7 p.m. today until
time of the services. The rosary
will be recited at 8 p.m. Wed-
nesday. - The Fourth Degree K.
C. will post an honor guard at
the funeral home from 7 to 9 p.m.
Wednesday, and will serve as
honorary pallbearers. :
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The election was held May 8,
and carried in favor of the-reé-
organization. On June 2 the
proofs of publication of notices
and results of the election were
filed.

Meanwhile, on April 26, Robert
J. Rice, et al, filed a complaint
for injunction and = restraining
order vs. the election board to

try to stop the election, and re:

questedp:rﬂshchaue'of venue from
J ¥ ¥
%—- Denies Injunction *
On May 2 Judge Burl V. White-
man, of the Jay circuit court, as-
sumed jurisdiction, Judge White-
(Continued on Page Threeé)

Studying Needs Of
Berne Fire Victims

The Red Cross investigation. of
those persons  left homeless by
the Easter Sunday fire in* Berne
is continuing today, acrvording to
officials of the local Red Cross
chapter. :

Those persons residing in . the
apartments destroyed by the fire
are Mr. and Mrs, David Crider
man, Mr. and Mrs. Amos Lind-
sey, and Bernard Krall ¥

Each of the above named lost
all possessions in the fire which

e A e B
— and nearly all Berne
men — were attending Easter-
services.

None of the families had any
young children, as was previously
reported. Which families, if any,
are covered by insurance is not
known. The Red Cross investi-
gation is being continued today
in an. effort to discover what
the chapter may do to aid the
fire victims.

3 - Break Out
" Berne fire chief Alfred Clauser
sajd late Monday - afternoon that
on ‘several occasions during the
day small fires had broke out
amid the rubble, but were quick-
ly extinguished.

The next step will be removal
of the rubble that remains as evi-
dence of the blaze that destroyed
four apartments, a vacant apart-
mient,  two ‘stores 'and heavily
damaged a third 'store.

No decision was known yet
Monday on whether or not the
east wall of the Stucky depart-
ment store would have to bé torn
down. The wall was weakened
greatly by thé fire, and may
have to be knocked down as a
precautionary = measure. The
decision will probably be up to a
representative of the state fire
marshal’s office.

French Twp. First
To Complete Drive

French township was the first
to_complete its Red Cross drive
this -year,going - “‘over the top”

“‘with —$242:35, compared to its

goal of $220, John B. Faurote,
Red Cross rural fund: drive co-
chairman, announced this morn-

The final report included 10
sections, with three 100% scc-
tions, Faurote said. The earth-
quake disaster, and Berne fire,
with help going out through the

-Red Cross, has increased the av-

erage size of gifts, Faurote stat-

ed.
Preble Next |
Close behind French ‘township

“is Preble township, with 22 of 24

sections reported. St. Mary’s,
with 11 of 18, is next, and Blwe
Creek with 17 ‘of 24, and Wash-
ington with 25 of 36, are close be-
hind.
Faurote urged every solicitor
and township or area chairman to
redouble his efforts to wind up
the drive now as quickly as pos-
sible. March is Red Cross
month, and the drive should be
completed by the end of the
month, when" possible.

; Frénch Report

Reporting from French towne
ship =~ were: Marjorie Minnich,

$12, 100%; Mrs. Martin Kipfer,
Sec. 9, %13, 100%; Mrs. Roy
Sprunger, Sec. 12, $5, Sec. 13, $7;
Howard Bluhm, Sec. 21, $4, 100% ;

Mrs. Don Moser, Sec. 22, $3; Mrs.”

(Contlmiegl on Page Four)
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Reflectorized road markers for
of Adams county’s- 551 in-
tersections moved a step closer
to reality Monday when the Ad-
ams county commissioners exam-
ined a type of sign offered by one
company, Associated Sign &
Post Co., of Muncie.

The aluminum green and white
signs are 20 inches wide and six
inches high. They have alum-
inum mountings and would be
mounted on the top of metal
poles. The signs would be cne
on top of the other.

Numbering Undecided

The commissioners examined
the signs, and stated that they
also have geveral other K makes
under consideration.

