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A COVERED PATIO adds comfort and convenience to summer fun.

The roof gives protection from rain and the hot mid-day sun, yet

leaves the area open to catch the slightest breeze. Clean-up of

tables and chairs'is kept to a minimum. Where the patio and house

are joined with Thermopane insulating glass sliding doors, inside

and outside furniture can be arranged to give the appearance of a

single, spacious room, perfect for informal entertaining.

Whether a family room, kitchen

or patio, it’s that “extra” bit of

livability you build into it that

adds stLmuch to everyday enjoy-

ment. In the case of a family

room it might be a fireplace with

a built-in barbecue: in the kitchen

it could mean precious work coun-

ter space, while for the patio now-

adays it often means a roof.

Roofed patios have gained in

popularity as families turn to more

outside activities during the fine

v eather. points out Otto F. Wenz-

ler, nrchitectual consultant of Lib-

bey-Owens-Ford Glass Company.

“Fy covering the patio its use-

fulness is almost doubled. The

living area is hcltered from the

blazing summer sun. yet open to

catch any cooling breeze,” he ex-

plained. “Furnishings can be plac-
ed much the same way as they
would be in a regular room to

give a closely-knit outdoor living

unit which is protected from all

but the most driving rains. Clean-

up of tables, ehairs and benches

is kept at a minimum through-

out the season and the need to

move things 'indoors during a wet

spell is practically eliminated.”

A COVERED PATIO comes

in handy when entertaining if larg-

er numbers of people are involved

than the house will comfortably

'Fixed Costs' Can be Shaved

To Stretch Household Budgets
"There really is no such thing as

a ‘fixed cost’ in your family bud-

get." say the editors of Better Hdifies

& Gardens. "Some of the expenses

often referred to as fixed are actu-

ally highly elastic-you can squeeze

them fpr dollars you need elsewhere

in your family spending.”
In the monthly "Family Money

Questions Answered" section, the

editors list ten places in the family

budget that ought to be examined
for money leaks. Items incfuded are

life insurance, finance charges, food

bills, heating costs, recreation, car

expenses, income taxes, and savings.

Os particular interest to home own-

ers is cost of heating.

“Don’t heat the whole out-of-

doors,” advise the editors. "If you

suspect your heating costs are un-

usually high, ask your utilityor fuel

supplier to compare your bills with

those for homes of similar size and

construction in your neighborhood.
Then have an insulation contractor

give you an estimate of the cost for

adequate insulation and weather

stripping. You may find that the

likelyfuel savings in the first year

or two will pay for the job.”
The most common method of in-

sulating an existing house ade-

quately is by “blowing.”Insulation

contractaffi use air pressure to force

miner Jwnol through flexible hoses

intdexlbrior walls and atiic floors.

The home owner himself can install

batts or blankets of mineral wool in

unfinished walls, open attic floors,

and floors over crawl spaces and un-

heated porches or garages.

Other family money management

suggestions offered by Better Homes 1
& Gardens include;

‘-7Iff

Husband-an<l-wife team installs

mineral wool batts in ceiling of

new home before workmen com-

plete house, to save labor costs

now and fuel costs for years.
—

=

Insurance. Concentrate insurance

on the breadwinner and pay for it

annually instead of monthly. This

can save about 8 per cent.

•Installment debts. Avoid install-

ment buying and “revolving”

charge accounts. Revolving accounts

carry true interest rates of 12 to 22

per cent or more.

Food. Costs for meat and com-
,

'

mercial desserts run jam high. Keep .
meat costs down by buying in 5

season, and by buying less costly

grades and larger cuts of meat.

Savings. Use E-bonds, stocks, and

mutual funds
_

for long-range sav-

ings—they provide good return only
if held five to ten years or longer.
Save regularly and compare bank

; interest rates in your area and out

‘ of state. Rates vary.

Covered Patio Adds To Comfort Os Outdoor Living
hold. When the patio is joined to

the house with Thermopane in-

sulating glass sliding doors. many

home owners plan the patio and

adjacent room as one. Indoor and

outdoor furniture is arranged to

make both areas function ( as a

single living unit. People can move

freely from one to the other as if

they were in the same room. Un-

expected summer showers can’t

dampen the fun, either, and even

outdoor grilling can go on under

the protection of the roof.

