
Churches Involved

In Racial Problems
..By LOUIS CASSELS

—

United Press International

“Organized religion has thus

far played a relatively minor role

in the struggle for racial justice
in America.”

Those words were written, by
this reporter, a little more th

six months ago.

They are no longer true.

Today, .churches and syna-

gogues are deeply involved in the

fight against discrimination.

Protestant, Catholic and Jewish

organizations are working togeth-
er to muster public support for

passage of civil rights legislation.
Ministers, priests and rabbis

are marching alongside Ne-

groes in. non-violent demonstra-

tions against segregation. Some

have gone to jail.
In Washinton, Chicago, Detroit

and many other communities, •tri-
faith councils have been estab-

lished to promote equality of op-

portunity in employment and

housing.

During the past few weeks, at

least 30 Catholic bishops have is-

sued pastoral letters attacking

segregation as an unchristian

denial of the dignity which God

has conferred on every human
creature.

The presiding bishop of the

Episcopal Church has appealed to

all Episcopalians to walk picket
lines, give money to Negro or-

ganizations, and otherwise dem-

onstrate the church’s “identifica-

tion with those who are victims

of oppression
’’

The United Presbyterian Church

has created a “Commission on

Religion and Race” to stir Pres-

byterian laymen into emulating

the example of their chief execu-

tive officer, Dr. Eugene Carson

Blake, who was arrested July 4

for participating in a protest

against segregation.

The Synagogue Council of Amer-

ica has set up a “task
t
force” of

rabbis, who are avilable for pick-
eting duty and protest marches.

The National Council of Church-

es is urging white Christians —

both clergy and laymen—to join
the “March on Washington” which

Negro organizations have sched-

uled for Aug. 28.

List is Lengthy
The list could run on and on.

A similar ferment of activity is

under way in many religious or-

ganizations besides those named.

Not all of their white members
are happy about it. In fact, some

are quite vocally unhappy to see

the church “taking sides” in a

social revolution.

Religious leaders are well
aware that commitment to the

Negroes cause may cost churches

and synagogues a few members

and a great deal of financial sup-

port.

They say, however, that the

time has come for religious in-

stitutions to pay whatever price
is necessary to demonstrate the

sincerity of their conviction that

God created all men, regardless
of race or color, with equal rights
and dignity.

This "damn-the-torpedoes” spir-
it was expressed in a recent

statement by the general board
of the National Council of church-

es. It said:
“Now is the time for action-

even costly action that may jeop-
ardize the organizational goals
and institutional structures of the
church.”

What is the Cause?

What caused church and syna-

gogue leaders to move suddenly

from timidity to bold action on

racial problems?
Three factors seem to have con-

tributed.
One was the National Confer-

ence on Religion and Race held in

Chicago last January. It was the

first time in history that Protes-

tants, Catholics and Jews had met

together to examine their role in

race relations. They went away

from the meeting with a deep
sense of shame about the past

record, and a joint determination
to prove that religion is neither

indifferent nor irrelevent to what

they called “America’s number

one moral problem.”
Close on the heels of the Chi-

cago meeting came the demon-

strations against segregation in

Birmingham, Ala. The already-
sore consciences of . many white

Christians and Jews were sharp-
ly pricked by the spectacle of

Negroes being doused by fire
hoses, attacked by police dogs,
and herded into jails.

Negro Patience Exhausted
The nationwide wave of demon-

strations which followed Birming-
ham was the clincher. Religious
leaders realized that Negro, pa-

tience was exhausted, and that it
was no longer a question of
whether racial barriers should
come down rapidly or gradually,
but a question of whether they
would come down peacefully or

violently.
"Birmingham and what followed

has confronted the nation with a

near-revolution by Negro citi-

zens,” said Mathew Ahmann, ex-

ecutive director of the National
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Science has increased your

life expectancy. You can

make the later years your

most carefree years by as-

suring yourself of a life-

time retirement income

through New York Life’s low

premium Whole Life insur-

ance.

Whole Life is the ideal way

to supplement income from

your other life insurance pol-
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Rural Churches
MONROE METHODIST CHURCH

Charles E. Elam, Pastor •

9:30 a. m. Morning Worship.
There will be no Children’s Choirs

during month of August.

10:30 a. m. Church School.

12:30 p. m. Youth will leave for

Senior Institute at Epworth Forest.

6:30 p. m. Jr. High M. Y. F.

No evening services.

WEDNESDAY

8:00 p.m. Mid-week services with

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Nussbaum

as leaders. Topic is "Isiah.”

