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i Where Are We Going?

"It takes all the running you can do to keep in the

. same place. If you want to get somewhere else, you
must run at least twice as fast as that!” This was the
advice from the Queen to Alice in the humorous satire,

“Alice in Wonderland.” And it's very good advice.

Many people think that Decatur cap “stand
still” or resist progress and change. It cannot. The
city will change, just as the people in it grow up,
mature, get jobs, have families, become grandpar-
ents, grow old, and firally die.

Many people think that a “no’change” Decatur
would be a good place to live. But would it, even
if it were possible?

Parents want their children to find jobs in this city,
or at least nearby. But unless the city grows, expand-
ing local opporunity, the children will have to look else-
where for their employment. How many young people,
talented, educated, and badly needed in Decatur, have
left us to search for “greener pastures” and better jobs?

Decatur can make the jobs available locally, It can
be done by a serious program of building in Decatur the
attributes that growing companies desire in a factory
location. :

It can be done by building in the minds of local peo-
ple the desire and interest in growing, becoming better,

and improving.

But just “keeping up” with the other Jones-
burgs around this area is not progress. It is, as the
Queen told Alice, necessary to run at least twice as
fast. ;

The Decatur Chamber of Commerce is meeting July
18 to discuss some things which may help bring about
needed changes in Decatur, Members are urged to.at-
tend and give their views.

Talk has also circulated about forming a Junior

: Chamber of Commerce in Decatur. Decatur is the larg-
est city in the state which does not have a group of
active Jaycées.

The city council and mayor are anxiously discussing
the uses to be made of the $114 million obtained from
the sale of the local power plant to I&M. This money
can be used in such a way that it encourages growth and
development in Decatur, or it can be used to discour-
ageit.

Many other nurby cities are moving forward,
ib. Winchester has just made a 10-cent levy to

Amm storm sewers in that city. Portland can
completed a new city pool, as has Columbia City.
A new city garage will be constructed at Hartford
City.

. 8o, Decatur must move forward twice as fast as its
ighbors to gain on them—all the cities in the area
progressing, and our local pride will certainly see
fthat we advance in the next decade as much as we have
in the past ten years.
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County Ranks Third
In Relief Program

Thanks to the Rev. John 'Mis-h'-"council of

ler, of the Pleasant Dale Church
of the Brethren, Adams county
chairman for the ‘‘friendship
acrs” program of the Christian
Rural  Overseas - Program, Ad-
ams county ranks third in the
state in the number of farmers
who are taking part in the vital

program,

“Here is 4 stewardship emphn
sis at the grass roots, worthy of
the great need,” the 'Rev. Gerald
Wilson, state director of the pro«
gram, sponsored by the national
churches . 'through!

¢hurch world" service, Said.
county have set aside an acré,
tian Rural Overseas Program,

which helps bring world-wide re-
lief to the suffering of every na-

A group of ‘FFA boys in thejo-
which will be. given for the Chris-|

tion.

ssehurcho(m m}‘{’m‘mpbmc\; b:flqmﬁ drive this wintér, donated” libep-
-cas S

ing, 1,500  blankets, 80,000 £y e W P
of food, and $15,000 worth ot med-
ical supplies ‘and  vitamins to
Chile, . Adams county, through

its drive last fall, and the blanket

Happy Hustlers
The Happy Hustlers 4H club
8 ~a { will- have a bake sale at Stucky's
July 7,'1940 ‘was Sunday and| store in Monroe Saturday, begin-|.
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