Many homes today are built to

include a roofed patio as part of

the original plan, Mr. Wenzler

noted. However, 'it’s a relatively

simple matter to add one by

means of either conventional wood

construction or by erecting one of

the fabricated types available. The

latter are light-weight, easily in-

stalled and can be chosen to match

or contrast with the color of the

house.

“WHEN CONSIDERING adding
a patio roof, it pays to plan be-

yond your immediate needs,” the

architect advises. “Many times

roofing in a patio proves to be the

first step in adding a complete
glassed-in-room as family needs

for more year-around living space

increase. Therefore, to get fußl
value for your initial investment,

the roof should be built in such ‘a

way that it will serve as the cover

for the permanent room when the

time comes, and addpt to the addi-

tion of walls without major struc-

tural changes. If indications

point to this eventual need, home-

owners are wise to seek the ad-

vice of an architect or competent

builder in choosing the type of

roof they build.”
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DESIGN C-1822. Stone and shingle contrasts highlight the exterior

of this ranch house and the gable roof forms a covered porch at the

entry. A wrought iron rail forms a foyer as you enter and there’s

the advantage of good traffic circulation that frees living and dining
rooms from use except for family and guest occasions. A smart

fireplace separates living and dining areas and there are exposed
brick walls to dramatize each room. The kitchen and family room

combination is most popular with a family with growing children.

Three bedrooms, a dual bath and a master lavatory complete the

house which has 1,251 square feet. For further information on De-
sign C-1822 write to Illustrated Publications, Inc., 117 West 48th

Street, New York 36, N. Y.

Here** a Page From the Home Gardener** Handbook —

Each Garden Mulch Has A Purpose
BY ALLEN SWENSON 1

Written For

Newspaper Enterprise Assn.
I

Spring and summer mulching of

gardens, trees and new lawns

saves work and improves plant
growth, if done correctly. Mulch-

’es of organic matter, plastic or

even stones or gravel, can be high-

ly useful. Here are some simple
ideas to make them work'well for

you:
For tree® and shrubs, renew

the mulch several inches deep

every spring and again in the

fall. Mulch saves moisture, con-

trols weeds and builds good top-
soil. Peat moss 'is good in show

areas; the soft brown color is an

attractive contract to green leaves

and bark. It is excellent for acid-

loving .plants such as azaleas, rho-

dodendrons and laurel. Leaves can

be left around trees surrounded by
shrubs for cheap mulch. A lay-
er of pebbles or gravel several

inches deep may make an excel-

lent mulch in heavy traffic areas.

For flower beds, peat moss, pine

needles, cocoa bean hulls, ground

bark and vermiculite are attrac-

tive. In less traveled spots, sug-

ar cane bagasse, sawdust, chopped

leaves, ground corncobs and shav-

ings can also be used. You can

cover these less attractive mater-

ials with peat moss or ground
bark.

New lawn seedings are

best covered with straw or
M

salt hay. These are easy to

remove after the grass has

sprouted. They save moisture,

control erosion and reduce

weed sprouting. Use one inch

of straw or bay and remove

after grass is an inch tall.

Small fruits benefit greatly from

mulch, as most of them have shal-

low roots. On strawberries, saw-

dust, sugar cane bagasse, peat

moss and buckwheat hulls make

good year-around mulch. Part of a

straw or salt hay mulch covering
for winter can be left between the

plants each spring. Black plastic
is good for strawferries. For cane

berries, any of these materials is

good, plus wood chips, grass clip-

pings or leaves. For blue ber-

ries, sawdust is an ideal mulch.

Like peat moss, it helps keep the

soil acid, as blueberries, prefer
¦t.

For vegetables, any mulch-

ing material I except wood

chips or grayGl works well.

When you" use slow - rotting

mulches such as sawdust, peat

moss, wood chips and sugar cane

bagasse, adds some nitrogen fer-

tilizer to prevent loss of nitrogen

as they decompose. Use a hand-

ful of two of high-nitrogen lawn or

garden fertilizer to mix with each

bushel of mulch.