PLEASANT MILLS METHODIST

Joseph Gibson, Pastor

Sunday school at 9:30’ a.m .

Divine Worship service at 10:30.

Pleasant Dale Church
of the Brethren.

Dolar Ritchey, pastor

Sunday School 9:00. Oscar Geisel,
superintendent.

Director of Children’s Work,
Barbara Barger.

Morning Worship 10:00. Sermon

subject,” The Tragedy of an

Empty Life ”

Prayer meeting

Wednesday evening 7:30.

Pleasant Mills Baptist Chuch

Lowell Noll, S. S. Supt.

9:30 a.m. Sunday School.

Help keep up the attendance

during this vacation period.
Read II Chronicles.

ST. PAUL MISSIONARY CHURCH

(2 Mi. East and 2 Mi. North of

Monroe)

Robert R. Welch, pastor

9:15 Morning Worship
10:15 Sunday School

WEDNESDAY
7:30 Prayer ana Bible Study
7:30 M.Y.F. and Chldrens Bible

Hour

RIVARRE U.B. CIRCUIT

Stanley Neuenschwander, pastor

MT. VICTORY

Chambler Brodbeck, S. S. Supt.
Sunday School 9:30

Class Meeting 10:30

YPMB 7:00

Evening Service 7:30

Prayer Meeting, Wed. 8:00

MT. ZION

Roman Sprunger, S. S. Supt.
Sunday School 9:30

Morning Worship 10:30

C. E. ‘ 7:00

Prayer Meeting, Wed. 7:30

Pulitzer Winning X

Poef Dies Suddenly
SEATTLE, Wash. (UPI) —Prof.

Theodore Roethke, 55, a Pulitzer

Prize winning poet, died of a

heart attack Thursday night after

collapsing in a neighbor’s private
swimming pool on Bainbridge Is-

land.

Roethke was stricken on the is-

land across Puget Sound from

here where he and his wife

Beatrice, were living during the

summer while he was writing a

book. —

Hecollapsed hile standing in

shallow water and was immedi-

ately pulled from the pool but

died about 25 minutes later.

Roethke, an English professor
at the University of Washington,
won the Pulitzer Prize for a book

of poetry called “The Waking”
which was published in 1953.

Catholic Conference for Interra-
cial Justice. “It has also confront-
ed religious men with the neces-

sity of choice. The time for re-

ligious fence-sitting is over.

"Neither the Kennedy adminis-

tration, nor massive civil rights

legislation, nor the Supreme

Court, can forge the necessary

national consensus that integra-
tion is a good thing. Only organ-
ized religion can forge this con-

sensus; and it can do so only if

it is willing to go all the way.

"We either accept the leader-

ship that is ours, or we forfeit
the right to be truted.”

~
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Venture of Faith
Lesson for August 4,1963

Bible Material: Genesis 13 through
14.

Devotional Reading: Romans 8:1-8.

CURELY it would be a very ex-

traordinary mortal who would

be remembered with pride nearly
four thousand years after his life-

time. Such a man was Abraham,
honored as a saint in three re-

ligions, Jewish, Mohammedan and

WM <1

Dr. Foreman

Christian. There

is a Mohammed-

an mosque over

the cave where it

is said Abraham

was buried; and

pious Jews used

to write out pray-
ers and drop them

in, presumably
over his tomb. But

Abraham is much

more than a historical curiosity
and a post-mortem saint. The

point is, Why is he so long and so

respectfully remembered? He was

a rich man for his times; he was

a stout desert fighter; he was a

great family man; he was on

equal terms with kings. But he

is not best remembered for these

things. The word that should pop

into any one’s mind if asked what

Abraham was noted for, is Faith.

The faith that says, “I believe"
Faith has various meanings. We

can select three of these and

find that Abraham had all three.

Now Abraham’s faith, of whatever

sort, was centered in God. This

man had some faith in his family,
a little in people outside his fam-

ily, and no doubt some self-con-

fidence. But these are slight mat-

ters, and he is not remembered

for his faith in man. He put his

faith in God. How he came to

know about God when his ances-

tors were worshippers of “other

Gods” as Joshua said (Joshua

24:2), we do not know. What ex-

periences led him to the God for-

gotten or never known by his

fathers before him, the Bible does

not say. But he believed in God,
and God counted it to his credit.

He believed in God in three ways

which are closely related. First

he believed that what God said

was true. God gave him a three-

part promise: first that he should

have a son and many descend-

ants; second that these descend-

ants would “inherit” a place in

the sun, to grow to a nation; and

third (stranger than all) that in

some way he, Abraham, would

be one who would bring a blessing
to the whole world.