The numbering system has not
yet been decided.on. The com-
missioners at present seem 1o
prefer the Purdue type system,
with 100 N, 100 S, 100 E and 100
W, etc., type of signs, while the
county highway superintendent,
Lawrence Noll, and county engi-
neer, Walter Gilliom, prefer the
more simple system of number
which the highway system and
maps now include, 1, 2, 3, 24, 25,

26, etc.
Make Wishes Known
County residents, and those

who have used different num-
bering and naming systems, are
invited to write the Adams coun-
ty commissioners at the court
house and explain any system
they - favor or
reasons for each. The commis-
sioners have had one estimate of
$8,000 to buy and erect signs, and
they wish to please as many peo-
ple as possible,- and avoid any
change in the future, since it
would involvé expensive duplica-
tion.

The - commissioners : ‘are also
interested in getting a sign that is
least likely fo be damaged by
malicious youths, a problem that
has increased with the availabil-
ity- of autos to young men: who
seem to have plenty of extra
energy, and frequently spend it
causing very expensive damage
to road signs, and other county
highway property, adding dol-
lars to the tax roll every year.

One particular - type of sign;
discussed above, will be on dis-
; in the Decatur Daily Demo-
"#rat window for a ‘week or so,

11 announced, so that those in-
terested may see it.

;Aﬂendance Contest |
Planned By Lions

The attendance contest to be
sponsored by 'the Decatur Lions
club during April and May is
ready to go, according to an an-
nouncement at Monday evening’s
meeting. The club has been di-
vided into teams, one captained
by Herman Krueckeberg and the
other by Jack Gordon. Lions are
on notice that if they fail to show
up at meetings without notifying
their captain they may expect to
be pestered by telephone calls
and visits.

Also during the business meet-
ing, a letter was read from the
leader dog center explaining how
a local club ean secure a leader

dog for a blind person. As part .

of the procedure the blind pérson
is expected to go through a per-
jod of training with the dog at
the dog training school under
careful supervision, since it is
considered absolutely necessary
_that the blind person and leader
dog be well acquainted with each
other before they start out on
their own. :

It was reported that six local
Lions have signed up to attend
the district convention in Al-
bion next Sunday.

Attention of all Lions is directed
—to—the fact-that -there -will-be-a—

meeting of the club next Mon-
day evening due to the fact the
Wildcat baseball meeting which
had been set for next week has
been rescheduled for a later date.
Cancer Film Shown

The evening’s program was de-
voted to lung cancer due to
smoking cigarettes. - Robert Holt-
house; program ~chairman, in-
troduced Mrs. Doyle Collier, pres-
ident of the Adams county chap-
ter of the American Cancer so-
ciety and her assistant, Mrs.
Robert Krueckeberg. Before pre-
senting the society’s film on lung
cancer due to smoking cigarettes,
Mrs. Collier explained that giving
such a program was part of the
Indiana Society’s RES program.
She said “R stands for research;
E stands for education; and S
stands for service. Under the
R part the society has given
around $3,000 vearly to Indiana
and Purdue Universities for re-
search. Under the E part the
society is showing films to school
students, especially at the high
and junior high level; and ' she
noted the film shown to the Lions
is being shown at every high
school in the county. Under the S
part the society provides drugs
and transportation‘to cancer cen-
iters to those in need of such serv-
ces. o

“The film left little doubt that

(Continyed on Page 3)
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[Reflctoized Road | Charles J. Miler
|| Markers Discussed | Dies Last Evening

Charles iJ. . Miller, 76, well
known tur ‘man and lifelong
resident of Adams county, died
at 8:30 p.m, Monday at the Ad-
ams county memorial hospital,
where he had been a patient for
the past week. He had been in
failing health for some time,

Born in Adams county Sept. 23,
1887, he was a son of Mathias and
Mary Ackerman-Miller, and was
married to Miss Bertha Steig-
meyer June 11, 1912,

Mr. Miller was employed for
years at the General Electric Co.
plant in this city until his retire-
ment a number of years ago.