For blueberries, azaleas, laurel,

rhododendron and other acid-lov-

ing plants, use only a nitrogen
fertilizer that is highly acid form-

ing, such, as ammonium sulfate

or the special organic fertilizers

designed for these plants.
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| MULCH TREE’S IN I
I' » LAWN WITH PEAT L i

I OR WOODCHIPS. EITHER Ip. I

SAVES MOWING TIME I

| AROUND TREES. |
KEEP BERRIES WELLMULCHEDt

| TO SAVEMOISTURE, STOP
1 W££D COMPETITION. ttSfl
I SALT HAT, GRASS
I CLIPPINGS. STRAW I

PEATMOSS OR f
CORNCOB. J| h •

STRAW OR SALT 11
I HAT HELPS NEW
I r\EAWN SEEDINGS

I GET STARTED. I
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LASTING
and

FIRE - SAFE

CONSTRUCTION

INCLUDE

YOST
READYMIX
CONCRETE

IN YOUR

BUILDING

PLANS!

10% Discount

CONCRETE

Order . . ,

YOST’S

CRUSHED GRAVEL

FOR YOUR

DRIVEWAY NOW!

YOST
GRAVEL

READYMIX, INC.

PHONE 3-3114
R.R. 1. Decatur, Ind.
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PLANNING LANDSCAPING to reduce upkeep can mean more

leisure hours during hot summer days. Using curbing to cut down

trimming, planting ground cover in hard-to-cut areas, and adding

raised beds for flowers that need extra care are a few time-saving
ideas. Notice that plants near these Parallel-O-Grey plate glass

sliding doors are varieties which grow close to the ground and do

not block the view.

LET US INSTALL AN

AMERICAN FURNACE
buy from us J’*1*' 1 '*i

with » i
wh *“

Willi
I air conditioner

CONFIDENCE i FREE ESTIMATES!

Look for this emblem

I esss’ I
itm U- /I

ELECTRIC
HEATING COOLING —-- PLUMBING

I»J HAIKillAIR CONDITIONING
IIMVIII%HEATING
209 N. 13th Street Phone 3-3316

Plan Landscaping CareWly
,

*

To Insure Easy Maintenance
If you are planning to do some

landscaping' this spring, keep an

eye on those hot summer days
ahead and make improvements
that will keep maintenance at a

minimum and leave you time to

enjoy the fruits of ’ your labor. i
A common shortcoming in lan-

scrape planning is the tendency to-

become too elaborate. Too many

flower beds, shrubs and trees can

detract from the appearance of

both the house and the lot, as well

as adding hours of work in weed;
ing,, cutting and trimming each

week. On the other hand, a simple
well planned yard can give the de-

sired results at less expense and

for a fraction of the upkeep.
FOR EXAMPLE, mowing will

be a lot easier if you avoid sharp
corners which require pushing and

pulling the mower to get around

them. Use brick mowing strips

along paved areas, and add curb-

ing to minimize trimming.
Put any plants that require con-

siderable tending in raised beds so'

they will be easier to reach with-

out bending. If the lot includes

some difficult terrain such as a 1

rough hill, use a ground cover

such as myrtle, and do the same

under hny trees which shed fruit
to avoid constant clean-up.

In laying the lawn use a good,

rich soil base so the grass will

have a chance to grow without

constant attention. The same is

true of soil used in flower beds.

Where there is heavy foot traffic

oh the lawn, pave the pathways
but keep level with the cultivated

surfaces so it will be easier to

move wheeled quipment. Have

enough electric and water outlets

handy to avoid criss-crossing the

lawn with hard-to-manage ho:p
and cords.

When locating shrubs, trees, etc.,
consider what the finished land-

scaping wiH look like from inside

the house as well as from the

street, advise designers of Libbey-

Owens-Ford Glass Company.

PICTURE WINDOWS and Iloor-

to-ceiling glass walls are making
the landscaping an important part
of everyday living, they say, and

it should be arranged for enjoy-
able viewing from the house.

Any plants or shrubs near the

house should be varieties which

grow close to the ground to avoid

'blocking the view. One or two

jjeds of colorful flowers should be

placed away from the house so

they are readily visible from the

windows.