Ths faith that says, “Iwill”
~

The reader can think for himself

why all these promises were hard

to believe. But Abraham believed

them because he believed that it

was God, and not some trick of

his own imagination, who had put
the thought, the conviction, into

his mind. How did God speak to
Abraham? Did Abraham hear

God just as you hear voices on the

radio? Did God speak in the Su-

merian language? (Abraham liv-

ed where Sumerian was spoken,
and the Hebrew language had not

then been bom.) We don’t know

about this. What is really impor-
tant is that what God wanted

Abraham to believe, he believed.

It was not only a matter of be-

lieving that God’s promises were

true. He could have believed that

with his eyes shut, dozing over

his supper, without the least dan-

ger in the world. But God called
him into uncertainty and danger.
GO! God said; and Abraham

went. He had flaith that said “You

are right” in the face bf improba-
bilities; he also had the faith that

said “I will”when faced with

hardship and risk. He had a sit-

still consenting faith but he also

had a going faith.

The faith that says, “I believe

what you art”

Abraham believed what God

said, and he was willing to do as

God commanded him, because ht
believed in God. Again we do not
know how he came to this faith.

Perhaps gradually, perhaps all of
a sudden. At any rate we all know
what it is to believe in a person.
You know this person will not lie

,

to you, you know this person will
not try to use you for selfish ad-

vantage. You know that this kind
of person is just not capable of

doing a mean thing. If some one

told you a scandalous story about

him you would know at once it
couldn’t be true. Abraham
had that kind of faith. The number
one thing with him was after

all, believing in God’s promises
and God’s commands. He believed
in God. period. Believing that God
exists is thought by some people
to be the essence of religion, but
it is not. I believe that pipe organs

exist but that does not put one in
my house and it does not make
me a musician. Religion begins
to be religion when we no longer
merely believe something about

God, but personally believe in
Him.
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A Campaign Ta Increase Church Attendance in Adams County

ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE
Sponsored By The Following Advertisers Who Solicit Tour Patronage

UNION CHAPEL EVANGELICAL

UNITED BRETHREN
11 “Serving this Community

for over a Century”
Kenneth P. Angle, Pastor

Tom Gaunt, S. S. Supt.

Devotions for all ages 9:00 a. m.

Bible Stucky 9:10 a. m.

Lesson theme: “The Venture of

Faith.” Scripture Gen. 12:1-9.
Divine Worshiplo:oo a. m.

Duet — “Jacob’s Ladder” Kathy
and Brenda Roughia.

Sermon—“ God’s Mercy.”

Scripture—Psalm 51.

Take note of the early time for
the church school and the morn-

ing worship.
This will continue at this early

hour through the month of August
and including the first Sunday in

September, the Ist.

On September the Bth we will be

on the regular, schedule.

There will be no evenihg services

this Sunday. Newt Sunday, August
11, is visitation Sunday. There will
be no services all day. Plan to

visit another church.

SUNDAY
Senior Youth Conference at Oak-

wood Park. This will continue un-

til Saturday.
WEDNESDAY

No "Good News Club” for the

next two weeks.

Hour of devotions and Bible

Study—7:3o p. m.

THURSDAY

The “Charity Circle” will meet

at 7:30 p. m.

Thought for the week: Today, we

desire rest. But rest can be rest

only in God, and rest in God is be-

lieving in Jesus Christ.

SALEM METHODIST

Joseph Gibson, Pastor

Divine Worship at 9:30 a. m.

Sunday School at 10:20 a. m.

MYF Seniors leave for Camp to-

day.

Prayer meeting and Bible study
Wed. .at B,p. m.

The requests that all

youth going
5
to Senior Institute Sun-

day be at Church to hear the an-

nouncement concerning rules at

camp.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN

Preble

Norman H. Kuck, Pastor

Early service, 8:15 a. tn.

Sunday school, Bible class 9:15

a. m.

Late service 10 a. m.

SALEM UNITED CHURCH

OF CHRIST

H. E. Settlage, Minister

9:00 Sunday School. Classes for

all age groups.
10:00 Worship service. Sermon,

“Followers of God?’

Tuesday 7:30 meeting of the
Women’s Guild.

Wednesday 8:00 meeting erf the
Church Board.

Saturday 10 to 10:45 Children’s
choir rehearsal.

WREN CIRCUIT E. U. B.

A. N. Straley, Pastor

BETHEL

a. m. ’Sunday School.
10:30 a. m. Prayer service.

8:00 p. m. Evening Worship.
Sermon: “Divine Persistence.”