He was a member of St. Mary's
Catholic church, the Holy Name
society, Third Order of St. Fran-
cis, Fourth Degree Knights of
Columbus, of which he -was a
past grand knight.

Surviving are his wife; four
sons, Marcellus Miller of Lima,
0., Leo Miller of Orange, Calif.,
and Donald R. and Eugene L.
Miller, both of Decatur; three
daughters, Mrs. Robert (Lucille)
Rumschlag, Mrs. Paul (Dorothy)
Wiseman, and Mrs. Wayne (Cel-
este) Peterson, all- of Decatur;
one sister, Mrs. Anna Meyers of
Avilla; three brothers, Frank,
‘Bernard and Egmrd Miller, all
of Fort Wayne; 25 grandchildren
and  fiv great-grandchildren.
Three children preceded him in
death.

Funeral services will be con-
ducted at 9:30 a.m. Friday at St.
Mary’s Catholic church, with the
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Simeon Schmitt
officiating. Burial will be in the
Catholic cemetery. .The body
was removed to the Gillig &
Doan funeral - home, . where
friends may call after 7 p.m.
Wednesday until time of the ser-
vices. The Third Order of St.
Francis will recite the rosary at
7:30 p.m. Thursday, followed« by
the Holy Name society at 8 p.m.
The Fourth Degree K. C. will
post an honor guard at the fun-
eral home from 7 to 9 p.m.
Thursday and will act as honor-
ary pallbearers. Nephews of Mr.
Miller will be active pallbearers.

Attendarice Officer

Harvey L. Haggard, a long-time
teacher in Adams county,
been named to fill the term of
Mrs. Mildred Foley as county at-
tendance officer, it was announc-
ed this morning by Gail M. Gra-
bill, Philip Souder and Claren
Neuenschwander, superintendents
of the North Adams, Adams Cen-
tral and South Adams school cor-
porations. 5

The three superintendnts, who
made the appointment, made the
announcement today. Haggard
will replace Mrs. Foley, who has
been appointed the new bailiff of
the Adams circuit court. Hag-
gard’s appointment is effective
Wednesc'lay.

Although it is up to the super-
intendents of the three school
corporations to make the appoint-
ment, the county attendance of-
ficer's salary and mileage will
be paid by a county appropria-
tion, made by the oners.

Veteran Teacher

Haggard is ‘a .veteram school
teacher, retiring last year after
completing 45 years in the pro-
fession. He is a native of Ad-
ams county and was instructor
in social studies at Adams Cen-
tral high schoool prior to his re-
tirement at the end of the 1962-
63 school year.

The new attendance officer
joined the staff of Kirkland high
school in 1943 and taught in that
school until Adams Central was
organized in 1949. After the con-
solidation of Kirkland, Monroe

“and Washington township schools,
he began-as-the -high-schoel so-—

cial-studies instructor.

He began teaching in the Mon-
roe township grade school, where
he taught for five years. Hag-
gard was a teacher in Mon-
mouth, St. Mary’s township,
Waynedale and Petroleum high
school before coming to the Kirk-
land school in 1943.

In addition to his teaching un-
til last spring, he has been en-
gaged in the life insurance field
on a part-time basis for the
past 30 years.

Reception Tonight
Following Concert

Mrs. Sherman Stucky, president
of the Adams county Civic Music
Association, announced today

that a reception for the member-
ship will be held immediately fol-

lowing fonight’s concert at the-De-..

E‘atl;l‘ Youth and Commpnity
INDIANA WEATHER

. Clearing and cold tonight.
Wednesday partly cloudy and
slightly warmer. Low tonight
18 to 25. High Wednesday
35 to 4. Sunset today 7:08
p.m. Sunrise Wednesday 6:30
-a.m. Outlook for Thursday:
Parily cloudy and warmer.
* aws 28 to 35. Highs in the

SEVEN CENTS

has-

The Adams county commission-
ers and Mayor Carl D. Gerber
discussed two important ques-
tions Monday afternoon:

1. Parking tickets for the coun-
ty commissioners.

2. The city and county dump
problem.

Concerning the first problem,
the county commissioners explain-
ed the problem which they have
in parking near the county court
house on Mondays, when they
meet, or when they are in town
on official business.

