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FAMILY FALL-OUT SHELTER—Adams county visitors to the

Indiana state fair, which opened Wed-
nesday, are urged to visit the model fall-out shelter just north of the Manufacturers building. The
above picture shows the cutaway section of the full scale model,

John G. (Jack) Gordon, county civil defense dire ctor, says the model shelter has 60 square feet of
space and is equipped with sufficient water, food, sanitary conveniences, radio and other necessities
to take care of a family of six for a period of two weeks. Through aid of the state fair board, Maj.

Gen. John W. McConnell, state ¢
whlch wxll be on dxsplnv for tho

ivil defense director, was able to
next t\\o years.

make this a permanent exhibit
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(Editor’s note: This is another
in a series of articles presented asl

Of Lawyer

ience and growth. These rules are

’in helping the judge or jury re-
[ solve the fact issues. He contends
| that the evidence offered is beside
| the point. For example, if the ques-
tion raised in the case is whether
Joe Hill was careless in driving
| his car on June 12, when he ran
{ into John Carey's auto, it is irrele-
| vant that Joe is careful in using

a mbhc service by the Adams found in the statutes enacted bV'a rifle, and it is immaterial that

county bar asociation. These arti- 4. 1ndiana general assembly and| jonn's
Indiana |

cles are- not intended to answer
individual problems which require
specific advice.)
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RULES OF EVIDENCE

!

If you ever sit as a juror through
a hard-foyght trial, you will prob-
ably be impressed with the fre-
quent ‘objections raised by the
lawyers the other side's ques-
tions ‘and evidence. Many of us
who, observe this come away with
the relief that most objections are !
frivalous, and -the rules of legal |

days gone by, serving only to ex-
clude proper evidence for technical
reasons which are no longer valid.

The rules of evidence law en-
forced .in Indiana courts are a
product of many years of exper-

in the decisions of the
supreme and appellate courts. If
we understand several of the more
basic principles underlying our
evidence law, we will more readily
appreciate why lawyers make ob-
jections during trial, and why the
judge often sustains objections and
excludes testimony or evidence,

RELEVANCY AND
MATERIALITY

First, evidence must be relevant
to the issues raised in the case,
and material to their determina-
tion. When a lawyer objects that
evidence is ‘“‘immaterial” or ‘‘ir-
relevant’’, he means that the evi-
dence has nothing to do with the
facts which are in dispute in the
case, or that evidence has no value
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car is green. Thus, the
principle of relevancy 1s a time-
saver, and helps to keep the trial
free from important and mislead-
ing evidence.

RELIABILITY-HEARSAY

The second basic principle is
that of reliability. The most im-
portant application of this princi-
ple is in the so-called *‘“hearsay
rule.” When a lawyer asserts that
testimony is ‘‘hearsay,”” he means
that the witness is testifying to
what someone previously told him,
to prove that the previous state-
ment is true. The witness has no
personal knowledge of the facts he
is testifying to; all he can say is
that someone else told him that
this is true. Hearsay testimony is
excluded because of its fundament-
ally unreliable character, and be-
cause the other party to the case
has no opportunity to cross-exam-
ine the person who has personal
knowledge of the facts.

AUTHENTICITY

The tﬁ?rd basic principle of evi-
dence law is that of authenticity.
When a lawyer objects that “‘the
proper foundation has not yet been
laid” for testimony or documents
offered, he means that it has not
yet been shown that the evidence
is authentic, the “‘real thing.”” For
example, if an account book is to
be introduced into evidence, the
lawyer may not simply hand it to
the judge or jury and say, “This
is my client's daily ledger.” First,
he must have his client’s account-
ant, or ledger clerk, take the wit-
ness stand, identify the book and
testify as to how entries were
made during the normal course of
business. The othér party te;the
case may cross-examine as to this
preliminary testimony. Thus, re-
quiring a ‘‘foundation’ helps in-
sure against the introduction of
false or inaccurate evidence.

on the subject of evidence law,
and the myriad of evidence prob-
lems which can arise during a
trial staggers the imagination. But
these three principles are the basis
for much of our evidence law in
Indiana, and their soundness ean
be appreciated by one and all.

Indiana Traffic Toll
680 Through Sunday

INDIANAPOLIS (UPI) — Indi-
ana’s 1959 traffic death toll reach-
ed 680 by the end of last week,
more than 15 per cent higher than
this time last year.

Thirty-four deaths were added
to the list in oné of the year’s
worst weeks. That compared with
26 in the corresponding week of
1958.

The 680 deaths were 90 above
the 590 recorded this time Ilast
year.

The deaths included 510 rural,
170 urban. The rural deaths in-
cluded 387 on state or U. S. roads,
102 on county roads and 21 on the
Northern Indiana toll road.

State Police Supt. Harold Zeis,
whose statistical department com-
piled the provisional figures, said
troopers are bracing themselves
for the Labor Day holiday week-
end ~vhich begins at 6 p.m. Fri-
day.

Racdar,” electri¢ timer and air-
plane spotter patrols were given
assigrments on state and federal
highways. Full trooper strength
will Le deployed statewide to cov-
er strategic areas throughout the
weekend, Zeis said.

During the 1958 Labor Day holi-

day, 14 persons were killed in In-
diana traffic.
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Reversible &
Oval Braide
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