Wednesday 8:00 p. m. W.S.W.S.

Thursday, 8:00 p. m. Prayer
meeting.

WOOD CHAPEL

9:30 a. m. Sunday school.
10:30 a. m. Morning Worship.

Sermon: "Divine Strategy.”
Thursday, 8:30 p. m. Prayer

meeting and Youth Fellowship.

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH '

Friedheim
A. A. Fenner, Pastor

Divine services at 9 and 10.30
a. m. with holy communion in 9

o’clock service.

TUESDAY

Walther Leaguers will meet in
School Hall at 8:00 p. m.

WEDNESDAY

All day quilting by Ladies Aid,

In church parlor with sack lunch.
THURSDAY

School cleaning day, all day, all
ladies urged to take part, men also

needed.

ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH

OF CHRIST
Vera Crui

Robert R. (Meson, Pastor

9:30 a. m. Sunday School.

10:30 a. m. Worship service.

Installation of pastor. . Rev. Hen-

ry G. Kroehler, president of the

Michigan-Indiana Synod, preaching.

ST. LUKE UNITED CHURCH

OF CHRIST

r Honduras

Robert R. Oleson, Pastor

9:00 a. m. Worship service. In-

stallation of pastor. Rev. Henry G.

Kroehler, president of the Michi-

gan-Indiana Synod,
10:00 a. m. Sunday School. Wk

WEDNESDAY 4*

Junior Choir Practice at 6:30 p.m.

Adult Choir Practice at 7:00 p. m.

THIS WEEK’S BIBLE VERSE

"Hath not God chosen the poor

of this world, rich in faith, and

heirs of the kingdom which He

hath promised to them that love

Him’’—James 2:5A

I

GOD'S PROMISES
TO THE POOR

The world is full of poor people
today, and right here in the good
old U. S. A. we have millions of
citizens who are poor as far as

the world’s goods are concerned.

Some are seemingly destitute, even

in this tme of high wages. But

remember, God’s promises are not

just for the well-to-do, or the rich,
but as we search the Scriptures
we find that the choice promises
are to the poor, lor it says, “Hath
not God chosen the poor of this
world?” Some willask, “Why does
God choose the poor of this world?”
We will answer by asking you a

question: “How many humble peo-

ple do you find among the rich?”

Note the words of Paul found in

I Cor. 1:26, “For ye see your call-

ing, brethren, how that not many
wise men after the flesh, not many

mighty, not many noble, are call-

ed.”

How many great men of the

world today are humble followers

of Christ and putting their com-

plete trust in God? Look at .the

great scientists, inventors, fianci-

ers, rulers, kings, presidents. How

many go down on their knees before

God to worship Him in spirit and in

truth? We know there are excep-

tions. For instance, that great

General Douglas MacArthur, who

comes out boldly and gives God

the glory for the -victories in the

South Pacific, and just recently

that wonderful prayer that As-

tronaut Gordon Cooper taped while

passing over the Indian Ocean on

KELLY'S
Fabric-Care Center

Dry Cleaning — Laundry
Fur Storage

Coin Operated Laundry •-

& Dry Cleaning
427 N. 9th St. Decatur

Phone 3-3181

Decatur, Ind.

HAMMOND
FRUIT MKTS., INC.

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables
In Season

240 N. 13th St. Phone 3-3703

Hi-Way Service Station
24 HOUR

WRECKER SERVICE

Body Shop—Complete Garage
Night Phones

Decatur 3-2024 or 3-9368

1013 N. 2nd Decatur 3-2928
Fritz Ellsworth

GE H B E R
i~S~

Sleets furniture
150-152 S. 2nd St.

Phone 3-2602 Decatur

FEDERAL LAND BANK

FARM LOANS

Thomas E. Williams, Mgr.
Rose M. Gase. Field Office Clerk

216 8. 2nd St. Phofft 3-3784

"FOR THE BEST AT
CLAIM TIME”

BURKE
INSURANCE SERVICE

239 N. 11th St. Phone 3-3060

PHOTOGRAPHY
by Dave and Edith Cole

EVERYTHING FOR YOUR
WEDDING.

Portraits Today Are
Priceless Tomorrow.

1409 W. Monroe St, Call 3-3861

JENNIN6S

COUNTRY CHARM

RESTAURANT
Home Style Cooking

A Sunday Dinners

Phone 3-9775
We Cater to Parties.