Irregular Hours

They arrive after most other bus-
inessmen and officials, and have
no chance to get a “free” parking
place within a reasonable dis-
tance of the court house. They
cannot just stop work, in the
middle of a hearing, or when out
of town in someone else’s vehicle
examining roads and other pro-
blems, and return to put money
in the meter.

The commissioners suggested
that they be allowed to pay by
the year for their parking tickets,
paying the city a set amount, and

returning the tickets to the city &

Col;nty Board ﬁMeets'f
With Mayor Gerber”

and that they were studying i,
together with the costs of the pre-

\
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sent method, and the cost of -

getting a new location.

The commissioners decided to
wait until the city had decided
on what course it will take be-
fore taking further action on a
county dump program, The coun-
ty is presently paying the city
$400 a year for use of the local
dump. e

Present Dump Full :

The preserit dump site is prac-
tically full, and something must
be done soon, Mayor Gerber ex-
plained. The remaining area
will be filled in with street sweep-
ings. .

The mayor stated that. the
city expects to level the new
city parking property this spring
as soon as the weather permits,
stone it, and permit free parking
untii a means of paving and
possibly g it can be set
up that will be paid for from the
parking 'meter’ fund.

‘m‘ om

ty superintendent

policg statioin by mail for audit.’ asked the ¢

Mayor Gerber suggested that
county attorney David A. Mack-
lin write up a proposal, and sub-
mit it to the city board of works.

They discussed the possibility
of not ticketing the commission-
er's cars, but decided that that
would lead to recrimination of
the meter officer by the general
public who would see him passing
by one car to ticket another, and
might even have political reper-

cussions. A
County Dump

The commissioners then asked
the mayor if the city had accept-
ed any of the bids submitted last
Thursday on a new city dump—
garbage sanitary burial program.

Mayor  Gerber explained that
the city had received only the
one bid, which was. for quite a
bit more than they had expected,

Former Local Man

“Found Not Guilty 1

old Van Wert resident, formerly
of Decatur, was found not guilty
on a charge of receiving stolen
goods, by Adams ecircuit court
Judge Myles F. Parrish Monday
afternoon.

Plasterer was arrested August
21, 1963, on the charge, in con-
nection with a burglary at the
Hi-Way service station on N.
Second St., owned by Francis
Ellsworth of Decatur.

Roger D. Death, Decatur,

Ronald E. Myers, 18, formerly of -

near Decatur, and Larry Baum-
gartner, of Decatur, were -also
arrested in connection with the
burglary. Some five automobile
transmissions had been stolen
from the garage.

After prosecutor Severin H. .

Schurger had presented the
state’s - evidence Monday after-
noon, Plasterer’s attorney, D..

|, Burdette Custer of Decatur,

moved the court to find for the”
defendant, After Custer’s closing
argument, Judge Parrish found
Plasterer not guilty.

Plasterer had entered a plea
of not guilty to the charge and
had waived his right to trial,
by jury.

Sheriff Deplores

p—

“This is a very serious thing,”
county sheriff Roger Singleton

said this morning upon revealing

an investigation being conducted

. by his department into a case of

vandalism at the Mt. Pleasan
church in Root township, .

The incident occurred some-
time over the past weekend, and
is believed to have happened
either Friday evening or Sunday
morning of last week. A large

- amount. of -damage was_ done fo..

the church.
“Vandalism is vandalism,” the
sheriff- said, ‘“but entering a

sanctuary is a different thing.”
Objects were thrown through
two  of the church windows, a
brick being used by the vandals
-to throw through one of the win-

/doOwsS.

Séveral items were pulled away

from the church pulpit and a -

Bible marker was discovered
about a half-mile from the
church, laying in the road. Books
and records in the base of the
pulpit were strewn about., the
church building.

Glass from the broken windows
was also strewn about the church.
ghe ﬂ;: t:m-ough " s

uc a investigation
of the incident, _ ;
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Church Vandalism |

Following ‘Mayor Gerber, coun-