GOOD INSULATOR
A cross section of a Douglas

fir board seen through a micro-

scope is made up of many thou-

sands of Hing cel’s Jhat make up

the form of the wood, and in ad-

dition countless tiny air cells which
combine to make wood one of the

greatest of natural insulators.

LOW COST

One of the least expensive of all
wall surfaces is wood paneling,
which is easily obtained in sawn

wood boards, generally tongue and

groove fashioned. Once finished

it will last for many years Without

further care. »

MORE THINGS

Wood does more things well than

any other substance. It is the

door of the house, the heat of the

hearth, the board of the table, the

frame of the bed and the reed

of the cradle, to mention only a

few uses.

NO SWEAT

Those seeking a friendly bath*

room in durable woods like west-

ern red cedar now find that, by

Hiving the panel boards an ep*

plication of priming paint' onthe-

back. they can prevent moisture,

absorption.

COLD FLOORS RISKY

Cold, drafty floors are a health
hazard cautious mothers hate, since :

they can’t keep children from play-
ing on them. But they can keep the
floors warm and draft-free all win- :
ter long if the house is properly
insulated with mineral wool.

IT’S SO QUICK AND EASY TO GET RID OF GARBAGE!

Have a wonderful work-saving

GAS INCINERATOR
I TJ installed right in your home!

Company
NORTHERN INDIANA PUBLIC COMPANY

THE DECATUR DAILY DEMOCRAT, DECATUR. INDIANA MONDAY, JUNE 17, 1963

RUB QUICKLY
The end grain of wood absorbs

stains so rapidly that care must

be taken to prevent the wood from

getting too dark. Best method,

says the National Paint, Varnish

& Lacquer Association, is to brush

the stain on and then rub it off

Immediately with a cloth. On oth-
"

W furniture the 'stain
can be permitted to stand until the

desired shade has been attained

and then be rubbed off.

TIME COUNTS

While the traditional advice to

home decorators is to use a warm

color in rooms with northern or

eastern exposure and cool colors

in rooms facing south or west,

take into consideration the hours

during which the room is most

likely to be used. The National

Paint, Varnish & Lacquer Assoc-

iation says that these recommen-

dations are valid if the main use

will be in daylight hours, but if

the rooms will be used only under

artificial illumination, disregard
these principles and use the colors

you prefer.

LOW UPKEEP

Tow coats of varnish or lac-

quer, either clear or tinted, ap-

plied to wood paneling walls such

as west coast hemlock or Douglas
fir will provide almost mainten-

ance free surface.

WOOD IDEAL

The ideal natural insulating ma-

terial is wood, and the ideal home

is one which is built of wood.

An inch of wood has the insulat-

ing value of one foot of brick
and 18 inches of concrete.

WIDEN NARROW HALL

An attractive way to widen a nar-

row hall is to use wallpaper with an

airy trellis pattern. At doorways,
use louver doors of ponderosa pine
spray-painted a brilliant color.

They’ll give a feeling of depth and

willbreak up the long hall lines.

NAMES’ THE SAME

The names given to paint col-

ors are not scientific ones; they
have been chosen by the various

paint companies for their sales

appeal. Thus one company's
“Chinese red” may not be identical
to another paint with the same

name made by another firm. The

National Paint, Varnish & Lac-

quer Association says that when

you are trying to duplicate a paint
colors you have previously used

or one which you have seen at a

friend’s home, stick to the same

brand if you want an exact repro-
duction.

FURTHER-

MORE..P
GENERAL

ELECTRIC

fwHOUTf
Ihouml

. .

1 J Air

Conditioning
ENHANCES

THE VALUE

OF YOUR

HOME 99

CALL US

TODAY

FOR DETAILS

AND FOR SURVEY

ASHBAUCHERS'
TIN SHOP

Established 1915

116 N. Ist 81. Phone 3-2615
Decatar. Ind.
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It's So Easy....
to Build with

DECATUR READY-MIX CONCRETE

JUST CALL3-2561
and

WE POUR
the proper Mix to Meet

your specifications.

DECATUR

READY-MIX CORP.
E. OAK & FORNAX STS. DECATUR, IND.
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