South on U. 8. 27 1 Mile

his 17th orbit. Yes, and there are

others, but the great majority are

telling what THEY are doing or

what THEIR money is doing to

bring success. Therefore, today as

well as in the days gone by the real

spirit-filled Christians are mostly
to be found among the poor. But

we realize our just being poor is

not the only reason God chooses

us. The Scripture says, because

they “are rich in faith.” Yes, there

is where we made contact with

God. Had faith that God could

save us from our sins through the

blood of Jesus Christ. Had faith
that the Holy Spirit could keep us

out of the sin business. A person

does not have to have an abun-
dance of this world’s goods to be

rich in faith.

Poor people trust God more. The

rich are inclined to trust in their

gold and silver. The rich man or

woman, as a rule, do not have

much time for God and His work.

CLARK W. SMITH

BUILDER

"A Complete Home

Building Service”

Indiana’s leading trailer courts, is

located on highway U. S. 27 near

the south city limits of Decatur,
Ind. A modern laundry, outdoor

playground, new indirect lighting,
picnic area, a recreation building
and a tennis court are provided for
the convenience of the residents.

Phone 3-0825

JOHNSON'S STUDIO
Candid Weddings

Portraits, Commercial,
Baby & Confirmation.

Roll Film Developing-All Kinds
110 S. 10th St. Decatur

Miller’s Grocery
Groceries, Fresh Fruit,

Vegetables, Meat,
Ice Cream

937 N. 2nd St. Phone 3-3307

Fleet-Wing Products

BEAVERS OIL

SERVICE, INC.
Dependable Farm Service

Phone 3-2705

ROTH ELECTRIC
Electric Heat & Wiring
Home Komfort Insulation

FREE ESTIMATES

Phone 6-5161 Monroe, Ind.

QUALITY PRODUCTS,

Plus Courteous,
Prompt Service.

DIAL 3-2561

DECATUR READY-MIX
CORP.

ADAMS COUNTY

Farm Bureau Co-op
Berne - Williams - Monroe

Pleasant Mills - Geneva

Everything in Farm Supplies

Troon's Poultry Market

Fresh Dressed Poultry
Fresh Eggs — Free Delivery

Phone 3-3717

SMITH DRUG 00.

149 N. 2nd St. Phone 3-3614

Your Rexall Drug Store

"I was glad when they
said unto me, Let ns go

into the house of the Lord.”

Psalms 122:1.

REYNOLDS ELECTRIC

FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, 1963
.. b . . - - —

Gillig&Doan
FUNERAL HOME

Thomas N. Sefton, Mgr.

STIEFEL GRAIN CO.
PURINA CHOWS

SEEDS — FERTILIZER

Baby ChixCheck-R -Mixing

HARMAN’S MKT.

GROCERIES - MEATS

PRODUCE

618 Adams St. Decatur

BOWER
"

Jewelry Store

TEEPLE
GENERAL TRUCKING

Daily Service Between

Fort Wayne and Richmond.
Phone 3-2607

STUCKY
FURNITURE CO.

MONROE, IND.

SMITH PURE MILKCO.
Your Local Milk Merchant

Grade "A’A Dairy Products

134 S. 13th at Adams

V. F. Hurst and Son
ORNAMENTAL IRON

WE FINANCE Phone 3-4481
104 N. 15th St.

„ Decatur, Ind,

GAY’S

MOBIL SERVICE

13th and Monroe Sts.

Phone 3-3609

1315 W. Adams Phone 3-2971

The First State Bank
DECATUR, IND.
Established 1883

Member F. D. I. C.

9EESSSSSSEESSSSSSE9SEESSSSES.

Decatur Equipment
Inc.

¦ Sales and Service

fWUB
Hiway 27 North

Phone 3-2904

ADAMS COUNTY

TRAILER SALES, Inc.
NEW and USED

TRAILERS

Decatur, Ind.

803 N. 13th St. Phone 3-3138

LAWSON

Heating — Plumbing
Appliances

Sales and Service

Phone 3-3626 1835 W. Monroe St.

If No Answer Call M539

PRICE MEN’S WEAR
QUALITY CLOTHING

for MEN and BOYS

101 N. 2nd St, Phone 3-4115

tuemhoff
HIWAY 27-33 N.

GUARANTEE-BOND

DECATUR, IND, • Phone 3-2060

THE HI-WAY

TRAILER BOSfc
COURT

.
. . one of Indiana'! leading Trailer Courts, is located on

U. S. 27, near the South edge of Decatur, Ind. A modern
laundry. New modern wash house with dry cleaning
plant, Hair Dryer, TV and 25 Ib. Washers, outdoor play-
ground, new indirect lighting, picnic area, a park store,
and a tennis court, are provided for the convenience of
the residents.

phone 3-9825
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